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ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 

 
 

New Year’s Schedule 
A Holy Day of Obligation-Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, 

The Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord 
 
 

Vigil-Tuesday, December 31, 2019 
4:00 p.m. 

 
 

Wednesday, January 1, 2020 
8:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m.-Español 

(No confessions heard on 1/1) 
 

 

A FAMILY PRAYER 
 
 
 

O Lord Jesus, you lived in the home of Mary and Joseph in Nazareth.  
There you grew in age, wisdom and grace as you prepared to fulfill your mission 

as our Redeemer. We entrust our family to you. 
O Blessed Mary, you are the Mother of our Savior. 

At Nazareth you cared for Jesus and nurtured him in the peace and joy of your home. 
We entrust our family to you. O Saint Joseph, 

you provided a secure and loving home for Jesus and Mary, and gave us a model of  
Fatherhood while showing us the dignity of work. We entrust our family to you. 

Holy Family, we consecrate ourselves and our family to you. May we be completely  
United in a love that is lasting, faithful and open to the gift of new life. 

Help us to grow in virtue, to forgive one another from our hearts, 
and to live in peace all our days. 

Keep us strong in faith, persevering in prayer, diligent in our work,  
and generous toward those in need. May our home, O Holy Family, 

truly become a domestic church 
where we reflect your example in our daily life. Amen. 



Please pray for our sick 
Erin Ackermann 

Alisa Allen 
Sandy Anderson 

Dave Balseqiz 
Ada Bantola 

Jennifer Bitterman 
Nancy Bockelmann 

Brian Burke 
Allison Lamberts Burns 

Jean Bustamante 
Karen Cervenka 

Lisa Cicero 
Kathy Connor 

Georgene Cook 
Julio Correa 
Rita Cross 

Mary Elaine Cruz 
Debra DePauw 
Anetta Derango 

Nick DuBay 
Ralph Eckhoff 

Joann Eggebrecht 
Joan Enders 

Aaron Erickson 
William Ferdinand 

Patrocinia Fernandez 
Fr. Hilary Fischer 

Marie Flores 
Kyle Freed 

Dolores Gabriel 

Gregory Garlt 
Darlene Gedvilas 
Danny Gonzalez 

Judy Gonzalez 
Dawn Grant 

Destin Green 
Daniel Guzman 

Jim Hale 
Shirley Hale 

Jennifer Hammerschmidt 
Deborah Lynn Harris 

Betty Hass 
Jeremy Heintz 

John Heitzler, Jr. 
Joseph & Joy Henczel 

Paul Isherwood 
Edy Jacobs 

Jason Jensen 
Margarita Jimenez 

Andrew Jin 
Lynn Kadolph 
Mary Kallas 

Kathy Kamphaus 
Brandon Karimi 
Ken Kasnicka 
Carter Kettner 
Donna Kevil 
Joe Konopka 

Sharleen Kosusnik 
Margaret Krisch 

Gerry Krug 
Korrin Kupris 
Ivanna Lamb 
Rick LeBreux 

Dolores Lewandowski 
Nancy Liden 

Haley Lipnisky 
Marilyn Loechl 

Sam Mahre 
Beth Majerczyk 
Gianna Malorny 

John Maltese 
Linda Marczewski 

Jan Masters 
Al Mathieu 

Diane Maher 
Alex McCall 

Michael McCall 
Perri McCall 

Goldena McGee 
Bessy Miller 
Colette Miller 

Mayette Monales 
Thomas Morris 
Megan Mueller 

Mary Lu Mulcahy 
Lauren Mungo 
Tim Murnane 

John Naill 
Becky Neal 

Johnny Neal 
Maura Neuens 

Clare North 
Alex Novak 

Lesley (Tobin)  
Nygaard 

Joseph O’Brien 
Larry Orni 
Joan Pacer 

Josie Pasciak 
Jim Paulissen 
Owen Payton 
Molly Peters 
Bane Petrov 

Joseph Pirofalo 
Brittney Prehn 

Ian Prosser 
Tim Ptak 

Theresa Ratterman 
Mary Rauch 
Sam Reyes 

Alicia Ricciardi 
Cooper Rojas 
Gertie Romero 
Kelli Rooney 

Katherine Rose 
John Rossi 

Marvin Rothweil 
Susan Rothweil 

Bob Salat 

Scott Schwartz 
Sven Segerlund 
John Shannon 

Desireé Sheppard 
Evelyn Skriba 

Dan Smyth 
Dolores Snyder 

Olivia Soto 
Diane Srachta 

Michael John Stralko 
Rosemary Sumang 

Mary Tarchala 
Virg Tobin 
Jim Toman 

Erin Anderson Tugman 
Sheila Tomaszewski 

Benjamin Vargas 
Maria Vargas 
Keith Venard 

Martha Vescio 
Genevieve Welch 
Kylie Wells-Long 
Elizabeth Wood 

Susan Woodbury 
Lexie Youngberg 

Larry Zengri 
*New this week* 

 
 
 

Welcome - Bienvenido 
 

Parish Directory - 630-668-0918 
Pastor/Párroco:  Fr. Matt Pratscher/Padre Mateo 
Parochial Vicar:   Fr. Tom Dunn 
Deacon:  Dcn. Dave Ritter 

Secretaries:  Jennifer Kurtyka, Rosa Benavides 
………………….Ext 0 or 600………………… 
Secretaria Hispana: …………………….Ext 601 

 

Business Manager: 
.…………….Dcn. Dave Ritter.………...Ext 616 
Facilities Manager: 
……………...Aaron Simpson..……........Ext 603 
 

Music Ministry: Adrienne Rose…630-653-1489 
 Música Español: María Marquez.630-562-6894 
 

Religious Education:…………..Office: Ext 613 
       Director:  Maureen Brennan..…...Ext 612 
        RCIA (Conver t Preparation)……Ext 600 
Youth Ministry: 
       Coordinator:   Ruben Chavez…...Ext. 611 
Grade School:…………………...Office: Ext 618 
         Principal:  Joanne Policht…………...Ext 618 

    Phone:    630-668-2625, Fax: 630-668-7176 
 

St Vincent de Paul Society.…………..Ext 692 

Mass Schedule 
Weekend…….Saturday (Vigil Mass) 5:00 pm; 

Sunday 7:30, 9:30 & 11:30 am  
Misa en Español……….….Domingo 1:30 pm 
Weekday M-F 7:00 am & 7:50 am & Sat. 8:30 am  
 

Confessions M-F 7:30-7:45am/Chapel Confessional 
Saturday:  3:30 - 4:30 pm/Church Confessional 

Please keep in your prayers our 
Seminarians who are studying for 

the Priesthood:    
 

Please pray for 
those who defend 
our nation, those 

who serve in  
Active Duty 

Pvt James Luigi Akin 
SRA Francis Beifuss 

Major John Berg 
SPC Tyler Bowling, US Army 

Sgt Melissa Brooker 
Pvt Timothy Conley 

Lt. Jr. Gr. Nicholas Daly 
Major Daniel Durbin 
SA Dakota Enders 

LCPI Ciro Esquivel, Jr. 
Pvt Nicholas Gedvilas 
Pv2 Nicholas Gorman 

Sgt Pamela Gray 
A1C Seth Kelley 

Sgt. David Lawless 
SrA Robert Lawless 

Navy Marco Angelo Lomibao 
Commander Matthew Luff 

CMDCM (SW/SS/AW)  Timothy A. 
Newell 

ABH2 Sean Phillips 
1st Lt. Colleen Rezabek 
1st Lt. Kevin Rezabek 

A1C Alejandro Luis Sanchez 
PFC Riley Santoyo 

Sgt Ian Sarlitto 
AN Michael Schieve 

SSG Curtis Sigourney, US Army 
Major Jim Smolucha 

Captain Mike Smolucha 
SPC Thomas Stanhope 
SrA Zachary Ushman 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday: (Vigil) 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday:  7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 
11:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m.-Spanish 
 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday through Friday:   
7:00 a.m., 7:50 a.m.;  

 

Saturday - 8:30 a.m. 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays:  3:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m.-
Church Confessional 
 

Monday-Friday: 7:30 a.m.-7:45 a.m.-
Chapel Confessional 
 

24–Hours of ADORATION 
Tuesdays from 7:30 a.m. through 
Wednesdays at 7:00 a.m.-Chapel 
 

ROSARY RECITATION 
• Sundays, after the 7:30a Mass-

Chapel 
• Weekdays, after the 7a Mass-

Chapel 
• Saturdays, after the 8:30 a.m. 

Mass-Chapel 

WINTER WILD 
It was winter wild 
While the Heav’n-born child 
All meanly wrapt in the rude 
manger lies.—John Milton, On the 
Morning of Christ’s Nativity 



 

A letter from our pastor, Father Matt/Una carta de nuestro párroco, Padre Mateo 

Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo: 
 
¡Feliz Navidad! 
 
Mientras seguimos celebrar el nacimiento 
de nuestro Señor, también celebramos este 
domingo la fiesta de la Sagrada Familia de 

Jesús, María y José. Recordamos que Cristo 
entró en una familia humana para que la 
humanidad pueda ser parte de la familia eterna y 
divina. Jesús vivió en el amor de la Sagrada 
Familia en la tierra para que podamos vivir en el 
amor de la Santísima Trinidad en el cielo para 
siempre. El Hijo vivía una vida ordinaria durante 
treinta años, amaba a sus padres, parientes y 
amigos, y crecía en sabiduría, edad y gracia. 
Muchas veces la gracia y la obra de Dios ocurren 
en circunstancias ordinarias y están muy obvias. 
El impacto de la oración, la fe y el amor 
compartido como familia a veces puede verse 
eclipsado por otros compromisos y cargas. Que 
la Sagrada Familia sea un buen ejemplo para 
nosotros y nos recuerde este hecho simple y 
profundo: Dios ha entrado en nuestra vida 
cotidiana; Él está con nosotros siempre y nos 
llama a vivir juntos en la fe, la esperanza y la 
caridad. 
 
Sigamos fomentando familias santas. Oremos 
también por nuestra parroquia, que es una 
familia de familias. Pore so estoy rezando por 
ustedes y sus familias mientras comencemos un 
nuevo año: que esté lleno de gracia, bendiciones, 
buena salud, paz y alegría. Por favor, continúen 
rezando por mí y por los demás, y que el 
ejemplo y la intercesión de la Sagrada Familia 
nos alienten y fortalezcan para vivir juntos en 
santidad, fe y caridad: “Señor y Dios nuestro, tú 
que nos has dado en la Sagrada Familia de tu 
Hijo, el modelo perfecto para nuestras familias, 
concédenos practicar sus virtudes domésticas y 
estar unidos por los lazos de tu amor, para que 
podamos ir a gozar en ella eternamente de la 
alegría de tu casa. Por nuestro Señor Jesucristo. 
Amén” (Cf. La Colecta de la Misa en la Fiesta 
de la Sagrada Familia). 
 
En Cristo, 
Padre Mateo 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Merry Christmas! 
 
As we celebrate the birth of our Lord, we 
also celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family 
of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph this Sunday. 
We remember that Christ entered into a human 
family so that humanity can be a part of the eter-
nal, divine family. Jesus lived in the love of the 
Holy Family on earth so that we can live in the 
love of the Holy Trinity in heaven forever. God 
the Son, having joined Himself to humanity for 
our sake, lived an ordinary life for thirty years, 
loved his parents, relatives, and friends, and 
grew in wisdom, age, and grace. The grace and 
working of God often happens in ordinary cir-
cumstances and is easily missed. The impact of 
prayer, faith, and love shared together as a fami-
ly can at times be overshadowed by other com-
mitments and burdens. May the Holy Family be 
a good example for us and remind us of this sim-
ple and profound fact: God has entered into our 
day-to-day lives; He is with us always and calls 
us to live together in faith, hope, and charity. 
 
Let us continue to foster holy families. Let us 
also pray for our parish, which is a family of 
families. Be assured of my prayers for you and 
your loved ones as we begin a new year: may it 
be filled with grace, blessings, good health, 
peace, and joy. Please continue to pray for me 
and one another, and may the example and inter-
cession of the Holy Family encourage and 
strengthen us in living together in holiness, faith, 
and charity: “O God, who were pleased to give 
us the shining example of the Holy Family, gra-
ciously grant that we may imitate them in prac-
ticing the virtues of family life and in the bonds 
of charity, and so, in the joy of your house, de-
light one day in eternal rewards. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.” (cf. The Collect of 
the Mass on the Feast of the Holy Family). 
 
 
In Christ, 
Father Matt 



MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
 
 
 

Saturday, December 28 

8:30 a.m. † JoAnn Bannister (Jack Bannister) 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
5:00 p.m. † Harlen Morey (The Dusza Family) 
                † Holy Souls in Purgatory (Anonymous) 
                † Bill Brach (The Bill Boschini Family)  
                † Rol & Marcie Morken (The Calay Family)  
                † Armella Vechart (Cathy Johnston) 
                † Mila Gonzalez (Cathy Johnston)                   

Sunday, December 29, The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary  
   and Joseph 
7:30 a.m. † Bonnie Hansen (Alice & Skip Higgins) 
9:30 a.m. ♥† People of the Parish 
11:30 a.m. † Patti Bentley (Mike Bentley) 
1:30 p.m. (Spanish)  Intencíon del sacerdote 
 
Monday, December 30 
7:00 a.m. † Barbara Howard (Bill & Terri Carpenter) 
7:50 a.m. † Efren Ona Marasigan (Lou & Matt Vallejo) 
 

Tuesday, December 31 
7:00 a.m. † Denise Babcock (The Langellier Family) 
7:50 a.m. † Therese Burke (The Burke Family) 
 
The Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord, Solemnity of Mary, 

Mother of God 
4:00 p.m. Intention of the Priest 
 

Wednesday, January 1-The Octave Day of the  
Nativity of the Lord, Solemnity of Mary,  
Mother of God 
8:30 a.m. ♥† People of the Parish 
11:30 a.m. † Deacon Don Mathieu (Anniversary of Death) 
1:30 p.m. (Spanish) Intentión del sacerdote 
 
Thursday, January 2 
7:00 a.m. † Giuliana Capigatti (Andrew Capigatti) 
7:50 a.m. † Barbara Connors (Carol Connors) 
 
Friday, January 3 
7:00 a.m. † The Parish’s All Souls’ Intentions 
7:50 a.m. † Lillian Kinnish (Walter & Therese Martineau) 
 
Saturday, January 4 

8:30 a.m. ♥† CCW Living, Deceased & for Peace (CCW) 
Epiphany of the Lord 
5:00 p.m. ♥† Knights of Columbus, Living & Deceased (K of C) 
                † Gene Connors (Carol Connors) 
                † Cosgrove & Miller Families (Colette Miller)  
                † Charles Kirk (Lois & Chuck Kirk)  
                † Armella Vechart (A Neighbor) 
                † Pisera, Baggio & Foody Families (Mark Baggio &  
   Deborah Hay)                   

Sunday, January 5, Epiphany of the Lord 
7:30 a.m. ♥† People of the Parish 
9:30 a.m. † John, Kathleen & Patrick Dooley (Mary L’Hotta) 
11:30 a.m. † Katherine Brown (The Kissel Family) 
1:30 p.m. (Spanish) † Intención del sacerdote 
 

 

Our Sanctuary Lamps 
This week, our Sanctuary Lamps* burn in  

Honor of/Memory of: 
 

 

   Chapel † Giuliana Capigatti 
   Church † Alice K. Besch 

*If you would like to request a sanctuary lamp to burn in 
memory of/in honor of a loved one, please contact the parish 
office. The cost is five dollars per week. 

Mass Celebrants for: 
Saturday, January 4:  5p-Fr Matt 
Sunday, January 5:  7:30 am-Fr Tom; 9:30 am-Fr Tom;  
11:30 am–Fr Matt; 1:30 pm/Spanish-Fr Matt 
Saturday, January 11:  5p-Fr Tom 
Sunday, January 12:  7:30 am-Fr Matt; 9:30 am-Fr Matt; 
11:30 am–Fr Tom; 1:30 pm/Spanish-Fr Matt 

 

Confession Schedule/Horario de Confesiones 
• Monday thru Friday, 7:30a-7:45a-Chapel 
• Saturday, December 28, 3:30p-4:30p-Fr Tom 
• Saturday, January 4, 3:30p-4:30p-Fr Tom 

 

Please pray for 
 
 

Richard Meyer 
 

who passed away on  
December 12, 2019. 

 

Our sympathies are extended  
to his wife, Barbara, and to  
all of her family & friends. 

 

Because of the flu season and illnesses during this time of year, 
please be respectful and understanding of one another while 
greeting one another and giving one another the sign of peace. 
Thank you! 

All Parish Offices will be closed from Christmas 
Eve, December 24th through New Year’s Day. We 
will re-open at 8a. on Thursday, January 2nd, 2020. 

ADORATION ON NEW YEAR’S EVE 
 
There will be 24 hours of Adoration beginning at 7:30a 
on Tuesday, New Year’s Eve through Wednesday, 
New Year’s Day at 6:45a (12/31 through 1/1 at 6:45a). 
 

We send Peace and Love to you and your families dur-
ing this holy time of the year.  

Adoration & First Friday Rosary 
January 3  

7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  
in the Chapel.   

 

Adoration and Rosary concludes 
with Benediction. 

 

Everyone is invited! 
 

This is a great way to start a new 
year by coming to Adore the Lord! 

 



Council of Catholic Women- 
Collecting Rosaries in Any Condition-Ongoing 

 

CCW will be continuing making & refurbishing rosaries to send 
to the Missions. Could you please help us by donating rosaries 
in any condition? We can use new, old, broken, pieces, crosses, 
medals & rosary cases. Any monetary do-
nations will be used to buy additional sup-
plies. Please drop off your donations 
marked “CCW Mission Rosaries” in the 
parish office vestibule. We have a box 
marked for them. Thank you.  
 
Como un proyecto continuo, CCW 
está haciendo y reacondicionamiento 

rosarios para enviar a las misiones.  
 

Podemos utilizar nuevas, antiguas, rotas, pedazos, cruces, 
medallas y casos de Rosarios. Por favor dejar sus Donaciones 
en la caja marcadas CCW Misión Rosarios en el vestíbulo de la 
oficina de la parroquia. Gracias. 

 

Welcome to Our  
Newly Baptized! 

 

December 14,  2019 
 
 
 

Luca Ottavio Skibinski 
 

Child of  
Ana Anaya & Joseph Skibinski 

 

 
    

New Year’s Mass Schedule 
A Holy Day of Obligation 

 
 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, The Octave 
Day of the Nativity of the Lord 

 

Vigil-Tuesday, December 31, 2019 
4:00 p.m. 

 
 

Wednesday, January 1, 2020 
8:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m.-Español 

(No confessions heard on 1/1) 
 

Confessions 
Saturdays, 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.–Church 

Monday-Friday, 7:30 a.m.-Chapel 

ADVIENTO 
  

Misa de la Solemnidad de Santa María, Madre 
de Dios/Año 

Nuevo (Día de Obligación): 1/1, miércoles, 1:30p 
 

 

 

Thank you to all who have been so generous 
to the parish this Christmastide. Fr. Tom, 
Deacon Dave, our seminarians (Deacon An-
drew, Joseph Solomon) and I would also like 
to thank all who remembered us with cards, 
gifts, sweets, and well wishes. 
 
~Fr. Matt 

SALVATION IN DAILY LIFE 
 This Sunday is the feast of the Holy Family, 
which comes on the first Sunday after Christmas 
Day. Today’s feast celebrates how the humanity of 
Jesus (including his entire family life) has brought 
saving significance into the daily rhythms of our hu-
man family life.  
 The scriptures offer instruction and encourage-
ment on how to share—within our families, parish 
families, and the wider human family—the love that 
God shares with us in Jesus. Selections from Sirach, 
Psalm 128, and Colossians encourage us to reflect 
divine love and thus find holiness in all our human 
relationships. The reading from Matthew’s Gospel 
offers a living example of love in the actions Joseph 
took to protect his young family from danger and to 
nurture them within the larger family of faith of their 
time. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



EARN A 75% ILLINOIS TAX CREDIT WHEN YOU DONATE TO  
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

 

Join Fr. Matt Pratscher and Ed Burjek to learn about the Invest in Kids Scholarship Tax Credit Program. This program offers a 
75% state income tax credit to individuals and business that contribute to a qualified Scholarship Granting Organization (SGO), 
such as Empower Illinois. Individuals and small businesses can direct the SGO to use their donations to help provide a full or par-
tial scholarship for qualifying students at St. John the Baptist Catholic School. 
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 7 
7-8 P.M. IN SCHOOL HALL 



BOX TOPS 
 

Our SJB School continues to collect box 
tops. Just clip & drop off in the parish office 
vestibule. In addition, Box Tops has gone 
digital! If you prefer , you can download 
the Box Top app on however you download 
apps (Google Play or the App Store) and just scan your receipt. 
Or, you can actually drop off your receipt in the parish office 
vestibule and the Box Top committee will scan your receipt for 
you. 

FOOTBALL MANIA WINNERS   
 

Week 15 Winners: 
Teri M.     $100 
Paul T.     $  50 
William Z.    $  25 

 Congratulations! 

OPEN HOUSE FOR  
NEW KINDERGARTEN  

PARENTS 
 

Will your child or grandchild be in  
Kindergarten in 2020-2021? 

 

Please come to our Kindergarten Open House  
to learn more about St. John the Baptist Catholic School. 

 
Thursday,  

January 16th, 2020 
6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. 

 
 
 

St. John the Baptist  
Catholic School 

0S259 Church Street 
Winfield, Illinois 

 
 

Do you have a child who will 
be 5 by September 1, 2020, 
and in Kindergarten during 
the 2020-2021 school year? 

Which school will you 
choose? Are you looking for 

full-day Kindergarten? 
Please come to our Open 
House to find out why St. 
John the Baptist Catholic 

School is the place for your 
child or children. 

Please note that the  
Open House is for adults  
only, as wine and light 
snacks will be served.  

 
For more information, please 

email Joanne Policht  
at 

jpolicht@stjohnwinfield.org 

 

 



THANK YOU from SVDP! 
  
 

Thank you to all who donated Thanksgiving and 
Christmas Baskets to St. Vincent de Paul! Ap-
proximately 100 Thanksgiving and Christmas 
baskets were provided this year for those less 
fortunate through our St. Vincent de Paul Soci-
ety at St. John’s. To all the parishioners who 
donated a basket and brought gifts from the 
Wish Tree tags, thank you for your generous 
hearts. May God bless you and your families 
during the holidays and always.  
 
~John Otto, St. Vincent de Paul Society 



SAINTS & SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
Monday: Sixth Day within the Octave of the Nativity  
  of the Lord 
Tuesday: Seventh Day within the Octave of the  
  Nativity of the Lord; St. Sylvester I; 
  New Year’s Eve 
Wednesday: The Octave of the Nativity of the Lord;  
 Mary, the Holy Mother of God;  
 World Day of Peace; New Year’s Day 
Thursday:Ss. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen 
Friday: The Most Holy Name of Jesus; First Friday 
Saturday: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton; First Saturday 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 Monday: 1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-10; Lk 2:36-40 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-13; Jn 1:1-18 
Wednesday: Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7;  
   Lk 2:16-21 
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 1:19-28 
Friday: 1 Jn 2:29 — 3:6; Ps 98:1, 3cd-6; Jn 1:29-34 
Saturday: 1 Jn 3:7-10; Ps 98:1, 7-9; Jn 1:35-42 
Sunday: Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13;  
  Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 

TODAY’S READINGS 
 First Reading — Those who honor and comfort their 
parents shall never be forgotten (Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14). 
Psalm — Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk 
in his ways (Psalm 128). 
Second Reading — You are called into one body. Bear 
with one another; forgive one another; let Christ’s peace 
control you (Colossians 3:12-21 [12-17]). 
Gospel — Joseph rose, took the child and his mother, 
and fled to Egypt (Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Interna-
tional Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Cursillo Corner-Make a friend, 
be a friend, bring a friend to Christ! 
 

Ultreya- January 11, 2020 
Saint John the Baptist will host an Ultreya in Sebahar 
Hall on Saturday, January 11, following 8:30 am Mass in 
the chapel.  
Please bring a friend! This is a great way to introduce 
others to the movement and help in their discernment 
process for attending a future weekend. 
Opportunities for Piety, Study or Action 
Conversion: Following the Call of Christ  
Sts. Peter and Paul, Naperville 
Mondays, January 27, or Tuesdays, January 28, for 
eight weeks.  
Bishop Barron’s study on six biblical conversion stories. 
Contact Denise to reserve materials 630-718-2156 or 
dstephen@sspeterandpaul.net.  
Christ Life Course: Following Christ  
St. Daniel the Prophet, 101 W. Loop Rd., Wheaton  
Wednesdays, January 8 – February 19, 6:30-8:30pm.  
The Christ Life winter session evangelization process is a 
seven -week journey to inspire growth in relationship 
with Jesus Christ by learning and growing in basic disci-
plines and truths practiced by Christians since the early 
Church. Sessions provide tools to help Catholics grow in 
discipleship, including daily personal prayer, hearing 
God in Scripture, the power of the sacraments, forgiving 
one another, spiritual warfare, etc. A one-day weekend 
retreat occurs after week five. For more information, con-
tact 630-384-0123 or info@stdaniel.org.  
Ultreya Grande  
St. Elizabeth Seton, 2020 Lisson Road, Naperville, 
Sunday February 2, 2020 at 4 pm 
This annual gathering of the entire Fourth Day Jo-
liet Cursillo community is a chance to hear a great wit-
ness speaker, reunite with friends, share a meal, share 
fellowship and maybe even enjoy a little entertain-
ment!  Main dishes will be provided, please bring an ap-
petizer or dessert. 
 

Please consider donating a raffle basket individually or 
with your group reunion Raffle Baskets are being coordi-
nated by Aida Jacoby aidabell@gmail.com.  Proceeds 
from the  
raffle will help defray the cost of the Cursillo Weekend 
for our future candidates.  
One more thing ... BRING A FRIEND! 
 

2020 Cursillo Weekend Schedule  
Weekends are held at the Carmelite Spiritual Center in 
Darien Illinois   

April 16 – 19   Women's 131st 
June 25 – 28    Men’s 139th 
July 16 – 19     Women’s 132nd 
Oct 8 – 11    Men’s 140th 
Nov 5 – 8    Women’s 133rd 

 

For those interested in learning more about the Cursillo move-
ment or attending a Cursillo Weekend, please visit 
www.jolietcursillo.org or contact our Parish Coordinator, 
Amy Serritella at: amythe1@att.net. 

SAINT THOMAS BECKET (1118-1170) 
December 29 
 To anyone who imagines conflict between religion 
and politics to be a modern phenomenon, history witnesses 
otherwise. Martyred under Henry VIII in 1535, Thomas 
More declared, “I die the king’s good servant, but God’s 
first!” Thomas Becket could have said the same four centu-
ries earlier. As Henry II’s closest friend and trusted chan-
cellor, Becket, the king presumed, could be counted on, if 
made archbishop, to deliver the church to royal control. 
But Becket experienced a profound conversion, confirmed 
by the ordination liturgy’s rich symbolism of the bishop as 
Good Shepherd and the church as Bride of Christ. Re-
nouncing secular responsibilities, distributing his wealth to 
the poor, Thomas became the church’s uncompromising 
champion. Faced with this “new” Becket, the king’s previ-
ous friendship turned into a ferocious, almost irrational 
hatred. As eight centuries later, Archbishop Romero would 
be martyred at the altar of Christ’s sacrifice, Becket was 
slain before the altar of Canterbury Cathedral by royal 
agents, neither the first nor last good shepherd to lay down 
his life as the price of freedom for Christ’s church and jus-
tice for Christ’s sheep. 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



Sacrificial Giving-We are ever grateful for your 
loving generosity & sharing in the Ministries of serving the Lord 
at St. John the Baptist Parish. 
Parish Collections-Abram tithed (giving at least 
10%) as a symbol that he depended totally on God. Moses 
said tithing was holy and an act of worship. Yes, even Jesus 
talked about money because money is a necessary part of our 
lives and it is also a necessary part of the viability of the 
church.  Our tithe is merely a way to recognize that. Each 
family should prayerfully discern their own situation and un-
derstand that tithing is God’s plan for supporting the church 
and the poor. We are ever grateful for your generosity and shar-
ing in the Ministries of Serving the Lord here at St. John the Bap-
tist. Please help us meet our weekly needs of $22,941. 

November 3..$29,880 
November 10..$22,444 
November 17..$30,613 

November 24  $18,747 
December 1….$36,361 
December 8….$26,343 

AMAZON SMILE-EASY WAY TO SUPPORT  
OUR SCHOOL  
One easy way to support 
providing a Catholic edu-
cation to our children is 
Amazon Smile. Amazon 
Smile is a program wherein they contribute .5% of customer 
purchases to a charity of the customer’s choice.  This program 
does not affect the price of items purchased.  Please sign up for 
Amazon Smile at your earliest convenience and continue to 
help our children attend St. John's School. 1. Go to 
smile.amazon.com.  If you already have an Amazon account, 
sign in, it will prompt you to select your charity (St Johns Par-
ish) 2. Search for  St Johns Par ish; 3. Confirm your  selec-
tion -that’s it! Simply make purchases through 
smile.amazon.com, & St. Johns School will benefit every time 
you shop. Thank you for your support! 

OUR ST. JOHN’S CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL’S ANNUAL APPEAL 
 
Our Annual Appeal, The Chil-
dren’s Fund, was mailed to all 
parishioners earlier this month.  
Hopefully, you have all received 
it by now.  This appeal is one of our most im-
portant fund raising tools to help reduce our 
parish subsidy.  Thank you to those who 
have already responded!  Your generosity is 
invaluable. Please prayerfully consider mak-
ing your donation today. Your continued sup-
port is greatly appreciated.  

End of Year Contributions 
  

As a reminder to our parishioners, all contributions to St. 
John the Baptist Catholic Church must be received at the 
parish office or be postmarked by December 31 in order 
for those contributions to be credited to you on your 2019 
parish contribution statement. 
  

If you attend Mass on December 31, checks dated 12/31 
will be included on the 2019 statement.  If they are dated 
January 1, they will be posted to the 2020 state-
ment.  Contributions received January 1 or later will be 
posted to 2020. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact me at 630-668-0918, x616. 
  

Thank you for your understanding and support of St. 
John’s. 
  

~Deacon Dave, Business Manager 
  

Contribuciones al final del año 
  

Como recordatorio para nuestros feligreses, todas las 
contribuciones a la Iglesia Católica de San Juan Bautista 
deben ser recibidas en la oficina de la parroquia o deben 
ser selladas por correo antes del 31 de diciembre para 
que esas contribuciones le sean acreditadas en su 
declaración de la parroquia  de 2019. 
  
Si asiste a misa el 31 de diciembre, los cheques con 
fecha 12/31 se incluirán en la declaración de 2019. Si 
están fechados el 1 de enero, se incluirán en la declara-
ción de 2020. Si tiene alguna pregunta o inquietud, co-
muníquese conmigo al 630-668-0918, x616. 
  
Gracias por su comprensión y apoyo de San Juan. 
  

~ Diacono David, Gerente de Negocios 

Estate Planning Gifts 
 

When making or updating your will, please consider 
a gift to St. John the Baptist Catholic Church. An 
estate planning attorney can assist you in adding 
your bequest or endowment. If you want to leave the 
proceeds of an insurance policy or IRA assets to St. 
John’s, be sure to indicate this on the insurance form 
or IRA beneficiary forms and not in your will be-
cause insurance proceeds or IRA assets will be dis-
posed of by the terms of the insurance policy or IRA 
document and not your will. 
   
Please remember the good works of our parish in 
your will. For more information on how you can ac-
complish this, please contact Father Matt Pratscher 
at the parish office, 630-668-0918, extension 600.   
  
Thank you. 
  



Help! I Need Somebody! Not just anybody! 
Help! You know I need some-
one!  Helpppppppppppppp! 
 

If you remember who sang this song and can tell me the next 
line, then God is telling you to volunteer in the Religious Edu-
cation Program! If you never heard this song, and you have no 
idea what the next line is, then that is sign from God telling 
you to volunteer in the Religious Education Program! 
 

We need adult aides in the classroom to help our Catechists-
we have the dedicated catechists, we just need help-
ers!  Someone who can take attendance, help the children/
teens in small groups, possibly use the Smart Board when nec-
essary, walk a child to the office or practice prayers with the 
children!  If you think you can spare 1 ½ hours a week-call 
me!  
 

If you cannot commit, then I would ask you to pray for volun-
teers to step forward!  As always, thanks so very much! 
 
Maureen Brennan, Director, Religious Education ,  
630-682-4400 X 612 

Please find below a thank you note our Director of Religious 
Education, Maureen Brennan, received from Catholic Charities 
thanking the generous and thoughtful parishioners of St. John’s 
for their school supplies donations: 
 

Dear Maureen, 
 
Thank you to you and all of our friends from St. John the Bap-
tist Catholic Church for your continued support! We are so 
grateful for the additional school supplies! As we take new fam-
ilies into our shelter, house a new family in our housing pro-
gram, or just help a family that is in need, there is always a de-
mand for school supplies! May God you! 
 
Pete Kinsella 



Activities This Week at St. John’s 

Saturday, December 28 
No Religious Education Classes Today-Christmas Break-Resume January 11 
9a-10a-Overeaters Anonymous-Youth Ministry Room 
2p-Wedding-Chapel 
Sunday, December 29 
Rosary after 7:30a Mass-Chapel 
No 9:30a-Sunday Morning Preschool-Sebahar Hall-Resumes on Sunday, January 5 
9:30a-12:30p-RCIA Meeting-Parish Office Dining Room Reserved 
3:30p-Baptisms-Chapel 
Monday, December 30 
All Parish Offices Closed; will reopen on Thursday, January 2, 2020, 8a 
No SJB School-Christmas Break-Will Resume 1/6 
Tuesday, December 31-New Year’s Eve 
All Parish Offices Closed; will reopen on Thursday, January 2, 2020, 8a 
No SJB School-Christmas Break-Will Resume 1/6 
7:30a-24-Hour Eucharistic Adoration begins, through Wednesday at 6:45a-Chapel 
Wednesday, January 1-Happy New Year! 
All Parish Offices Closed; will reopen on Thursday, January 2, 2020, 8a 
No SJB School-Christmas Break-Will Resume 1/6 
9:30a-No Cantor Practice today 
No Religious Education Classes Today-Wednesday Classes Resume on January 15th 
Thursday, January 2 
Parish Offices reopen today, 8a 
No SJB School-Christmas Break-Will Resume 1/6 
5:15p-Legion of Mary-English-Trinity Boardroom 
5:30p-Legion of Mary-Spanish-Youth Ministry Room 
7p-Alcoholics Anonymous-Sodonna Hall 
7p-Handbell practice-Church-contact Joyce Schram 
Friday, January 3 
No SJB School-Christmas Break-Will Resume 1/6 
9:30a-Friday Morning Bible Study this morning-resumes this morning 
9:30a-MOPS-Parish Office Building 
7p-First Friday Rosary & Adoration-Chapel 
Saturday, January 4 
No Religious Education Classes Today-Christmas Break-Resume January 11 
9a-10a-Overeaters Anonymous-Youth Ministry Room 
All Day-School Hall reserved 
Before/After All Masses-Voter Registration-Church Narthex 
Sunday, January 5 
Before/After All Masses-Voter Registration-Church Narthex 
Rosary after 7:30a Mass-Chapel 
9:30a-Sunday Morning Preschool-Sebahar Hall-Resumes today 
9:30a-12:30p-RCIA Meeting-Parish Office Dining Room Reserved 
At 11:30a Mass-Baptisms 

Attention All Moms: You are invited! 
Please join us on the 1st & 
3rd Fridays at 
9:30am.  At 
MOPS, women 
come together 
to be encour-

aged and supported by 
other moms who are in the same season of 
life.  For more information please contact 
mops@stjohnwinfield.org. 

ATTENTION ALL BOOK LOVERS 
 

Join St. John's Book Club at our next monthly 
meetings: January 15th & February 19th. 
 

In January we will meet at the home of Jean 
Daniell at 7pm to discuss our book exchange 
books. 
 

Any questions or to RSVP Jean @ tjdaniell@att.net 

Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based 
preventive health screenings, will offer their affordable, non-
invasive and painless 
health screenings at 
St. John the Baptist 
Catholic Parish on 
Thursday, 1/30/2020.  Five screenings will be offered that 
scan for potential health problems related to: blocked arteries 
which is a leading cause of stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms 
which can lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening of the arteries in 
the legs which is a strong predictor of heart disease; atrial fi-
brillation or irregular heart beat which is closely tied to stroke 
risk; and a bone density screening, for men and women, used 
to assess the risk of osteoporosis. Register for a Wellness Pack-
age which includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis screening 
from $149 ($139 with our member discount).  All five screen-
ings take 60-90 minutes to complete.  In order to register for 
this event and to receive a $10 discount off any package 
priced above $129, please call 1-888-653-6441 or visit 
www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle or text the 
word circle to 797979 

JOYFUL AGAIN 
Widowed and feeling stuck? Come and find ways 
to move toward inner peace and new hope in life. 
Joyful Again! Widowed Ministry program pre-
sents a Retreat/workshop for men& women 
March 14 &15, 2020 at the Mt. Assisi Center, 
Lemont. To register call:  708-354-7211. Or,  
Email us at joyfulagain7211@gmail.com  For information, see 
our website: www.joyfulagain.org (incls.video) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The new year offers many possibilities to show sup-
port for the unborn. Consider attending a local rally 
or the 2020 March for Life in Washington DC.  
 

January 11, 2020 
March for Life Chicago 
1:00 pm to 3:00 pm – Rally & March 
Daley Plaza 
Chicago, IL 

 
Speakers include Claire Culwell (abortion survi-

vor), Dr. Karen Dieghan, Rev. Dr. Matthew 
Harrison, and more! Additional information 
is available at 
www.MarchforLifeChicago.org 

 
January 19, 2020 
4th Annual March for Life – West Chicago 
2:00 pm to 4:00 pm  
St. Mary’s Parish 
140 N. Oakwood Ave. 
West Chicago, IL 
 
Additional information will be available in St. 

Mary’s bulletin closer to the event. 
 

January 24, 2020 
National March for Life 
12:00 pm to 4:00 pm – Rally & March 
12th St. on the National Mall 
Washington D.C. 
 

Additional information is available at 
www.marchforlife.org 

 
Please pray for the success of these Marches for Life 

and safe travel for all participants. 
 
Waterleaf is now open at their new location, 3055 

E. New York St., Aurora, IL.  Mass will be cele-
brated each Friday at noon in their chapel. Tours 
of the new facility are available on Thursday, 
Jan. 2 at 7:30pm, and Tuesday, Jan. 7 at 4:30 pm. 
RSVP to Mary Griffith at 630-701-6270 or via 
email at maryg@waterleafwc.org  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
"We need to participate for the common good. Sometimes we 
hear: a good Catholic is not interested in politics. This is not 
true: good Catholics immerse themselves in politics by offering 
the best of themselves so that the leader can govern."- Pope 
Francis, 9/16/13 
 
Are you registered to vote? March 17, 2020, is the Primary 
Election. Illinois uses the primary system in which voters must 
declare their party affiliation and will receive one political par-
ty’s ballot and voters can indicate their preference for their 
party’s candidate in the upcoming general election in Novem-
ber. 
 
VOTER REGISTRATION NEXT WEEK 
January 4 and 5, 2020 
In the Narthex Following all Masses 
 
If you are not registered or have changed your name or address 
since you last voted, stop by the Voter Registration tables in the 
Narthex NEXT WEEK after Mass to register to vote. 
 
Who May Register to Vote? 
 
1)  Must be a citizen of the United States.   
     If naturalized, information about court, city, state and date 
of naturalization must be completed.  If not available at the 
time of registration, provide telephone number and 
Election Commission staff will contact applicant to complete 
registration process. 
2)  Resident of the precinct for thirty (30) days as of the next 
election 
3)  18 years of age by the General Election (November 3, 2020) 
 
What is Needed to Register? 
     Two forms of identification, one with current address 
     Take an oath 
 
"In the Catholic tradition, responsible citizenship is a virtue; 
participation in the political process is a moral obligation.
(USCCB Faithful Citizenship:A Catholic Call to Political Re-
sponsibility p8). 
 

 

Catholics Care.  
Catholics Vote. 

March for Life 



SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION 
Baptisms 
Baptisms usually held at two Masses each month, and two Saturdays. Parents need to be registered parishioners and par-
ents and godparents will need to attend a Baptism Preparation Class prior to the Baptism. Godparents are to be practicing 
Catholics!  Please contact the parish office at 630-668-0918, ext. 600. 
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)  
Our RCIA classes are for any adult wanting to become Catholic. This is the time when questions are answered 
and formation begins. So, whether you are answering God’s call to join the church, seeking to participate fully 
in the sacraments, or looking to find answers about the Catholic faith, RCIA is for you. RCIA sessions meet 
weekly from September until Easter. Jim and Rosanne Druckemiller are co-directors and they can be reached by contact-
ing the church office at 630-668-0918. Call soon and get excited about the Catholic faith. We can’t wait to meet you!  
Wedding Information 
Getting married? Give us a ring! Please contact one of the parish priests as soon as you become engaged and at 
least six months before the wedding date.  Spiritual preparation begins at least SIX MONTHS in advance.  Cath-
olics need to be attending church every Sunday.  Please do not set your reception date until you meet with a priest. 

Prayers & Support for the Sick & Those in Need 
Having Surgery? 
Give one of our priests a call PRIOR to your surgery, so that anointing can be given at a time when you are 
less stressed. Call the parish office at 630-668-0918, ext. 0, & set a time to come in BEFORE your surgery for 
anointing. 
Hospital Visits 
Our priests are available to make hospital visits. Because of HIPAA Laws the Hospital does not notify churches when parishioners 
are there. Please notify the St. John’s Parish Office when a loved one is there giving us the name and room number. We want to do 
our best to minister to all hospitalized! 
Homebound 
Parishioners who are homebound and wish to receive communion, please call the parish office at 630-668-0918, ext. 0, and we will 
pass your name to the coordinator for Homebound Ministry. 
Prayers of the Faithful  
If you or someone in your family is sick and would like to be mentioned in the Prayers of the Faithful at Sunday Masses, please call 
the parish office at 630-668-0918, ext. 0. 
Prayer Line, Pray for the Sick Listed in Bulletin 
If you or someone in your family is sick & would like to be prayed for by our confidential Prayer Line or listed in the Sick of the 
Church bulletin, please contact the parish office at 630-668-0918, ext. 0. 
Grief Support Group 
Our Grief Support Group offers emotional support for those grieving a loss - whether by death, divorce, or other significant event in 
their lives. Support is based on confidentiality, trust, and safety. The group meets the first Wednesday of the month (unless otherwise 
stated in the bulletin weekly meeting schedule) from 7 to 8:30 PM in the Parish Office Dining Room. You do not need to bring any-
thing to the meeting. For more information, contact the parish office at 630-668-0918, ext. 0. 
24-Hour Adoration: Twenty-four hour Adoration is available in St. John’s Chapel from Tuesday morning after the 
7:00a daily Mass until Wednesday morning at 7:00a.  All are welcome. 
Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting  
At St. John’s every Thursday evening, Sodonna Hall (basement of the parish offices), 7p.-8p. For more infor-
mation, please contact the parish office, 630-668-0918, ext. 0 
Overeaters Anonymous Meeting: At St. John’s every Saturday, Youth Ministry Room (above gar-
ages of the parish offices), 9a-10a. For more information, please contact the parish office, 630-668-0918, ext. 0 

MASS INFORMATION 
Pulpit Announcements: Submissions are due by 9 a.m. on Tues. prior to the Sunday you would like  the an-
nouncement made. Please include a contact name and phone number. The parish office has final approval on all bulle-
tin articles and pulpit announcements. Email to: jenniferk@stjohnwinfield.org and rosab@stjohnwinfield.org. 
Music Schedule for January:  5p-Contemporary Ensemble; 7:30a-Classic Ensemble; 9:30a-Adult Choir; 11:30a-
Cantor/Organ.   
Mass Intentions: Visit the parish office to schedule a Mass Intention. Donation is $10;5p & 1:30p Masses-free-will donation. 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:  MONDAY - FRIDAY 8 A.M.- 4 P.M.     
Lost and Found: Please check the Lost and Found box in the entry way to the vestibule of the parish office. 
Bulletin Articles: Submissions are due by noon on Thurs., 10 days prior to the Sunday on which you wish the article 
to appear. . Include the name & phone number of the person submitting the article. Please email as an attachment using  
Microsoft Word or Publisher. Please do not include article in the body of the email.  
Email to: jenniferk@stjohnwinfield.org and rosab@stjohnwinfield.org. 



St. John the Baptist Catholic Church/Iglesia Católica de San Juan Bautista 
NEW YEAR 
 The object of a new year is not that we 
should have a new year, but rather that we 
should have a new soul.  
 
―G. K. Chesterton 

NUEVO AÑO 
El objeto de un nuevo año no es que debamos 
tener un nuevo año, sino más bien que tenga-
mos un alma nueva. 
 
-G. K. Chesterton  
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