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L e a d i n g  S o u l s  t o  H e a v e n  

  

 
MASS TIMES 
CHAPEL 
Mondays, Wednesdays  
5:30 pm 

Tuesday, Thursday 
8:15 am 

Fridays 
12:00 pm 

Sundays 
7:30 am 
 
CHURCH 
Saturdays 
5:00 pm 

Sundays 
9:30 am 
No 11:30 am on 12/24 
 
CONFESSIONS 
Saturdays 
3:30-4:30 pm (Church) 
 

 
ADORATION 
Thursdays 
9:00 am to 8:00 pm 
(Chapel) 
 
 

 
Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 24, 2023 

Pastor: Very Rev. Christopher Lankford, KHS  
Parochial Vicar: Rev. John Abulag 
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A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  PA S T O R ’S  D E S K  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Happy Advent!! 

Wait… 

Merry Christmas!! 

Wait…. 

Which one is it?! 

We are Catholic, so it’s BOTH / AND ! 
Happy Advent and Merry Christmas!!  This is an unusual 
year in that the 4th Sunday of Advent is also Christmas 
Eve. We continue our preparations for His birth in the 
morning, and a few hours later, He’s here!   

On behalf of Fr. John, Seminarian Sam, and the entire St. 
John the Baptist staff, I want to take the opportunity to 
wish each and everyone of you a very Merry Christmas!  I 
personally hope this is your best Christmas yet, and that 
the Light of Christ’s birth shines upon each of you and 
your family and friends.  

May the Light of Christ also shine on our parish family so 
brightly that we may continue to Lead Souls to Heaven! 

Be assured of my prayers for you and please pray for me! 

In Christ, 

Fr. Chris  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Sacrificial Giving 
YEAR END CONTRIBUTIONS  

As a reminder to our parishioners, ALL contributions 
to St. John the Baptist Catholic Church must be 
received or be postmarked by December 31, 

2023 for those contributions to be credited to your 
2023 parish contribution statement.  

Contributions postmarked or received after January 1st 
will be credited to your 2024 statement.  

If you have any questions or concerns  
please contact the finance office at 630-668-0918, x 604  

A blessed Christmas to you and your families from  
the parish family of St. John the Baptist Parish. 

Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God 
Holy day of Obligation 
Monday, January 1, 2024 
Mass 9:00 am and 11:00 am 

Christmas Eve Masses:  
Sunday, December 24th 
 Masses 3:00 pm, 5:00 pm  
 and Midnight(12:00  am) 
Christmas Day Masses: 
Monday, December 25th 
 Masses 7:30 am, 9:30 am  
   & 11:30 am 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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St. John the Baptist School celebrated 

the season with a Light of the Season 

Christmas Program followed by donuts 

on St. Lucia Day! 

An Introduction to Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd – Part 2: “The Atrium” 

 

 

The Globe and 
Map of Israel 

  
 
 

The Model Altar 

 
 
 
 
The Visit of the 
Magi Figurines 
 

Our new religious formation program for children 3-6 
years old called the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
happens twice a week in a special room called the 
Atrium.  What is an “atrium” anyway? 

In early Christian times, the word “atrium” referred to 
the place in the ancient basilicas where the 
catechumens were prepared for Baptism.  In 1922, Dr. 
Maria Montessori the world-renowned educator used 
this word “atrium” to refer to the room she created in 
one of her schools for the religious formation of the 
child.    

Everything in the atrium has been specially prepared 
for the child to touch, to hold, and to use.  The 
materials are child-sized and beautiful.  There are 
small clay figurines and 3D models depicting the life of 
Jesus, a sandpaper globe and raised-surface map of 
the Land of Israel. There is a small wooden sacristy 
cabinet that holds miniature replicas of the articles of 
the Mass, such as the chalice, paten, and crucifix, and 
so much more!  These items spark interest and speak 
to the child about God even without words.  They help 
lead the child in a tactile way, through their senses, to 
come to know Jesus in their heart.    

We are excited to host a Tour of the Atrium 
on Sunday, January 28th after the Sunday 
Masses for any parishioners interested to 
come and see and who want to learn more 

about the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd.  

 All are welcome! Save the date and 
stay tuned for details. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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 MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Saturday, December 23, Vigil, Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Sunday, December 24, Fourth Sunday of Advent 
♥

Sunday, December 24, Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord 
♥
Intention of the Priest

Monday, December 25, The Nativity of the Lord 

♥

Tuesday, December 26 

 Wednesday, December 27 

Thursday, December 28 
 

Friday, December 29 

 

Our Sanctuary Lamps 
This week, our Sanctuary Lamps* burn  

in  Memory of (†) /Honor of (♥): 
 
 

 CHAPEL †  Jeanne Ptak 
 CHURCH ♥  The Rudolph-Wilkes 
   Families 

 
 
*If you would like to request a sanctuary lamp to burn in memory of/in honor of a loved 

 
Our prayers and 

sympathy are 
extended to the 
family & friends 

of 
 

 

Maria Cortez 
who passed away December 10, 2023 

Jeffrey Scherr 
who passed away October 5, 2023 

 

Please pray for our sick 

Please pray for all first  
responders and for 

those in Active Duty,  
including our own: 

 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



 

7 

PRAYERS & THOSE IN NEED 

Having Surgery? 

Give one of our priests a call PRIOR to your surgery, so that 

anointing can be given at a time when you are less stressed. 

Hospital Visits 

To receive communion while in the hospital, please make the 

request to a hospital chaplain. Because of HIPPA laws, the 

hospital does not notify churches when parishioners are there. 

Please notify the St. John’s parish office when a loved one is 

the hospital so prayers can be offered. We want to do our best  

to minister to all who are hospitalized. 

Homebound 

Parishioners who are homebound and wish to receive 

communion should call the parish office and we will pass your 

name to the coordinator for Homebound Ministry. 

Grief Support Group 

Our Grief Support Group offers emotional support for these 

grieving a loss whether by death, divorce, or other significant 

event in their lives. Support is based on confidentiality, trust, 

and safety. Our next meeting is January 4, 2023 , 7:00 pm. 

Bulletin Articles 

Interested in submitting a bulletin article? Email 

SJBBulletin@stjohnwinfield.org 

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION 

For Baptisms, Funerals and Wedding information, please 

contact the parish office. 

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting: 

AA is meeting on Thursday evenings at 7:00 pm in Sodonna 

Hall, the basement of the parish office. 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Office Hours:  
Mon.,  Tues., and Thurs.: 9 am - 3 pm; Wed.: 12 pm - 3 pm; Friday: Closed 

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 

 

Enjoy Christmas Eve 
Enjoy Christmas Morning 

Enjoy all your presents, 
Especially the greatest present 

We all receive from God 
His son, our Savior, Baby Jesus! 

 

We wish you and all your family a Blessed, Holy, 
Peaceful, Happy Christmas. 

Donate Tax Free From Your IRA 
Did you know you can give from your IRA to  St. John the 
Baptist without having to pay income taxes on the money? 
This is called an IRA charitable rollover or qualified charitable 
distribution (QCD), which you can begin to make when you turn 
70 ½ years old.  And, you can use your gift to satisfy all or part 
of your required minimum distribution (RMD) if you turn 73 in 
2023. (In 2019, this trigger was set at the age of 72).  Gifts of 
any value of $100,000 or less are eligible for this benefit. For 
married couples, each spouse can donate up to $100,000. And, 
you can feel good knowing that you are making a difference in 
your parish. Contact your retirement provider to get started. 
Please call the parish office, (630)668-0918 to schedule an 
appointment to discuss any questions you may have. 

The parish office will be CLOSED 
 December 22nd—January 1st 

 

Blessed Christmas and New Year to all! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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