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Welcome - Bienvenido
Anyone who welcomes you, welcomes me;
and those who welcome me welcome the
one who sent me. (Mt 10:40)

St. John the Baptist Church wishes to welcome
everyone to our community as Jesus would. For
information on joining St. John’s,
please call the parish office.

Parish Directory - 630-668-0918
Pastor/Parroco: Fr. Christopher Lankford
Parochial Vicar: Fr. Jim Olofson
Deacon: Dcn. Dave Ritter

Secretaries: Jennifer Kurtyka, Rosa Benavides

...................... Ext0or600.....................
SecretariaHispana: ......................... Ext 601
Business Manager:

...................... Mike Vallaro.............Ext 616
Facilities Manager:

.................. Aaron Simpson...............Ext 603

Music Ministry: Adrienne Rose...630-653-1489
Misica Espaiol: Maria Marquez.630-562-6894

Religious Education:.............. Office: Ext 613
Director: Maurecen Brennan........Ext 612
RCIA (Convert Preparation)...... Ext 600

Youth Ministry:

Coordinator: Ruben Chavez......Ext. 615

Grade School:........................ Office: Ext 618

Principal: Joanne Policht............... Ext 618
Phone 630-668-0918, Press 2, Fax: 630-668-1074

St Vincent de Paul Society............... Ext 692

Website: www.stjohnwinfield.org

Please keep in your prayers our
Seminarian who is preparing for the
Priesthood:

Brian Geary

Please pray for all the Seminarians who
are studying in
the Diocese of Joliet.

Sunday Masses:
Saturday 5:00 pm & Sunday
7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am
Misa En Espaiiol:
Domingo 1:30 pm

Weekday Masses:
Mon.-Fri. 7:00 am; Sat. 8:30 am

Reconciliation (Confesion):
Sat. 3:30 pm — 4:30 pm-Extra
Confession Times Added for
Advent-See Page 4 for times

Adoration:
Thursday Evenings, 6:00 pm -9:00 pm,
except Christmas Eve, New Year’s Eve

Public Sunday Masses are continu-
ing, as well as public daily Mass at
7am and Saturday at 8:30am. We
will have a limited amount of avail-
able seats for Mass because of the
policy of keeping households six feet
apart; you must sign up through
our parish website to reserve a seat

for Sunday Masses, including the 5p

on Saturday evening, at
www.stjohnwinfield.org. You do not

need to sign up for Daily Masses,
including the 8:30am Mass on Sat-
urday morning. See page S for
Christmas & New Year’s schedule.

The bishop’s dispensation from the
Sunday obligation is still in effect.
Masses and devotions will continue
to be online on YouTube which can
be accessed through our website,
www.stjohnwinfield.org, scroll
down to Social Media.

Please pray for
those who defend
our nation,
those who serve
in Active Duty
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THE PRIESTS’ PAGE/LA PAGINA DE LOS PADRES

Dear St. John the Baptist Parish,

I want to start off by saying Merry Christmas! As
you read this, we will be just a few days away from
celebrating the Nativity of our Lord and Savior, Je-
sus Christ!

I LOVE Christmas! It is definitely my favorite cele-
bration of the year. From Midnight Mass, to the
family traditions, to the Christmas Roast being avail-
able at Starbucks Coffee, and really everything in
between, it really is my favorite time of year!

This year, due to the health pandemic, it is going to
be unlike any other Christmas most of us have ever
experienced. We have masks, social distancing,
smaller gatherings, etc. Here at St. John’s we are
doing everything we can, however, to make this
year’s Christmas as “normal” of a celebration as we
can! There have been so many individuals who have
worked behind the scenes to make this possible.
From Mass sign ups, to decorating, to sanitizing,
to...the list goes on. I want to personally thank all
who have helped and given their time to make our
upcoming Christmas celebration possible! You truly
are a gift to our parish!

Friends, as we wrap up our Advent days, I would
like to personally assure all of you of my prayers.
I’'m truly blessed to be the pastor of this amazing
community! God has truly blessed me to be your
shepherd. As we gaze upon the Advent wreath and
see all four candles lit we know the Light of the
World is so close to us!

As a friend told me, we really need Christmas this
year! Maybe in these final days of Advent prepara-
tion we can make our prayer for this to be our best
Christmas yet. Everything else is going to try and
grab our attention, but maybe we can keep the focus
totally on Jesus Christ, the true reason for the sea-
son. “Yes O Lord, this is unlike any other Christ-
mas, but You are STILL HERE with us! May Your
Light shine in my heart and in turn may I share Your
Light with my brothers and sisters to help lead my-
self and everyone I encounter to Heaven! Our goal
and our mission!”

Merry Christmas and God bless you all!
Fr. Chris Lankford

Querida Parroquia de San Juan Bautista,

Quiero empezar diciendo Feliz Navidad! Al leer
esto, estaremos unos pocos dias de celebrar la
Natividad de nuestro Sefor y Salvador, jJesucristo!
iME ENCANTA la Navidad! Definitivamente es mi
celebracion favorita del afio. Desde la Misa de
Medianoche, a las tradiciones de la familia, a la
Navidad Asada estando disponible en el Café
Starbucks, y realmente todo lo demas, jrealmente es
mi época favorita del afio!

Este afio, debido a la pandemia de salud, va a ser
diferente de cualquier otra Navidad que la mayoria
de nosotros hemos experimentado. Tenemos
mascaras, distanciamiento social, reuniones mas
pequeiias, etc. . jAqui en San Juan estamos haciendo
todo lo que podamos, sin embargo, para hacer esta
Navidad de este afo sea "normal" de una celebracion
como podemos! Ha habido tantas personas que han
trabajado entre bastidores para hacer esto posible.
Desde la inscripcion de las Misas, hasta la
decoracion, la desinfeccion, la lista sigue.jQuiero
agradecer personalmente a todos que han ayudado y
han dado su tiempo para hacer nuestra celebracion
de la Navidad préxima posible! jRealmente es un
regalo a nuestra parroquia!

Amigos, al concluir nuestros dias de Adviento, me
gustaria asegurarles personalmente a todos de mis
oraciones. jEstoy realmente bendecido de ser el
pastor de esta increible comunidad! Dios realmente
me ha bendecido para ser tu pastor. Al contemplar la
corona de Adviento y ver las cuatro velas
encendidas, sabemos que la Luz del Mundo esta tan
cerca de nosotros.

Como me dijo un amigo, jrealmente necesitamos
Navidad este afio! Tal vez en estos Ultimos dias de
preparacion de Adviento podamos hacer nuestra
oracion para que esta sea nuestra mejor Navidad
hasta ahora. Todo lo demas va a tratar de captar
nuestra atencion, pero tal vez podamos mantener el
enfoque totalmente en Jesucristo, la verdadera razon
de la temporada. "Si, sefior, esto es diferente a
cualquier otra Navidad, pero usted estd todavia aqui
con nosotros! jQue Tu Luz brille en mi corazon y, a
su vez, puedo compartir Tu Luz con mis hermanos y
hermanas para ayudarme a mi y a todos los que
encuentro al Cielo! jNuestro objetivo y nuestra
mision! ”

Feliz Navidad y que Dios los bendiga a todos!

Padre Chris Lankford




CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 2020

Christmas Eve, Thursday, December 24

4:00 p.m., Church, English
4:00 p.m., Chapel, English
6:00 p.m., Church, English
6:00 p.m., Chapel, Spanish

Midnight Mass, Church, English

Christmas Day, Friday, December 25

7:30 a.m., Church, English
9:30 a.m., Church, English
11:30 a.m., Church, English
1:30 p.m., Church, Spanish

HORARIO DE LA MISA DE NAVIDAD
2020

Nochebuena, el jueves, 24 de diciembre

6:00 p.m., Capilla, Espafiol
Navidad, Viernes, 25 de diciembre

Misa de Navidad, iglesia 1:30 p.m., Espanol

NEW YEAR’S SCHEDULE

New Year’s Eve, Thursday, December 31-
Vigil
5:00 p.m.-Vigil for Solemnity of Mary

New Year’s Day, Friday, January 1st,
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God

9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

ATTENTION USHERS FOR CHRISTMAS
EVE & CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES

If you would like to serve as an usher at any of the
Christmas Eve or Christmas Masses, please sign up
on the sheet located on the usher’s room door.

o0 ® g
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SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION-
More confession times added
We will not have the regular Advent Confession ser-
vice this year. Rather, we will add confession times

to our normal Saturday confession times at 3:30 p.m.
as follows:

Additional Confession Times
in addition to Saturdays at 3:30 p.m.*:

Sunday, December 20
e 8:30a.m.-9:30 a.m.
e 10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, December 23

e 12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m.

e 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
All confessions are in the Church. Please wear a
mask.

*No confessions on Saturday, December 26, 2020.

ADORATION ON 12/24 & 12/31 CANCELLED
There will NOT be Adoration on Thursday, £
Christmas Eve, December 24th, nor on New ?

Year’s Eve, December 31st. |
C—

Volunteer Opportunity for Christmas!

JOIN US IN
DECORATING OUR
ST. JOHN’S CHURCH
HOME FOR
CHRISTMAS!

Sunday, December 20,
2:15 p.m.

We will be meeting in the Chapel.
All are welcome.
Bring your mask!

Questions? Contact Noel Luchinski at
630-338-2559 or

Noel.Luchinski@yahoo.com




B
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK &%‘Z\I

(The 7:50 am Masses are offered privately for the intentions that
have been promised; there are no public 7:50 am Masses.* Until
further notice no new 7:50 am Mass Intentions will be taken. If a
7:50 am Mass Intention has been previously scheduled, it will be
included below and offered privately by our priests.)
Saturday, December 19

8:30 a.m. T Henry, Marge & Adel Lenertz (The Lenertz Family)

Vigil Mass of The Fourth Sunday of Advent
5:00 p.m. 1 Gene Connors (Carol Connors)
1 Thomas Hanlock (The Hanlock Family)
T Mary Greene (Len & Stacy LaBelle)
T A.J. Winterhalder (Ellen & Mike McGrath)
T Jean Bustamante (Connie Jesukaitis)
T Uldarica Madera (Bless & Ed Romero)

Sunday, December 20, The Fourth Sunday of Advent
7:30 a.m. 1 John, Kathleen & Patrick Dooley (Mary L 'Hotta)

9:30 a.m. ¥t The People of the Parish

11:30 a.m. t Patti Bentley (Mike Bentley)

1:30 p.m. (Spanish) 1 Filiciana Rojas (Guadalupe’s Granddaughter)

Monday, December 21
7:00 a.m. ¥t The Russell & Stark Families (Marianne & Jim Russell)

Tuesday, December 22
7:00 a.m. 1 Carol Holterman (Mark Holterman)
7:50 a.m. T Bill Rose (The Rose Family )

Wednesday, December 23
7:00 a.m. T Joseph, Timothy & Randy Lambert (Rose Marie Lambert)
7:50 a.m. T Frank Barrintos (Dolores Lewandowski)

Thursday, December 24

7:00 a.m. T Intention of the Priest

Vigil Mass of The Nativity of The Lord-Christmas

4:00 p.m.-Church t Intention of the Priest

4:00 p.m.-Chapel 1 Intention of the Priest

6:00 p.m.-Church 1 Cosgrove & Miller Families (Colette Miller)
6:00 p.m. (Spanish) t La intencion del sacerdote

Midnight Mass, 12:00 a.m.-Church 1 Henry, Marge & Adel Lenertz
(The Lenertz Family)

Friday, December 25-The Nativity of The Lord-
Christmas

7:30 a.m. T Joseph Grabowski (Rita Grabowski)

9:30 a.m. ¥t People of the Parish

11:30 a.m. T Maria Garza (The Benavides Family)

1:30 p.m. (Spanish) 1 La intencién del sacerdote

Saturday, December 26
8:30 a.m. T James, Rose & Elizabeth Marecek (The Lambert Family)
Vigil Mass of The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
5:00 p.m. 1 Bud Morey (The Maryann Dusza Family)
T Gillum Hall (Karen Hall)
¥ Leonard Hanlock, Health & Intentions (The Hanlock Fami)
Sunday, December 27, The Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph
7:30 a.m. 1 Bill Brach (Nancy Enzweiler)
9:30 a.m. T John Kenney (Aunt Joan & Mary Beth Cleary)
11:30 a.m. ¥ The People of the Parish
1:30 p.m. (Spanish) 1 La intencién del sacerdote

Our Sanctuary Lamps O
This week, our Sanctuary Lamps* burn in
Memory of/Honor of:

Chapel t Rudy, Amanda, & Anita Wilke
Church v Shirley Seidler

*If you would like to request a sanctuary lamp to burn in memory of/in honor
of a loved one, please contact the parish office. The cost is five dollars per week.

SIGNING UP FOR MASSES-UPDATE

Parishioners do not have to sign up in advance for daily
Mass, including Saturday morning 8:30a Mass. Sign-up is
still required for Sunday Mass, including Saturday at
Sp. To register for Sunday Mass, including the vigil Mass
on Saturday at 5p, go to www.stjohnwinfield.org, or
phone the parish office at 630-668-0918, ext. 0. The ca-
pacity at Masses is 100 parishioners.

ST. JOHN’S MASSES-LIVE STREAMED

St. John’s has set up a YouTube channel where
Masses and devotions are posted. Currently, two
weekend Masses will be live streamed, the 9:30a
and the 1:30p in Spanish. You can watch them
live or you can go on YouTube anytime and
watch the saved Masses.

There are two ways to find the Live Streamed
Masses:

1. Go to www.stjohnwinfield.org,

Social Media

)

scroll down to Social Media, and
click on YouTube; or,

2. Go to YouTube; Search for St. John the Bap-
tist Winfield; Click on our St. John’s Church

logo. S[.John%

te Baptist
——
Roman Catholic Church

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE & CONFESSION

The Sacrament of Penance & Confession is on Saturdays
from 3:30p until 4:30p in the Church. Please wear a
mask. Confessions are heard inside the church on the most
outer aisle, not in the confessionals, either with a screen in-
between the confessor and the priest, or face-to-face, main-
taining a six-foot distance. To maintain confidentiality &
privacy, everyone will be asked to remain in the Narthex
until it is their turn, & asked to socially distance while wait-
ing. Please see page 4 for additional confession times for
Christmas. No confessions on Sat., 12/26.

Confession Schedule/Horario de Confesiones
e Saturday, December 19, 3:30p-Church-Fr Chris/Fr Jim
e Saturday, December 26, 3:30p-NO CONFESSIONS



Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 20, 2020
The child to be born will be called holy,
the Son of God.
—Luke 1:35

- TODAY’S READINGS

- First Reading — [ will fix a place for my people.
: (2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16).

: Psalm — For ever [ will sing the goodness of the
: Lord

: (Psalm 89).

: Second Reading — To the only wise God, through

: Jesus Christ, be glory forever and ever (Romans
:16:25-27).
: Gospel — Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.

: May it be done to me according to your word (Luke :

£ 1:26-38).
= The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
. International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

SAINTS AND SPECIAL
OBSERVANCES

Sunday: Fourth Sunday of Advent

Monday:  Winter begins

Wednesday: St. John of Kanty

Thursday: The Vigil of Christmas

Friday: The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)
Saturday:  St. Stephen

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-
12, 20-21; Lk 1:39-45

Monday:

Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Lk 1:46-
56

Wednesday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14;
Lk 1:57-66

Thursday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27,
29; Lk 1:67-79

Friday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29;
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25]
Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13; Ti 2:11-
14; Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12;
Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6;
Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14]

Saturday:  Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab,
16bc, 17; Mt 10:17-22

Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3; Ps 128:1

-5
or Ps 105:1-6, 8-9; Col 3:12-21 [12-17] or
Hb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19; Lk 2:22-40 [22, 39-40]

MERRY CHRISTMAS

©J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

At all Masses this weekend, Missionary Brennan Skerjanec will be speaking, in-
troducing us to his mission through FOCUS:

Hello! My name is Brennan Skerjanec and I'm a full-time FOCUS missionary at
Indiana University. FOCUS stands for Fellowship Of Catholic University Stu-

VARSITY
CATHOLIC

7

dents, and is the largest Catholic collegiate outreach in the world. Our mission is
for every person to know the love and truth of Christ Jesus and his Church. As a missionary, it's my job to help
students know Jesus through real, lasting, authentic friendships, Bible studies, and one-on-one and group

mentorship.

When [ was a student, Fr. Chris encouraged me to follow God's calling to authentic Christian brotherhood.
Not only did I find that in FOCUS, but I also realized that souls were at stake, and that without someone to
guide them along - just like how Fr. Chris helped me - those souls would be lost. Now as a missionary, it is my
joy to show young men the love of Jesus and what life with him is like.

I would love to set up a time and chat about how you can help me on my mission. Please text me at 970-520-

1583, or email me at brennan.skerjanec@focus.org.

Brennan Skerjanec, Varsity Catholic Missionary - Indiana University
A Division of Fellowship of Catholic University Students

C: 970-520-1583
varsitycatholic.org | focus.org




RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Pictured here is our Mrs. Shee’s Religious Education 6th

grade class. A recent class project was painting Baby Je-

sus in the manger with the star to guide the Magi.




€D WESHARE ONLINE GIVING

WHY GIVE ONLINE?

i You can share your gifts... Any way
you want to. When you want to. Where
you want to.

Leave your checkbook at home. Set

2

“  up your recurring gift using a credit card,
checking or savings account.

3 Your funds are protected. Your

donations are automatically transferred to
our parish so it's safer and more secure.

4 Support our parish consistently,
even if you are unable to attend Mass.

5 Give on-the-go! Access the site from
your mobile phone or tablet.

Please remember St. John’s by
dropping off or mailing envelopes or
by giving electronically through WeShare,
which can be accessed on our website.

Sacrificial Giving-We are ever grateful for your lov-
ing generosity & sharing in the Ministries of serving the Lord at
St. John the Baptist Parish.

Parish Collections-Abram tithed (giving at least
10%) as a symbol that he depended totally on God. Moses said
tithing was holy and an act of worship. Yes, even Jesus talked
about money because money is a necessary part of our lives
and it is also a necessary part of the viability of the church.
Our tithe is merely a way to recognize that. Each family should
prayerfully discern their own situation and understand that
tithing is God’s plan for supporting the church and the poor. We
are ever grateful for your generosity and sharing in the Ministries
of Serving the Lord here at St. John the Baptist. Please help us
meet our weekly needs of $22,941.

November 15.......518,508
November 22......516,809
November 29......519,012
December 6........ $26,274

Thank you for your generosity and support!

SIGN UP T0 GIVE ONLINE

If you've never donated online before,
signing up is easy!

5 Visit our church website and
click Give Online. www.stjohnwinfield.org

2 Select the collection or event of
your choice.

3 Set up your donation or payment.
That's it!

Once you've added your account information,
donations will automatically deduct from your
account. It's that easy!

QUESTIONS? Contact our parish office to speak
with our business manager, Mike Vallaro

630-668-0918, ext. 616.

End of Year Contributions

As a reminder to our parishioners, all contributions to St.
John the Baptist Catholic Church must be received at the
parish office or be postmarked by December 31 in order
for those contributions to be credited to you on your 2020
parish contribution statement.

If they are dated January 1, they will be posted to the
2021 statement. Contributions received January 1 or lat-
er will be posted to 2021. If you have any questions or
concerns, please contact me at 630-668-0918, x616.

Thank you for your understanding and support of St.
John’s.

~Mike Vallaro, Business Manager

Contribuciones al final del aino

Como recordatorio para nuestros feligreses, todas las
contribuciones a la Iglesia Catdlica de San Juan Bautista
deben ser recibidas en la oficina de la parroquia o deben
ser selladas por correo antes del 31 de diciembre para
que esas contribuciones le sean acreditadas en su
declaracion de la parroquia de 2020.

Si estan fechados el 1 de enero, se incluirdn en la
declaracion de 2021. Si tiene alguna pregunta o
inquietud, comuniquese conmigo al 630-668-0918, x616.

Gracias por su comprension y apoyo de San Juan.
~ Mike Vallaro, Gerente de Negocios



THE CATHOLIC FAITH.
ON DEMAND.

SEARCH

EPISODE 1

WHAT DO YOU SEEK?

Join St John the Baptist Catholic Church
to Watch and Discuss

The Search

Episode 1
Tuesday, January 12 at 7pm
All are Welcome!

If you are longing for meaning and purpose,
start The Search with us!

To RSVP and receive the Zoom information, please
contact Dave Gonzalez at dgonzalez@thosegonzos.com




Prayer to Our Lady of Guadalupe for the Protection from Coronavirus

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas.
We fly to you today as your beloved children.
We ask you to intercede for us with your Son, as you did at the wedding in Cana.

Pray for us, loving Mother,
and gain for our nation and world,
and for all our families and loved ones,
the protection of your holy angels,
that we may be spared the worst of this illness.

For those already afflicted,
we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and deliverance.
Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful,
wipe away their tears and help them to trust.

In this time of trial and testing,
teach all of us in the Church to love one another and to be patient and kind.
Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and to our hearts.

We come to you with confidence,
knowing that you truly are our compassionate mother,
health of the sick and cause of our joy.

Shelter us under the mantle of your protection,
keep us in the embrace of your arms,
help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus. Amen.

THE ETERNAL GOD

King David wished that the ark of God might
have a more permanent home. David may have en-
visioned something like the cedar palace where he
resided. God had in mind something more: a throne
where David’s descendants would rule for ever, a
kingdom where Jews and Gentiles alike would be
welcome.

Mary’s prayerful nature led to an even more dis-
turbing message. She would conceive and bear a
Son though she was not yet married. “How can this
come about?” Mary wondered. “The Holy Spirit
will come upon you,” she was told (Luke 1:35).

Mary’s acceptance of this difficult challenge
ushered in this, the final age of God’s reign. What
was once a secret known only by chosen people like
King David and his descendants must now be made
clear to all so that, as Saint Paul wrote to the Ro-
mans, we can be brought to the “obedience of faith”
“according to the command of the eternal
God” (Romans 16:26).

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

ATTENTION HOMEBOUND MINISTERS:
COMMUNION TO THE SICK OR
HOMEBOUND CAN BEGIN AGAIN

Dear Homebound Ministers at St. John’s:

The Diocese of Joliet has approved homebound vis-
its by Ministers during this time. If you are a Home-
bound Minister and would like to resume taking
communion to the Homebound, please contact the
parish office to receive the diocesan guidelines and
to sign a parish volunteer guideline agreement.

Parish Office Contact Information: 630-668-0918,
ext. 0; jenniferk@stjohnwinfield.org; or please stop
by the parish between 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., Monday
—Friday; please wear a mask.




TRANSITIONAL HOUSING MINISTRY
UPDATE

The Transitional Housing Ministry Team has been
busy. We are welcoming a new family of 3 — a
Mom, son and daughter. They are moving into one of
the apartments that St John the Baptist helps fund.
Some of our generous parishioners also donated and
delivered beds, a sofa bed, and other household
needs to help set up the apartment. The previous
family that was in this apartment, moved out to start
their independent living, supporting themselves with
a job that the mother took while in our program. Her
children were able to get counseling and tutoring
through the program. Our new mom has also started
using some of the wonderful programs that are pro-
vided by Bridge Communities. As overall Program
Manager, Bridge Communities has the resources
needed to train the mentors and keep the families
motivated during their time in the program.

Thank you for your continued support of the Transi-
tional Housing Program.

~Jane Malak & Mary Olson

HELPING THOSE IN
NEED-SVDP

During these tough economic
times, St. Vincent DePaul Socie-
ty invites you again to remember
the needy persons and families
in our parish and in the greater
Winfield community by using the monthly St. Vin-
cent de Paul contribution envelope that appears in

Helping Those In Need

St. Vincent de Paul Society Conference
of St. John Baptist Catholic Church
0S233 Church Street Winfield, lllinois

your regular envelope packet or by making a contri-
bution in the Poor Box in the Narthex of the Church
by the back window. Remember, any contributions
you make by check are tax-deductible.

Thank you!

John Otto, President
St. Vincent de Paul Society

SECOND COLLECTION LAST WEEKEND
DECEMBER 12-13-THANK YOU

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS

Thanks for giving! “We are conscious of the great gen-
erosity of the many benefactors who support the Retire-
ment Fund for Religious each year,” says a Catholic sis-
ter. “Support from the fund has been a tremendous bless-
ing to our retired sisters.” Thank you for donating to last
week’s collection.

If you weren’t able to contribute last weekend, and would
like to now, there are envelopes in your contribution en-
velope packet. Or, you can make a contribution online at
www.stjohnwinfield.org, online giving by WeShare.

Christmas Flower Offering

Envelopes are in your November/December
contribution envelope packet.

These envelopes give you the opportunity to
remember your loved ones at Christmas
with flowers in the Church & Chapel this
year.

Thank you!

All Parish Offices will be closed from
Christmas Eve, December 24th through
New Year’s Day. We will re-open at 8:00

a.m. on Monday, January 4, 2021.

2021 CALENDARS arrived!

Pick one up after Mass in the
west entryway, or stop by the
parish office in the glassed en-
tryway which is open 24/7

~BULLETIN.

© 1. 8. Paluch Co., Inc.

To subscribe to the St. John’s weekly church bulletin, go to
https://ebulletin.jspaluch.com and follow the prompts. You
will automatically receive the church bulletin each week to
your email; it usually arrives late Saturday morning in your
inbox.




St. Andrew Christmas Novena Prayer

Hail and blessed be the hour and moment in which the Son of God was
born of the most pure Virgin Mary, at midnight, in Bethlehem, in the
piercing cold. In that hour vouchsafe, I beseech Thee, O my God, to hear

CATHOLICS
FOR LIFE

“May the dignity of man according
to the Creator’s plan be spread” - Pope St. John Paul Il

my prayer and grant my desires (mention petition) through the merits of
Our Savior Jesus Christ, and of His Blessed Mother. Amen

Wishing everyone a Blessed and Merry Christmas.

~Respect Life Ministry

Copyright ©]J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.
SPIRITUAL ADOPTION
Our parish Respect Life Committee invites you to
continue the nine month commemoration of the ges-
tation of the Child Jesus in Mary’s womb, which be-
gan March 25, and to spiritually adopt a baby that is
in danger of abortion, if you haven’t already done so.
Around the 25th of each month a bulletin article ex-
plained the growth of the babies. Anytime, you can
choose a name for your spiritual baby and pray for
him/her and their parents using Archbishop Fulton
Sheen’s prayer below. Pray for them daily. Jesus and
your adopted baby are counting on you.
“Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I love you very much. 1
beg you to spare the life of the unborn baby that 1

have spiritually adopted who is in danger of abor-
tion.”

HAIL
FuLL ofF GRACE

ITHE LORD

o EJ=e] R

sk

SPIRITUAL ADOPTION-HE IS BORN!
Bolstered by provisions and buoyed upon a cushion
of carpets, Mary perches upon their patient donkey
as she and Joseph start their journey. The trip to
Bethlehem should take four days, but Mary's preg-
nancy forces them to travel slowly. Do they perhaps
fall behind their fellow travelers? Soon they will be
entrusted with the life of God made man. How must
they reflect on this awesome responsibility as they
journey toward their destiny? At nine months, the
baby is poised head down for its descent into the
world. At birth approximately 280 days from con-
ception, a baby normally weighs from 6-9 pounds; it
may be 19-21 inches long. Its tiny heart pumps 300
gallons of blood per day. How can this not be a
child?

Give prayerful thanks to God for his most precious
gift to humanity-Jesus Christ, his only son. And
Happy Birthday to your Spiritual Baby.



A ST.JOHN THE
BAPTIST SCHOOL
FUNDRAISER-

> savers
FEBRUARY 13, 2021 "

Getting a Jump Start on Your New Year’s
Resolution to get Organized??? STOP!

We will be having a Savers fundraiser at the
end of January. Please save: Clothing, Shoes,
Bedding/Towels, Accessories, CDs, DVDs,
Electrical Items, Toys & Games, Kitchen
Items, Knick-Knacks, Sporting Goods.

Questions? Teri Momot, terisue66@yahoo.com

AMAZON SMILE-AN EASY WAY TO SUP-

PORT OUR SCHOOL

Parochial School education provides a deep
catechetical and spiritual foundation for the
life-long practice of the Catholic faith. St.

St Johnz
the Paptist

T
———
e

Catholic School

OUR ST. JOHN’S CATHOLIC
SCHOOL’S ANNUAL APPEAL

Our Annual Appeal, The Children’s Fund,
was mailed to all parishioners last week.
Hopefully, you have all received it by now.
This appeal is one of our most important fund
raising tools to help reduce our parish subsi-
dy. Thank you to those who have already
responded! Your generosity is invaluable.
Please prayerfully consider making your do-
nation today. Your continued support is
greatly appreciated.

Needed-Devout Catholic PreK-12
Substitute Teachers

During these challenging COVID days, each Catholic
school in the Diocese of Joliet is successfully imple-
menting face-to-face instruction that honors the health
and safety measures outlined in within its School Reo-
pening Plan. As a result, several Catholic educators are
needed to serve as substitute teachers at the Pre-School
— Grade 12 levels. The substitute teacher candidate
must love children and hold either a current Illinois
Professional Educator License (PEL) or an Illinois
Substitute License. Please complete an online applica-
tion by clicking on the link below.
https://www.applitrack.com/dioceseofjoliet/
onlineapp/

No degree in education? No problem!

If you are called to this ministry, a degree in education
is not a prerequisite for becoming a licensed substitute
teacher. An individual who holds a BA in any disci-
pline is eligible to apply for an Illinois Substitute Li-
cense through the seamless process of transcript evalu-
ation. For further information about obtaining a teach-
ing license in this manner, contact Karen Udell, CSO
Assistant Superintendent of Leadership and Personnel,
at 815-221-6123.

John's School has been educating the parish's

children in the Faith and primary school academics since
1882. One easy way to support providing a Catholic edu-
cation to our children is Amazon Smile. Amazon Smile is
a program wherein they contribute .5% of customer pur-
chases to a charity of the customer’s choice. This program
does not affect the price of items purchased. Please sign
up for Amazon Smile at your earliest convenience and
continue to help our children attend St. John's School.

1. Go to smile.amazon.com. If you already have an Am-
azon account, sign in, and it will prompt you to select
your charity (St Johns Parish)

2. Search for St Johns Parish

3. Confirm your selection -that’s it! Simply make pur-
chases through smile.amazon.com, and St. John’s
School will benefit every time you shop.

4. DON’T FORGET TO TELL YOUR FAMILY &
FRIENDS, TOO!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
amazon:

Amazon gives.

The Little Ones

Jim Burrows

© by the Lockman Foundation.

When the angels had gone away from them into heaven,
the shepherds began saying to one another, “Let us go
straight to Bethlehem then, and see this thing that has happened
which the Lord has made known to us.”
So they came in a hurry and found their way to Mary and Joseph,

Seripture from the New American Standard Bible ® (NASB),

Used by permission. www.Lockman.org

©]. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

and the baby as He lay in the manger. Lk 2:15-16




SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION
Baptisms
Until further notice, baptisms will be held on Saturdays, practicing social distancing. Parents need to be registered pa-
rishioners and parents and godparents will need to attend a Baptism Preparation Class prior to the Baptism. Godparents
are to be practicing Catholics! Please contact the parish office at 630-668-0918, ext. 600.
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) n
Our RCIA classes are for any adult wanting to become Catholic. This is the time when questions are answered AR
and formation begins. So, whether you are answering God’s call to join the church, seeking to participate fully RCEA
in the sacraments, or looking to find answers about the Catholic faith, RCIA is for you. RCIA sessions meet
weekly from September until Easter. Jim and Rosanne Druckemiller are co-directors and they can be reached by contact-
ing the church office at 630-668-0918. Call soon and get excited about the Catholic faith. We can’t wait to meet you!
Wedding Information
Getting married? Give us a ring! Please contact one of the parish priests as soon as you become engaged and at @l
least six months before the wedding date. Spiritual preparation begins at least SIX MONTHS in advance. Cath-
olics need to be attending church every Sunday. Please do not set your reception date until you meet with a priest.

Prayers & Support for the Sick & Those in Need
Having Surgery?
Give one of our priests a call PRIOR to your surgery, so that anointing can be given at a time when you are
less stressed. Call the parish office at 630-668-0918, ext. 0, & set a time to come in BEFORE your surgery for
anointing.
Hospital Visits
Our priests are available to make hospital visits. Because of HIPAA Laws the Hospital does not notify churches when parishioners

are there. Please notify the St. John’s Parish Office when a loved one is there giving us the name and room number. We want to do
our best to minister to all hospitalized!

Homebound-Parishioners who are homebound and wish to receive communion, please call the parish office at 630-668-0918,
ext. 0, and we will pass your name to the coordinator for Homebound Ministry.

Prayers of the Faithful

If you or someone in your family is sick and would like to be mentioned in the Prayers of the Faithful at Sunday Masses, please call
the parish office at 630-668-0918, ext. 0.

Prayer Line, Pray for the Sick Listed in Bulletin
If you or someone in your family is sick & would like to be prayed for by our confidential Prayer Line or listed in the Sick of the
Church bulletin, please contact the parish office at 630-668-0918, ext. 0.

Grief Support Group

Our Grief Support Group offers emotional support for those grieving a loss - whether by death, divorce, or other significant event in
their lives. Support is based on confidentiality, trust, and safety. For more information, contact the parish office at 630-668-0918,
ext. 0. Please note: Grief Support will meet on Thursday, January 7th at 7:00 p.m. in Sebahar Hall. Please register beforehand; call
the parish office for information at 630-668-0918, ext. 0

24-Hour Adoration: Adoration has begun on Thursday evenings from 6p-9p. You do not need to pre-register. For
more information, please call the parish office at 630.668.0918, ext. 600. All are welcome. Q
Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting-AA is meeting on Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in Sodonna Hall, the L

basement of the parish office. @ﬂ%
Overeaters Anonymous Meeting: Until further notice, OA is not meeting at St. John’s due to COVID- '
19.

MASS INFORMATION
Mass Intentions: Please call or email the parish office to schedule a Mass Intention. Donation is $10; 5p
& 1:30p Masses-free-will donation. 630-668-0918, ext 0 or jenniferk@stjohnwinfield.org. We can mail the
Mass card for you.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: The parish office is open, 8:00 am-4:00 p.m. We ask that you wear a mask and
refrain from coming into office if you do not feel well. You are always welcome to call or email the parish office,
as well, and we will respond to your inquiry as soon as possible. Please call 630-668-0918, ext 0 for the parish
office, or email jenniferk@stjohnwinfield.org or rosab@stjohnwinfield.org

Lost and Found: Please check the Lost and Found box in the Usher's Room in the Church.

Bulletin Articles: Submissions are due by noon on Thurs., 10 days prior to the Sunday on which you wish the article
to appear. . Include the name & phone number of the person submitting the article. Please email as an attachment using
Microsoft Word or Publisher. Please do not include article in the body of the email.

Email to: jenniferk@stjohnwinfield.org and rosab@stjohnwinfield.org.
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