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But Abram said, "O Lord God, what good will your gifts be, if I keep on being 

childless and have as my heir the steward of my house, Eliezer. Abram 

continued,, "See, you have given me no offspring, and so one of my servants 

will be my heir." Ttien the word of the Lord came to him: "No, that one 

shall not be your heir; your own issue shall be your heir." He took him 

outside and said, "look up at the sky and count the stars, if you can. Just 

so," he added, "shall your descendants be." Abram put his faith in the lord, 

who credited it to him as an act of righteousness. 

He then said to him, "I am the Lord who brought you up from Ur of the 

Chaldeans to give you this land as a possession." "O Lord God," he asked, 

"how am I to know that I shall possess it?" He answered him, "Bring me a 

three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old she-goat, a three-year-old ram, a 

turtledove, and a young pigeon." He brought him all these, split them in 

two, and placed each half opposite the other; but the birds he did not cut 

up. Birds of prey swooped down on the carcasses, but Abram stayed with 

them. As the sun was about to set, a trance fell upon Abram, and a deep, 

terrifying darkness enveloped him. 

When the sun had set and it was dark, there appeared a smoking brazier 

and a flaming torch, which passed between those pieces. It was on that 

occasion that the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying: "To your 

descendants I give this land, from the Wadi of Egypt to the Great River [the 

Euphrates].

Psalmody 

Antiphon (please repeat after Leader) 

Teach me the way of your decrees, 0 lord. 

L. Instruct me, 0 Lord, in the way of your statutes, that I may exactly
observe them

R. Give me discernment, that I may observe your law and keep it with all

Psalm 27:   " The Lord is my Light"
Please repeat refrain after cantor the first time and sing after each verse.

The Lord is my light, the Lord is my help, the Lord is my salvation.
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