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Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
October 31, 2021

God’s Greatest 
Commandments
By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

Today’s first reading recalls the most 
sacred text in Judaism, the Shema 

Israel: “Hear [O] Israel.” These words are so 
sacred for Jews, they are prayed in the most 
important moments of peril or supreme 
holiness. Jews don’t take these words 
lightly because they express the essence 
of their religion and relationship to God.

As Catholics, we fully agree with 
our Jewish brothers and sisters on this 
matter. Jesus himself answered the 
question of what was the first, greatest 
commandment—it was the Shema Israel. 

Why is it so important? Because it declares 
the unity of God: “The Lord is our God, 
the Lord alone!” (Deuteronomy 6:4). 
He is one supreme God, not a multitude 
of divinities as in the Greek and Roman 
polytheistic religions, or even today in 
Hinduism and Buddhism.

This belief in one God makes the 
monotheistic religions of Judaism 
and Christianity unique. Second, this 
supreme God deserves our love and 
obedience. “You shall love the Lord your 
God....” Our role as creatures called and 
saved by him is to offer loving obedience.

The Second Commandment flows 
from the first: If we love God above all, 
then we need to love our brothers, sisters, 
and ourselves.

What better example is there of this 
love for God and neighbor than the 
love of a mother for her child? Our love 
for God should be reverent, tender, 
compassionate, and unique. Only you 
can give him your kind of love. There 
should be a constant flow of affection 
and union between us—no separation 
between him and us. +

Our love for God should  
be reverent, tender.  

Our role as creatures called 
and saved by him is to offer 

loving obedience.

Word from  
Pope Francis
Vanity never heals. Rather, 
it is poisonous, it goes on 
bringing the disease in your 
heart, bringing you that 
hardness of heart that tells 
you: “No, do not go to the 
Lord, do not go. Stay by 
yourself.” Vanity is precisely 
the place to close ourselves 
to the call of the Lord.

Homily, March 10, 2020

Sunday Readings
Deuteronomy 6:2–6
Hear then, Israel, and be careful to 
observe [the commandments], that 
it may go well with you and that you 
may increase greatly.

Hebrews 7:23–28
He, because he remains forever, has a 
priesthood that does not pass away.

Mark 12:28b–34
[The scribe said to Jesus,] “‘To love 
your neighbor as yourself’ is worth 
more than all burnt offerings and 
sacrifices.”

• How can I express greater 
reverence for God?

• How can I express greater 
tenderness toward my loving 
Father?
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the causes range from the trifling to the 
profound: drivers who seem determined 
to annoy us; the boss or coworker who 
persecutes us; the discomfort caused by 
an aging body; the pain of loss, broken 
relationships, or depression. All too 
often, we take our sufferings out on 
others.

What would happen if, instead, we 
offered those sufferings to God as an 
act of love? What would happen if we, 
like Mother Teresa, learned through 
our sufferings to empty ourselves so 
completely that the only thing the world 
saw in us was the joy of God?

If we did that, we just might change 
the world. +

The fruits of service and 
joy can shine forth even  

in great spiritual dryness.
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Winning, Losing for Jesus
By Kathleen M. Basi

Sometime after St. Teresa of Calcutta 
died, it became known that she had 

suffered for many years from spiritual 
darkness. From the mainstream media, 
I remember getting the impression that 
her holiness was somehow lessened 
because of it.

It was more than a decade before 
I read Come Be My Light, a book 
compilation of her private reflections. 
When I did, I was struck by her 
observation that often those who exude 
the most joy and peace are hiding great 
suffering. She recognized this truth 
years before she began to experience the 
darkness that characterized the rest of 
her life.

That darkness, when it arrived, was 
bewildering for someone who had long 
experienced great tenderness in her 
relationship with Jesus. The only time 
she sensed his presence was when she 
was serving the poor and marginalized. 
Eventually she came to realize that the 
overwhelming feeling of being unwanted 
and unloved by God was what allowed 
her to share the experience of people she 
served day in and day out—those who 
felt that same rejection from the entire 
world.

The darkness, in other words, helped 
her love Jesus better. And because she 
accepted it without complaint, offering 
it as a sacrifice of love, she was able to 
exude a joy that attracted even people 
who had rejected faith.

I’m not so sure most of us would have 
the spiritual stamina to hold on to faith 
under a similar challenge, let alone see it 
bear such abundant fruit. In my case, I’m 
sure of it.

We’re conditioned to expect our faith 
to give comfort in hard times—and often, 
it does. During times of spiritual dryness, 
though, the common truisms—“God 
won’t give you anything you can’t handle,” 
“It’s all part of God’s plan,” and so on—
feel baldly inadequate. In fact, they can 
cause us to blame ourselves. Surely our 
spiritual desert is our own fault. If our 
faith were stronger, it would go away.

I think Mother Teresa’s solution is a 
better one. We all suffer every day, and 

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
November 1–6

Monday, All Saints:  
Rv 7:2–4, 9–14 / 1 Jn 3:1–3 / Mt 5:1–12a

Tuesday, All the Faithful Departed (All Souls): 
Wis 3:1–9 / Rom 5:5–11 / Jn 6:37–40

Wednesday, Weekday:  
Rom 13:8–10 / Lk 14:25–33

Thursday, St. Charles Borromeo:  
Rom 14:7–12 / Lk 15:1–10

Friday, Weekday:  
Rom 15:14–21 / Lk 16:1–8

Saturday, Weekday:  
Rom 16:3–9, 16, 22–27 / Lk 16:9–15

Lord, I am grateful for  
your love and guidance.  

Show me how to love you, 
myself, and my neighbors 
genuinely and generously.

From Faithful Meditations for Every Day  
in Ordinary Time, Rev. Warren J. Savage  

and Mary Ann McSweeny


