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SJB RetuRn to MaSS Set foR May 30/31
We are excited to move forward with a “yellow light” approach!

as many of you have 
heard, parishes through-
out our Diocese will begin 
offering Mass in church 
starting this month. We 
are excited to gather as 
a parish family, though 
it will look and feel very 
different. Please know that 
we are moving forward 
cautiously with your safety 
in mind. 

We recently shared a link 
to a “Return to Church” 
survey and received 368 
responses. Of the respon-
dents, approximately 30% 

said they were ready to return to Mass at the end 
of this month. 33% said they will wait at least a 
few weeks, and the rest will not return until July 
or later. Most said they prefer going Saturday eve-
ning and Sunday morning. Based on this feedback 
and information from other parishes, the Parish 
Staff has made the decision to return to Mass May 
30/31, beginning with two weekend Masses and 
ramping up to more later as we see how things go 
and work out the details. Here is more informa-
tion: 

WHEN DOES MASS IN CHURCH RESUME & WHAT 
TIMES?

Our Staff has been meeting the past few weeks 
to discuss the many details related to resum-
ing Mass. These include safety measures such 
as social distancing, personal protective equip-
ment (PPE), sanitation and distributing Eucharist. 
In order to make sure all safety measures are in 
place, SJB Staff made the decision, in line with the 

Bishop’s directive, to resume Mass in church here 
at SJB starting the weekend of May 30/31. Week-
day Mass will also resume in church the following 
week (June 2).  

•	 Starting May 30/31, we will offer Mass at 
these times: Saturday at 5 PM and Sunday 
at 8:45 AM. 

•	 Weekday Mass will be held at these times:  
Tuesday and Thursday at 7 AM.

All Masses will continue to be live streamed. Addi-
tionally, we will record the 5 PM Saturday eve-
ning Mass and share the link on Sunday morning 
so parishioners will have the option of watching a 
third Mass when they choose.  

ARE WE REQUIRED TO GO?

We would like to remind everyone that the Bishop 
has given full dispensation from obligation for 
Sunday Mass through August 15. Please do not 
come if you feel uncomfortable or fall within the 
Covid-19 high risk categories (65 and older or 
health issues). Again, the Bishop has given dispen-
sation so you do not need to go. We will continue 
to live stream all Masses at www.sjbnewburgh.org.



 

WHAT IS SJB DOING TO MAKE SURE WE WILL BE 
SAFE?

as with everything else during this pandemic, 
there will be many precautions and things will look 
different for the time being. The following safety 
measures will be in place:

1) Face masks are required for aLL who enter the 
church and should remain in place throughout 
Mass, removed only for the eucharist (remove 
from one ear then replace). Parents: the CDC rec-
ommends that all over the age of 3 wear a mask. 
If you do not feel your child can wear a face 
mask, please consider watching the live stream 
Mass with your family. also, everyone is asked to 
please bring their own personal hand sanitizer for 
before and after Communion. 

2) The Eucharist will be received in the hands and 
not on the tongue. The Eucharistic ministers will 
sanitize their hands before and after Eucharist 
and will “drop” the host gently in your hands. Out 
of charity for others, please follow these guide-
lines! also, rather than have a Communion line, 
the ministers will bring Communion directly to the 
congregation. Please remain kneeling with hands 
cupped and they will distribute from the pew in 
front of you (every other pew will be blocked off). 
If you cannot remain in a kneeling position, that is 
okay! Just sit slightly forward in the pew.

3) There should be 6 ft. of distance between 
families at all times, as facilitated by ushers. We 
will have seating marked off so social distancing is 
practiced.

4) The congregation will enter from the front 
doors on the right and exit from the left. These 
will be propped open and no other doors will be 

open. The church building will be open 30 min-
utes before Mass time. The areas to the right and 
left of the Narthex (including Elizabeth Room, 
Nursery, bathrooms, stairs) will be roped off and 
the Chapel will be closed. Gatherings before or 
after Mass in the Narthex or in the parking lot are 
discouraged by the Bishop’s guidelines.

5) The church will be sanitized after every 
Mass. In order to keep the many surfaces and air 
clean, we will refrain from using books or missals, 
singing, and the Sign of Peace. Also, collection 
baskets will be at the doors rather than passed 
around, and Holy Water fonts will remain drained.

HOW MANY CAN FIT IN CHURCH?

Allowing for every other pew to be blocked off 
and for 6 feet between families, we estimate 
about 175 can fit safely in church. We have no 
way of knowing how many will come once we 
open up, though 368 responded to our survey. We 
hate to turn people away (that goes totally against 
our “all are welcome” philosophy) but will have to 
on weekends if the church fills up. If this happens, 
we are very sorry and we encourage you to watch 
Mass on the live stream camera (www.sjbnew-
burgh.org).

WHAT ABOUT USHERS & OTHER LITURGICAL 
MINISTERS?

Due to the self-distancing guidelines, we are in 
need of more ushers to ensure social distancing 
and the wearing of masks. We will need 8 ushers 
per Mass, so lots of people are needed. 



those that are 65 and older are not expected to 
volunteer to help, so we are looking for some 
young men and women to answer the call! If you 
can help, contact Mike at mkillebrew@evdio.
org or (812) 490-1000.

At this time, we do not need Sacristans or Servers 
(until school resumes). We will also only have one 
Lector in order to reduce the number of people in 
the Sanctuary. As with the congregation, everyone 
in the Sanctuary will wear a mask for their protec-
tion and yours. Finally, we will not have Nursery 
services or Liturgy of the Word at this time.

 

WHY WILL OTHER AREAS OF THE BUILDING BE 
CLOSED?

We are required to keep track of any areas people 
come in contact with and sanitize them (doors, 
walls, pews, railings, etc.) This will require sanitiz-
ing after every Mass. Since we do not have the 
manpower to sanitize everything else (lower level, 
Elizabeth Rooms, Nursery, bathrooms), we will 
have them blocked off for now. Please be patient 
with us – someday the entire church will be open 
again! 

IS THE OFFICE OPEN?

The office is now open with limited hours. Please 
call or email if you need to get a hold of anyone. If 
you need to pick something up (like Magnificats) 
we have a cart outside with items to be picked up 
on it. Also, any correspondence can be dropped 
off in the mail slot. Please call 812-490-1000 if you 
need anything!

 

ARE OTHER CHURCHES DOING THE SAME THING?

All of the churches in the Diocese are operating 
under the directive of the Bishop, yet have some 
leeway to make decisions as to what works best 
for their congregation. You may see other parishes 
doing things slightly differently. They made these 
decisions based on criteria such as size of con-
gregation, layout of church, parishioner profile, 
manpower, etc.

Again, thank you for your patience and under-
standing. Please call us at 812-490-1000 if you 
have questions or concerns. 
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MaSS tIMeS BeGInnInG May 30!
Saturday @ 5 PM

Sunday @ 8:45 AM 
Tuesday & Thursday @ 7 AM

All Masses will continue to be live streamed at www.sjbnewburgh.org

Additionally, we will record the 5 PM Saturday Mass and  
share the link on our website and Facebook on Sunday morning  

so parishioners will have the option of watching a third Mass when they choose.  


