
           

 

Lent 2023 

Dear Friends of St. Joseph the Worker Shrine, 
 

 A newspaper cartoon pictured a large library with shelf after shelf of books.  In the 

midst of the picture was a man seated at a table, looking at himself in a mirror – the 

caption underneath read: “The little thing that puzzles him.”  The cartoonist was 

suggesting that for all of our vast knowledge, symbolized by an endless collection of books, 

the thing we still know least about is ourselves. The Lenten Season is upon us once again.  

It’s a privileged time to hit the pause button and conduct a serious examination of our 

lives – to bracket the clutter and distractions that keep us from realistically confronting 

the direction of our lives.   
 

 In a similar way, here at the Shrine, our annual in-house Lenten Appeal is 

underway; it allows us to realistically assess and address important concerns that can 

otherwise be easily overlooked.  As you know, over the years, the funds raised through this 

appeal have been designated to address specific infrastructure projects that needed some 

attention – most recently (2021), we were able to upgrade the air-circulation capacity in 

the Shrine by installing 4 reversible mini-split HVAC units instead of simply replacing the 

failing 30-year-old ceiling fans.  This past year (2022), we replaced the threadbare floor 

coverings along the entire length of the Office/Conference Hall corridor (including the 

offices themselves) - with enough quality carpeting material left over to also replace the 

rug coverings in each of the confessionals. 
 

 This year, one aim is to install a fixed camera system - to more professionally 

livestream our 10:00 o’clock Sunday Mass for those who are homebound - something 

we’ve been doing since the advent of Covid, albeit using the most rudimentary and least 

dependable methods: basically using a cell phone on a moveable tripod!  The upgrade will 

feature 2 permanently mounted cameras managed via a control panel and with audio 

connection to our newly donated sound system.  Professionals who installed such a system 

at St. William’s in Tewksbury have assessed our needs and priced-out the project.  A 

second aim is to acquire an A.E.D. defibrillation unit, to have it at the ready for possible 

cardiac emergency use if needed. Both of these aims should be well within the range of the 

funds that are regularly raised in our annual in-house Lenten Appeal, thanks to the 

ongoing generosity of those who worship here and who value the Shrine as that “hidden 

jewel in the heart of downtown Lowell.”  As always, any left-over monies will revert to the 

Shrine’s general operating fund. 
 

 Thank you in advance for your accustomed generosity in this annual Appeal to 

maintain the Shrine’s inner workings – please make checks payable to: 

         St. Joseph the Worker Shrine (memo line: Lenten Appeal 2023). 
 

 I am, sincerely in Christ Jesus and Mary Immaculate, 
 

  Fr. Michael Amesse, OMI 
  Fr. Michael Amesse, OMI 


