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Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 24, 2023




A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR'’S DESK

St. John the , - \
Baptist Catholic S J
Church & School

Dear Friends in Christ,
Happy Advent!!

Wait...

Merry Christmas!!
Walit....

Which one is it?!

We are Catholic, so it’s BOTH /AND !

Happy Advent and Merry Christmas!! This is an unusual

year in that the 4th Sunday of Advent is also Christmas

Eve. We continue our preparations for His birth in the

morning, and a few hours later, He’s here! FOR UNTO US A

On behalf of Fr. John, Seminarian Sam, and the entire St. CHILD IS BOR

John the Baptist staff, I want to take the opportunity to I I

wish each and everyone of you a very Merry Christmas! 1 =
personally hope this is your best Christmas yet, and that —

the Light of Christ’s birth shines upon each of you and X

your family and friends. ﬁ'

May the Light of Christ also shine on our parish family so CO M E
brightly that we may continue to Lead Souls to Heaven! et! ‘ ' s

Be assured of my prayers for you and please pray for me! A D O R E H | M

In Christ,
e Chyrist L.

Fr. Chris

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



A blessed Christmas to you and your families from
the parish family of St. John the Baptist Parish.

Christmas Eve Masses: % S

Sunday, December 24th g
Masses 3:00 pm, 5:00 pm
and Midnight(12:00 am)

Christmas Day Masses:

Monday, December 25th
Masses 7:30 am, 9:30 am

& 11:30 am

Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God
Holy day of Obligation
Monday, Tanuary 1, 2024
Mass 9:00 am and 11:00 am

YEAR END CONTRIBUTIONS

As a reminder to our parishioners, ALL contributions

Sacrificial Giving

S cemueboibeey o Offertory _collections _for _ te
2023 for those contributions to be credited to your weekend of December 10, 2023,
2023 parish contribution statement. were $26,389. We thaﬂk you TOI'
Contributions postmarked or received after January 1st your support and prayers in helping
will be credited to your 2024 statement. us meet our weekly goal of

If you have any questions or concerns $24,600.

please contact the finance office at 630-668-0918, x 604

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass:."com



An Introduction to Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd - Part 2: “The Atrium”

The Globe and
Map of Israel

The Visit of the
Magi Figurines

Our new religious formation program for children 3-6
years old called the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
happens twice a week in a special room called the
Atrium. What is an “atrium” anyway?

In early Christian times, the word “atrium” referred to
the place in the ancient basilicas where the
catechumens were prepared for Baptism. In 1922, Dr.
Maria Montessori the world-renowned educator used
this word “atrium” to refer to the room she created in
one of her schools for the religious formation of the
child.

Everything in the atrium has been specially prepared
for the child to touch, to hold, and to use. The
materials are child-sized and beautiful. There are
small clay figurines and 3D models depicting the life of
Jesus, a sandpaper globe and raised-surface map of
the Land of Israel. There is a small wooden sacristy
cabinet that holds miniature replicas of the articles of
the Mass, such as the chalice, paten, and crucifix, and
so much more! These items spark interest and speak
to the child about God even without words. They help
lead the child in a tactile way, through their senses, to
come to know Jesus in their heart.

We are excited to host a Tour of the Atrium
on Sunday, January 28" after the Sunday
Masses for any parishioners interested to
come and see and who want to learn more

about the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd.

All are welcome! Save the date and
stay tuned for details.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

St. John the Baptist School celebrated
the season with a Light of the Season
Christmas Program followed by donuts
on St. Lucia Day!
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Bishop Hicks’ Column

December 2023

EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL AND SYNODALITY, TOGETHER

ARE YOU A CUBS FAN? OR ARE
YOU A WHITE SOX FAN? If you
have any roots in Chicagoland,
you instinctively understand that
you must declare one or the
other. It is common practice to
choose one team — one is never
a fan of both!

During these past two years, throughout our country
and within the Catholic Church, that same principle
seems to have been applied to the National Eucharistic
Revival and the Synod on Synedality. As you know, the
Eucharistic Revival is a three-year initiative of the
Church to enkindle a living relationship with Jesus
Christ in the holy Eucharist. The Synod on Synodality is
an international, multiyear undertaking during which
Catholics give feedback and deeply listen to each
other — so, as a Church, we can all discern together
where the Holy Spirit is leading us.

Curiously, many people seem to be taking sides; they
are in favor of one, but not the other.

The week before Thanksgiving, | joined over 250
bishops in Baltimore for a week of meetings hosted by
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. We
began the meetings with prayer, adoration,
benediction, and Mass. The first address to the
assembly was given by Cardinal Christophe Pierre, the
Papal Nuncio. When it comes to the Eucharistic Revival
and the Synod, he encouraged us to move away from
an “either/or” approach, and to instead embrace and
promote both. The special connections between the
Eucharistic Revival and the Synod prevailed through
our week of meetings.

At one point, Cardinal Pierre beautifully reflected on the
road to Emmaus story from the Gospel of Luke (24: 13-
35). Along their journey, the disciples debated their
theological points of view while Jesus listened to them.
“Listening, corresponds to the humble style of God,”
said the cardinal, quoting Pope Francis. “God loves
humanity: that is why he addresses his word to them,
and why he ‘inclines his ear’ to listen to them.”

You see, fistening is essential for a synodal Church
because it is a dimension of love. Through this Emmaus
moment, Jesus accompanies, listens, and discerns with
His disciples. Then, their hearts were set on fire
because they recognized His true presence in the
Eucharist. After this Eucharistic encounter, they go

DIOCESE OF JOLIET

back to the other disciples and proclaim that Jesus is
alive and — with missionary zeal — are committed to
sharing the risen Christ with the world.

Cardinal Pierre concluded his presentation with these
moving insights: “Our people need us to be adventurers
for the Lord. They need us to be united with one another.
They need to see how our diversity, harmonized, displays
the beauty of the Church and of the Catholic faith. They
need to be reminded that salvation comes not from one
idea or another, but through a shared encounter with the
living person of Jesus, who is love.”

Most of us can agree we are a stronger Church when we
both listen anad keep the Eucharist as our source and
summit. Let’s look for ways to stay united with each other
and with Christ.

From the onset, | announced that the Diocese of Joliet
was going to participate in both the National Eucharistic
Revival and the Synod on Synodality. Walking in
numerous Eucharistic processions and attending many
talks about the Eucharist, | am proud of how robustly our
clergy and parishioners have promoted and embraced
this Eucharistic Revival. | look forward to participating in
our centinued celebrations of the Eucharist in the
Diocese of Joliet, and will joyfully attend the Eucharistic
Congress in Indianapolis in July 2024. That event will
launch us into the next phase of the revival by
enthusiastically taking the Eucharistic Lord into the world
and putting our faith into action as missionary disciples.

At the same time, | am also proud of how we have
participated in the Synod on Synodality. For over six
months, groups gathered throughout every deanery of
our diocese to listen intently to each other. The themes
from these listening sessions were gathered and
compiled into a report sent to Rome. The first half of the
synod concluded in the Vatican this October. With faithful
hope, we await the next steps for the second half next
October.

As a baseball fan, | am fiercely loyal to my team, while
politely ignoring the other. Gratefully, that's not what our
Church does when it comes to the National Eucharistic
Revival and the Synod on Synodality. Like you, | love
Jesus so much — especially in the Eucharist — and at the
same time — through Him, with Him, and in Him — |
desire a /istening Church that calls us to be on mission!
With faith and trust in God, | look forward to walking on
this all-connected journey with you ahead.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Saturday, December 23, Vigil, Fourth Sunday of Advent
5:00 p.m. t Jeanne Ptak (Al Ptak)
1 Fred Dusza (Maryann Dusza)
1 Bill Banta (The Banta Family)
1 The Russell & Stark Families (Marianne & Jim Russell)
1 Denise & Al Harvey
1 Edward Meyer, Sr. (Edward “Skip” Meyer)
Sunday, December 24, Fourth Sunday of Advent
7:30 a.m. ¥t The People of the Parish
9:30 a.m. t William Burlein Ill (Sarah Reznicek)
Sunday, December 24, Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord
3:00 p.m. ¥t The People of the Parish
5:00 p.m. Intention of the Priest

Monday, December 25, The Nativity of the Lord
Midnight 1 Maria Garza (Rosa Benavides & Family)
7:30 a.m. ¥t The People of the Parish

9:30 a.m. 1 Maria Garza

11:30 a.m. T Joseph Grabowski

Tuesday, December 26
8:15a.m. T The Russell & Stark Families (Marianne & Jim Russell)

Wednesday, December 27

5:30 p.m. 1 Pete Daly (Kathie & Jim Brewer)

Thursday, December 28

8:15a.m. 1 William Lutzenkirchen (Dan & Helen Lutzenkirchen)

Friday, December 29
12:00 p.m. T Marilyn Loechl (The SJB Adult Choir)
1 Mary “Mickey” Meyer (Edward “Skip” Meyer)
1 Robert Lutzenkirchen (Dan & Helen Lutzenkirchen)
1 Dan Sorenson (Dan Conley)
1 John Moscinski (Jean Christoffer)
1 Rosela Mendoza (Maria Theresa So & Family)

Mass Intentions: The donation for a Mass Intention is $10.00; the 5:00 pm Saturday Vigil
Mass and 12:00 pm Friday Mass are free-will donations. Please note: the 2024 Mass book is
open.

THE KNIGHTS & MEN OF S)B:

Come pray the rosary &
stay for a get-together.
St. John’s Fire Pit,
7.00 pm Wednesday,
January 3, 2024
Questions?

Sean Conley, 630-835-8225

Please keep in your prayers
all Deacons and
Seminarians who are
studying in the Diocese of

Joliet including our own
Seminarian Sam
Bergmann

Our Sanctuary Lamps
This week, our Sanctuary Lamps* burn
in Memory of () /Honor of (¥):

CHAPEL t Feanne Ptak
CHURCH ¥ The Rudolph-Wilkes
Families

*If you would like to request a sanctuary lamp to burn in memory of/in honor of a loved

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Please pray for our sick

Praying for our sick is one of the most important
things we can do as a parish community. Please
pray for the following people:

Baby Luke Hougan
James Oliver
Mike Berger

The entire prayer list is on our website, at
www.stjohnwinfield.org. Click on the heading,
“Prayer Request’, then scroll right underneath
Prayer Request banner: to PLEASE CLICK HERE
TO SEE OUR CURRENT PRAY FOR OUR SICK LIST

If you or someone in your family is sick & would
like to be included in this list or prayed for by our
confidential Prayer Line, please contact the
parish office.

Please pray for all first
responders and for

those in Active Duty,
including our own:

S

Pvt James Luigi Akin

SRA Francis Beifuss

Lt. Col. John Berg

Sgt. Tyler Bowling, US Army
Sgt Melissa Brooker

Pvt Timothy Conley

Lt. Commander Nicholas Daly
Major Daniel Durbin

Lt. Col. Tony Eschliman
LCPI Ciro Esquivel, Jr.

Sgt. Nicholas Gedvilas

Pv2 Nicholas Gorman

Sgt Pamela Gray

Colonel Eric Hass, US Army
Colonel Erica Haas, USAF
A1C Seth Kelley

Airman Nicholas Kostecka
Lt. Crystal Kotvan

Sgt. David Lawless

SrA Robert Lawless

Captain Matthew Luff

W01 Jake Miller

CMDCM (SW/SS/AW)
Timothy A. Newell

ABH2 Sean Phillips

Captain Colleen Rezabek

Captain Kevin Rezabek

A1C Alejandro Luis Sanchez

Sqt lan Sarlitto

AN Michael Schieve

2LT Allyson Serbick

PFC Keegan Serbick

Lt. Col. James Smolucha

Major Mike Smolucha

SPC Thomas Stanhope

sympathy are
extended to the
famlly 6 frlends

2 ?_. Our prayers and
I'[\‘_,
7

lN SYMPATHY

Maria Cortez

who passed away December 10, 2023

Teffrey Scherr

who passed away October 5, 2023

Sgt Major Carrie Kwiatkowsk

0D 00 0 ) O



LIFE LINE Erf §Q_REL§|\§l:;,
Take a step toward staying -

Healthy & Active

de a more thorough look at your health

reening goes beyond reguls

checkups to pro

Be Smart: Do More For Your Cardiovascular Health

No Plaque Buildup Plaque Buildup

Advanced ultrasound technology locks inside your artenes Tor signs of plague buildup
hy 9 out of 10 cardiovascular doctors support preventive screening
risk factors

We are

T

ing to your
Where: Winfield - St John the Baptist Catholic Parish
When: Wednesday, January 24, 2024

our appointment ar I!_: receive the special discount
311 1-800-640- 6307 LLLSA.SOCIAL/HC

LLSA.SOCIAL/HC

L2
LiFE LiNE W.‘JLN"_L\I\(_.

I .r-_f\r REENING

T

CATHOLICS

MERRY
_ FOR LIFE

| CHRISTMAS

Enjoy Christmas Eve
Enjoy Christmas Morning
Enjoy all your presents,
Especially the greatest present
We all receive from God
His son, our Savior, Baby Jesus!

We wish you and all your family a Blessed, Holy,
Peaceful, Happy Christmas.

Join St John's Book Club at our next monthly meeting,
Wednesday, January 17th at 7 pm at the home of Mary Ann
Kratochvil. We will discuss the swap books that
we received at our December meeting or any
good book that you have read recently. Please
inquire for directions or with any questions and
RSVP Jean at tjdaniell@att.net.

The parish office will be CLOSED
December 22nd—January 1st

Blessed Christmas and New Year to all!

Donate Tax Free From Your IRA
Did you know you can give from your IRA to St. John the
Baptist without having to pay income taxes on the money?
This is called an IRA charitable rollover or qualified charitable
distribution (QCD), which you can begin to make when you turn
70 % years old. And, you can use your gift to satisfy all or part
of your required minimum distribution (RMD) if you turn 73 in
2023. (In 2019, this trigger was set at the age of 72). Gifts of
any value of $100,000 or less are eligible for this benefit. For
married couples, each spouse can donate up to $100,000. And,
you can feel good knowing that you are making a difference in
your parish. Contact your retirement provider to get started.
Please call the parish office, (630)668-0918 to schedule an
appointment to discuss any questions you may have.

PRAYERS & THOSE IN NEED

Having Surgery?
Give one of our priests a call PRIOR to your surgery, so that
anointing can be given at a time when you are less stressed.

Hospital Visits

To receive communion while in the hospital, please make the
request to a hospital chaplain. Because of HIPPA laws, the
hospital does not notify churches when parishioners are there.
Please notify the St. John’s parish office when a loved one is
the hospital so prayers can be offered. We want to do our best
to minister to all who are hospitalized.

Homebound

Parishioners who are homebound and wish to receive
communion should call the parish office and we will pass your
name to the coordinator for Homebound Ministry.

Grief Support Group

Our Grief Support Group offers emotional support for these
grieving a loss whether by death, divorce, or other significant
event in their lives. Support is based on confidentiality, trust,
and safety. Our next meeting is January 4, 2023, 7:00 pm.

Bulletin Articles

Interested in submitting a bulletin article? Email
SJBBulletin@stjohnwinfield.org

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

For Baptisms, Funerals and Wedding information, please
contact the parish office.

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting:

AA is meeting on Thursday evenings at 7:00 pm in Sodonna
Hall, the basement of the parish office.

CONTACT INFORMATION:
Parish Main 630-668-0018 Ext o
Parish Administrative Assistants:
Tammy Miller Ext 600
Rosa Benavides Ext 601
Secretaria Hispana Ext 601
Religious Education office ExL 613

Director of Faith Formation & RCIA: Sarah Reznicek  Exl 612
Interim Director of Facilities: Aaron Simpson___ Ex1 603
Interim Director of Finance: Ed Rylko ___ Exl 604
Director of Liturgical Life: Michael Berger ___ Ext 6o7
Grade School Office:
Principal: Joanne Policht 630-668-0018 Press 2
Fax: 630-668-1074

St. Vincent de Paul Society ExL 692

For information on joining St. Fohn's, please see our website or call the
parish office.

Office Hours:
Mon., Tues., and Thurs.: 9 am - 3 pm; Wed.: 12 pm - 3 pm; Friday: Closed

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



& !!L al & Commercial

’ i&?j 5| Service | Parts
_— Estate Planning (630) 668-5885
: ‘ Norris-Segert ATING & ITIONING  Fax (630) 668-6198
:' Real Estate Transactions Funcral Home & Cremation Services ' asant Hill Road * Wheaton, IL 60187

Personal |njury 132 Fremont Street w.borterheating.com
— — ;i West Chicago, IL 60185
& Workman’s PAULA SCHATZ s ses csc

(630) 231-0060

Ronald T. Segert
Owner/Director

Real Estate Broker
WS 630-25I-5155
paulaarealtyexecutivescom PREMIERE
Bl [H 577 =) SRES
Visit us at www.PAULASCHATZ com

for more information or to start your home search!

& 5 Comp |

ASK ABOUT PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

630-632-4457 SJB Alum
info@mcgrathsheehanlawgroup.com

www.norrissegertfh.com

Established 1872

y, i Quality Deco nce 1977 J o M. Fl ; !
’ s , ennie M. Flemin : I
]LQRAC[E S PETAL§*] E ST A v {/ Fnatcial Adscr ¥
: Office/Cell
27W221 Geneva Rd. 'Za" =1 -7009-
(corner of County Farm & Geneva) : T B My B WINHELD WEALTH ;ennief?ei?n;@?ngbwigjsirmm

Financial Planning = Asset Management - Insurance « Estate Planning|

27w460 Beecher Ave, Suite C, Winfield IL 60190
www.winfield-wealth.com

a "N SOUTHWESTERN
% %1//REAL ESTATE

( N 4
4‘% Andrew Pupius, realtor 4[ (
Parishioner

STAN SMOLUCHA, Owner, Parishioner

. . L .
Fresh Flowers * Plants 1002 3o Coodes
o (630) 653-4149 Office » (630) 2351858 Cell

* Fresh Bouquets
« All Occasions y:
630-868-3544
\«-ww.graEiespetals.com
More fhon Jﬁ#Bm{ﬂﬁi Tresh Howers
Gracie’s Petals Boutique

'u»wnw i P & i

77_3 -294-0238
Thomas Electric Co =N T T

Tom Glosenger il

Residential Electrical Contractor U'NE CHAPEL

= 30 Y Experi
« Life tong Resident of Winfield || 951 W. WASHINGTON ST. - WEST CHICAGO

= St. John’s Alumni 630-293'5200

tom.tec@comcast.net ALEX CARBONARA, DIRECTOR

apupiu

: Serving One Family at a Time
. Hultgren Funeral Homes guarantee personal attention
- and our entire facility.

HULTGREH : On-site Crematory
ik ' 1! Yourfamily member NEVER leaves our care. We are among
FUNERAL HOMES * the very few funeral homes to operate our own crematory

(630) 450-1259
* inside our modern and secure facility in Carol Stream.

630-668-0027 . 304 N. Main Street, Wheaton, IL 60187 Ed the PI u mher
hultgrenfh.com : 565 Randy Road, Carol Stream, IL 60188 Ed the Ca rpenter

= M Suburban 630.663.1444

et Best Work + Best Rates
Roger Fox PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Roger Fox N Broker, GRI, CRS, SFR, SRES

(630) 877-7777 w‘o Get this bulletin emailed to

+ Family Owned Funeral Home and Crematory
+ Traditional Funeral Services
+ New 300 Person Capacity Chapel with Ample Parking

www.RogerFox.net
Serving clients wif% integrity since 1984 yOll every week' 3
Simply go to :
www.DM.CHURCH/1605 ...or scan =P [
% DISCOVERMASS

ADVERTISE ROOFING | GUTTERS | WINDOWS | SIDING
HERE s
Promote your Business h

AND Support your Parish.
BOXER BOXER STANDARD

Jeff Ingerso_l_l ~ 616-299-2388
lingersoli@dlacesanicom EXTERIORS boxerexteriors.com | 630.570.0269

Dupage County’s Newest Full Service Funeral Home

~N f “Honoring Life and Legacy, as we begin ours” |
S C. (@ « Visitation & Burial Packages
DISPOSAL /RECYCLING SERVICES B U C A R O « Cremation & Memorial Service/Celebration of
We Take Service Personally FUNERAL HOME & o oy TER
Contact us today for a customized, L‘.“L'i;;;"‘_‘.' i - Outdoor Patio with
reliable waste management, recycling, FaP T e i, e :{:::tanged s
. T r
* L dﬂm,‘f’f ﬂ”ﬂfﬂ. * 630-242-4700 Funded Funeral Plans
6 3 n'z 61"040 n 485 W. Army TrAIL RD. BLOOMINGDALE, IL
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