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Spring Blessings 
 

My God in turn will supply your needs fully, in a way  
worthy of his magnificent riches in Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 4:19 
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Holy Family Mass/
Weekly Schedule 
Saturday:   5:00pm 

Sunday:   9:00 & 11:00am 

W-Fri:    9:00am 

Adoration:   Thurs: 9:30am-7pm 
 

Sacraments:  Baptism & Sacrament of 
Matrimony:  (616) 891-9259 

Reconciliation:  Saturdays  4:00-4:30pm 
 

Office Hours:  8:30-4:30  M-Th, Fri 8:30-12:00 

Phone:  616-891-9259   Fax:  616-891-1346 
After hours emergency:  616-536-0477 (for sacramental 
emergency) 

 

Website:  www.holyfamilycaledonia.org 

 

Pastor:  Fr. Loc Trinh 

pastor@holyfamilycaledonia.org 

May 2020 
The parish office is currently closed due to the “Stay At 
Home” order.  Staff is either furloughed or working limited 
hours.  If you have a question for the parish office, please 
use email when possible or you can call and leave a 
message. We are checking the emails and voicemails 
frequently and will respond as soon as we can . 
 

We also are not publishing a schedule at this time because of  
the “Stay at Home” order.  We will publish our schedule 
once we know when we will be able to be back to our 
normal schedule. 

What’s happening at Holy Family…... 

Holy Family Parish  Mission Statement 
We are called as a family to know, love and serve 

God. 

HOLY FAMILY ~ ACCESS 6 FOOD PANTRY 
THANK YOU 

Holy Family Food Pantry created a curbside pick up and 
passed out 50 boxes of food last week.  We also delivered 
extra produce, butter, eggs, bread, baked goods and boxes 
of food to Station Creek Retirement Community.  Because 
of your generosity, words can not explain how very happy, 
grateful, and the thankfulness of these people. They really 
want you to know how truly appreciative they are to all of 
you.  You are an amazing church family and your actions 
show it! 

After speaking with area pantries and watching news 
reports, we were planning for many more people and 
thought for sure we would have a crowd.  But God 
answered our prayers and we remained within our average 
number of clients and for that I am thankful.  Next month 
may be different. 

Thank you everyone who donated over the Easter 
weekend.  We received three large carts of food.  For next 
months curbside distribution we appreciate what ever you 
can donate.  We are always in need of cereal, pasta sauces, 
canned chicken, beef stew, tuna, peanut butter, pasta sides, 
rice sides, boxed potatoes, juice, coffee, shelf stable milk, 
laundry detergent or anything you might have extra in your 
home.  If your family likes it I am sure our clients would 
like the same.   There is a cart just inside the front doors of 
church.  The church is open 9am-3pm daily. 

Thanks so much for all you do! 

"If you can't feed a hundred people, then feed just one."   

~ St. Mother Teresa  

2020-21 Grant Request 
Forms Now Available! 
Catholic School Tuition 

Fund - Holy Family 
Futures Foundation  

Holy Family’s Futures Foundation is made up of two 
funds: the Founders Endowment Fund and the Catholic 
School Tuition Fund. The Founders Endowment Fund 
contains restricted principal which generates interest and 
dividends. The Catholic School Tuition Fund annually 
distributes a limited number of grants to families, which 
will assist with Catholic school tuition. Families interested 
in applying to the Futures Foundation for a 2020/2021 
school year tuition grant can download it off our parish 
website www.holyfamilycaledonia.org.  Once completed 
please mail your form to the parish office by May 31, 2020. 
This completed application, along with information from 
Smart Aid, will be utilized in the distribution process. If 
you have any questions, please contact the Parish Office.  

Bulletin Announcement 
We are currently not publishing our church bulletin due to 
the parish being closed.  We have been posting information 
on our Parish Website and through Constant Contact.  If 
you have an email address and are not receiving Constant 
Contact please email the parish office and we will add you 
to the list. 

Thank You to our  
Faith Formation Volunteers 

A most heartfelt Thank You to all the Faith Formation 
Volunteers for making this year such an exciting and faith 
filled experience!  May God richly bless you and your 
families! You are in our prayers always. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tbVcXZ9ziQ&feature=youtu.be
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
If you will be presenting your child for the Sacrament of 

Baptism in the coming months, the Diocese of Grand 

Rapids requires parents attend a Parenting/Baptism Class. 

We encourage expectant parents to attend before your child 

is born to ensure that enough time is allowed for proper 

preparation for this Sacrament. We also encourage you to 

carefully review the qualifications for Godparents before 

asking the candidates you’re considering. Please go to the 

parish website to read about Baptisms here at Holy Family 

Parish, to obtain a Baptism Application Form to register for 

a Baptism and a class, and to see the class and Mass 

schedule, www.holyfamilycaledonia.org; “I would like 

to”.  Contact the parish office with questions you have.  The 

next class is June 6 at 6pm; registration is needed using the 

application form. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Catholic faith is a gift that unites our parish family 
with Catholics throughout the Diocese of Grand Rapids and 
in the universal Church.  We all are pilgrims on a journey 
of faith, striving daily to become disciples of Christ through 
our stewardship. When we give to the CSA, we are 
supporting individuals and families in our parishes, in our 
communities, and beyond. 
 

With your generous response, to date, we have reached 
28% of our parish CSA goal. 135 of our 1,096 households 
have responded.  Of our $191,418 goal we have pledged 
amounts of $53,178 leaving a balance remaining of 
$138,240.  If we don’t reach our CSA goal Holy Family 
will have to pay the difference to the Diocese. 
 

Thank you for your stewardship! Our goal is 100% 
participation, which means a completed pledge card from 
every household (even if it is $0).  If you have not 
responded, please do so as soon as possible.  Pledge cards 
can be mailed to the parish office or paid through the link 
on our website at www.holyfamilycaledonia.org. 

Please Mark Your Calendars for Our 
Annual Cemetery Clean-Up!   

Rain or Shine! 
 
 

St. Patrick – Tentatively scheduled for Saturday May 2 
9am-12pm 
Location:  92nd street SE (East of Whitneyville) 

 

St. Mary’s – Saturday May 16 9am-12pm 
Location:  Corner of Kraft and 52nd  
 

If you can help on all the dates listed or just an hour, we’ll 
be grateful for any help you can provide!  Bring your 
gloves, leaf blower, rake and pruning shears.  

Covid-19: A Prayer of Solidarity 
       

 For all who have contracted coronavirus, 
     We pray for care and healing. 
 

For those who are particularly vulnerable, 
     We pray for safety and protection. 
 

For all who experience fear or anxiety, 
     We pray for peace of mind and spirit. 
 

For affected families who are facing difficult decisions 
between food on the table or public safety, 
     We pray for policies that recognize their plight. 
 

For those who do not have adequate health insurance, 
     We pray that no family will face financial burden 

      alone. 
 

For those who are afraid to access care due to immigration 
status, 
     We pray for recognition of the God-given dignity of all. 
 

For our brothers and sisters around the world, 
     We pray for shared solidarity. 
 

For public officials and decision makers, 
     We pray for wisdom and guidance. 
 

Father, during this time may your Church be a sign of hope, 
comfort and love to all. 
 

     Grant peace.   Grant comfort.   Grant healing.      

 

Be with us, Lord.   Amen. 

 

      (from U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops website) 

 A Call to Serve! 
Been thinking about becoming more involved in parish 
liturgical life? 
 

Feeling called to serve in ministry?   

 

Whether before, during, after or outside Mass, we have 
need for liturgical ministers like you!  Serve  
on your own or as a family, in the church during liturgical 
events or from the comfort of your own home through one 
of the liturgical support ministries, on a regular basis or as 
need arises!   

 

Contact Barbara in the parish office for more information 
on any of the ministries below:   
616-891-9259   ext. 238 or 
bdombroski@holyfamilycaledonia.org 
 

 Altar Server Baptism Ministry  
 Team   Greeter 
 Extraordinary Eucharistic Minister    
 Funeral Ministry Team    
 Altar Linens 
 Lector        

 Usher/Junior Usher     

 Liturgical Environment 

http://www.holyfamilycaledonia.org
mailto:bdombroski@holyfamilycaledonia.org
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Holy Family - Celebrating 50 Years! 
Holy Family Parish will be celebrating 50 years in the year of 2020!  Throughout this year you will see and hear 
many things about our parish; how it was formed, who was involved, who our founders are and many fun 
stories!  Watch the upcoming newsletters and bulletins; we will  be highlighting some of our founding families 
that are still parishioners today!  Our fourth installment is below.  Ed Kilmartin, Pat Benedict and Mike Kilmartin, 
one of our founding families was interviewed for this article.  We hope you are enjoying the 
stories of our history! 

I had great conversation this month with Ed Kilmartin and two of his children (twins) Mike Kilmartin 
and Pat Benedict, Mike is the oldest by 5 minutes.  Something Pat points out all the time.  We shared 
breakfast one Saturday morning and they shared some wonderful memories of their family and of 
Holy Family.  Ed and his wife Rosemary (deceased) were members of St. Mary’s. 
 

Edmund “Ed” and Rosemary were married in 1948 and were married 67 years before Rosemary 
passed away in 2015.  They had 5 children which included from oldest to youngest; Anne (Mark) 
Azkoul, Edmund Dennis III (Nancy), Mike (Judy), Pat (Dean) Benedict, and Timothy (Andrea 
“Ann”).   
 

Ed is a World War II Vet who served in the Navy as a Quarter Master (Asst. Navigator) and also hauled ammunition.  He 
served two years in the war and two years of deferment to work on the farm. Thank you Ed, for your service! 

 

Ed and Rosemary shared the responsibilities of raising their 5 children.  Ed worked 7 days a week in supporting his family 
and Rosemary took care of the kids, the house, and served on many ministries at Holy Family.  She served on the Pastoral, 
Finance and Planning Council for the new church.  She also served as a Eucharistic Minister, was a Stephen Minister, she 
taught CCD, and was in the Women’s Club.  They said they believe she was at church more than she was at home!  Ed still 
found time to serve as a Eucharistic Minister, Usher and as the Cemetery Sexton.   
 

Mike still works the 78 acre farm along with his brothers.  He serves as an Usher and is in the Knights of Columbus.  Pat is 
helping out right now as a Eucharistic Minister and with Funeral Lunches, but her claim to fame is she was the very first 
female Altar Server at Holy Family.  Apparently there was a shortage at the Mass they attended and Fr. Shafer came up and 
tapped Pat on her shoulder and told her to come with him and he told her she was going to be an Altar Server.  Ed was 
wondering where she had gone off to as he was not aware that Fr. Shafer had asked her to serve.  It was not until Mass 
started and the Altar Servers started down the aisle with Fr. Shafer that he saw his daughter in an Alb and he said “well I’ll 
be darn”.  According to Pat he actually used a different word than “darn”, but thought we should keep this article “G” rated!  
This was back in 1970 or 1971.    
 

Ed, Mike and his brothers were at the midnight Mass on December 24, 1970, at Holy Family.  They shared how they were 
all in their Christmas suits looking pretty spiffy, but then people began to get stuck in the parking lot due to the mud.  So 
they were helping this one guy try and get out and Ed told him “now take it easy”… the next thing they know he hits the gas 
and they all got sprayed with mud and water.  Ed said Rosemary was not real happy when she saw the shape of their suits.   
Mike also remembers there were no kneelers in place yet for this first Mass so they got to sit instead of kneeling.  He thought 
this was pretty cool. 
 

They also shared a story of Holy Family having a fire once back in the 1980’s.  Apparently our priest at the time was gone 
and we had a substitute priest.  He supposedly left a candle burning and it dripped down onto the carpet and it started 
burning.  The fire was not bad but a lot of smoke damage.  They remember they had a few Masses over in the High School, 
while the damage was remediated. 
 

When asked how they would describe the spirit of Holy Family back in the 70’s, they said it was one big happy family and 
everyone knew each other.  They also said there were some big families like the Andrusiak’s, MacDonald’s, theirs and 
others and all the kids would play and hang out together.  
  

I asked them to provide me one of their favorite memories.  Ed remembers there being a big party thrown after the church 
was completed and they searched for a band to play.  Boots Gail played the trombone and he remembers him goosing the 
ladies as they walked by the stage with his trombone.  Pat will always remember Holy Family is where she met her husband 
Dean and Mike’s favorite memory is Fr. Cusack, “he was a great man and gave really good Homily’s”.   
 
Ed said Holy Family has been our church for a very long time now, and it is the center of our family.  It means everything to 
me.  Everyone is friendly and the people are just like family.  When we go to another church it is just not the same, we just 
want to get back to Holy Family.  Pat says she just wants to get back to see Father Loc! 
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      May:  The Month of Mary 
 

         
 Catholics continually honor Mary, but Catholic Tradition designates the month 
of May as time for special devotion to Our Blessed Mother.  It is important to 
note that we do not worship, but we honor Mary.  Her ‘yes’ to God’s Will gave 

us Jesus Christ in the Flesh, our Life and our Salvation.  Mary dedicated her entire life to care for, love and assist Jesus as 
He carried on His Mission.  She was the first and most perfect disciple!  From her Heavenly throne, Mary continues to care 
for, love and assist us in Christ’s Mission of Salvation for His children.  She loves us more than we could possibly know, 
with a love more profound than the depths of human love.  Mother Mary is our powerful advocate, helper, benefactress and 
intercessor.  She desires to guide and assist us through this earthly life, so that we may live Eternal Life with Her Son in His 
Heavenly Kingdom.  In the beautiful Marian prayer The Memorare we are assured and inspired by her Motherly love, 
devotion and protection. 
 

The Memorare 
 

Remember, O Most Compassionate Virgin Mary 
that never was it known that anyone who fled to your protection, 

implored your assistance or sought your intercession was left unaided. 
Inspired with this confidence, we fly unto you, O Virgin of Virgins, Our Mother. 

To you we come.  Before you we kneel, sinful and sorrowful. 
O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not our petitions, 

but in your clemency hear and answer them. 
 

Amen. 
 

******************************************************************************************* 
 

Honoring Mary in May 
         How can we honor Our Blessed Mother during the month of May?  Through good and charitable acts we  
do for others, dedicating them to Jesus through the name of Mary; through praying the rosary and meditating on important 
events in Mary’s life and the Life of her Son; through special visits to parishes or shrines dedicated to   Mary; through 
Marian novenas, prayers of thanksgiving or intercession; through the singing of Marian hymns.   
In May, many parishes and families also honor the Virgin Mary as “Queen of May” through our traditional practice of May 
Crowning. 
 

May Crowning in Our Home 
 

O God, You give us Mary, the Mother of Your Son, to be our Mother and our Queen. 
With the support of her love and intercession, grant that we who gather to crown and honor her 

may attain the glory of Your children in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

(Crowning of Mary) 
 

O Most Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God and our Mother, 
look down from your heavenly throne on your devoted children. 

Obtain for us a place in the Heart of Jesus, and a share in the Gifts of His Grace. 
Protect us.  Watch over our spiritual and temporal needs; 

and teach us to become meek, humble, charitable, patient, and submissive to the Will of God. 
Grant us your loving care, now and at the hour of our death.  Amen. 

 

“Hail Mary …” 
 

The Rosary:  Full of Grace! 
 

The rosary is incredibly powerful!  The graces that come to us through this beautiful prayer help us grow in personal 
holiness, and benefit all humanity in our spiritual warfare against evil.  Through approved apparitions, Mary herself 
confirms and encourages praying the rosary for the glory of God, for the conversion of sinners, and for reparation for our 
own sins and the sins of the whole world.  Our Blessed Mother promises abundant graces and great glory in heaven to all 
the faithful who pray the rosary daily. 

 

Investing twenty minutes each day to pray the rosary can yield fruit for eternity! 
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Save the Date!! 
50th Celebration—Family 

Reunion Weekend! 

 

August 22 & 23  
                             after all Masses 

 
We are having a Parish gathering after the  

Saturday 5pm Mass and the Sunday 9am Mass. 

 

Sunday 11am Mass is an outdoor Mass  
celebrated by Bishop Walkowiak 

followed by our annual parish picnic. 

 

Watch the parish bulletin as more details become available. 


