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Check the worship commons for the
Jesse Tree we created at Family Day!
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the Inn

2
K & 1st
Parents
Attend R.E.
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15
10:00 AM
1st Recon.
Service
6:30 PM
Spaghetti
with Santa
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Christmas
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Liturgies:
4:00, 6:00 &
10:00 PM
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Christmas
Day Liturgy
10:00 AM

26
St. Stephen
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Feast of the
Holy
Innocents

30
Feast of the
Holy Family

31

7:00
Taize Prayer
7:00
Parish
Recon.
Service
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No Room at
the Inn
Take an Advent pause and
remember the meaning of
the season...
Our 11th Annual Nativities
Exhibit & Children's Area will
be open Saturday, December 1,
10- 8; and Sunday, December 2,
9 - 4. Tickets are $5 for adults
and $1 for children under 18.
Come view over 200 nativities
from around the world, and
explore our children’s room full
of Nativity crafts, costumes,
books, puzzles and more!
Children - Complete the Nativity
Scavenger Hunt for a chance to
win your own nativity!

Celebrate Our December Saints
December is filled with special days!
How will you celebrate them?
th
Dec. 6 - Surprise you children with chocolate coins or small
gifts in their shoes on St. Nicholas’ feast day.
Dec. 8th - Attend Mass for the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception of Mary. This feast celebrates that Mary
was free from all sin from the very first moment of her
conception and throughout her whole life.
Dec. 9th - Decorate your table with roses - real, artificial, homemade - for the feast of St. Juan Diego. Read about him
here.
Dec. 12th - Have a Mexican feast (or simple taco dinner) for the
feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
Dec. 13th - Bake a braided sweet bread ring (or canned cinnamon
rolls) for St. Lucy’s feast day.
Christmas Eve or Day - Read one of the Gospel accounts of
Jesus’ birth - Matt. 1:18-25 or Luke 2:1-20.
Dec. 26th - Sing Good King Wenceslaus , the story of how King
Wenceslaus went out on St. Stephen's day to bring charity
to the poor. How can your family help someone in need?
Dec. 28th - On the Feast of the Holy Innocents, say a prayer
that children around the world will be safe, happy and well.
Dec. 31st - Plan a special family activity to celebrate the Feast of
the Holy Family. What can you do to live more like
them?

Prayer of the Month

This month’s prayer, the
Angelus, includes last month’s prayer!
Leader: The Angel of the Lord declared
unto Mary.
Response: And she conceived of the
Holy Spirit.
All: Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is
with thee. Blessed art thou amongst
women and blessed is the fruit of thy
womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of
God, pray for us sinners now and at
the hour of our death. Amen
L: Behold the handmaid of the Lord.
R: Be it done unto me according to
your word.
All: Hail, Mary, full of grace, …
L: And the Word was made Flesh.
R: And dwelt among us.
All: Hail, Mary, full of grace, …
L: Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.
R: That we may be worthy of the
promises of Christ.

I wait for the LORD, my whole
being WAITS, and in HIS WORD
I put my HOPE.

Psalm 130:5

Advent Activities
Talk as a family about how you can make the most of the
Advent season. Be realistic about what can be done and what
will be most meaningful - see “Simplify Your Holidays” below.
Here are some possibilities:
 Go see Christmas lights and take time to talk about Jesus, the
Light of the World, bringing light into the darkness.
 Have a family moving night with your favorite Christmas movie.
(Bonus: bundle up in blankets, with popcorn and cocoa!)
 Go Christmas caroling to spread the joy of the season.
 Make and deliver treats to neighbors.
 Attend an Advent or Christmas musical performance or play.
(Redeemer’s concert is Sunday, Dec. 9th, at 3:00.)
 Give a gift (or three!) to Jesus to celebrate His birthday. Jesus
taught that when we help those in need, we are helping Him. Do
something to make the holiday season better for someone who is
in need, sad, or lonely this year.
 Lighten the baking load and enjoy fellowship by holding a cookie
swap or cookie decorating party with friends and family.
 Visit a Living Nativity. If this isn’t possible, gather around your
family’s Nativity and talk about what the sights, sounds, and even
smells may have been. Enjoy the 12 days of Christmas!
Christmas Day is just the beginning - the season lasts through
Epiphany on January 6th, so keep celebrating and don’t rush to
put away decorations!

Simplify Your Holidays

Take a moment to reflect on what kind of holiday celebration
you want. Are you looking for more activities to enjoy with your
children? New charitable or community-based traditions? A clearer
celebration of your spiritual beliefs? Or are you trying to reduce the
stress and get a little extra time to sleep? Once you have decided
what you want to do differently, it’s easier to decide how to act.
Imagine that the holidays have come and gone, and you are
observing the aftermath. Picture the scene carefully: the way the
house looks, the way you feel, what your family is doing. Once you
can see the image clearly, answer the following questions:
* Does your usual celebration focus on those aspects of the holiday
that you feel are most important?
* Which parts of your celebration would be the easiest to change
so that you could spend more time on the things that are most
meaningful for you?
* What holiday memories do you want for yourself & your family?
* Which activities could you scale back to reduce stress?
* Where can you enlist help to make tasks easier and more fun?
* Which activities could you cut out altogether?
* Which activities do you find particularly enriching, and worthy of
more time and effort?

Click the image to get fun, faithful
and FREE Advent activities and
videos delivered to your email.

The Advent
Wreath
The Advent wreath can help you
focus on preparing for Jesus' coming, amidst the hustle and bustle of
the holiday season.
The evergreen circle reminds us of
God's love for us, which has no beginning or end. We light the candles in the dark of winter as we anticipate the coming of Jesus, the
Light of the World.
Try turning down the lights so you
can focus more on the candles and
making this a special,
prayerful time. There is no correct
way to pray with your
wreath, so you can decide for yourself what works best for you family.
Use an Advent booklet, pray in your
own words, or try the ones at these
links:
Advent Wreath Prayers
Shorter Advent Wreath Prayers

Blessing the
Nativity

In a small procession, each
member of the family can
carry one of the figures to its
place. (Consider waiting to
add Jesus until Christmas
Eve.) When all are in place,
pray:
God of Love, bless this
nativity we have prepared.
Let it be a daily reminder of
the hope and promise of the
coming of your Son and our
Savior, Jesus Christ. In his
holy name, we pray. Amen.

