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PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION 
Isaiah 50:4-7 
Philippians 2:6-11 
Matthew 26:14 – 27:66     
 
     In the second century, St. Irenaeus said, “The glory of God is a human being who is fully 
alive.” On this Passion Sunday, we might say, “The glory of God is human being who is fully 
passionate.” 
     Passion is one of the greatest gifts God has given us. Passion is the fire that burns in the 
heart of every human being. Passion is the flame of genius that gives us great music, enduring 
art, classic literature, and sometimes even inspired preaching. 
     Jesus came to light a fire upon the earth. That fire is our passion for God! 
     Jesus was fully human; Jesus was filled with passion. Jesus was the glory of God. 
     Jesus was a passionate man. Everything that Jesus did bore the mark of passion: every 
forgiving word he spoke, every gesture of love, his laughter, his tears, his anger at hypocrisy; 
everything was fired with passion. The intensity of his will, the depth of his feeling, his love for 
the poor and vulnerable; everything was fired with his passion. 
     It was the passion of Jesus that saved us. The passion that burned in the heart of Jesus led 
him to Gethsemane, to the high priest’s house, to the court of Pontius Pilate, to Golgotha. 
Passion led Christ to his cross. 
     Yes, Jesus was a man of passion. But so was Pontius Pilate. So too were the Jewish 
authorities. You might say that the passion narrative is a clash of passions. The passion of those 
who brought about the suffering and death of Jesus was a negative force; it was misdirected, 
unredeemed passion; it was passion not for God and for life, but for death and destruction. And 
that is where passion goes when it is not directed ultimately toward God. 
     What makes the difference? Why was the passion of some directed toward death and 
destruction while the passion of Jesus was directed toward God? 
     I suggest that the answer is found in the reading from Philippians: “Christ Jesus, though he 
was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God something to be grasped. Rather, he 
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and found human in 
appearance, he humbled himself, becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross.” 
     Kenosis is the Greek word for it. Jesus’ life was a life of self-emptying. Jesus trusted 
completely in his Abba, his Father. Our Lenten journey is a journey of kenosis, of emptying 
ourselves of everything that misdirects our passion for God. When we let go of anger, jealousy, 
envy, hatred, then our passion turns naturally to God. It is in our nature to be wildly passionate 
about God. Sin blocks that passion. 
     Brothers and sisters, be fully human this Holy Week. Be passionate people! Share in the 
passionate love of Christ for his disciples and his Church on Holy Thursday. Walk with Christ 
along the way of self-emptying this Good Friday. Walk the path of kenosis, of dying to self until 
it leads to the heights of passion. On Easter morning, let the fire of passion for God erupt in 
your hearts like the fire of the Easter candle. Let your passion swell like the Exultet. Be 
passionate people; be fully human! 


