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WELCOME JONATHAN

In its forty-plus years of being, Redeemer has been ex-
tremely lucky In its choice of staff members. They are knowledgea-
ble, caring and always seem to go the extra mile. Jonathan de Ber-
nardo, Redeemer’s new Youth Minister seems to fit right in. He’s all
of the above . . . and more.

Jonathan hails from “up North,” Northern Virginia, that is.
He was born in Alexandria, but grew up in Vienna, Virginia. His
mother is a Kindergarten teacher and his dad is a retired Labor
Lawyer. Older brother Joseph is in the Foreign Service and is sta-
tioned at the US Embassy in Saudi Arabia with his wife Colleen and
his daughter Mary, Jonathan’s god-daughter. Middle brother Matthew is a student at Co-
lumbia Law School in New York City, where he lives with his wife Luisa.

Jonathan attended public grade school and then attended Bishop Oconnell Catholic
High School in Arlington. Usually it’'s the other way round: someone goes to Catholic grade
school and then switches to a public high school. Jonathan’s favorite subjects in high
school were freshman history and sophomore geometry, “because Fr. Luis and Mrs. Ko-
ranek are wonderful teachers and when you have a good teacher, that makes all the differ-
ence.” After graduating from Bishop Oconnell, Jonathan attended Loyola University on an
ROTC scholarship, where he majored in Communications.

Jonathan spent five years in the Army Reserve and thought the military would be his
life’s work; however, after five years he was medically discharged. After leaving the Army,
he went to work at Crate & Barrel where he discovered he liked retail. Next he took a job at
GNC and was, as the saying goes, on his way “up the ladder.”

It was about this time that he began volunteering in Youth Ministry and found in it a
fresh perspective. He enjoys working with young people and appreciates their openness
and honesty. When he heard about an opening for Youth Minister at Church of the Re-
deemer, he jumped at the chance, even though he hated to leave home. But not only did he
love the job possibility, he felt that Mechanicsville was not too far from his home in Northern
Virginia, his parents . . . and his girlfriend (sorry girls!) who is also involved in Youth Ministry.

Jonathan says he is “excited to see the Redeemer Youth Program grow and be-
come a place where kids can take a break from their hectic schedules. Kids have more on
their plates than ever and sometimes all the expectation they face can become overwhelm-
ing. A good Youth Ministry Program should be versatile enough to provide what a kid needs
to get through the tough times, whether it be a quiet place for reflection, a safe space for
healing and conversation, or just somewhere to have fun and focus on the highs of their
week instead of the low.”

Just check out the upcoming Youth Schedule to get an idea of what’s on Jonathan’s
plate: “Fear Not” High School Youth Group every Sunday evening; a ski trip to Wintergreen
on January 25 and the Diocesan Youth Conference from February 8-10. Wow! Even
though he says he is adjusting to the slower pace of “the South,” this doesn’t sound very
slow.

Jonathan is still settling in.” One of the things he is truly enjoying is the less hectic
traffic “down here.”

Welcome, Jonathan. In the words of an oldie but goodie, “consider yourself one of
us.” We’'re glad you’re here. And may God lead you, bless you and love you all the way.



GOOD NEWS www.churchredeemer.org Page 2

Thank you to our parish for making our Christmas so special this year! We were
overwhelmed when Deacon Chris came bringing in so many gifts all wrapped up,
& it was never expected. This has been a year of many things that seemed as
g ‘_3 though we were just worn out, from the many unexpected health and home trials,
: ¥ h;g $ YQ»! . that seemed to come no sooner than one after another. You have become our
o 57030 family, we have felt the many prayers and cards that you, our parish family.
o S The Lord has put his arms around us, reminding us trials will pass with the love
. poured out through the Knights, and open hearts, even the prayer shawl through
loving prayerful hands. Thank all of you, and Santa Deacon Chris. We wish we
could put our arms around all of you, Thank you for an awesome Christmas!

Thank you for supporting our Holiday Adoption Program by purchasing gifts for Noah’s Children families. Your
gifts provide relief, joy, hope, and give families the opportunity to experience the power of your kindness and con-
cern. Many of the families called me on Christmas morning and were not only grateful, but overwhelmed by your
generosity. On behalf of Noah’s Children and the families we serve, please accept our sincere thanks for your
thoughtful donations.

Thank you so very much for all of the generous gifts and prayers of support you have given my daughter and me
this Christmas. It means so much that you would take the time to remember us during such a busy season. We
truly appreciate being part of such a wonderful community of people. And we really, really appreciate it when you
sing out loud from your pews (sorry, | couldn't resist)!

May God bring you many blessing in the new year- Erin and Rose Woods

Hi— Just a quick note to say “thank you” for the beautiful poinsettia that was given in memory of my daughter
Robyn. As usual, LaRue and | picked out poinsettias to deliver to other people. | never expected to find my name
on the list...I just never thought about it. Thank you, again for remembering Robyn.

Best Regards-Chris Hanks

Thank you and God Bless you! It means so much to know | have a church family. The poinsettia you sent to me
is beautiful. It was my Christmas tree as well as a beautiful plant. Thanks so much, Love you all- Inez Mazeika

Members of the Prayer Shawl Ministry-1 write to let you know how much | appreciate my lovely prayer shawl as
well as your prayers. Deacon Chris delivered it to me, and | immediately brightened-the soft lavender is my favor-
ite color! | sit within its comforting warmth and remember your kindness. My sweet Dave and | were married forty-
two years, and the feeling of loss is unspeakable. He also would be grateful for your remembrance of me. Contin-
ue your good work and prayer for me. Sincerely, Patti Balance

Thank you for supporting the American Red Cross blood drive on January 20th. We collected 17 units, impacting
51 lives! The next event will be held in the spring. Kate Brown, Coordinator

Good News

Published for the people of Church of the Redeemer

Thank you to the many parishioners who
contribute to the contents of this publication.
Editor: Kate Chittum

We welcome vyour input. Please submit articles to
GoodNews@churchredeemer.org and ministry schedules
to Schedules@churchredeemer.org by the 10th of each
month. You may also drop either off at the Parish Office or
mail to:

Good News
Church of the Redeemer
8275 Meadowbridge Road
Mechanicsville, VA 23116
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Meet the members of Pastoral Council

Robert G. Kemmler

How did you get to Redeemer?

| married my wife, who was Catholic, and we moved to Hanover County
and joined the Church of the Redeemer in 1985. | decided to go through
the RCIA Program in 1996. We raised two daughters who were Bap-
tized and Confirmed in the Church.

What inspired you to agree to run for Council?

| have seen significant changes to the parish since | joined the church in
1996. After my retirement and my children moving out of the area, | feel
| now have adequate time to focus on the needs of the church.

What is your vision for the future of our parish?

| would like to emphaS|ze the community side of Redeemer and have more parish events to draw the
parish community together. As society changes and the focus of some is no longer living a life dedi-
cated to God, the parish needs to fill this void.

WE NEED YOU!

We still need two VBS co-chairs before any planning for our 2018 Vacation Bible School
can begin. (The leaders will help determine the dates for VBS!) Between the two leaders we need a
combination of "admin/organizing" and "leading the excitement" the week of VBS. These two people
will work with the support of the faith formation team who will help get the word out, handle registra-
tion, make copies and gather in-house supplies, as well as assist with email communications. We
promise you support and we promise you will have fun along the way!

The VBS program scripts and outlines every activity, and the director manual provides you
with all the details leading up to the big week! Each station leader becomes a part of your committee
to support you and lighten the load. If you, or someone you know, might be willing to consider
this opportunity, please let Terry Colville know. She will be happy to meet with interested candi-
dates to give you an overview and answer any questions.

If you are interested in volunteering or would like additional information, please contact
Terry Colville, TColville@ChurchRedeemer.org.



mailto:TColville@ChurchRedeemer.org
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Catholic Anhnulments

Frequently Asked Questions

Page 4

Join Fr. Jay Wagner and
Deacon Chris Malone

Bring Your Questions
Workshop on Annulments

February 7, 2019
pm

Multi-Purpose Room — Cost is Free

All Are Welcome
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First Eucharist

The first meeting for parents and children preparing for First Eucharist will be Saturday,
February 9, at 4:00 PM. Parents will have an opportunity to review the home-based format and
receive their materials, while children will meet with catechists. We will finish before 5:30 Mass.

Children in second grade and older are invited to prepare to receive First Communion. Stu-
dents are expected to have celebrated First Reconciliation and regularly attend formation classes
during the sacrament preparation year.

An email has been sent to all families with children registered. If you did not receive the
email or have not registered your child, please call Nancy or Terry at 746-4911.

Catholic Way Bible Study

The Book of Judith

Mondays beginning February 4, 2019
Meetings are in Room 9 from 7-9pm
Registration Fee is $5

Please sign up on the table outside the office
All Are Welcome
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Join Facilitator Vicki Beahm

For a study of Parker Palmer’s Book
Mondays from 1:30-3:00 pm Beginning 2/11
Cost of Book $13.50

Please sign up on the table outside the office

>

PARKER J. PALMER

chor of Let Your Life Speak

ON'the'BRINK
of EVERYTHING

Grace, Gravity & Getting Old
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Mass Lectors Ushers Cross Bearers Altar Servers Linen Coffee
Feb 2 5:30pm
Vicki Beah Nancy Ashworth*
icki Beahm
, Rob Ashwroth Jack Hayek Alex Evanko Frances Pohida
Christy Evanko Karin Latimer
Need Help
Feb3 | 8:00
¢ am _ Mike Bonelli
Dan Martucci David Allen Hunter Robert- Caden Burch Cathy Sickinger Barbara
Celie Thomas Derek Reisenweaver (y) son Flournoy
Garrit Moyer (y)
10:00 David Jackson*
am Frank Porter Robert Crawford Joshua Harris Am
) ) Connor Butchyk Dave Worland (mentor Emily Swierczgwski
Mike Marchelleta
Feb 9 5:30pm
June Quisenberry Bill Michie* , . .
] Greg Chittum Al Kusmin Libby Chittum Carter Berry
Eileen Dumansky Need Help
Feb 10 | 8:00am
Mark B ) Kyle Martin*
ark Borysewicz i
. " . Mark Borysewicz Mike Stank Cameron Bradley JoMarie Stank Fran Burch
Rick Gillespie Larry Seymour
Need Help
10:00 .
am Ed Schmidt* James Camp
Gwen Boggess Mike Duggan Patrick Prince Walt Strobach
Carolyn McCombs Zachery Gonzales (mentor Emma
Dan Burke Spain)
Feb 16 | 5:30pm
Don Hart*
Scout Mass Kay.BerIm Robert Seifert Maria Ryan Marie Irmen
Pat Quisenberry
Need Help
Feb 17 | 8:00am
Tim Cook Michael Stank* Janel
im Coo anelynn
Randv F ngii%}(”fe"s]gfr Charlie Burch Nathan Weik y Barbara Gerloff
andy Ferrance T
y Caleb Kulinowski (Y) esterman
10:00
am Pat Austi Allan Draper
at Austin i
Mary Sue McLaughiin Connor McNulty Will Thompson TJ Fennelly
Paula Otto Aubrey Beasley (y)
Zach Lass
Feb23 | 5:30pm
S Thibaul Robert Prezioso*
uzanne Thibau
Jack Hayek Tom Deaner Paul Young Marcy Cason
Dan Corso John Amoroso
Need Help
Feb24 | 8:00 ' Tim Cook* '
am Julia Crowder Ray Santucci Dennis Fi Gabriel Volunteer
ennis Fiore ie Wi
Jaime Stefan Wayne Saunders Worthington Debbie Wilmoth Needed
Randy Ferrance
10:00
am Tom Grasb Dave Worland Isabell
om Grasberger sabella
g Kaﬂ:\ﬁf n II:\/hlJIva*ney Jesse Lopez Mike Helie
Jesse Lopez Ike roley Testerman

Kyle Henry
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Mass Gift Card Sellers Money Counters Children’s Liturgy Children’s Liturgy
5-7 year olds 8-10-year-olds
Feb2 | 5:30pm
Barbara Hayek* Terry DelVecchio
Carol lacone Brooke Puleo (Y)
Cathy Rawls . Maria Ryan (Y)
Frank DeGaetani
Feb3 | 8:00am Amy Kusmin
Susan Darling* Cheryl Toombs Chris Hanks
Judith Layton D is Fi
Eileen White ennis riore LaRue Sprouse
Donald Berberich
10:00 Rose Marie Berberich
am ?:::tng:tm Linda Kocsis Elizabeth Dompkowski
Julia Lopez John Amoroso (H) Jack Dompkowski (Y)
Feb9 | 5:30pm
Mary Rider
Jim Ebert Baptisms No Children’s Liturgy
Erin Teger .
Terry DelVecchio
Feb | 8:00am Norm Graham
10 Cheryl Toombs* Peggy Graham Alex Kulinowski
Julie Myers Patty Lung EX RUIINOWSKI
Debbie Ward . Emma Burch (Y)
Joanne Diana
1000 Christina Bonjoc
am Pam Dougherty
Tom/Mollie Anderson Baptisms No Children’s Liturgy
Catherine Afderheide
|1:69b 5:30pm | Wanda DelVecchio®
Dan DelVecchio Cathy Rawls .
Shirley Husz Caroline Rawls (Y) Sharon Seifert
Kathy Mack
Feb 8:00am
7 Mary Kemmler* Dotl Chudo.ba . .
Jean Whiteside Luis Garcia Melissa Lewis
'\C":t‘f]r;%’bxfnrz Sonia Garcia Macy Lewis (Y)
Stan Pruemer
10:00
Teresa Fallon
am mi;aoso v\vlzgsey Kathy Carroll Janet East
Jackie Droujinsky Isabel Li (Y) Walt Strobach (H)
Feb 5:30pm
23 Pam Phipps*
Mary Deaner No Children’s Liturgy
Bob/Roberta Hunt .
Ray Kirby
Feb | 8:00am Patricia Laughlin
24 Fran Burch* Michelle Elliott NN
Barbara Flournoy Chris Kirby No Children’s Liturgy
1000 Mike Stank
am EIIen/Ed Schmidt Tammy Kelley (H) Stasia Strobach (H)
ave/Teresa Worland )
Jackie McCaleb Walt Strobach
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February Extraordinary Minister
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February Anniversaries
1 2
Hugh & Elizabeth
Wood—2009
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
John & Irene Tracy & Kevin
Hurst—1959 Mulvilhill—2007
10 1 12 13 14 15 16
David & Cathy Leo & Monica Patrick & Michelle John & Kathlyn
Berberich—2000 Radakovich—1976 Harmon—1986 Barnes—1943
Harold & Denise
Bonovitch—1985
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Alton & Barbara Paul & Tammy Ed & Jean Thomas & Elaine Omer & Mary
Wommack—1973 Kelley—1984 Kucskar—1966 Naumann—1990 Pugh—1964
Vaughan & Mary
Covey—1972
24 25 26 27 28
Joe & April Thomas & Linda

Verdelotti—2000

Taylor—1970
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