
morning prayer 
Thursday / Second week of Easter 

 
 
God, come to my assistance + 
Lord, make haste to help me. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
Alleluia! 

 
Morning Hymn:  “Gather Us In” 

Here in this place new light is streaming. Now is the darkness vanished 
away. See in this space our fears and our dreamings. Brought here to you 
in the light of this day. Gather us in, the lost and forsaken. Gather us in, 
the blind and the lame. Call to us now and we shall awaken. We shall arise 
at the sound of our name. 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery. We are the old who yearn for 
your face. We have been sung throughout all of history. Called to be light 
to the whole human race. Gather us in, the rich and the haughty. Gather us 
in, the proud and the strong. Give us a heart so meek and so lowly. Give 
us the courage to enter the song 

Here we will take the wine and the water. Here we will take the bread of 
new birth. Here you shall call your sons and your daughters. Call us anew 
to be salt for the earth. Give us to drink the wine of compassion. Give us 
to eat the bread that is you. Nourish us well and teach us to fashion. Lives 
that are holy and hearts that are true.  

Text: Marty Haugen, b.1950 Tune: Mary Haugen, b.1950 © 1982, GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission 



Reading:  Acts 5:27-33 
When the court officers had brought the Apostles in and made them stand 
before the Sanhedrin, the high priest questioned them, “We gave you strict 
orders did we not, to stop teaching in that name. Yet you have filled 
Jerusalem with your teaching and want to bring this man’s blood upon 
us.” But Peter and the Apostles said in reply, “We must obey God rather 
than men. The God of our ancestors raised Jesus, though you had him 
killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as 
leader and savior to grant Israel repentance and forgiveness of sins. We 
are witnesses of these things, as is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to 
those who obey him.” When they heard this, they became infuriated and 
wanted to put them to death. 
 

Psalm: Let Your Mercy Be on Us 
(Please repeat refrain after cantor the first time and sing after each verse.) 

Let your mercy be on us, oh God, as we place our trust in you. 
Text: Psalm 33:1, 4-5, 18-19, 20, 22; Marty Haugen ©1987 GIA Publications, Inc; English refrain trans. © 1969, ICEL 

Music: Marty Haugen,© 1987, 1994, GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission 

 
Antiphon (Please repeat after Leader) I am the vine, you are the 

branches. Alleluia. 
Psalm 79 

L: O shepherd of Israel, hear us,  you who lead Joseph’s flock,  shine 
forth from your cherubim throne upon Ephraim, Benjamin, 
Manasseh. O Lord, rouse up your might,  O Lord, come to our help. 

R: Lord God of hosts, how long will you frown on your people’s plea? 
You have fed them with tears for their bread,  an abundance of tears 
for their drink. You have made us the taunt of our neighbors; our 
enemies laugh us to scorn. 

L: You brought a vine out of Egypt; to plant it you drove out the 
nations. Before it you cleared the ground; it took root and spread 
through the land. 

R: The mountains were covered with its shadow, the cedars of God with 
its boughs. It stretched out its branches to the sea, to the Great River 
it stretched out its shoots. 



L: Then why have you broken down its walls? It is plucked by all who 
pass by. It is ravaged by the boar of the forest, devoured by the beasts 
of the field. 

R: God of hosts, turn again, we implore, look down from heaven and 
see. Visit this vine and protect it, the vine your right hand has 
planted. Men have burnt it with fire and destroyed it. May they perish 
at the frown of your face. 

L: May your hand be on the man you have chosen, the man you have 
given your strength. And we shall never forsake you again; give us 
life that we may call upon your name. 

R: God of hosts, bring us back; let your face shine on us and we shall be 
saved. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Antiphon: (all) I am the vine, you are the branches. Alleluia. 
 

Responsory 
This is the day which was made by the Lord: let us rejoice and be glad, 
alleluia  
 

Gospel: John 3:31-36 
The one who comes from above is above all. The one who is of the earth 
is earthly and speaks of earthly things. But the one who comes from 
heaven is above all. He testifies to what he has seen and heard, but no one 
accepts his testimony. Whoever does accept his testimony certifies that 
God is trustworthy. For the one whom God sent speaks the words of God. 
He does not ration his gift of the Spirit. The Father loves the Son and has 
given everything over to him. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, 
but whoever disobeys the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God 
remains upon him. 

 

Reflection 

  



Christ, Be Our Light 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, light for the world to see. 

Refrain: Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the 
darkness. Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today. 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has power to save us. Make us your living voice. Refrain 

Longing for food, many are hungry. Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, shared until all are fed. Refrain 

Many the gifts, many the people, many the hearts that yearn to belong. Let 
us be servants to one another, making your kingdom come. Refrain 

Text: Bernadette Farrell, b.1957; Tune: Bernadette Farrell, b.1957 © 1993, 2000, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCB Used by permission 

 
Intercessions 

Lord’s Prayer 

Kiss of Peace 

Closing Prayer 

God of mercy, let the mystery we celebrate at Eastertide bear fruit for us 
in every season. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil and bring us to life 
everlasting.  Amen. 
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