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ST. MARY PARISH  MENOMONEE FALLS, WI 

 

July 1, 2017 ushered in a new era for St. Mary’s with the 

welcoming of Monsignor Ross Shecterle and Father Rick 

Wendell. 

 

Monsignor Shecterle 

was most recently 

assigned as the Rector 

of Sacred Heart 

Seminary and School 

of Theology in 

Franklin  for five 

years.  

 

Fr. Rick comes to us after taking a brief sabbatical to care 

for his mother and to tackle some health-related issues.  

 

The St. Mary Parish community wishes them both a happy 

and healthy tenure as they minister to the parishioners of 

St. Mary’s and St. Anthony’s.  

OUR MISSION 

Love God above all else       ::       Love neighbor as self       ::       Go, make disciples 

Message from Monsignor Shecterle 

A WARM 
PARISH 

WELCOME 
 

MONSIGNOR ROSS 

SHECTERLE  

& 
FATHER RICK 

WENDELL 

First, I want to say thank you. In these first few months at St. Mary’s I 

have been touched by the kindness and generosity of your spirit.   

St. Mary’s is a wonderful Parish community and I feel blessed to be 

here.  

 

As your Pastor/Administrator, I encourage you to spend time this 

year intentionally focusing on your relationship with God and 

striving for a faith-filled life. Fall in love with God, ask Him for the 

wisdom to see His plan for you. If we are individually and 

collectively intentional in keeping the Lord front and center in our 

lives, we will reach eternal salvation together as a people of faith.  

 

How we spend our time is a sign of what we value. Spending time 

individually in prayer and sharing our communal prayer at St. Mary’s 

during Mass, we will listen for the Lord as He calls us to build His 

vibrant Church on earth.  



ST. MARY PARISH  MENOMONEE FALLS, WI 
St. Mary’s becomes a Teaching/Preaching Parish: 

REAL WORLD EXPERIENCE FOR SEMINARIANS 
The primary goal of the Teaching Parish Program and Preaching Parish Program is to provide hands on 

experience for seminarians.  

 

2017-18: Deacon Daniel Ramos, from the Diocese of Little Rock and originally from Mexico, will be 

preaching occasionally at St. Mary’s and St. Anthony’s as he is mentored by Monsignor Shecterle and Fr. 

Wendell. This is part of the Preaching Parish program. 

2018-19: A seminarian will be assigned to St. Mary’s and St. Anthony’s as part of the Teaching Parish 

Program from Saint Francis de Sales Seminary, similar to John LoCoco’s summer assignments at St. 

Mary’s, except it will be year-long through the seminarian’s time in formation.  

 

Seminarians in the Teaching Parish Program are involved in the following areas of Parish life at some 

point during the four-year process. 

This formation model highlights the reality that formation is ongoing and lifelong, and it does not take 

place through academics alone. 

FISCAL YEAR 2016-17 GOALS - REPORT ON PROGRESS 

Buildings and Grounds repairs & Teacher pay parity 

In Fiscal Year 2016-17 (7/1/16 - 6/30/17), our two major financial 

goals were to make progress on long-delayed maintenance to our 

campus facilities and to come closer to reaching Archdiocesan goals 

set for teacher pay. 

 

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 
More progress was made in 2016-17, year two of a multi-year effort to 

repair and improve safety on the campus grounds. Repairs were 

made to the church building and safety repairs made to the concrete 

entrances to the church, school, and Parish office building.  

 

Funding roof replacement is a major buildings and    

grounds goal for the 2017-18 fiscal year. 

 

TEACHER PAY 
While we can never match state-funded public school compensation 

(salaries and benefits), the Archdiocese asks us to aim for roughly 

80% of public school pay scales; this is an area needing attention. 

With the generosity of parishioners we made progress last year on 

the full compensation package but have not yet met our target.  

 

While our wonderful school staff deserve even more than the 

80% target, we need to continue our efforts in 2017-18 to 

more equitably compensate our teachers.  

• Liturgy 

• RCIA/Adult formation 

• Catechetics/Child and Youth Ministry 

• Evangelization 

• Outreach/Human Concerns 

• Administration 



ST. MARY PARISH  MENOMONEE FALLS, WI Financial Outlook 
St. Mary Parish is flourishing. New members are welcomed into the pews every 

month, new families are joining our school, babies are born and marriages 

celebrated. Generous parishioners have given freely of their resources and 

capable staff manage the expenditures with great care. The results? A Parish 

on sound financial ground. Thank you to everyone who works to maintain and 

grow our Parish.  

 

In 2016-17 the mortgage was 

refinanced to guarantee a 

better rate for the remainder 

of the payout. A 10-year 

mortgage was secured. 

However, the mortgage 

should be cleared in eight 

years at the current 

accelerated rate of         

payment. 

 

In addition to mortgage and 

debt reduction, the Parish  

expenses include: 

Administration, Building and 

Grounds maintenance, 

Cemetery upkeep, 

Education and Formation (Adult Education, Christian Formation K-12 and our 

Day School), Charitable Ministries and Outreach through our Human Concerns 

Commission, Evangelization, Pastoral Ministries, and Prayer and Worship.  

 

Parish revenue comes from the sources outlined below, along with School and 

Christian Formation tuition and fees, cemetery fees, fundraisers and directed 

giving.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A note about Directed Giving 
Questions are frequently asked about particular donations or purchases. Very 

often, a parishioner will make a directed donation for a certain item. When this 

occurs, the Parish is obligated to spend the money on those items. For 

example, if a parishioner donates money for replacement chairs, or debt 

reduction, or the heating systems, we are legally obligated to use those funds 

for the specified purpose. So next time you find yourself wondering about a 

particular purchase, in all likelihood it is due to a directed donation.  

Mortgage  

Balance 7/1/2016 $1,850,157 

Balance 6/30/2017 $1,272,879 

    

2016-17 regularly scheduled 

Principal payments 

$105,765  

2016-17 Interest payment $60,504 

Additional principal (paid 

with 2016-17 debt reduction 

donations and reserves) 

$471,513 

Revenue 

 2015-16 2016-17 Change 

Financial Giving $1,359,968 $1,478,909 +$118,941 

Holy Days $57,637 $48,596 -$9,041 

Offertory Collection $74,529 $75,291 +$762 

Capital  $49,168 $51,053 +$1,885 

Total $1,541,302 $1,653,849 +$112,547 

Pope Francis has made 

our mission simple - 

'Prayer and Action' 

 

PRAYER - Prayer is 

powerful. Our global 

Catholic community 

should forever continue 

to pray. Lord hear our 

prayers. 

 

ACTION - Will you give 

charitably? Will you 

allow your charity to cost 

you something so it can 

change you? 

 
 

A message from 

Monsignor Shecterle 

 

Tithing is an Old 

Testament, scripture- 

based concept - 

returning to the Lord 

from what He provided.  

 

In your prayer, ask God 

for an understanding on 

how you should live and 

prioritize your life. 

Return to God from the 

many gifts and blessings 

He gave you with your 

Time, Talent and 

Treasure. Don’t get too 

attached to worldly ways, 

give charitably based on 

the many abilities you 

have been given.  “What 

profit would there be for 

one to gain the whole 

world and lose his soul.” 
Matthew 16:26  

 

And as St. Teresa of 

Calcutta reminds us, “Do 

not be afraid of loving to 

the point of sacrifice, until 

it hurts. This is the 

meaning of true love,  

give until it hurts.”  

 

Thanks for all you do. 

 

Peace,  

Monsignor Shecterle 



ST. MARY PARISH  MENOMONEE FALLS, WI St. Mary’s & St. Anthony’s -  
Collaborating Parishes and 
Shared Priests 
 

Q&A  
with Monsignor Shecterle 

 

 

Is this the first step toward merging the 

parishes?  

 
There are no hidden agendas here, the current plan is 

to keep both parishes open and thriving. But scarce 

resources call for a new look at how we operate. We 

are working together to reduce costs through 

increased efficiency and sharing resources.  

 

 

How well is this working in other 

parishes?  
 

Generally, pretty well. Each situation is different, and 

there are always bumps along the road as changes 

get made, but overall the efforts to share resources 

have been successful. In some cases the “resources” 

have been database management or accounting, 

others have involved staff working for two parishes in 

administrative or facility management functions. In 

most collaborative parishes, priests are jointly 

administering to parishes.  Much of what will happen 

in the first year is to “synchronize” the two parishes 

for effective ministry in both. 

 

 

What will happen if one of the two 

priests is on vacation or needs time off? 

Will we still have Mass at both 

parishes?  
 

Masses, and sacraments requiring a priest, will be 

supplemented by a pool of help out priests. Over 

time, deacons may collaborate under the direction of 

the assigned pastor, to preside at baptisms and 

weddings, preach, and facilitate other pastoral and 

liturgical activities when needed.  

 

 

 

FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE 2020 

VISION PLAN: 

There are three principal factors which will 

impact parishes in the Archdiocese of 

Milwaukee over the next decade. 

1. From 2010 to 2020, the number of priest 

retirements will exceed ordinations 

resulting in a projected 40% reduction in 

the number of priests serving in Parish 

ministry. 

2. The costs of operating parishes and funding 

ministries are escalating rapidly and 

parishes can gain economies of scale by 

collaborating with other parishes. 

3. The one mission of the Church, shared by 

all parishes, can be carried out more 

effectively by combining efforts and sharing 

resources. 

 
The full 2020 Vision document is available on the 

Archdiocese Web site: www.archmil.org 

PRAYERS FOR OUR 
FRIENDS IN ROME 
Please remember our current, former and 

future priests in your prayers. 

 

Our very own seminarian John 

LoCoco was ordained a 

Deacon on September 28, 

2017 at St. Peter’s Basilica in 

Rome. John will be staying in 

Rome to complete his studies; 

his ordination to the 

priesthood is planned for 

Milwaukee in spring of 

2018. John will begin his 

first assignment as a 

priest of the Archdiocese 

of Milwaukee next 

summer. 

 

Fr. John Burns is studying at the Pontifical 

University of the Holy Cross in Rome, 

completing his doctorate program in Moral 

Theology. Fr. John anticipates finishing his 

studies in 2019 and returning to the 

Archdiocese of Milwaukee.  

 

Pray for me and I’ll pray for thee! 
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MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT: 2017 YOUTH MISSION TRIP 
Forty-eight youth and adult parishioners from St. Mary’s travelled 

to a Dulce, New Mexico Indian Reservation for the June 2017 Youth 

Mission Trip with SHINE Catholic Work Camp. Each year teens and 

chaperones volunteer to attend this week-long mission.  The work 

is exhausting and the accommodations are modest. Still, each year 

there is a wait list for both teens and chaperones.  There is a 

hunger for more than what this world can offer and it is found here! 

Mission trip participants grow in a deeper relationship with Christ 

through serving those in need along with participating in daily 

Mass, prayer, adoration, reconciliation and lots of rockin’ praise 

and worship.  As Christ becomes the center of their lives they 

make life long friendships and develop a solid faith life.  

The 2017 trip focused on: 

• Becoming a “follower” of Christ and more “disconnected” 
from electronics and social media. 

• Focusing on what brings us pure “Joy”.  This can only come 

through God’s grace when we are doing His will.  Temporary 

pleasure from material goods and unchaste relationships is 

fleeting and can cause us pain.  

• Taking ownership in our own faith lives.  Striving to be a Saint, 
through our own uniqueness, the Saint God needs us to be.  

Special thanks to Betsy Potter, our Christian Formation Director of 

Religious Education, for dedicated service to the youth of our 

Parish. Thanks also to the adult volunteers who work side-by-side 

with Betsy and the youth of our Parish.  
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ST. MARY PARISH P 
arish 

SCORECARD 
 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 

New Families 140 122 94 

Baptisms 36 58 66 

First Holy Communion 49 55 58 

Confirmation 46 30 78 

Day School 335 350 360 

Christian Formation 274 271 307 

Mission Trip - (youth/adult)  43 50 48 

Marriages 9 12 20 

 


