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L e a d i n g  S o u l s  t o  H e a v e n

MASS TIMES 

CHAPEL 

Mondays, Wednesdays 
5:30 pm 

Tuesday, Thursday 
8:15 am 

Fridays 
12:00 pm 

Sundays 
7:30 am 

CHURCH 

Saturdays 
5:00 pm 

Sundays 
9:30 am 
11:30 am 

CONFESSIONS 
Saturdays 
3:30-4:30 pm (Church) 

ADORATION 
Thursdays 
9:00 am to 8:00 pm 
(Chapel) 

    

Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time, October 15, 2023 

Pastor: Very Rev. Christopher Lankford, KHS 
Parochial Vicar: Fr. John Abulag 
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FROM THE PASTOR ’S DESK

Dear Friends In Christ, 

As promised, I’d like to share a little bit of information with you about our new parochial vicar, Fr. John Abulag.  
Father John was born John Ronaldo Gabutan Abulag in Talisayan Misamis, Oriental, Phillipines.  That was the 
town his mother came from.  His birth date is March 31st, if you want to add it to your calendars.  I’m going to 
protect his birth year – you know, all these privacy regulations we have to follow.  One month later, in the same 
town, Fr. John was baptized at the Church of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.  Afterwards, he was born and raised in 
the city of Gingoog, which was his dad’s town. 

Interestingly, Father John was named after two people.  His grandfather’s name was John, and he gets his middle 
name from a man named Ronaldo Valdez, who apparently was a very famous actor way back in the day.  Father 
John comes from a large family.  He has five brothers and one sister, plus an adopted sister who was a niece of his 
dad, and an adopted brother, who was a nephew of his mom.  In the household, Father is referred to as John-John. 

For kindergarten through high school he attended public school, but did attend a catholic college, where he received 
a bachelor of science in commerce, with his major being management.  After first working as a curator in a painting 
gallery, and teaching high school Christian Living as well as philosophy, his true journey took off.  He received a 
philosophy degree at Our Lady of the Angels Franciscan Seminary in Quezon City, and completed his theology 
studies at Santo Tomas-Recoletos in Manila.  Father John has a number of passions, including ministering to the 
deaf.  He first met the Dominican Missionaries for the Apostolates of the Deaf in 2011.  And, in his own words, he 
has been a die-hard member of the Legion of Mary since high school.  In fact, he is presently the spiritual director 
of the Legion of Mary in Joliet.  He would later become a deacon in December of 2020, and was ordained to the 
priesthood on May 22, 2021. 

Like many of us, Father John has also had to persevere through some adversity.  He lost his mom on his first day of 
final exams in his theology program, and his dad passed away the day before he was ordained.  He still tries to keep 
a positive attitude, about even that difficult year.  He is very proud of his heritage, and although his dad passed, in 
2021 the Philippines celebrated 500 years of Christianity.  Also, May 22nd was the feast day of St. Rita of Cascia 
who he considers to be his ordination saint, one of a long list of saints he admires and respects, including Sts. Pope 
John Paul II and Mother Teresa. 

For a little trivia, Fr. John loves sweets, his favorite colors are blue, red, green and black, he likes to listen to music, 
does a little singing, and get this – he likes to watch horror movies.  Finally, Father John hasn’t been back to the 
Philippines since first arriving in Joliet, and is hopeful he can do that sometime next year to see his family and their 
families.  In the meantime, he is very excited to be at St. John’s and is looking forward to meeting as many of you 
as possible.  Welcome Fr. John! 

In Christ, 
Fr. Chris 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Sign Up to Give 
Online! 

Give Online 

Select the collection or event of your choice. 
Set up your donation or payment. That’s it! 

Sacrificial Giving 

Carotid Artery Disease 

Atrial Fibrillation (AFib) 

Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (AAA) 

Peripheral Arterial Disease (PAD) 

    Bakery, Crafts 
This & That Shop 
 Jewelry, Religious 
Items, LP’s and 

Books 

Two Vendors selling: 
Handmade knitted 
items Handsewn 
kitchen linens 
American Girl Doll 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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All are welcome!  Family Rosary Night is on 

Monday, October 16 at 6:30 PM in the 

church. It will be led  by our Grade School and 

Religious Education program. Annually our 

first grade students receive a blessed rosary. 

They will receive it just prior to praying the 

rosary.  Everyone is invited to this beautiful 

devotion.   

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



6 

Our Sanctuary Lamps 
This week, our Sanctuary Lamps* burn in  Memory of (†) /Honor of (♥): 

CHAPEL   †  Jeanne Ptak 
CHURCH  ♥ Health of the Rohr Family 

*If you would like to request a sanctuary lamp to burn in memory of/in honor of a loved one, please 
contact the parish office. The cost is  $10.00 per week. 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Saturday, October 14, Vigil, Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

♥

Sunday, October 15, Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

♥

Monday, October 16 

Tuesday, October 17 
 Emeliana Ampasin

Wednesday, October 18 

Thursday, October 19 

Friday, October 20 

♥ 

♥ 

Please pray for our sick 

Young at Heart Luncheon 

Join Young at Hearts on Wednesday, October 18 at 11:30 in 

Sebahar Hall for a fall feast of favorites like stuffed cabbage, 

sauerkraut, Polish sausage, and German potato salad.    

Young at Hearts is open to everyone at least 55 years young.  

Call Gwen at 630-222-6777 with any questions.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

office.

Please pray for all first responders and for 
those in Active Duty, including our own: 
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FORTY DAYS FOR LIFE FALL VIGIL  

began Wednesday September 27th and 

ends Sunday, November 5th.  As we have 

done in previous years, St. John’s has 

signed up for praying at Waterleaf in front of Planned Parenthood, 3055 E 

New York St. in Aurora, every Wednesday from 10 am to noon. If possible 

we will have a sign-up for praying at Waterleaf during St. John’s hours on 

the weekend of September 16th and 17th. If we cannot have the sign-up, 

please email Linda LeBreux at rvlinda@comcast.net, or, call or text her 

at 331-218-9637 to sign up to pray at Waterleaf. Information will also 

be  available  on  the  bulletin  board  and  posters.  

PRAYERS & THOSE IN NEED 

Having Surgery? 

Give one of our priests a call PRIOR to your surgery, so that anointing can 

be given at a time when you are less stressed. 

Hospital Visits 

To receive communion while in the hospital, please make the request to a 

hospital chaplain. Because of HIPPA laws, the hospital  does not notify 

churches when parishioners are there. Please notify St. John’s parish office 

when a loved one is the hospital so prayers can be offered. We want to do 

our best  to minister to all who are hospitalized. 

Homebound 

Parishioners who are homebound and wish to receive communion should 

call the parish office and we will pass your name to the coordinator for 

Homebound Ministry. 

Grief Support Group 

Our Grief Support Group offers emotional support for these grieving a loss 

whether by death, divorce, or other significant event in their lives. Support 

is based on confidentiality, trust, and safety. Our next meeting is November  

2,  2023 , 7:00 pm. 

Bulletin Articles 

Interested in submitting a bulletin article? Email 

SJBBulletin@stjohnwinfield.org 

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION 

For Baptisms, Funeral and Wedding information, please contact the parish 

office. 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Office Hours: Mon.,  Tues., and Thurs.: 9:00 am  - 3:00 pm; Wed.: 12:00 pm  - 3:00 pm; Friday: Closed 

Cursillo Corner 
Make a friend, be a friend, bring a 

friend to Christ! 

Join St John's Book Club at our 
next monthly meeting, Wednes-

day Oct 18th at 7 pm 

 at the home of Karen Tsaparis. We will 
discuss the book, Sing You Home by Jodi Picoult. 

ALEX’S BLESSING BAGS 

Alex McCall 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://www.jolietcursillo.org
mailto:amythe1@att.net
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