ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC CHURCH

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

JANUARY 6, 2019
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They opened their treasures
and offered him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
Matthew 2:11
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Please pray for our sick

Erin Ackermann
Alisa Allen
Sandy Anderson
Ada Bantola
James Bestler
Bill Brach
Brian Burke
Allison Lamberts Burns
Karen Cervenka
Lisa Cicero
Ramona Clavel
Kathy Connor
Georgene Cook
Julio Correa
Rita Cross
Mary Elaine Cruz
Debra DePauw
Anetta Derango
Nick DuBay
Ralph Eckhoff
Joann Eggebrecht
Aaron Erickson
William Ferdinand
Patrocinia Fernandez
Fr. Hilary Fischer
Marie Flores
Kyle Freed

Dolores Gabriel
Gregory Garlt
Darlene Gedvilas
Danny Gonzalez
Judy Gonzalez
Dawn Grant
Destin Green
Jim Hale

Jennifer Hammerschmidt
Deborah Lynn Harris

Jeremy Heintz
John Heitzler, Jr.

Joseph & Joy Henczel

Adam Hermsen
Edy Jacobs
Jason Jensen
Margarita Jimenez
Lynn Kadolph
Mary Kallas
Brandon Karimi
Ken Kasnicka
Carter Kettner
Donna Kevil
Joe Konopka
Sharleen Kosusnik
Margaret Krisch
Gerry Krug

Korrin Kupris
Ivanna Lamb
Rick LeBreux
Dolores Lewandowski
Nancy Liden
Haley Lipnisky
Marilyn Loechl
Sam Mahre
Beth Majerczyk
Gianna Malorny
John Maltese
Michaela Maracheschi
Linda Marczewski
Jan Masters
Al Mathieu
Alex McCall
Michael McCall
Perri McCall
Goldena McGee
Bessy Miller
Colette Miller
Mayette Monales
Thomas Morris
Megan Mueller
Mary Lu Mulcahy
Becky Neal
Johnny Neal

Maura Neuens
Clare North
Alex Novak

Lesley (Tobin)

Nygaard
Joseph O’Brien
Joan Pacer
Josie Pasciak
Jim Paulissen
Owen Payton
Molly Peters
Bane Petrov
Tracy Pesavento

Brittney Prehn
Terry Propst
lan Prosser

Tim Ptak
Mary Rauch
Sam Reyes

Alicia Ricciardi

Cooper Rojas

Gertie Romero

Kelli Rooney
Katherine Rose
John Rossi
Marvin Rothweil
Susan Rothweil

Helen Russ
Bob Salat
John “Bud” Schramer
Sven Segerlund
John Shannon
Desireé Sheppard
Evelyn Skriba
Dolores Snyder
Michael John Stralko
Rosemary Sumang
Mary Tarchala
Virg Tobin
Jim Toman
Sheila Tomaszewski
Maria Vargas
Keith Venard
Martha Vescio
Catherine Vogel
Genevieve Welch
Lexie Youngberg
Larry Zengri
*New this week*

Welcome - Bienvenido

Anyone who welcomes you, welcomes me; and

those who welcome me welcome the one who
sent me. (Mt 10:40) St. John the Baptist
Church wishes to welcome everyone to our
community as Jesus would. For information on
joining St. John’s, please call the parish office.
Parish Directory - 630-668-0918
Pastor/Parroco: Fr. Matt Pratscher/Padre Mateo
Parochial Vicar: Fr. Keith Wolfe/Padre Keith
Deacon: Dcn. Dave Ritter
Secretaries: Jennifer Kurtyka, Rosa Benavides

...................... Ext0or600.....................
SecretariaHispana: ......................... Ext 601
Business Manager:

................. Dcn. Dave Ritter.............Ext 616
Facilities Manager:

.................. Aaron Simpson...............Ext 603

Music Ministry: Adrienne Rose...630-653-1489
Musica Espaiiol: Maria Marquez.630-562-6894
Religious Education:.............. Office: Ext 613
Director: Maureen Brennan........Ext 612
RCIA (Convert Preparation)...... Ext 600
Youth Ministry:
Coordinator: Ruben Chavez......Ext. 611

Grade School:........................ Office: Ext 618
Principal: Joanne Policht............... Ext 618
Phone: 630-668-2625, Fax: 630-668-7176
St Vincent de Paul Society............... Ext 692
Mass Schedule

Weekend....... Saturday (Vigil Mass) 5:00 pm;
Sunday 7:30, 9:30 & 11:30 am
Misa en Espanol.............. Domingo 1:30 pm

Weekday M-F 7:00 am & 7:50 am & Sat. 8:30 am

Confessions M-F 7:30-7:45am/Chapel Confessional
Saturday: 3:30 - 4:30 pm/Church Confessional

Website: www.stjohnwinfield.org

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: (Vigil) 5:00 p.m.
Sunday: 7:30a.m., 9:30
a.m., 11:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m.-
Spanish
WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Monday through Friday:

7:00 a.m., 7:50 a.m.;

Saturday: 8:30 a.m.

RECONCILIATION

Saturdays: 3:30 p.m.-4:30

p.m.-Church Confessional

Monday-Friday: 7:30 a.m.-7:45

a.m.-Chapel Confessional

24-Hours of ADORATION

Tuesdays from 7:30 a.m.

through Wednesdays at 7:00

a.m.-Chapel

ROSARY RECITATION

e Sundays, after the 7:30a Mass
-Chapel

o Weekdays, after the 7a Mass-
Chapel

e Saturdays, after the 8:30
a.m. Mass-Chapel

Please keep in your prayers our
Seminarians who are studying
for the Priesthood:
Andrew Buchanan
Kyle Langan

Please pray for those
who defend our
nation, those who
serve in Active Duty

Pvt James Luigi Akin
SRA Francis Beifuss
Major John Berg
SPC Tyler Bowling, US Army
Sgt Melissa Brooker
Pvt Timothy Conley
Lt. Jr. Gr. Nicholas Daly
Captain Daniel Durbin
SA Dakota Enders
AF3C John L. Enders
LCPI Ciro Esquivel, Jr.
Pvt Nicholas Gedvilas
Pv2 Nicholas Gorman
Sgt Pamela Gray
A1C Seth Kelley
Sgt. David Lawless
SrA Robert Lawless
Navy Marco Angelo Lomibao
Corp. Collin Vincent Lopez
Commander Matthew Luff
PFC Andrew John McCoy
CMDCM (SW/SS/AW) Timothy A.
Newell
ABH2 Sean Phillips
1st Lt. Kevin Rezabek
A1C Alejandro Luis Sanchez
PFC Riley Santoyo
Sgt lan Sarlitto
AN Michael Schieve
SSG Curtis Sigourney, US Army
Major Jim Smolucha
Captain Mike Smolucha
SPC Thomas Stanhope
A1C Zachary J. Ushman




Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Today, on the Feast of the Epiphany, we recall the |
Magi following the star to a house in Bethlehem
where they found the child Jesus with the Blessed
Mother. Like the Wise Men, we are on a journey, and
our destination, the purpose of our lives, is found in
the one who rested in the manger: Jesus Christ. He is
the one who brings joy and peace to our souls. In Bethlehem,
the Magi found Him. They found the King of kings in a
humble home, the Creator of the universe being cared for by
His mother. In Bethlehem, they found God who made His
dwelling among us. God has entered our world and our his-
tory so that we may enter into an eternal friendship with
Him. Christ has revealed the love of the Father not because
He simply wants to teach us or show us His love but because
He actually loves us.

Led by the star of the Church, we find Christ in the Mass.
Jesus is just as present in the Mass as He was in the manger
in Bethlehem. In the flesh, Jesus lied in the manger so that
one day He would offer Himself on the cross, for no greater
love does one have than this but to lay down one’s life for
one’s friends (see Jn 15:13). The wood of the manger leads
to the wood of the cross. He never stops loving us. He is the
perfect offering, and He gives Himself to us in the sacrament
of His body and blood, in the Holy Eucharist, calling us con-
stantly into friendship with Him. It is in our friendship with
Christ where we find strength, hope, love, and joy.

Even though the Wise Men saw a baby, they were looking
upon God. As we look upon bread and wine at Mass, we see
God. Like the Wise Men who prostrated themselves before
the baby Jesus and did Him homage, opening their treasures
and giving Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, let us
adore Christ in the Holy Eucharist and open the treasures of
our hearts and our lives to the Lord. It is a temptation to treat
the Eucharist as something ordinary. It is anything but ordi-
nary. At every Mass, heaven pours out Love Himself upon
the altar. May the words on our lips and in our hearts during
Mass express love for God and implore His mercy. May we
spend time after receiving Jesus enjoying this most sacred
gift. May we sit before the tabernacle or before the mon-
strance, spending time with our humble and loving Savior. I
encourage you to visit our chapel between 7:30am on Tues-
day and 7am on Wednesday, when we place our Lord in the
Eucharist upon the altar for adoration. To have adoration for
24 hours each week and have the opportunity to simply
spend time with Christ is a gift. The Wise Men show us that
worship is the response to the gift of God’s presence. Let us
recognize His presence among us, and let us adore Him!
Merry Christmas to you and your families.

In Christ,
Fr. Matt

A letter from our pastor, Father Matt/Una carta de nuestro parroco, Padre Mateo

Queridos hermanos y hermanas en Cristo:

Hoy es la fiesta de la Epifania, cuando recordamos a
los Reyes Magos que seguian la estrella hacia una casa
en Belén, donde encontraron al nifio Jests con la
Santisima Madre. Como los Reyes Magos, estamos en
viaje y nuestro destino, el propdsito de nuestras vidas,
es encontrado en él que descans6 en el pesebre:
Jesucristo. El es el que trae alegria y paz a nuestras
almas. En Belén, los magos encontraron el rey de los reyes
en un hogar humilde, el Creador del universo cuidado por su
madre. En Belén, encontraron a Dios que puso su morada
entre nosotros. Dios ha entrado en nuestro mundo y nuestra
historia para que podamos vivir en una amistad eterna con
¢l. Cristo ha revelado el amor del Padre no porque
simplemente quiera enseflarnos su amor, sino porque en
realidad nos ama.

Guiados por la estrella de la Iglesia, encontramos a Cristo en
la misa. Jesus esta tan presente en la misa como lo estuvo en
el pesebre de Belén. En la carne, Jesus descansd en el
pesebre para que un dia se ofreciera a si mismo en la cruz,
porque nadie tiene mayor amor que este, que uno ponga su
vida por sus amigos (vea Jn 15, 13). La madera del pesebre
conduce a la madera de la cruz. El nunca deja de amarnos.
El es la ofrenda perfecta y se entrega a nosotros en el
sacramento de su cuerpo y sangre, en la Sagrada Eucaristia,
llamandonos constantemente a tener amistad con ¢él. Amistad
con Cristo nos da fuerza, esperanza, amor y alegria.

A pesar de que los Reyes Magos vieron a un bebé, estaban
mirando a Dios. Al mirar el pan y el vino en la misa, vemos
a Dios. Como los Reyes Magos que se postraron ante el nifio
Jesus y lo adoraron, abriendo sus cofres y ofrendiéndole
regalos de oro, incienso y mirra, adoremos a Cristo en la
Sagrada Eucaristia y abramos los cofres de nuestros
corazones y nuestras vidas al Sefior. Es una tentacion a tratar
la Eucaristia como algo ordinario. Pero no es. En cada misa,
el cielo derrama Amor mismo sobre el altar. Que las
palabras en nuestros labios y en nuestros corazones durante
la misa expresen amor por Dios e imploren su misericordia.
Pasemos un ratito después de recibir a Jesus disfrutando este
regalo tan sagrado. Que nos sentemos ante el sagrario o la
custodia, pasando un tiempo con nuestro Salvador. Les
invito a visitar nuestra capilla entre las 7:30 am del martes y
las 7 am del miércoles, cuando ponemos a nuestro Sefior en
la Eucaristia sobre el altar para adorarlo. Tenemos la
adoracion por veinticuatro horas cada semana y esta
oportunidad de estar con Cristo y adorarlo es un regalo. Los
Reyes Magos nos ensefian que la adoracion es la respuesta al
don de la presencia de Dios. jReconozcamos su presencia
entre nosotros y adorémoslo! Feliz Navidad a ustedes y sus
familias.

En Cristo,
Padre Mateo



Saturday, January 5
8:30 a.m. w1 CCW Living, Deceased & for Peace (CCW)

Chass Sptentions for the O ek f\\
"

Vigil for the Epiphany of the Lord
5:00 p.m. t Stan Zielinski (Holly Zielinski)
T The Cosgrove & Miller Families (Colette Miller)
T Matthew Boes (Stephen & Helen Boes)
T Eleanor F. McCaslin (Rita Wilke)
1 Eugene Connors (Carol Connors)
T Francis C. “Fritz” Karwoski (John & Betsy Fikejs)

Sunday, January 6, The Epiphany of the Lord
7:30 a.m. w1 Knights of Columbus, Living & Deceased (K of C)
9:30 a.m. ¥ In Honor of the 2018 Jubilarians of the
Wheaton Franciscans (Larry Zengri)
11:30 a.m. ¥t People of the Parish

1:30 p.m. (Spanish) 1 Paulino Rodriguez (Religious Education
Families)
1 The Holy Souls in Purgatory (Anonymous)

Monday, January 7

7:00 a.m. 1 Joseph & Florence Bryja (Joe & Dee Bryja)
7:50 a.m. 1 Albert & Wilhelmina Fetsch (Rachael Gilboy)

Tuesday, January 8
7:00 a.m. T Joseph & Timothy Lambert (Rose Marie Lambert)

7:50 a.m. T Dorothy Aylward (Students & Staff of St. John the Baptist)

Wednesday, January 9

7:00 a.m. 1 Alfreda Wolski (Carol Connors)
7:50 a.m. 1 Kelly Honn (Donna Maday)

Thursday, January 10

7:00 a.m. 1 Marianne Wenk & Family (Joy & Bob Filip & Family)
7:50 a.m. T Ruth Oen (Urban Oen)

Friday, January 11
7:00 a.m. 1 Bill Komerska (MaryAnne & Becky)
7:50 a.m. t Sandra A. Flynn (Mary Ann Kratochvil)

Saturday, January 12

8:30 a.m. 1 Joseph, Timothy & Randy Lambert (Rose Marie
Lambert)

Vigil for the Baptism of the Lord
5:00 p.m. 1 Patti Bentley (Mike Bentley)
T Bonnie Hansen (The Brennan Family)
t Stella Barone (Pat & Jim Marino)
T Brother Randall Sanfilip (The Knights of Columbus)
T Holy Souls in Purgatory (Rachael Gilboy)
T Tabor Family (Gale Djordjic)
Sunday, January 13, The Baptism of the Lord
7:30 a.m. w1 People of the Parish
9:30 a.m. T John, Kathleen & Patrick Dooley (Mary L'Hotta)
11:30 a.m. T John, Victoria & Stephanie Biestek (Joe & Arlene
Ohins)
1:30 p.m. (Spanish) t La intencion del sacerdote

Our Sanctuary Lamps
This week, our Sanctuary Lamps burn in
Honor of/Memory of:

Chapel t Chris & Catherine Ebert
Church t Andrew J. Vilk
*If you would like to request a sanctuary lamp to burn in memory of/in

honor of a loved one, please contact the parish office. The cost is five
dollars per week.

Please pray for

%

N/
IN SYMPATHY

Robert Peachey
who passed away on December 20, 2018.

Our sympathies are extended to
all of his family and friends.

ADORATION REQUEST

We need parishioners who are able to commit to
spending one hour each week in the &
chapel at St. John the Baptist. Espe- \”ﬁ;
cially needed are adorers to cover the 2

night hours weekly from 10:00 P.M.
Tuesday thru 7:00 on Wednesday morn- %
ing. Most urgently needed is someone ﬁ

to cover 1a to 2a.

It is a wonderful way to experience the

silence and peace of the Lord’s presence as we
keep watch before the Blessed Sacrament. As Jesus
says to his disciples in the garden of Gethsemane in
Mark 14:37, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not
keep watch for one hour”? Please contact Arlene
Reichert at: 1-630-890-2857.

Thank you.

20+C+M+B+19

Confession Schedule/Horario de Confesiones

e Monday thru Friday, 7:30a-7:45a-Chapel;
e Saturday, January 5, 3:30p-Church-Not yet assigned;
e Saturday, January 12, 3:30p-Church-Not yet assigned




Cursillo Corner
Make a friend, be a friend,
" bring a friend to Christ

Ultreya- January 12

Saint John the Baptist will host an Ultreya in Sodonna
Hall (note location change) on Saturday, January 12
following 8:30 am Mass in the chapel. The witness
speaker will be Bernadette Borgard from St. Joseph Par-
ish in Downers Grove.

Please bring a friend! This is a great way to introduce
others to the movement and help in their discernment pro-

cess for attending a future weekend.

Opportunities for Piety, Study or Action

David the King — St. Irene, Warrenville
Mondays, January 7 — March 11 (six sessions) 1-2:30pm.

Bishop Robert Barron's new film/study program helps us
to understand this pivotal figure in light of the first king
and the King of kings. Long after Adam, David emerged
as the definitive king who would restore order in the Gar-
den and bring the world under the lordship of God; but
like Adam, David fell. King David causes us to look back
toward Adam’s kingship and forward toward Christ the
King, seeing Christ as the fulfillment of the Davidic line
and the realization of the Kingdom of God on earth.
Please register by December 15 by phoning 630-393-
2400 x122 or email annette@st-irene.org.

Take the Scripture Challenge — St. Francis of Assisi,
Bolingbrook
Thursday, January 10 at 7:30p.m.

Fr. Burke Masters will discuss the practice of
‘lectiodivina’ (divine reading), combining prayer and
meditation with scripture. Call 630-759-7588 for infor-
mation.

Cursillo Weekend Schedule 2019

Men's 137th: March 7-10, 2019 at the Carmelite Spiritual
Center in Darien.

Women's 129th: April 25-28, 2019 at the Carmelite Spir-
itual Center in Darien.

For those interested in learning more about the Cursillo
movement or attending a Cursillo Weekend, please visit
wwwi.jolietcursillo.org or contact our Parish Coordina-
tor, Amy Serritella at: amythel @att.net

CATHOLICS FOR LIFE

“May the dignity of man according to the
Creator’s plan be spread.” ~St. John Paul Il

From the Office of Human Dignity
Respect Life Office, Diocese of Joliet

Celebration of Life Mass

January 13, 2019

11AM Cathedral of St. Raymond

All are warmly welcome!

10:30AM - Rosary for Life

10:55AM - Rose Procession of those born after Roe
v. Wade.

Please meet in the vestibule by 10:45AM to partici-
pate in the Rose Procession.

Reception to follow in the Commons

Pray the "9 Days for Life Novena" --

January 14--22

9 Days for Life is a novena for the respect and pro-
tection of every human life, to be prayed for nine
days prior to the anniversary of the Supreme Court
decision that legalized abortion through all nine
months of pregnancy.

Each day, a different intention is accompanied by a
short reflection, a call to prayer, suggestions for a
daily Act of Reparation, and "One Step Fur-

ther." Participants can receive the novena by down-
loading the free 9 Days for Life app, or by subscrib-
ing to daily emails or text messages. (A printable
version will also be made available

online.) Visit www.9daysforlife.com to sign up. to
receive reminders daily.

If you do not have access to the Internet, please
consider attending a daily Mass during the Novena,
praying a daily Rosary, or pray the following on each
of the nine days and offer some other sacrifice,
prayer, or act of penance that you feel called to do
that day.

Heavenly Father, thank you for the precious gift
of life. Help us to cherish and protect this gift,
even in the midst of fear, pain, and suffer-

ing. Give us love for all people, especially the
most vulnerable, and help us bear witness to the
truth that every life is worth living. Grant us the
humility to accept help when we are in need, and
teach us to be merciful to all. Through our
words and actions, may others encounter the
outstretched hands of Your mercy. We ask this
through Christ, our Lord. Amen.



The Epiphany of the Lord
January 6, 2019

Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem!
Your light has come,
the glory of the Lord shines upon you.

— Isaiah 60:1
SAINTS & SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

Sunday: The Epiphany of the Lord;
Blessing of the Home;
National Migration Week

Monday: St. Raymond of Penyafort;
Julian Calendar Christmas

: TODAY’S READINGS

: First Reading — Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! The
Lord shines upon you (Isaiah 60:1-6).

: Psalm — Lord, every nation on earth will adore you

: (Psalm 72).

- Second Reading — The Gentiles are coheirs, copartners

- in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel

- (Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6).

Gospel — Magi from the east arrived, looking for the
: newborn king of the Jews (Matthew 2:1-12).

.
H The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Interna-  »
.

= tional Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 1 Jn 3:22 —4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a;
Mt 4:12-17, 23-25

Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday: 1Jn4:11-18; Ps 72: 1-2, 10, 12-13;
Mk 6:45-52
Thursday: 1Jn4:19 —5:4; Ps 72:1-2, 14, 15bc, 17;
Lk 4:14-22a
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20;
Lk 5:12-16
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 3:22-30
Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 29:1-

4,3, 9-10 or Ps 104:1b-4, 24-25, 27-30;
Acts 10:34-38 or Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7;
Lk 3:15-16, 21-22

© J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

SERVICE-SERVICE-SERVICE!

As always, St. John the Baptist is about SERVICE! Many
of our neighboring parishes require X amount of service
hours as part of their Confirmation Program. We do not
require service hours for Confirmation because ALL of us
are mandated by Jesus to be of service to others, not just
to receive a sacrament, but as an integral part of our life!

So what am I looking for now?

e We always need fleece for blankets and socks for
cleft palate children/teens for Mary Jensen’s medical
group

e Pop tops from cans- Ronald McDonald House

e Box tops for school

e  Adult help with cutting batting to replace green foam
in book holders in church

e Cellophane bags with ties for Bake Sale in Febru-

ary

The list is endless with so many needs to be filled, but we
have great children and teens here at St. John’s who want
to do outreach and the above are just a few ideas we have
in store for this current year! If you have other ideas,
please let me know; we are always open to new adven-
tures!

If you are able to donate items, you may leave them in the
parish office vestibule which is open 24/7.

Thanks so much!

~Maureen Brennan, Director of Religious Education, 630-668-
0918, ext. 612.

Council of Catholic Women-Collecting Rosaries in Any
Condition-Ongoing- CCW will be continuing making &
refurbishing rosaries to send to the Missions. Could you
please help us by donating rosaries in any condition? We
can use new, old, broken, pieces, crosses, medals & ro-
sary cases. Any monetary donations
will be used to buy additional supplies.
Please drop off your donations marked
“CCW Mission Rosaries” in the par-
ish office vestibule. We have a box
marked for them. Thank you.

Como un proyecto continuo, CCW
estd haciendo y reacondicionamiento
rosarios para enviar a las misiones. Podemos utilizar
nuevas, antiguas, rotas, pedazos, cruces, medallas y
casos de Rosarios. Por favor dejar sus Donaciones en la
caja marcadas CCW Mision Rosarios en el vestibulo de
la oficina de la parroquia. Gracias.




News from our Religious Education Office
Dear Parishioners,

STOP! Don’t toss your Christmas cards! Remove the personal
information and save them for the Religious Education Pro-
gram. We use the beautiful fronts to make cards for others!
You can leave them in the parish office vestibule which is open
24/7. Thanks so much!

~Maureen Brennan, DRE

Navajo Construction Mission
Informational Meeting

Partnership in Mission is planning its next Nava-
jo Construction Mission to Chinle, Arizona.
Interested persons are invited to attend. Two
information meetings will be held: one on Jan-
uary 8th, 2018 from 7-9 pm and the other
on January 16th, 2018 from 7-9 pm.

Further information can be found at http://
bit.ly/missionappl or call 815-221-6258, email:
missions@dioceseofjoliet.org.

Alpha - 11-Week Series
beginning Thursday, January 10
at St. Michael Church, Wheaton,
1* Floor, Faith Center (317 W. Willow Ave.)

Do you have friends or family members who have left the
Church? Invite them to Alpha!

We believe everyone should have the chance to explore
the Christian faith, ask questions, and share their point of
view.

Join us each Thursday at 6:30pm for a two-hour session
which includes dinner, a video series, and group discus-
sions. Alpha is a series of sessions exploring the Chris-
tian faith, typically run over eleven weeks. Everyone is
welcome

More information at stmichaelcommunity.org/alpha.
You can also contact John Ellison at:
alpha@stmichaelcommunity.org or 630-462-5045.

Want & special giff fon youn sppocsse?

Get Away for a Weekend Devoted to Each Other!

ehicatiand

PR ——

February 8-10, 2019

Wyndham Garden Hotel in
Elk Grove Village, IL

WWME begins with a private weekend experience including presentations about

practical tools for growing in loving relationships, and continues with ongoing

enrichments in the community after the weekend. Learn more and apply online today!
WWME supports living in love!

For 50 years and in nearly 90 countries, Worldwide Marriage Encounter (WWME)
provides enrichments to millions of couples, priests, and religious to fulfill our mission to
proclaim the value of Marriage and Holy Orders in the Church and in the world! We live
out God’s call to love one another — want to see? Follow us on Facebook and Twitter!

n , @WWMEChicagoland

Questions? Call (630) 577-0778 or e-mail applications@wwme-chicagoland.org

Website: wwme-chicagoland.org

Activities This Week at St. John’s

Saturday, January 5

NO Religious Education Classes Today

8:30a-10a-Youth Ministry Room in Use

Sunday, January 6-Rosary after 7:30a Mass-Chapel

Baptisms at the 11:30a Mass

Monday, January 7

School Resumes today

4:15-5:30p-Cursillo Fourth Day Group using Youth Ministry Room
6p-7p-1st & 3rd Group-Trinity Boardroom

6p-Boy Scout Troop Meeting-School Hall

7p-Cub Scout Pack Adult Leader Meeting-Youth Ministry Room
7p-Cub Scouts-Lions and Tigers Den Meeting-Sodonna Hall
7p-SJB School Parents’ Club Meeting-Parish Office Dining Room
Tuesday, January 8

7:30a-24-Hour Eucharistic Adoration Begins-Chapel
12p-1:30p-SJB School Marketing Meeting-Parish Office Dining Room
6:30p-Worship Commission Meeting-Parish Office Dining Room
7p-Cub Scout Den #1 Meeting-Sodonna Hall

Wednesday, January 9

6:45a-Eucharistic Adoration Ends-Chapel

9:30a-Cantor Practice-Church

NO 4p, 5:45p, 6:30p-Religious Education Classes today
6:30p-Religious Education Staff Meeting-School Hall

8p-Adult Choir Practice-Church

Thursday, January 10

5:15p-Legion of Mary-English-Trinity Boardroom

5:30p-Legion of Mary-Spanish-Youth Ministry Room

7p-Handbell Choir Practice-Church

7p-Alcoholics Anonymous-Sodonna Hall

Friday, January 11

9:30a-Friday Morning Bible Study Today-Sebahar Hall

5p-All Evening-Cub Scouts Pinewood Derby Set-Up-Sebahar Hall
Saturday, January 12

9a-Religious Education Classes Today-School Hall
8:30a-10a-Youth Ministry Room in Use

All Morning, Cub Scouts Pinewood Derby Set-Up with event from 2p-5p-
Sebahar Hall

After 8:30a Mass-Cursillo Event in Sodonna Hall (basement of parish
office)

Sunday, January 13-Rosary after 7:30a Mass-Chapel
9:30a-Sunday Morning Preschool Sebahar Hall

6:30p-Middle School Youth Group-School Gym, Youth Ministry Room

Entrance Exam at Marmion Academy

Marmion Academy, located at 1000 Butter- ®
field Road in Aurora, is hosting an Entrance M &
Exam for 8th grade boys on Saturday, Janu- JL
ary 12, 2019 beginning at 9:00 AM. This

exam is for any 8th grade boy who was er
unable to take the Scholarship Qualifying

Exam on Dec. 1, 2018. Students interested should register for
the exam at http://www.marmion.org/admissions.

Widowed and feeling stuck? Come and find ways to move
toward inner peace and new hope in life.

Joyful Again! Widowed Ministry Program presents a
Retreat/workshop for men& women March 9 &10, 2019
(Incl. overnight) at the Mt. Assisi Center, Lemont.

To register call: 708-354-7211.
e-mail us at joyfulagain7211@gmail.com
website: www.joyfulagain.org (incls.video)
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~Please Save the Date~

St. John the Baptist
Catholic School

OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, January 27th, 10a-1p

All are welcome to come to an Open House to launch registration
for the 2019-2020 school year at St. John the Baptist School on
Sunday, January 27, 2019 from 10:00 -1:00 PM.

You are invited to meet our teachers, administration, students,
parents and school board members. Tour our warm and inviting
school on a winter afternoon. Come learn how your child (ren)
and family will benefit from the outstanding academics, faith
formation, and welcoming school community
at St. John the Baptist.

Please join us!




Sixth Grade at St. John the Baptist School

Sixth grade at St. John the Baptist Catholic School has been actively engaged with some very exciting activities
during the course of November and December. Jesus has
been on their minds during the month of December, as
sixth grade participated in the 'Keep Christ in Christmas'
Poster Contest during their time in Art Class, as, after all,
He is the reason for the season. The students of sixth
grade have reported that some of their most memorable
activities over the last month have included reading the
novel Tuck Everlasting in ELA, and performing the '12
Days of Fitness' Exercise Program during their time in
Physical Education.

In science class, sixth grade has been using real world
climate data to analyze and draw conclusions regarding

why certain areas have a particular climate. They have

performed hands on experiments and inquiry regarding

weather and climate phenomena such as pressure,

temperature, and humidity. Social Studies and Re-
B |i0ion have engaged in cross curricular activities,
with students reading and researching the history
of Canaan, Egypt, and Israel, and then connecting
those locations to stories we read in scripture.

Sixth grade has recognized the importance of ser-
j R vice, volunteering, and giving. They took it upon
themselves to organize a book drive to benefit

= Catholic Charities, and a toy drive to benefit

A Ronald McDonald House. As said in their words,
<. 'We want everyone to have a Merry Christmas!"
g | Everything involving the drive was student led
#,g and directed. Students designed posters, wrote an

- entry for the school bulletin, coordinated with oth-

g

|

er classrooms, and collected,
counted, and sorted books. Due to
their hard work, the drive has
been an incredible success. Sixth
grade's goal of 180 books was
greatly exceeded, with over 700
books being collected so far.
Many thanks to the SJB families
who donated their used books for
the drive! ~Mr. Scott Valenta,
St. John’s Sixth Grade Teacher




Sacrificial Giving

We are ever grateful for your loving :

i generosity and sharing in the Minis-
i tries of Serving the Lord here at St.
i John the Baptist Parish.

i Parish Collections

i Abram tithed (giving at least 10%)
i as a symbol that he depended to-
i tally on God. Moses said tithing
i was holy and an act of worship.
i Yes, even Jesus talked about mon-
i ey because money is a necessary
i part of our lives and it is also a
i necessary part of the viability of
i the church. Our tithe is merely a
i way to recognize that. Each family
i should prayerfully discern their
i own situation and understand that
i tithing is God’s plan for supporting
i the church and the poor. We are
i ever grateful for your generosity
i and sharing in the Ministries of Serv-
i ing the Lord here at St. John the
i Baptist. Please help us meet our
i weekly needs of $23,539.

November 18....$20,599
November 25....$23,684
December 2......$27,394
December 9......$25,275
December 16....$24,204

Estate Planning Gifts

When making or updating your will,
please consider a gift to St. John the
Baptist. An estate planning attorney
can assist you in adding your bequest
or endowment. If you want to leave
the proceeds of an insurance policy
or IRA assets to St. John’s, be sure to
indicate this on the insurance form or
IRA beneficiary forms and not in
your will because insurance proceeds
or IRA assets will be disposed of by
the terms of the insurance policy or
IRA document and not your will.

Please remember the good works of
our parish in your will. For more in-
formation on how you can accom-
plish this, please contact Father Matt
Pratscher at the parish office, 630-
668-0918, extension 600.

Thank you.

St. John the Baptist Parish Directories are still available
for sale at $20 each. An ideal Christmas gift, a Directory
would make a cherished memento for a former parish- |
ioner or for anyone who has fond memories of the par- ||
ish. To purchase a copy, call Ellen or Mike McGrath,
630-668-3067.

End of Year Contributions

As a reminder to our parishioners, all contributions to St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church must be received at the parish office or be postmarked by De-
cember 31 in order for those contributions to be credited to you on your 2018
parish contribution statement.

If you attend Mass on December 31, checks dated 12/31 will be included on
the 2018 statement. If they are dated January 1, they will be posted to the
2019 statement. Contributions received January 1 or later will be posted to
2019. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at 630-668-
0918, x616.

Thank you for your understanding and support of St. John'’s.

~Deacon Dave, Business Manager
Contribuciones al final del aino

Como recordatorio a nuestros feligreses, todas las contribuciones a la Iglesia
Catdlica San Juan Bautista deben ser recibidas en la oficina de la parroquia o
deben ser selladas por correo antes del 31 de diciembre para que esas
contribuciones le sean acreditadas en su contribucion de la parroquia 2018
declaracion.

Si usted asiste a misa el 31 de diciembre, los cheques con fecha 31/12 seran
incluidos en la declaracion de 2018. Si estan fechadas el 1 de enero, se
contabilizaran en la declaracion de 2019. Las contribuciones recibidas el 1 de
enero o mas tarde se publicaran en 2019. Si tiene alguna pregunta o
inquietud, péngase en contacto conmigo al 630 - 668 - 0918, x616.

Gracias por su comprension y apoyo de Iglesia Catdlica de San Juan Bautista.

~ Diacono David, Gerente de Negocios

The 2019 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal is
now underway!

The Diocese of Joliet is mailing information about the 2019 Catholic Ministries Annu-
al Appeal (CMAA) to all registered parishioners this month. AS you know, the
CMAA supports 30 ministries that benefit every parish in the diocese, including ours,
and are Signs of Hope to our brothers and sisters most in need.

Our parish’s goal is $105,100.00. Please remember that 70 percent of any amount we
raise over goal will be returned to us for our use. This is a great opportunity for our
parish! Plese review the materials you receive and prayerfully reflect on your gift to
this year’s annual appeal.

If you do not receive a mailing from the diocese about the CMAA, please contact the
parish office.



Sunday Morning Preschool

Sunday Morning Preschool’s 29th Annual
Christmas pageant went off without a hitch.
The children portrayed the nativity, sang a
few songs, and recited their prayers to a
packed chapel at the 9:30a Mass on Decem-
ber 16th. The pageant was heralded by par-

ents and grandparents alike!

~Jeanne Hess, Sunday Morning Preschool Coordinator
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The Little Ones Jim Burrows All that you do should be done in the name of
Jesus. If it is not something Jesus would
approve of, then do not do it.

| TRADED THE MYRRH
FOR THIS ORNAMENT
AT THE CHRISTMAS
FARTY GIFT EXCHANGE

Directions: ~ Put a line through the statements that Jesus
WOULD NOT want you to do.

Cheating on a test.

Telling your mom that you broke something.
Inviting the new kid in your class to play.
Saying you are sorry.

Calling someone a name.

Ignoring your brother or sister.

When dad says, “No” - go ask mom.

When dad says, “No” - deal with it.

Making fun of someone.

Telling someone they are nice.

Writing a friendly note to someone.
Thanking the person who made dinner.
Complaining that you don’t like the dinner.
Cleaning up after yourself.

Doing your homework.

Praying for help.

Praying to give thanks.

Praying for others.

[

ed., © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970, CCD. Used with permission.

an Bible, rev.

The magi prostrated themselves and did him homage.
Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Mt2:11

L O T VA R

©1.S. Paluch Co., Inc.
Seripture from the New Americ




TEASE UP YOUR HAIR

IT’S A TOTALLY 80°S GALA THIS YEAR

Save the Date: February 9, 2019
St. John the Baptist School

More information to come!

If you're interested in volunteering to help with our largest fundraising of the year please contact Sara
Humes, 708-935-1957, humes1215@gmail.com

MUSIC TELEVISION®
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SCHOOLS State of lllinois “Invest in Kids Act”
we teacy more.  1ax Credit Scholarship Program
Support Catholic Education and Receive a 75% Tax Credit

The State of lllinois has created a way to fund scholarships for children who choose to attend
Catholic schools through the “Invest in Kids Act.” Tax Credit Scholarships offered through this
program have the potential to cover up to 100 percent of tuition for a year at Diocese of Joliet
Catholic Schools.

Under the “Invest in Kids Act” Tax Credit Scholarship Program, individuals and corporations
make donations to Scholarship Granting Organizations (SGOs) that distribute scholarships to
eligible students.

To date in 2018, more than 2,800 students have applied for a scholarship to attend a Diocese of
Joliet Catholic School. Thanks to our donors, more than 250 students were awarded a
scholarship for 2018-19, however more funding is needed to meet this demand yet this year
and for the 2019-20 school year.

There is still time to claim a 2018 tax credit by making a gift by December 31, 2018. Visit
https://mytax.illinocis.gov/ /#1 and sign up today to activate your account!

Visit the Diocese of Joliet Catholic Schools Office website at www.weteachmore.org for more

information on the program, step-by-step instructions on how to donate and to see the

impact your gift will make. You may also contact Mercy Robb, Director of Catholic School
Marketing and Enrollment Management, at (815) 221-6124 or mrobb@dioceseofjoliet.org for
details.




SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION
Baptisms
Baptisms usually held at two Masses each month, and two Saturdays. Parents need to be registered parishioners and parents and
godparents will need to attend a Baptism Preparation Class prior to the Baptism. Godparents are to be practicing Catholics! Please
contact the parish office at 630-668-0918, ext. 600.
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) nAK
Our RCIA classes are for any adult wanting to become Catholic. This is the time when questions are answered RCEA
and formation begins. So, whether you are answering God’s call to join the church, seeking to participate
fully in the sacraments, or looking to find answers about the Catholic faith, RCIA is for you. RCIA sessions meet weekly
from September until Easter. Jim and Rosanne Druckemiller are co-directors and they can be reached by contacting
the church office at 630-668-0918. Call soon and get excited about the Catholic faith. We can’t wait to meet you!
Wedding Information
Getting married? Give us a ring! Please contact one of the parish priests as soon as you become engaged and at least six @
months before the wedding date. Spiritual preparation begins at least SIX MONTHS in advance. Catholics need to be at-

tending church every Sunday. Spiritual Preparation begins at least SIX MONTHS in advance. Please do not set your reception s rasco.ne
date until you meet with a priest.

Prayers & Support for the Sick & Those in Need
Having Surgery?
Give one of our priests a call PRIOR to your surgery, so that anointing can be given at a time when you are less stressed. Call the
parish office at 630-668-0918, ext. 600, and set a time to come in BEFORE your surgery for anointing.
Hospital Visits
Our priests are available to make hospital visits. Because of HIPAA Laws the Hospital does not notify churches when parishioners
are there. Please notify the St. John’s Parish Office when a loved one is there giving us the name and room number. We want to do
our best to minister to all hospitalized!
Homebound
Parishioners who are homebound and wish to receive communion, please call the parish office at 630-668-0918, ext. 0, and we will
pass your name to the coordinator for Homebound Ministry.
Prayers of the Faithful
If you or someone in your family is sick and would like to be mentioned in the Prayers of the Faithful at Sunday Masses, please call
the parish office at 630-668-0918, ext. 0.
Prayer Line, Pray for the Sick Listed in Bulletin

If you or someone in your family is sick & would like to be prayed for by our confidential Prayer Line or listed in the Sick of the Church
bulletin, please contact the parish office at 630-668-0918, ext. 0.

Grief Support Group

Our Grief Support Group offers emotional support for those grieving a loss - whether by death, divorce, or other significant event in
their lives. Support is based on confidentiality, trust, and safety. The group meets the first Wednesday of the month (unless otherwise
stated in the bulletin weekly meeting schedule) from 7 to 8:30 PM in the Parish Office Dining Room. You do not need to bring any-
thing to the meeting. For more information, contact the parish office at 630-668-0918, ext. 0.

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting arm
At St. John’s every Thursday evening, Sodonna Hall (basement of the parish offices), 7p.- 8p. For more information, please contact @n OAPITIONS;
the parish office, 630-668-0918, ext. 0 [l

MASS INFORMATION

Pulpit Announcements-Submissions are due by 9 a.m. on Tues. prior to the Sunday you would like the
announcement made. Please include a contact name and phone number. The parish office has final approval on all
bulletin articles and pulpit announcements. Email to: jenniferk@stjohnwinfield.org and rosab@stjohnwinfield.org.

Music Schedule for the Month of January: 5p-Contemporary Ensemble; 7:30a-Classic Ensemble,

9:30a-Adult Choir; 11:30a-Organ/Cantor

Mass Intentions

Visit the parish office to schedule a Mass Intention. Donation is $10. The 5p & 1:30p Masses are free-will donation.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 8 A.M.- 4 P.M.
Lost and Found-Please check the Lost and Found box in the entry way to the vestibule of the parish office.

Bulletin Articles-Submissions are due by noon on Thurs., 10 days prior to the Sunday on which you wish the article to appear. .
Include the name & phone number of the person submitting the article. Please email as an attachment using Microsoft Word or Pub-
lisher. Please do not include article in the body of the email. Email to: jenniferk@stjohnwinfield.org and rosab@stjohnwinfield.org.



St. John the Baptist Catholic Church/lglesia Catélica de San Juan Bautista

Reporting Sexual Abuse

Anyone with reason to believe that a child has been abused or is being abused should report his/her suspicions to civil
authorities. Contact the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services, 1-800-25ABUSE (1-800-252-2873) or the
local police. The Diocese of Joliet Victim Assistance Coordinator is available to help victims/survivors of child sexual
abuse by a cleric, employee or volunteer of the Catholic Church. The Victim Assistance Coordinator will report to Bish-
op Conlon and coordinate efforts of pastoral support and outreach to assist in the healing process. The Victim Assis-
tance Coordinator can also assist in making a report to civil authorities. Contact the Victim Assistance Coordinator at 1-
815-263-6467.

Denuncia de abuso sexual

Cualquier persona que tenga motivos de sospecha que un nifio ha sido abusado o esté siendo abusado debe informar a las
autoridades civiles. Contacto: Departamento de Illinois de Servicios para Nifios y Familia: 1-800-25ABUSE (1-800-252-
2873) o la policia local. El Coordinador de Asistencia a las Victimas de la Diocesis de Joliet esta disponible para ayudar
a las victimas / sobrevivientes de abuso sexual infantil por parte de un ministro, empleado o voluntario de la Iglesia
Catolica. El Coordinador de Asistencia a Victimas informara al Obispo Conlon y coordinara los esfuerzos de apoyo y
acompafamiento pastoral para ayudar en el proceso de curacion. El Coordinador de Asistencia a Victimas también
puede proveer asistencia en hacer un informe a las autoridades civiles. Pongase en contacto con la Didcesis de Joliet
Coordinador de Asistencia a las Victimas en el 1-815-263-6467.

A realtor that works for you...
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« 4 Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
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IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?
GREAT COVERAGE - 97 % of all households attending church take at
least one church bulletin home every Sunday.

GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the
advertising in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when

making a choice between businesses are inclined to choose the one who
advertised in the church bulletin.

Protecting Seniors
Nationwide

* One Free Month

~ e No Long-Term Contract
Learn More Ahout Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin g * Price Guarantee

Callus at 1-800-621-5197 @ . oy sortinstaiation

Email: sales@jspaluch.com : Call Today! Toll Free 1.877.801.8608 CatholicMatch.com/myIL
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“Service is our Business”

Call Beltone NOW!
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comes the Bible Story of Christmas
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Luke 2: 4-20 by Bing Croshy!
Also available on vinyl.
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