
Advent & Christmas  

Important Dates 

 

Nov. 29     1st Sunday of Advent    

Dec. 6:      2nd Sunday of Advent 

Dec. 8: Feast of the Immaculate Conception   

Dec. 13:    3rd Sunday of Advent    

Dec. 20:    4th Sunday of Advent    

Dec. 24:    Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord               

                  4:00pm, 7:00pm and 9:00pm 

Dec. 25:    The Nativity of the Lord 10:00am Mass 

Dec. 31:    Vigil for the Solemnity of Mary Mother 

                  of God 6:00pm  

Jan. 1        Solemnity of Mary Mother of God 10am 

 9669 KRAFT AVE. SE |  CALEDONIA, MI 49316  WWW.HOLYFAMILYCALEDONIA.ORG  

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 0  

WHAT’S INSIDE 



 9669 KRAFT AVE. SE | CALEDONIA, MI 49316  WWW.HOLYFAMILYCALEDONIA.ORG 

Holy Family Mass & 
Weekly Schedule 
 

Saturday: 5:00pm 
Sunday: 9:00 & 11:00am 
Wednesday-Friday: 9:00am 
ADORATION:  
Thursday: 9:30am-3pm 
 

SACRAMENTS:  
Baptism & Sacrament of Matrimony: 
(616) 891-9259 
Reconciliation: Sat. 4:00-4:30pm 
OFF ICE HOURS:  
9:00-3:00 M-Th, Fri 9:00-12:00 
Phone: 616-891-9259 
Fax: 616-891-1346 
After Hours Emergency: 616-536-0477  
(for sacramental emergency) 
Web: www.holyfamilycaledonia.org 

 

A NOTE FROM FR. PHIL 

 
 

 I am a misfit.  

 When I was ordained I thought surely I would follow the 
path of most priests: a couple of gigs as an associate, 
followed by a few more appointments as a pastor.  Didn’t 
happen.  I hadn’t even finished my first assignment when 
Bishop Breitenbeck chose me as the vocations director of the Diocese.  A few years 
later, I became the director of our seminary and diaconal programs.  Afterwards, I 
asked to go on for further studies in spirituality at Regis College in Toronto.  While 
in Canada I lived with the Brothers of the Good Shepherd who ran a refuge center 
for the homeless. 

 I returned to the Diocese of Grand Rapids and was named director for the 
continuing formation of priests and administrator of St. Joseph’s Church in 
Muskegon. 

 My tenure in Muskegon was short.  One year.  Bishop Rose brought me back to 
Grand Rapids so that I could live with two other priests and four laymen in an 
experimental community.  We lived at St. James, but I worked at another parish 
that was an easy walk away.  The fledgling community never got up off the ground 
because it was too difficult to balance seven schedules at seven different work 
places.  That and the laymen eventually left and married.  Imagine that.  They 
started their own communities. 

 Moving from Saint James, I bought a small house in Grand Rapids.  I continued to 
live there even when I was appointed pastor of Holy Family Parish in 
Sparta.  That’s right, that other Holy Family Parish.  After five years there, Bishop 
Rose gave me permission to go to New Melleray Abbey, a Trappist monastery, 
near Dubuque, Iowa, for six months.  There I learned some basics about farming, 
carpentry, and mopping floors.  And, of course, about the contemplative life.  I 
have been living a semi-monastic life (if there is such a thing) ever since, helping 
in parishes for short periods as needed.  In fact, I was blessed by being sent to Holy 
Family in Caledonia for a few months after Fr. Dave LeBlanc left. 

 I am a misfit:  I have one foot in monasticism, the other in ministry.  While most 
diocesan priests recognize their ministry as their prayer, I discovered that it is my 
prayer that has become my ministry.  Bishop Walkowiak seems to respect that.  He 
calls me, “Fr. Phil-In.”  And now he has asked me to “fill in” part-time at Holy 
Family in Caledonia.  I have mixed feelings about this assignment.  I really like 
this community, but, I am saddened by Fr. Loc’s departure.  He is one of my best 
friends.  On the other hand, this time away from ministry may be a blessing for 
him.  When I took my leave of absence, it became a real blessing for me and for 
my ministry. 

I will continue to live in my house in Grand Rapids and commute to Caledonia on 
most days as needed. Of course, if the weather is bad, I have a beautiful rectory 
here in which to stay. Fr. Loc even bought me some new bedding and pillows. The 
schedule will remain the same. Sacraments will be celebrated and parish life will 
continue.  Because my tenure here likely will be short, I will try to adapt to you 
rather than ask the parish to adapt to me.  I am delighted how well Fr. Loc and the 
parish leadership has organized things and I will leave policies and procedures as 
they are.  

So, there you have it. Pray for this misfit. Pray for Fr. Loc.  We are praying for 
you. 

We will not be publishing our 

parish calendar this month as 

the schedule is changing 

frequently due to the COVID 

restrictions.  Please refer to our 

parish calendar on the website 

for the most up to date 

information.  We will also be 

sending reminders and updates 

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year from the 

Staff at Holy Family.  

 

  

 
 
Note:  The Parish Office will be 
closed for the Holiday on Dec. 24-28 

and Dec. 31-Jan. 1. 
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Holy Family Parish - Year End Financial Update 
July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020 

   Actual as % of 

Income: Actual Budget Annual Budget 

Offertory  $             1,086,757   $                1,050,000  104% 

Other Income*  $                297,002   $                      99,750  298% 

Total Income:  $             1,383,759   $                1,149,750  120% 

    

Expense (by Ministry):    

Administration  $                327,898   $                    342,263  96% 

Parish Life/Events  $                   33,687   $                      36,250  93% 

Pastoral Care/Christian 
Service  $                   43,666   $                      70,520  62% 

Worship/Music  $                176,757   $                    182,865  97% 

Facilities/Grounds  $                197,625   $                    222,670  89% 

Faith Formation  $                257,350   $                    268,265  96% 

Cemeteries  $                     8,868   $                         6,500  136% 

Depreciation**  $                163,267   $                    157,000  104% 

Total Expense:  $             1,209,118   $                1,286,333  94% 

    

Income - Expense:  $                174,641   $                  (136,583) -128% 

 

Notes:      

-Offertory Income was up 4% over projected budget.     

-Other Income was up due to some unanticipated large donations, most of which had restricted use.   

Also included in this figure was a refund of $26,071 from our 2019 CSA Campaign as we surpassed   

our assessed goal!  However, if we do not reach our 2020 CSA goal, these monies (& possibly more  

from our general fund) will be used to cover any shortfall we may experience in the 2020 CSA campaign. 

*Therefore, the Other Income numbers & percent shown above appear higher than actual.  

-Increased giving was seen in Christian Service, Food Pantry, and Parish Life.    

-Almost all the Expense categories had decreased spending due to the COVID 19 pandemic.  

-Administration Expenses include a wide range of expenses including benefits, salaries, property insurance, 

technology, postage, printing/copying, subsidy to schools, bank fees, etc.   

-Pastoral Care/Christian Service Expenses were down due to unused budgeted salary.   

-Increased expenses were seen in landscape maintenance for the cemeteries.   

      

-Total Income was up approximately 17% over projected budget.*    

-Total Expense was down 6% under projected budget.    

      

**Depreciation Expense recognizes our equipment/buildings will eventually need   

repair or replacement. A portion of depreciation is on the books only and not actual cash spent.  

      

One Final Note:  During the time our Parish was shut down due to the pandemic, we were able to secure 

a Personal Protection Loan from the government to help cover the costs of salaries, benefits, & utilities. 
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WEDNESDAY MORNINGS   

6:15 am—7:15 am  OR   

THURSDAY EVENINGS    

5:45—6:45 pm       

VIA ZOOM 

*New program and content 
*New-multi speaker format 

*Socially distanced 

MEN, IT IS NOT TO LATE TO JOIN US 
What a great opportunity to grow closer to Jesus Christ 

during this Advent Season 

That Man is You! successively considers the three most                        
important relationships in a man’s life: his relationship with 

God, with his spouse and  with his children! 

Mark your calendars for our upcoming 

meetings to discuss our Maranatha 

Advent Devotional.  Due to new COVID 

restrictions we will be meeting via 

ZOOM.  Watch your emails for the link.   
 

First Meeting options:  

Pick one of the following for our first book discussion 

Monday, December 7th: (via ZOOM) 

*9:30-10:30 am  

*7:30-8:30 pm  

Second Meeting options:  

Pick one of the following for our second book 

discussion 

Monday, December 14th: (via ZOOM) 

*9:30-10:30 am  

*7:30-8:30pm  

 

Questions about BIS?   

Contact one of the following: 

Lisa Alexander 616-485-4284    

Lori Pieri 616-389-4794    

Lisa Ziemke 616-437-0607 

 

Please contact Lori Pieri if you need help getting ZOOM 

set up! 

Widows Group 
Thank you to those who attended our first 

meeting in November!  We will be meeting 

monthly as  the COVID restrictions allow.  Please 

watch your emails and the bulletin for updated 

meeting dates and times.   

Please contact Chris Koryto at 616-581-7520 or 

Laura Scott at 231-349-5407 with any questions 

or you need assistance with anything! 

 

 
 
 

We are excited to announcement are Re-Introducing 
FORMED to our Parish Family.  Many of us are still 
not venturing far from our homes to attend Mass or 
Adult Faith Formation events, we think this option 
will work well for the current situation we are all in.  
Watch the parish face book page and your weekly 
emails for recommendations on materials to watch, 
read or listen to.  Formed will help you discover 
thousands of books, audio talks, movies, 
documentaries, and studies…….there is something 
for every member of the family to help them grow 
closer to Christ and His Church.  Until then, be sure 

Create a FORMED account? 
1) Visit FORMED.org or go to 

our parish website 
2) Click sign up 
3) Select I belong to a parish 
4) Search for Holy Family 

Caledonia MI or 49316 
5) Enter your email and you 

are all set. 

Already have an account?  
1. Visit FORMED.org  
2. Click sign in 
3. Enter your email  
4. Click the link in your email 

and  you are all set    
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Throughout this year you will 
see and hear many things 

about our parish; how it was 
formed, who was involved, 
who our founders are and 

many fun stories! Watch the 
upcoming newsletters and 

bulletins; we will be 
highlighting some of our 
founding families that are 

50th Anniversary Interview 
Felicia and Ed Hillen were married back in 1952 and from the conversation I had with 
Felicia and some of her kids, they were a couple in love with each other, their children, 
music and the church. Ed and Felicia had 6 children Kathleen (T. Michael) Conroy, 
Mary Hillen, Jim (Linda) Hillen, Tom (Sue) Hillen, Ann Marie (Kelly) Miller and Madalen 
Rose Hillen.  The have 11 grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren.  Ed passed away 
in June of 2017 after years of battling cancer. 

From the time they got married they joined St. Patrick’s but when Fr. Shaffer came to 
St. Patrick’s and started talking about building another church (Holy Family) the Hillen 
family was on board!  “It was an exciting time and everyone wanted to volunteer and 
help out where they could and the kids wanted to go where the action is”, Felicia 
shared. Action meant youth groups and all the other fellowship programs that came 
with the new parish.   

Felicia has spent 80 years in Music ministry. She would sing the Litany of the Saints at 
Easter and also sang and played for 15 years for the funeral Masses at Holy Family. 
Back in the 90’s the Hillen family planned and performed the music for the Christmas 
Day morning masses. Shane Hillen (Jim and Linda’s) son is also gifted with a beautiful 
voice and has sung Ave Maria at various funerals in the area.  When Shane was 7 years 
old Fr. Ray Bruck was the priest and Shane sang (Birthday of a King) at the Christmas 
Mass and it made Fr. Ray cry, of which he would remind Felicia and Ed in a yearly 
Christmas card.   Mary played organ in the past at many of our Masses and her son 
Matt has sung in Choir and as a cantor. He also plays the Bagpipes, which he has 
played at some funerals and also entertained at Nursing Homes.   

Ed was a Knight and when asked, enjoyed working the Tootsie Roll sales. Jim and 
Tom were both Altar Servers in their youth. Besides singing, playing instruments and 
being involved with various ministries, the Hillen Family is the Blood Drive Family! 
Back in the early eighties Fr. Don Hyden asked Ed and Felicia to start a Blood Drive for 
the parish.  They took this on and ran the drive for 15 years.  Jim and Linda took over 
when Ed and Felicia started going to Arizona in the winter. Felicia however sort of 
tricked them into taking on the Blood Drive ministry.  Jim and Linda would always 
take care of Ed and Felicia’s house while they were in Arizona.  One year, after they 
had gone, Jim and Linda went to their house and found a note from Felicia with a list 
of things to do while they were gone. Besides listing the normal To Do’s (water plants, 
etc.) she also had listed run the Blood Drive! Linda’s eyes widened as she read Felicia’s 
note as this was never discussed so it caught them by surprise! But Jim and Linda 
being the great kids they are and having assisted before, they took on the task.  They 
also realized that this ministry had now just been handed over to them because Ed 
and Felicia were going to Arizona every year at the time  the Blood Drives were held at 
Holy Family.  Jim and Linda ran the Blood Drive for the next 15 years.  Pretty sneaky 
on mom and dad’s part, but they knew Jim and Linda could handle it.  

When asked about some of her favorite memories of Holy Family, Felicia spoke of 
being around for all the various remodels and growth spurts Holy Family has had over 
the years, including adding offices and the Narthex and the expansion of the Holy 
Family Center in the 2000’s. “It was fun to be a part of our growth”, Felicia said. 

Jim, Linda and Mary also spoke about being in the Clown Ministry. Linda shared “The 
clown ministry helped these kids come out of their shells.  Performing in front of older 
folks at Nursing Homes, made them realize they were doing something very special 
for these folks”. 

“Holy Family is our foundation, our family’s foundation.  All of our kids have received 
most of their sacraments from Holy Family and we have celebrated the lives of three 
of our family members who passed on, holding their funerals at Holy Family”, Felicia 
shared.   

What I think I learned after talking with the Hillen family is that this family who has 
great love for one another, as well as for Holy Family and it parishioners, they have 
shown their generosity by sharing their talents in music and starting lifesaving Blood 
Drives and in turn we all were the worthy recipients.   To this I say – Thank you Hillen’s!  

What Holy Family 

means to us today. 

 

Holy Family is  

our foundation,  

our family’s 

foundation ... 

Felicia, Linda, Jim and  
Mary Hillen 



 

 

KNIGHTS OF 

COLUMBUS 

ONGOING 

CLOTHING 

DRIVE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Knights of Columbus have a 
white bin at the northwest 
corner of the parking lot for 
collection of clothing.  The 
clothing is collected & 
distributed by World Mission 
Clothing. It's easier and more 
convenient than making the trip 
to Goodwill! 

Item they can accept are: 

• clothing 

• hats 

• belts 

• purses 

• linens 

• shoes  

Please be sure to place all items 
in a plastic bag before putting in 
the bin or World Mission will not 
take them. 
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Blood Drive 

November Blood Drive - Outstanding Results  

Thank you from Versiti-Blood Center of Michigan, to all who gave the 
gift of life by donating blood at the Caledonia Community Churches drive on 
November 10

th
.  66 pints of blood were collected (26 units over goal). 

A special thank you to all volunteers who support this lifesaving 

ministry: Pete Murray, Jim Shoaf, Phyllis Andrusiak, Mary Merritt and office 

staff at each church.  Also, thank you to everyone for wearing your mask and 

adhering to social distancing guidelines. 

Congratulations to these donors who earned their respective blood 

donation gallon levels: Karen Feley (3 gallons), Leon Fifelski (15 gallons), 

Maureen Kaczanowski (1 gallon), Jamie Nanzer (2 gallons), Vicki Nausieda 

(2 gallons), Mike Pinder (2 gallons), Steve Preston (3 gallons), Andrew 

Robotham (8 gallons), Jeffrey Roeske (1 gallon) and Ingo Weyer (1 gallon).  

Eight donations = one gallon. 
 

2021 blood drives (Tuesday):  
Jan 12, Mar 9, May 11, July 13, Sept 14, Nov 9 

 

Appointment times are every 5 minutes.  Donors without 

appointments will be fit into an open timeslot.  You may schedule an 

appointment up until midnight the day before the blood drive.  If interested in 

donating blood on January 12 you may sign up online at https://

donate.miblood.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/124628 or call Char Mello, 

chairperson 616-901-2803.  Please join us for good fellowship and yummy 

snacks. 

—Join us for — 

Scripture Study - where we study the readings 

for the upcoming weekend Mass.  Wednesday 

mornings from 10:00-11:00 am. Via ZOOM 

Come as often as your schedule allows! 

Bring a mask and your Bible.  Don’t have a Bible? We 

have extras.   

http://www.worldmissionclothing.cc/donation/
http://www.worldmissionclothing.cc/donation/
https://donate.miblood.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/124628
https://donate.miblood.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/124628
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Heavenly Father, 

we thank You for the gift of Fr. Loc,  

for the gift of his priesthood,  

and for his open heart which led him to follow Your Call  

to live as a member of our parish family during these past years.   

Thank you for his leadership, his wisdom, for all the gifts he shares,  

especially for the love and joy that come to us through his simple presence.   

 We pray for Your Peace to fill his heart, mind, body and soul  

as he places his trust in Your Call and ventures forth  

into new areas of priestly ministry.   

May his heart always be open to Your promptings.   

May his ministry always unfold with Your Blessing.   

 

May he remain Your good and faithful servant,  

always willing to follow wherever You desire to lead.   

May he feel Your Presence with him and continually place his trust in You.   

May he carry fondly in his heart the love of our parish family,  

and in moments of doubt or discouragement,  

may he know we continue to lift him with our love and prayer.   

God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit,  

we entrust our beloved Fr. Loc to Your Care through all his days.  

Mary, Mother of God and Mother of All Priests,  

we ask you to enfold Fr. Loc within your Immaculate Heart,  

to love, protect, comfort and encourage him always. 

Together we pray: 

Hail Mary, full of Grace, the Lord is with you. 
Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the Fruit of your womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
Pray for us sinners,  

now, and at the hour of our death. 
Amen. 

We love you, Fr. Loc!  Go in Peace, to love and serve the Lord! 

Fr. Loc update: 

Many of you have asked about Fr. Loc.  He is doing great!  If you missed saying goodbye or wanted 

to send a card or gift please send in or drop those off to the parish office and we will get those to 

him.  He thanks everyone for their continued prayers as he discerns where God is calling him. 
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Due to COVID restrictions, this year we will be collecting monetary donations and gift 
cards for Christmas gifts for the needy.  Donation envelopes can be found on the table 

in the narthex or donations can be made through our Online Giving option on the 
website.  Donation envelopes can be dropped in the secure mailbox in the office 

reception area or dropped in the Sunday collection. A small group of “elves” will be 
shopping for the gifts online in order to keep everyone safe! 

**We are still providing gifts for 2 elementary schools and 1 middle school in Caledonia 
as well as students from one elementary school in Middleville. We are helping 
approximately 150 children this year! 

Note:  We will also be collecting men’s socks, knit hats, gloves and plastic reading 

glasses for the jail ministry and veteran’s home.  These items can be returned and 

placed in the donation containers.  Thank you for your generosity. 


