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Meet and welcome our new priests! 
FATHER RANDY BUDNAR - parochial 
vicar: I was ordained a Catholic Priest in 
1988—on the same day as Fr. Kelley. I have a BA 
from St. Meinrad Seminary College in Indiana 
and a Master of Divinity from St. Francis School 
of Theology in Milwaukee. 
      I served five years (1988-1993) at St. Victor  
in Monroe; first with Fr. Nilles and then with  
Fr. Umhoefer. I then served three years at St. 
Maria Goretti on the west side of Madison with 
Fr. Schuster, 1993-1996. I served one year with 
Fr. Hennington at St. John in Waunakee. I served 
two years (1997-1999) at Sacred Hearts in Sun 
Prairie, first with Fr. Hinnen and then with  
Fr. Moellenberndt. Then, one year as pastor at 
St. Augustine in Footville. Then, as pastor of St. 
Patrick’s in Hollandale and Immaculate Concep-
tion in Blanchardville. I served as pastor at Holy 
Rosary in Darlington from 2002-2013. In 2012-
2013, I was also pastor for St. Peter in Elk Grove, 
Our Lady of Hope in Seymour, St. Michael in 
Calamine, and Immaculate Conception in Tru-
man. For the diocese, I served on the Priest Per-
sonnel Board and on the Presbyteral Council. I 
was also vicari-
ate for the Lafa-
yette Deanery. 
God has contin-
ued to bless me 
by bringing me 
to be pastor for 
St. Ann in 
Stoughton (2013
-2023)and is 
currently bless-
ing me to be 
parochial vicar 
for Holy Mother 
in Oregon, St. 
Ann in Stough-
ton, St. Joseph in Edgerton, St. Paul in Evans-
ville, and St. Augustine in Footville.    
     I grew up in McFarland, where my parents 
Roland and Joyce still live. I am the second old-
est of six, joined by Suzanne, Linda, Jim, Lisa 
and Rebecca. (Although sometimes I say I am 
older than my older sister because she stopped 
aging when she was 40.) I have four nieces and 
one nephew. 
      I have been a chaplain in the Wisconsin Air 
Guard for the 115th Fighter Wing at Truax base 
in Madison, serving from February 1996 to Au-
gust 2001.  I was deployed for 2 weeks to Hickam 
Air Force Base in Hawaii, and for 5 weeks to 
Tuzla Air Force Base in Bosnia. I served in the 

FATHER TOM KELLEY - pastor: I was 
born September 4, 1961 and raised in the 
southwestern corner of the State of Wiscon-
sin, near Fennimore on a dairy farm. I am 
the fourth child of Virgil and Loretta Kelley. 
I have 7 brothers and 4 sisters, all of whom 
are still living and working in southern Wis-
consin. My father farmed 160 acres until his 
retirement 5 years before his death in 1996 
from complications from diabetes and 
pneumonia, ultimately succumbing to a 
heart attack. My mother lived in her house 
until her death in 2021, at 87 years old. After 
graduation from Fennimore High School, I 
enrolled in 
the seminary 
program at 
Loras College 
in Dubuque, 
Iowa. In 1984 
I graduated 
with a BA in 
Psychology. 
From Loras I 
enrolled in 
the Major 
Seminary at 
St. John’s 
University in 
Collegeville, 
Minnesota and graduated with a Master of 
Divinity. I was ordained a priest 

 

     My ministerial history began with my 
first assignment at St. Bernard’s in Middle-
ton, where I was the associate pastor for 6 
years. In 1994, I was assigned to St. John 
Vianney in Janesville as the associate  
pastor for 2 years, before being assigned to 
Our Lady Queen of Peace, in Madison, for 3 
years. I was an associate pastor for 11 years 
under 4 pastors. In 1999 I was made pastor 
of a rural parish with a school, Holy Rosary 
in Darlington, where I served for 3 years. 
While pastor I renovated the interior of the 
church by stripping down the plaster wall 
and exposing the stone wall behind it to 
reveal a beautiful space for worship. 
     In 2002 I was assigned to be pastor of St. 
Francis Xavier in Cross Plains. In my 18 
years at St. Francis Xavier I led the building 
of a parish hall and offices, renovated the 
rectory, acquired an 11 acre parcel adjacent 
to the church property as well as a 32 acre 
parcel from the same farm, which is in the 

FATHER DAVID WANISH - parochial  
vicar: Father David comes to us from Milton 
and Edgerton, after serving at St. Gabriel Catholic 
Parish in Lake Mills and Johnson Creek. Upon his 
arrival in Milton and Edgerton, “Father David” 
replaced “Father Dave”—Father Dave Timmer-
man, who now pastors St. Pius the X Catholic 
Church in Cambridge. 
    They first met in Bloomington (near Platteville) 
when Father Wanish was an intern and in his 
second of four years as a seminarian. Father Tim-
merman was his supervisor. That’s when they 
began using “Father David” and “Father Dave”  
to distinguish themselves. 
 

     “I got to know him and he mentored me, and 
I’m very appreciative of our time together,” he 
said. “It was an honor for me to be stepping in.” 
    Wanish grew 
up in the Catho-
lic faith and in 
the Green Bay 
area. He gradu-
ated from Green 
Bay East High 
School. 
    In his 20s, he 
said he had he 
experienced a 
renewal in his 
life of faith. He 
started meeting 
with various 
groups who 
would pray and discuss the Scriptures. 
    “It wasn’t until my 30s that I started thinking 
seriously, ‘Maybe priesthood is my calling.’”  
    In his early 30s he served in the Peace Corps for 
six months. When the former math teacher re-
turned, the Iron Curtain had fallen and the top 
math teaching jobs were being taken. “It was a lot 
of competition,” he said. 
    He decided to go back to school to get a degree 
in engineering. During this time, people started 
asking him if he was a priest—and suggesting 
that he would be a good priest. So many people 
commented that he said he started thinking seri-
ously about becoming a priest. 
    “I looked at my parish priest, who was in Madi-
son at the time. I really admired him,” Wanish 
said. “He was good at what he did and he enjoyed 
what he did. I started thinking that I enjoyed 
those same kinds of things.” 
    Today, having been in priestly ministry for 21 
years, he said, “I really love seeing people grow 
closer to God through Jesus. I just live for that. I 



fire department in Hollandale. I served 
on a hospital ethics board for Iowa Coun-
ty and for Stoughton Hospital. I was a 

chaplain for the Boy Scouts. I was a member of the American Legion 
and served on the honor guard in Darlington and in Stoughton.  I have 
been chaplain for the 3rd and 4th degree of Knights of Columbus, also 
for the Catholic Daughters.  
      I’ve also enjoyed being in community theater.  I am an usher at the 
Stoughton Opera House. I play the ukulele with the Yahara Strummers. 
      I have traveled to Rome, Germany, Czech Republic, Slovak Republic, 
Austria, Australia, Canada, Mexico, Costa Rica, Peru, Puerto Rico,  
Tanzania, Greece, Turkey, Israel, Jordan, Egypt and Ghana. I have tried 
skydiving, hang-gliding, whitewater rafting, parasailing, and driving a 
Segway. I’ve hiked up Mt. Quandary in Colorado, Mt. Kilimanjaro in 

Tanzania, Mount St. Helens 
in Washington, and down 
the Grand Canyon in Arizo-
na. I’ve had a fun hot air 
balloon ride in Colorado and 
went on an afternoon cattle 
drive.  Some of these things I 
did with Fr. Wanish. I have 
enjoyed playing soccer, bas-
ketball, tennis, biking, scuba 
diving, acting, traveling and 
reading. I also enjoy playing 
the guitar, the ukulele, play-
ing cards, singing in church, 
and talking about religion. 
   I used to think I chose to be 
a priest. Now I think I chose 
to follow Christ, who chose 
the priesthood for me. I am 
grateful to God and grateful 
to you. God has a lot of good 
things in store for us. ❐ 

early stages of being developed for single-
family housing. Funds from the Creek 
Crossing development will be used for the 

parish endowment and current and future needs. Many other improve-
ments were made, including renovating the sanctuary worship space and 
adding a stained glass window. I enjoy beauty and leading people to 
maintain their parish and have pride in their church.  
      I’m currently concluding 3 years of being the pastor at Sacred Hearts 
of Jesus and Mary parish in Sun Prairie. 
      My personal faith journey began with good parents who were faithful 
Mass attendees. I was struck by a statement my father made during a 
stretch in the 1970s when a gas shortage brought the threat of rationing. 
He said that if that happened, we would only use gas for the farm  
tractors and to get to church on Sunday.  
     I most enjoy presiding at Mass and preaching. I have been told that 
I’m a good preacher and am able to break the word open in a way people 
can understand. I am also a Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist; 
therefore I enjoy the healing ministry of counseling. I am able to use my 
skills on Rachael’s Vineyard Retreats for post-abortive men and women. 
Frequently I am able to use a special therapy call EMDR to facilitate rap-
id healing. I like to read spiritual books, but prefer to unwind watching 
sports, news, or a good Ken Burns-style PBS show. I love being a priest 
and I am very excited to be your pastor. ❐ 

want to be part of it. I want to enhance 
that growth. Jesus is the source of life.  
I want that life, and I want others to  

have that life.” 
      He references the apostles of Jesus who said, “It’s no longer I who live 
but Christ who lives in me.” And, he said, “We can think of the words of 
Jesus: ‘I am the way and the truth and the life.’” 
      “I think Jesus gave the ultimate answer to what we’re seeking: It’s 
life,” he said. 
      And a big part of that life is community. “I’m really looking forward 
to our community gatherings, our worship gatherings,” he said. “As we 
worship, we pour out our hearts to God and at the same time, God’s  
love comes down upon us. The Lord can fill our hearts with love, joy,  
peace—but the word I use most is life.” 
      On a lighter note he admits he might, from time to time, reference  
the Packers. Growing up in the Green Bay area, he’s a fan and he’s used 
to seeing people wear green and gold to church on Sundays. He under-
stands not everyone is a Packers fan and tries to caution people if he’s 
going to say something about the Packers—so those who are not fans  
are not taken off-guard. 
      In addition to the Packers, Father David grew up enjoying outdoor 
activities: hunting, fishing, camping. His main sport growing up was 
running, and he still enjoys running today. ❐ 

Father David’s bio is adapted from a news story that appeared in the Milton 
Courier in 2019. 

FATHER RANDY (cont.) 

FATHER TOM (cont.) 

FATHER DAVID (cont.) 

ABOVE: Father Randy from his Darlington days. Note the stone wall  

behind him, part of Father Tom’s renovation work at Holy Rosary. 

ABOVE: Father David shares the joy of First Communion with the children 

of St. Joseph in Edgerton. 

RIGHT: Father Tom pays a  

visit to one of the classrooms at  

Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary  
parish school, in Sun Prairie. 


