
Finance Council Report to Parish 

Weekend of October 28 - 29 

• Hello and good morning.   I have the pleasure of serving on the Finance Council.   

 

• A few months ago, the Finance Council gave an update on their recent work.  The four items 

highlighted during that update were 1) an expansion of the weekly financial report 2) the 

release of the first “Stewardship Report”, which I’ll talk more about in a minute 3) the creation 

of a new email account so Parishioners could communicate directly with the Finance Council 

and 4) the status of the BAA.  I’d like to briefly discuss one new items being worked on by the FC 

and give you an update on two that were discussed previously.     

 

1. Facility assessment – earlier this year a leading construction management company, 

Ownes –Ames-Kimball, out of Grand Rapids conducted an assessment of our facilities 

here at St Peters.  Through their generosity, an assessment that would typically cost 

thousands of dollars was done at no cost.  Overall they found the facilities safe, 

functional, and in reasonable condition.  They noted the buildings have been 

periodically updated in high use areas but significant deferred maintenance exists, such 

as window replacement, flooring, and asphalt.   The Finance Council plans to use this 

study to build a long-term plan to address the concerns.  Unfortunately the total cost of 

repair is just over $2 million, well beyond our means.  But we do plan to focus on some 

of the high need areas over the next few years. 

One area that we receive a lot of feedback on is the quality of the sound system.  Please 

know that is on our list.   

I’d also like to give a shout out to the Knights, who earlier today (or yesterday) donated 

their time and talent to complete a number of the items in the assessment.  This 

generosity saved this Parish thousands of dollars.  Thank you Knights!!! 

If you would like to review the assessment, which I hope you do as it is very well done, 

please check out the Parish website.   

2. BAA – the Finance Council realizes you are probably tired of hearing about the annual 

bishop’s appeal but just one more quick update.  At this point in the year we are 

$27,000 short of our goal.  As mentioned previously any amount short must be paid to 

the Dioceses out of the Parish budget, which is a big hit to our budget.  If you can help 

fill this gap we should certainly appreciate it.  Please also know that we are in the 

process of sending a letter to the Bishop asking him to re-evaluate the amount owed by 

St Peters.  We don’t expect it to impact this years amount however we do hope it helps 

in future years.   

 

3. Quarterly Stewardship Report – stewardship is about time, talent, and treasurers.  

There is so much of each of those done by you, the parishioners in this church every day 

it’s important that we highlight that great work.  The annual report was in the bulletin a 

couple weeks back, I hope you had a chance to read it.  We plan to work with the Parish 



Council to publish a quarterly stewardship report starting in mid-January for the last 

quarter.     

 

 

• Please pray for the work of your FC and thank you for your attention.  


