
Holy Water at the Shrine 
 

 Now that most pandemic restrictions have been lifted, we can resume 

making Holy Water available to all who enter the Shrine.  We do so having 

learned valuable lessons in this most recent health emergency and over the 

years.  Many times during the regular flu seasons, we have had to empty the 

Holy Water fonts to avoid virus transmission.   

Please note that touchless Holy Water dispensers have been installed 

above the traditional Holy Water fonts at the entrances to the Shrine. Simply 

place your hand some 2 or 3 inches below the base of the dispenser to receive 

an amount of Holy Water with which to bless yourself. 
 

We have also reactivated the Holy Water fountain in the rear of the 

Confessional lobby – anyone wishing to fill a container for later home use can 

once again draw Holy Water from this source. 

 
 

Refurbishing damaged pews 
 

 Because the Shrine carefully observed all COVID 19 Protocols, we were 

able to re-open our doors on June 13th of last year with the full array of our 

religious services. 

One of the protocols required us to sanitize all surfaces in the Shrine 

after every Mass gathering.  All the pews that were not blocked-off for social 

distancing were therefore sprayed with a powerful disinfectant over a period 

of many months until the recent lifting of that sanitizing requirement.  The 

accumulated layers of disinfectant reacted with the polyurethane coating on 

the pews and has produced a viscous film which can attach itself to clothing. 

We have investigated various possible chemical solutions for removing 

this film but have concluded that a light sanding and the application of a new 

coat of polyurethane is the way to go.  Accordingly, this process of sanding 

and refinishing the pews will get underway in the coming days and weeks.   

 Thank you for your understanding and patience as we strive to 

remediate this unfortunate by-product of a procedure that, after all, helped to 

keep us safe over these many months of emergency precautions undertaken 

here at the Shrine. 

 

 


