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We’ve talked before on this feast about how and where we encounter the Body of Christ.   We 

encounter Christ in the Scripture, in a real and significant way in the Eucharist we share, in the community 
gathered together, here and online, and in each other individually.  We encounter Jesus through people of 
history and we encounter Jesus through people of the present.   We encounter the presence of God in the 
people we meet and associate with in our daily lives, and those people should be able to encounter that 
same presence of God in us.  This has weighed heavy on my mind, especially this past week as I have 
prepared this homily.   

 So, I would like to take a few minutes and talk about that presence of God, the Body of Christ, that 
is you and I, individually and collectively.   In Genesis we hear God say, “Let us make man in our image.”  
We heard Jesus tell us on the feast of the Ascension “Behold I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age.”   On Pentecost the Apostles received the Spirit of God in a special way, the same Spirit we receive in 
Baptism and that is confirmed in Confirmation and the other sacraments.    

How awesome is that!  My grandson Andrew likes that word, awesome.  It goes poetically with his 
name, Awesome Andrew.   Do we realize how awesome it is that WE, you, me the whole human race, were 
created in the image of God; that each and every one of us have that image of God dwelling within us; that 
the ultimate presence of God, Jesus, remains with us; that the Spirit of God has been given to each of us?    
Do we truly believe that divine image in which we were created lives within us and is constantly renewed in 
us?  If I truly believe that, and we profess that in our Faith, then it should impact my relationship with 
others and I should treat all people the same because we all have that image of God in us.    
 As we all know, the death of George Floyd has sparked protest across the country about police 
brutality, and those protest have spread to other issues.   The question we must ask ourselves is: How does 
this situation that exists today impact us as Catholics, as Christians?  How does it impact us as the Body of 
Christ?   
 As Catholics, as the Body of Christ on earth, we are called to defend the sacredness of life from 
conception to natural death.  Pope Francis tells us “We cannot tolerate or turn a blind eye to racism and 
exclusion in any form and yet claim to defend the sacredness of every human life .”  Pope Francis further 
cautioned, “To hold the belief on the sacredness of every human life means we must combat racism and 
exclusion in all its forms.” 

This not just a Catholic or Christian perspective.   Truah, a social justice organization of rabbis, 
issued a statement May 27, after the first night of protests in Minneapolis: “This week, the divine image is 
diminished as we mourn the murder of George Floyd at the hands of the Minneapolis police”.  They are 
talking about the same divine image that we as Christians talk about and believe is in us.    

It’s also not just a religious perspective.  Charles Barkley, the former college and NBA star, said: 
“This is not black or white, this is just about humanity,” He said. “To see a grown man die before our eyes - 
If you’re not upset by that … there is something wrong with you... If you were not appalled by that video 
then there is something wrong with you as a person.” Charles is saying the same thing only in human terms.   
As human beings created in God’s image, we are all connected and what diminishes one person or a group, 
diminishes us all. 

As Catholics there are things put before us that we can do.  An article in the Jesuit 
magazine, “America” says that we must hunger for justice as much as we hunger for our 
Eucharist. (  https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2020/06/01/fight-racism-
catholics-must-hunger-justice-we-do-eucharist  )  Many of the parishioners I ‘ve talked with 
during this pandemic have said they miss the Mass and the Eucharist.  They also say in the very 
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next breath, they miss the people, the community.   We hunger for both because both are the 
Body of Christ, which we are part of in faith.    
 

We must not just hunger for justice and peace.  We must act to bring them about.  It’s hard to be 
active and maintain safety during this pandemic.  But we can talk, we can share, in bible studies, in 
meetings, and other forums online.   We can search out ways to help while still maintaining safety and 
social distancing.    

That same article in “America” calls us to five actions: Repentance, Solidarity, Presence, Formation 
and Prayer.  The last two are things we can do now that will help us be prepared when we feel safe enough 
to do other things.   We can all certainly pray.  Prayer is a hallmark of our Catholic Christian tradition.   We 
can educate ourselves, our children and grandchildren and each other in the realities of the world, the 
disparities people encounter today and have encountered in the past.   

We are called in this time to be a faith-filled Body of Christ and the article reflects what God 
requires of us, as found in Micah 6:8:   

“He has shown you, O people-, what is good. And what does the LORD require 
of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”  

If we walk humbly with God, then we walk humbly with others because God dwells in them.  Together 
and individually we experience the “Body of Christ”.   


