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We are so happy to be celebrating our 50th Anniversary as a parish this year at our annual 
“Mass on the Grass and Parish Picnic”.  Please plan to join us Sunday, August 22 at 
11am, for Mass outside on the front lawn.  Bring a chair or blanket to sit on, limited seating 
will be available for those who cannot carry a chair or need extra assistance.  After Mass 
there will be a potluck luncheon so please plan to bring a dish to pass.  Drop off your dish 
in the kitchen or under the tent prior to Mass beginning.  The Knights of Columbus will be 
roasting a pig this year and we will also have hotdogs, beverages and tableware 
available.  Back by popular demand Foreman’s Ice Cream Wagon will serve up free 
sundaes and cones beginning at 12:45pm! 

To help celebrate, this year we will have some of the folk groups from the past joining 
us for musical entertainment.  There will be a cornhole tournament 
as well as sack races, water balloon toss, a “dessert walk”, face 
painting and more! 

Help is needed so check out the sign up board in the narthex as 
well as the Sign Up Genius, for ways you can volunteer and serve.   

Let’s make this the best picnic ever!  Plan to attend and Reconnect 
after this long year apart! 
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LIVING OUR FAITH  
Holy Family Mass & 
Weekly Schedule 
 

Saturday: 5:00pm 

Sunday: 9:00 & 11:00am 

Wednesday-Friday: 9:00am 

A D O R A T I O N :  

Thursday: 9:30am-3pm 
 

S A C R A M E N T S :  

Baptism & Sacrament of Matrimony: 

(616) 891-9259 

Reconciliation: Sat. 4:00-4:30pm 

O F F I C E  H O U R S :  

9:00-3:00 M-Th, Fri 9:00-12:00 

Phone: 616-891-9259 

Fax: 616-891-1346 

After Hours Emergency: 616-536-0477  
(for sacramental emergency) 

Web: www.holyfamilycaledonia.org 

Pastor: Fr. Mike Cilibraise 

 pastor@holyfamilycaledonia.org 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH             
CALEDONIA FACEBOOK 
PAGE!  

Look us up! Follow us and like our posts to see 
what we share each week. Help us spread the 
good word and share our posts.  

Holy Family Parish Caledonia, 
and “Like” us. Stay updated on 
events and activities at our 
parish.   

Our Online Giving is getting an            
upgrade to a newer, easier-to-use 
platform! If you currently give online, 
you will soon be receiving an email 
with instructions on how to log into 
the new system. Best of all, your 
existing payment and donation           
information will be migrated over so 
you will not have to set up your gifts 
again! Keep an eye on your email 
for more information coming very 
soon.   

Thank you from Versiti-Blood Center 
of Michigan, to all who gave the gift of 
life by donating blood and the 
Fairchild family for sponsoring the 6th 
annual “Kind Like Katie” memorial 
blood drive at Caledonia Community 
Churches on July 13th.  96 pints of 
blood were collected (16 units over 

goal).  In the 6 years, the “Kind Like Katie” memorial blood drive 
has collected 519 units!  This is an outstanding accomplishment and 
potentially impacted 1,500 patient lives. 
A special thank you to all volunteers who support this lifesaving 

ministry: Pete Murray, Bridgett Czarnecki, Jim Shoaf and staff at 

each church.   
 

Congratulations to these donors who earned their respective blood 

donation gallon levels: Beth Bauman (6 gallons), Roger Campbell (6 

gallons), Lene Muller (5 gallons), Karen Paradiso (4 gallons), 

Andrew Shepler (1 gallon), Abby Vonk (1 gallon), Kathy Warner (1 

gallon) and Sam Wilkinson (5 gallons).  Eight donations = one 

gallon. 
 

Appointment times are every 5 minutes.  Donors without 

appointments will be fit into an open timeslot.  Please help save a 

life by donating blood on Sept. 14th for the 1st Annual “B+ Positive 

for Lili” blood drive you may sign up online https://bit.ly/

BPositiveForLili  or call Char Mello, chairperson 616-901-2803.  

Please join us for good fellowship and yummy snacks. 

 

 

               

Sunday August 15        Celebrate our Farmers  
Music by: SENTIMENTAL JOURNEY- Starts at 7:00 PM  

 
Sunday September 12  Celebrate our Veterans -Starts at 7:00 PM
 Music by: VOICES OF FREEDOM      
                                                        
Free Admission, Bring lawn chairs, Food Trucks will be available. 
                       

https://bit.ly/BPositiveForLili
https://bit.ly/BPositiveForLili


Perhaps you have lost a loved one during the last few 

years.  It may feel like you want to get back to “normal” or 

others are making you feel like life should be moving on, 

but your life has been changed forever by this loss. You’d like to share the grief you are still experiencing and 

receive help along the journey.  Perhaps this fits where you are at in your grief journey. If you are interested, 

contact the parish office at 616-891-9259 for more information. We will be starting our support group meetings 

this fall.   
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FAITH FORMATION & FUN 

Returns this fall IN PERSON! 

This year we will offer a brand new  format, new materials and new speakers.  Watch the 
bulletin and your email for updates.  If you are not currently receiving email updates and 
would like to, please contact the office or send and email to 
adultff@holyfamilycaledonia.org  

This summer we are gathering each Monday evening from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Holy Family 

Catholic Parish. Recent High School graduates, as well as young adults who are in their late 

teens, 20’s & 30’s are invited to attend. Feel free to bring friends, and come as often as you 

schedule allows.  If you have questions about Young Adult opportunities and events, or 

you’d like to be added to our email distribution please  email Lori at 

adultff@holyfamilycaledonia.org or call/text @ (616) 389-4794. 

Ladies,  please join us  for our next  Blessed is She Holy Hour Monday, August 16th 

7:00-8:00 pm . Special guest Colleen Paiz will lead us in song & worship. Bring your 

mom, daughter (s), neighbors and friends!  Weather permitting, the evening will             

continue at the fire pit at the conclusion of Holy Hour. *Call the parish if you need a 

ride. 
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We have been running these interview articles now for over a year in celebration of Holy 

Family’s 50th Anniversary. This month we spoke to a gentleman and his son who was not 

a member of Holy Family, but his wife and children were. Vern Kayser was the Mason who 

put the brick on the church Rectory. But he was also the Mason who designed, built, and 

installed the dated Cornerstone that can be found on the South side of the church.  

This stone dated “1970” was installed in July of 1971. Vern, who was putting brick on the 

rectory at the time, was asked by Father Shafer if he would make the corner stone to mark 

the history of the church being built. So according to Vern he designed the corner stone 

and Fr. Shafer made plans to hide a few artifacts behind that stone which, to our 

knowledge, are still there today. The contents behind that stone include: News clipping 

with a picture of the church from the Grand Rapids press dated February 11, 1971; a 

sketch of the church from West Michigan Catholic dated February 12, 1971; a picture of 

the Apollo splashdown from February 9, 1971; a Monthly Missalette, a Church Bulletin, and a Black Case 

containing a little cross and coins dated 1969 – 1971 to symbolize the year of the start of the church and the 

completion of the project. We have all seen this stone, but never knew the history.  

Vern and his wife Patricia (deceased) were married in January of 1956, and they had three children: Fred (Kim) 

Kayser, Tammy (Tom) Barney and Elizabeth Simisin, plus nine grandchildren and one great grandchild.  

Fred Kayser spoke with me as well when I met with Vern, and he remembers how cool it was to be a part of a 

church that was moving and building a brand-new church to accommodate two other parishes. Patricia and the 

kids attended St. Mary’s until completion. Vern is Lutheran and now attends St. Paul’s Lutheran Church just 

down the road at Kraft and 84th street. He said he also felt a part of Holy Family as well as he went to many 

functions at the church with the family.  

Fred was an Altar Server at both St. Mary’s and Holy Family. He served often with his friend John Andrusiak. He 

remembers back at St. Mary’s how Father Shafer would give the Servers a look, as there was a creaky board in 

the floor over by where the servers would stand. If they stepped on it, it was a noticeably loud squeak and it 

would catch his attention. So, they tried to avoid that floorboard! Fred reminisced how the CCD classes were 

initially held in the church. Rosemary Kilmartin was one of his teachers and he remembers that the different age 

groups would spread out across the church and hold their CCD classes. Patricia, who was a teachers aid for 28 

years at Caledonia Elementary, participated in some women’s groups, and did a lot of cooking for the different 

events at Holy Family.  

Besides doing the masonry work for the Rectory, Vern also designed and built the brick Fireplace inside the 

rectory. Father asked him to design something unique and he produced the rounded Fireplace he designed. 

Vern also did the Masonry work on what is now designated as Caledonia Middle School, but at the time it was 

the High School, when he worked on the Auditorium brick. He also did masonry on the Frank Lloyd Wright home 

found here in Grand Rapids. He helped on the remodel of this home. 

When asked what memories he held dearest about Holy Family, Vern said having Fred’s Wedding Reception at 

the church. Fred said he enjoyed being a part of this “new church” and watching the three churches come 

together.  

HOLY FAMILY CELEBRATING  
50th Anniversary Interview 

Vern Kayser 



CELEBRATING 50 YEARS 
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OPPORTUNITIES  

FAITH FORMATION & FUN 
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HOLY FAMILY                                                                    
Continues to celebrates the year of   

Did you know that the 1st Wednesdays of every month are dedicated to 

the Most Chaste Heart of St. Joseph, just like the 1st Fridays of the 

month are dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the 1st Saturdays 

OUR ENTIRE PARISH FAMILY  

  is invited to not only celebrate, but 

to learn more about St. Joseph 

*Wednesdays, through December 1st  

(Every 1st Wed. of the month) 

*9:30 am-10:30 am (following Daily Mass)                                                            

or 6:30 pm—7:30 pm  

OUR NOVENA WILL INCLUDE: 

 ~Praying the Joyful Mysteries of  

Rosary with emphasis on St Joseph                                         
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Once again VBS was a sensational hit! We had an                     
awesome couple of days at our Rocky Railway Express 
VBS.  During these days we learned about Jesus’s love for 
us through His divine mercy.  We can always trust Him and 
have our hope in Him in all we do.  He is with us always 
and wants us to spend eternity in heaven with Him.  As a 
special closing this year, our closing station was different 
than in years past as we headed outside to the front lawn 
to pray a life-sized Chaplet of Divine Mercy. Jesus’ power 
pulls us through every time- Jesus I trust in you!  

Immense gratitude to all our volunteers 
that made this beautiful extension of our 
faith, possible. You all are truly the 
hands and feet of Christ.  

VBS ON TRACK– RAILROAD STYLE  
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Thank You, Thank You,                    
Thank You! 
A sincere thank you to all of who supported the teens 

through their Car Wash and Cinnamon Roll sale to help 

raise funds for the Steubenville Youth Conference! The 

support and the amount that was generously raised was 

incredible! The teens had the opportunity to be spend 

time in prayer and praise and worship with other 

Catholics and grow deeper and closer to God.  You 

prayers were a huge help. It’s so humbling to see 

this parish family support the young people in the 

church and through your generous financial 

support, you too are doing God’s work in the world. 


