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of his son Ishmael. But God said to Abraham: "Do not be distressed about 

the boy or about your slave woman. Heed the demands of Sarah, no matter 

what she is asking of you; for it is through Isaac that descendants shall bear 

your name. As for the son of the slave woman, I will make a great nation of 

him also, since he is your offspring." 

Early the next morning Abraham got some bread and a skin of water and 

gave them to Hagar. Then, placing the child on her back, he sent her away. 

As she roamed aimlessly in the wilderness of Beer-sheba, the water in the 

skin was used up. So she put the child down under a shrub, and then went 

and sat down opposite him, about a bowshot away; for she said to herself, 

"Let me not watch the child die." As she sat opposite him, he began to cry. 

God heard the boy's cry, and God's messenger called to Hagar from heaven: 

"What is the matter, Hagar? Don't be afraid; God has heard the boy's cry in 

this plight of his. Arise, lift up the boy and hold him by the hand; for I will 

make of him a great nation." Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a 

well of water. She went and filled the skin with water and let the boy drink. 

God was with the boy as he grew up. He lived in the wilderness and became 

an expert bowman. 

Psalmody 

Anthiphon (please repeat after Leader) 

The angel of the Lord will rescue those who fear him. 

L. I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall be ever in my mouth.

R. Let my soul glory in the Lord; the lowly will hear me and be glad.

L. Glorify the Lord with me, let us together extol his name.

R. I sought the Lord, and he answered me and delivered me from all my

fears

Psalm 27:   "The Lord is my Light"
Please repeat refrain after cantor the first time and sing after each verse.

The Lord is my light, the Lord is my help, the Lord is my salvation.
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L. Look to him that you may be radiant with joy, and your faces may not

blush with shame.

R. When the poor one called out, the Lord heard, and from all his distress

he saved him.

L. The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, and delivers

them.

R. Taste and see how good the Lord is; blessed the man who takes refuge in
him.

Psalm Prayer 

Remain in me, as I remain in you, says the Lord; whoever remains in me will 

bear much fruit. 

Antiphon (all together) 

The angel of the Lord will rescue those who fear him. 

Reading: Matthew 8:28-34 

As he approached the Gadarene boundary, he encountered two men 

coming out of the tombs. They were possessed by demons and were so 
savage that no one could travel along that road. With a sudden shriek they 

cried: "Why meddle with us, Son of God? Have you come to torture us 

before the appointed time?" Some distance way a large herd of swine was 

feeding. The demons kept appealing to him, "If you expel us, send us into 
the herd of swine." He answered, "Out with you!" At that they came forth 

and entered the swine. The whole herd went rushing down the bluff into 
the sea and were drowned. 

The swineherds took to their heels, and upon their arrival in the town 

related everything that had happened, including the story about the two 

possessed men. The upshot was that the entire town came out to meet 

Jesus. When they caught sight of him, they begged him to leave their 
neighborhood. 

Reflection 



Permission to stream music in this service obtained from One License with license A-701559.




