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Inside this issue: 
Message from Father Jim 
 
Sharing Hope for God’s People 
 
Welcome to Church of the Redeemer’s Special Edition of Good News. We 
happily share hope-filled stories and reflections from your parish staff and Re-
deemer ministries.  It has truly been a wild six months we have just experi-
enced. First the Covid-19 outbreak wreaked havoc worldwide. 
People have been separated from their friends, schools have been moved 
online, our churches have had to re-imagine how we will gather to offer our 
thanksgiving and praise. 
 
Then our country erupted with protests over shootings, some protests peace-
ful and necessary, others turned to rioting, violent and destructive. Our lives 
have been turned upside down and we wonder when all this chaos will leave 
us.  Many are scared, discouraged, lonely, and angry. We must face these 
days of fear and testing – not passively accept or resign to them. These can 
and should be days of renewed worship, rededicated service, care, friend-
ship, and love. 
 
Followers of Christ are people of hope. And our hope is not in vain. Here in 
the midst of chaos, make no mistake, God is at work. God’s plans will not be 
thwarted and God’s people will not be overcome. In many ways the world has 
been caught by surprise, but God most certainly has not. 
 
My personal offering to this edition is an excerpt from a poem written by 
Brother Richard Hendrick, a priest-friar of the Capuchin Franciscan order in 
Ireland. The poem is: LOCKDOWN.  Here are a few lines from this beautiful 
reflection on the experience of Covid-19: 
 
They say that in the streets of Assisi people are singing 
to each other across the empty squares. 
All over the world, people are slowing down and 
reflecting and waking up to a new reality…. 
to how little control we really have, to what really matters. 
 
Yes, there is fear, but there does not have to be hate. 
Yes, there is isolation, but there does not have to be loneliness. 
Yes, there is sickness, but there does not have to be disease of the soul. 
Yes, there is even death, but there can always be a rebirth of love. 
 
Today, breathe. Listen, behind the factory noises of your panic. 
The birds are singing again, the sky is clearing… and we are always 
encompassed by love. 
 
Open the windows of your soul, and though you may not be able 
to touch across the empty square, Sing!  
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Have you had occasion lately to call into the church office?  
If so, surely you must have recognized that the sweet voice 
on the other end of the line was a new one, one that belongs 
to our new secretary, Laurie Richman.  Laurie has been on 
the job since mid-September and is, of course, still learning 
the ropes. 
 
The Richman family – Laurie, husband Josh, daughter Sa-
rah and sons Thomas and Andrew – have been members of 
Redeemer for about twelve years.  They regularly attend the 
5:30 liturgy, as do Laurie’s parents (Linda and Tom Taylor).  
Laurie has a sister, Debbie DuBrueler, who also visits occa-
sionally. 
 
As often happens in families, twins seem to run in Laurie’s.  
She and husband Josh have fraternal twins, Sarah and 
Thomas, who are juniors at Mechanicsville High School.  
Her sister Debbie has identical twin boys who are sopho-
mores at Patrick Henry High School in Ashland, and another 
family member had three sets of twins.  (What “fun” that 
must have been!”  Laurie and Josh have another son, An-
drew, who is in the seventh grade at Bell Creek Middle 
School.  She also has an older sister who lives in Roswell, 
Georgia.  Two indoor cats – Bentley and Mabry – complete 
their family  and add much entertainment, excitement and 
love to it. 
 

Laurie was born in St. Louis, Missouri; her family moved to Winchester when her dad was transferred 
there by General Electric when she was six years old.  She attended Shepherd University in Shepherd-
stown, West Virginia.  She is a cradle Catholic, born and raised in the Church.  Josh was raised in the 
Methodist Church but became a Catholic at the Easter Vigil in 2004.  He is a Branch Manager for Chapel 
Valley Landscape Company. 
 
Laurie and Josh spend much of their time attending their children’s sporting events – and getting them 
back and forth.  Thomas is the kicker for the varsity football team and plays on the varsity soccer team. 
Sarah is on the varsity tennis team and Andrew plays for Richmond United Soccer Club.  Josh is a 3rd 
Degree Knight, but not as active as when the children were younger because he and Laurie are  always 
having to divide and conquer to get their kids to all their games and activities.  In her spare time (What 
working mother of three has any spare time?) Laurie likes to read, shop and watch Hallmark Christmas 
movies.  All of the Richman’s love spending time with family and especially enjoy Sunday dinners at  
Laurie’s parents when time allows. 
 
Most of Laurie’s previous job experience has been as a pre-kindergarten teacher.  Prior to joining the 
staff at Redeemer, she was with Shady Grove United Methodist Church in their pre-school.  It’s easy to 
understand why she was ready for something new and different.  Secretarial work has always held an 
interest for her, so the time was right for a change.  As she put it, “What better way than to serve at her 
own church.” 
 
Laurie is still learning all the ramifications of her new position, but it is so nice to see her sitting in the 
secretary’s chair . . . and we hope she’ll be there for a long, long while.  If you happen to be at church or 
at 5:30 liturgy, say “Hi!” and make yourself known.  WELCOME, LAURIE, WE’RE GLAD YOU’RE HERE!  
 
By : Mary Atkinson 
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Yes Redeemer there will be a 13
th
annual No Room 

at the Inn! 
Please join us for our 13th annual No Room at the Inn 
Nativity Exhibit and Fundraiser and our first VIRTUAL 
Preview Gala and Nativity Exhibit. Help us continue 
our mission of celebrating the true joy and hope of 
Christmas and supporting our neighbors experiencing 
homelessness. 
In this year of fear, anxiety, and struggle we need the 
hope and joy of Christmas in extra measure. Our 13

th
 

annual No Room at the Inn will be a virtual event be-
ginning with a live online Preview Gala on Friday De-
cember 4

th
, 2020 from 7-8 pm featuring music, bene-

ficiaries’ stories, a jewelry raffle, and auction fun. The 
virtual Nativity Exhibit and Children’s Play will be 
available online through Christmas. Funds raised will 
be shared with My Path Forward (formerly The Possi-

bilities Project) providing shelter and support to teens aging out of foster care, Mechanicsville 
Churches Emergency Functions emergency housing assistance program, and AFAL in Haiti build-
ing modest homes for their neediest families.  
Please mark your calendars to attend the Preview Gala. Invite your family, friends, neighbors, & 
coworkers from around the country to join us in easing the suffering of homelessness. Visit us 
online at https://www.churchredeemer.org/no-room for details. Like and share our Facebook page 
at https://www.facebook.com/No-Room-At-The-Inn-Mechanicsville-VA-419132368145343/ 
Make a donation to Friends of No Room at the Inn to help us win a $5,000 matching grant challenge 
at  https://churchredeemer.weshareonline.org/ 
 

 
Hope is Blooming at the AFAL School in Haiti 

For over 24 years our Redeemer community has supported the 
women of AFAL as they work to improve their lives and the lives of 
their families and their community. The AFAL members have com-
pleted many projects but their main focus has always been the edu-
cation of their children. 
 The AFAL School has grown to a two story cinderblock build-
ing housing classrooms for preschool to sixth grade children. Enroll-
ment has grown to over 500 children. Until recently the AFAL 
School used traditional Haitian educational practices. Thousands of 
children have learned reading and math skills at the AFAL School 
demonstrating strong pass rates on the Haitian national exams. 

With encouragement and support from Redeemer’s Haiti Ministry the AFAL teachers are now imple-
menting new teaching strategies based on the Matenwa Learning Center initiative. Matenwa is a 
Haitian led model school to improve teachers’ skills and student outcomes. Teaching is student cen-
tered and focuses on building community, including families, using hands on learning, and forming 
good citizens. Many AFAL teachers and the AFAL principal have already been trained at Matenwa 
with remaining teachers eager to begin the training. 
 
Haitian children are the HOPE for change and progress in Haiti. Education for the children is key to 
this transformation. The Matenwa learning model will help our AFAL students not only with reading 
and math skills but in becoming leaders in the future. Thank you to all at Redeemer for your prayers 

https://www.churchredeemer.org/no-room
https://www.facebook.com/No-Room-At-The-Inn-Mechanicsville-VA-419132368145343/
https://churchredeemer.weshareonline.org/
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Redeemer's Music Ministry has gone virtual! 

 

With Covid restrictions in place for singers and musicians, Redeemer's 
Music Ministry has moved online to Facebook at www.facebook.com/
RedeemerMusicMinistry 

 

Check out a different musical offering from our choir members and in-
strumentalists through the end of the year every Tuesday for our spe-
cial Tune in Tuesdays series. 

 

Wednesday-Saturday you can dive into the upcoming weekend's read-
ings and hear a companion song to help you connect with the reading 
each day. 

 Every Sunday enjoy some light musical humor as we celebrate Sunday Funday each week.  
 We are thrilled to announce our next Virtual Choir Video will premiere at the No Room at the 

Inn Virtual Gala in December and mid-December we will present our Advent/Christmas Con-
cert as a 3 video virtual concert series.  

 More information and lots of prayerful music to follow! Thank you for your support! 
 

 

Finding Hope in Faith and Racial Equity  

As Catholics, our faith stands fundamentally opposed to racism in all of 
its forms. In 1 Corinthians 12:26 we hear “If one part of the body suffers, 
all the other parts share its suffering” What would it mean to share in the 
suffering of our brothers and sisters of color? What does it mean to work 
for racial healing in the face of America’s racial divide? What can the 
leadership of our Catholic church offer in navigating us through these 
difficult issues?  

A group of 12 here at Redeemer have been meeting weekly to ask these 
and other questions as they stretch their faith and “do the work” of bring-
ing about racial healing in our community.  These 12 parishioners are 

gathering via zoom to have difficult and meaningful conversations around the history of racism in our 
country, how to be antiracist, and how to always bring our faith into this work. 

Racial healing is a commitment at the heart of the gospel. If we say we belong to Christ, we must be-
lieve that mission of reconciliation is ours too. As Catholics, we believe that all are made in the image 
of God…and so, we must work together to exclaim the truth that it takes every tribe, tongue, and na-
tion to reflect the image of God in his fullness. We work together to bring about the Kingdom here on 
Earth.  

Redeemer’s small and brave group of 12 are lifting up God’s ideals and learning a lot about how to 
move from good intentions to genuine heart transformation and meaningful action. This group is doing 
the work to end racism. In doing this work, they are filling our Redeemer community with hope for a 
future where we truly see the image of God in one another. 

Would you like to join a Faith and Racial Equity Group? Contact Diane in the office for details.  

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/RedeemerMusicMinistry
http://www.facebook.com/RedeemerMusicMinistry
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   Father McGivney Beatification  

On October 31, 2020, Knights of Columbus founder Father McGiveny (1852-
1890), a hero of working-class Catholics and son of Irish immigrants, will be be-
atified during a special Mass at the Cathedral of Saint Joseph in the Archdio-
cese of New Haven, Connecticut. He originally started the Knights as a service 
organization to help widows and orphans.  
Focused on Catholic men remaining steadfast in faith while providing for their 
families, the fraternal order that he created has grown and is now the largest lay 
Catholic organization in the world with two-million members engaged in a wide 
range of educational, charitable and religious activities.  
"Father McGivney has inspired generations of Catholic men to roll up their 

sleeves and put their faith into action," Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson said. "He was decades 
ahead of his time in giving the laity an important role within the church. Today, his spirit continues to 
shape the extraordinary charitable work of Knights as they continue to serve those on the margins of 
society as he served widows and orphans in the 1880s." 
After the announcement that the priest would be beatified, Anderson told Catholic News Service in 
an interview: "We've been praying for years for this to occur, and finally this day has arrived." 

  



GOOD NEWS www.churchredeemer.org Page 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Mass Schedule:  Our Mass times for 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Mass will be as 
follows: 

 

Thursday, December 24th:  4:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m. 
and 9:00 p.m. in the Worship Space and we are 
still working on the details, but one or more will be 
livestreamed. 

 

Friday, December 25th:  10 a.m. in the Worship 
Space and livestreamed. 
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LIGHT UP THE CHRISTMAS SKY! 

 

Each of the Advent activities below is a way you can bring light to the world around you.  Each day, 
complete and action from the calendar (even if it’s on a different date) or another kind of loving 

deed, and color in one of the stars on the opposite page.  These are also ways we show honor, re-
spect, and gratitude to Christ, our King, so don’t forget to add a jewel to your family’s crown. 
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