NOVEMBER 2020

A Thanksgiving Prayer

WHAT’S INSIDE
Loving God, who created and sustains the universe,
who loved us all into being, and who gives us every good thing,
we thank you for the blessings that you bring into our lives.
We thank you for the gift of life itself, which you gave us in our mothers’
wombs.
We thank you for the fresh start of each new day, which is a sign of your
renewing and creative love.

And we thank you for our friends, our families, our neighbors and our
coworkers, whose human love is an image of your divine care. Increase our
gratitude this Thanksgiving Day, and help us to recognize all the good

“BLESSED IS SHE”
Advent Devotional and
Reflection for women of
the parish
For more information see page 5

things that we have, both large and small.
And magnify our desire to share what we have with others, so that they too
may be grateful to you, Loving God.
Amen.
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Holy Family Mass &
Weekly Schedule
Saturday: 5:00pm
Sunday: 9:00 & 11:00am
Wednesday-Friday: 9:00am
ADORATION:
Thursday: 9:30am-3pm
SACRAMENTS:
Baptism & Sacrament of Matrimony:
(616) 891-9259

November
MON. 2

Biblical Walk through Mass Study Group, 10am
Young Adult Group, 6:30pm

WED. 4

“That Man Is You”, 6:15am
Scripture Study, 10am

THUR. 5

“That Man Is You”, 5:45pm

SAT.

Sonrise Men’s Adoration & Prayer Group, 6am

7

MON. 9

Young Adult Group, 6:30pm

TUES. 10

Blood Drive, 1-6:30pm
Food Pantry Self Shop, 4-5:30pm
Order of Secular Franciscans, 7pm

Phone: 616-891-9259
Fax: 616-891-1346

WED. 11

“That Man Is You”, 6:15am
Scripture Study, 10am

After Hours Emergency: 616-536-0477
(for sacramental emergency)

THUR. 12

Food Pantry Self Shop, 10-11:30am
“That Man Is You”, 5:45pm

SAT.

14

Sonrise Men’s Adoration & Prayer Group, 6am

MON. 16

Biblical Walk through Mass Study Group, 10am
Young Adult Group, 6:30pm

Reconciliation: Sat. 4:00-4:30pm
OFFICE HOURS:

9:00-3:00 M-Th, Fri 9:00-12:00

Web: www.holyfamilycaledonia.org
Pastor: Fr. Loc Trinh
pastor@holyfamilycaledonia.org

November
Observances
November 1: The Feast of All Saints
* celebrates the Communion of
Saints (the union of all souls, living
and dead, who make up the Mystical
Body of Christ)
November 2: All Souls Day
*a day for personal practices of
attending Mass for the Dead, visiting
cemeteries, or observing other
prayer rituals in honor of the dead

All Masses
Weekend of October 31/November 1:
Memorial Candle Shrine
* parish ritual to honor souls of
parishioners who died during the
past year, or whose funeral rites have
taken place through Holy Family
parish

WED. 18 “That Man Is You”, 6:15am
Scripture Study, 10am
THUR. 19 ”That Man Is You”, 5:45pm
Knights of Columbus General Membership Mtg, 7:30pm
SAT.

21

MON. 23

Sonrise Men’s Adoration & Prayer Group, 6am
Young Adult Group, 6:30pm

WED. 25 “That Man Is You”, 6:15am
Scripture Study, 10am
THUR. 26 Thanksgiving Day Mass, 9am
Parish Office Closed
FRI.
27 Parish Office Closed
SAT.

28

MON. 30

Sonrise Men’s Adoration & Prayer Group, 6am, church
Young Adult Group, 6:30pm

Parish Office Closed
The parish office will be closed on
November 26 & November 27 for the
Thanksgiving Holiday.
We wish you all a happy and healthy
holiday!
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Throughout this year you will see
and hear many things about our
parish; how it was formed, who
was involved, who our founders
are and many fun stories! Watch
the upcoming newsletters and
bulletins; we will be highlighting
some of our founding families that
are still parishioners today!
Our eighth installment.

50th Anniversary Interview
I had a great time talking with Jan and Terry Simpson this past month, about their
memories from 50 years ago as Holy Family was a being talked about, planned and then
opening. Many of you know Jan from her many years serving as Parish Secretary
(actually she wore more hats than just a parish secretary, but more on that later).
Jan and Terry have three grown children who have gifted them with 7 beautiful
grandchildren. Michelle and Paul Madden have 3 children, Stephen and Bethany, and
Eric and Jennifer each have two children.
Jan and Terry were at St. Mary’s in 1961 but kept hearing about this new priest over at St.
Joseph’s and after four years joined St. Joseph. That priest, Fr. Shafer, would eventually
start combining the three churches Religious Education programs and then of course, he
struck out on starting the process of building a new church (Holy Family) and combining
the churches.
Jan was involved in several programs at St. Joseph and when Holy Family was completed,
she continued working in various ministries including starting up Mothers of Seton Circle.
This was a ministry for young mothers and they had a pretty good size group for this new
ministry.

Jan & Terry Simpson

What Holy Family
means to us today.
A very constant
presence, with
many social events
along with the
spiritual programs
being offered.

Father Shafer saw how involved Jan was and one day, as he often did, he visited her at
her home for coffee and asked her to become the first Parish Secretary, this was in 1975.
Jan said, “There was only one other paid employee at that time, our janitor Ralph Gehl.
All work up to that time had been done by volunteers. I worked on several committees,
Finance Council, Parish Council and chaired the Collection Counters and also the Donut
committee. I worked in the office until 1996 working with Fr. Shafer and all the following
priests thru Fr. Cusack.” In early years she did most of the hiring and firing of staff.

Terry was president of the Men’s Club and remembers making the chicken dinners and
people from town would come. People would park along the road and walk up to the
church. “It was a time where Holy Family was like a beacon for the town of Caledonia”
Jan commented. Terry said he and Bob Martin put in all the Sod at the church, but there
was a lot of prep work to be done. “We plowed it, we dragged it, and we raked a ton of
stones out of this dirt. We got a few folks to help us. Bob would haul stones to his farm,
loads and loads of stones. Eventually we got them all up and they brought someone in to
lay the sod.” Terry also helped Jan in the Donut ministry, picking up the donuts, making
coffee, etc. They held this position for many years.
Jan also talked about being in charge of Bus Trips and Parish Retreats. Fr. Shafer wanted
something more to branch out the parishioners but to keep it spiritual. They took a trip
to the Cross in the Woods in northern Michigan, and also took a bus to Chicago to see
Donny Osmond in Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat. Jan also served on
the committee for the building addition where they added on the offices and extended
the Narthex. Before this, all of the offices were located in the Rectory.
When asked about the spirit of Holy Family at that time, Jan said “everyone knew each
other and everyone was involved in some way or form. You did not have to work to get
folks to volunteer, if something needed to be done, people would just step up.”
And what does it mean to you today “A very constant presence, with many social events
along with the spiritual programs being offered.” Terry and Jan are looking forward to
when we can all get back to our fellowship gatherings. “Holy Family is such a family - and
we are grateful to still be a part of it.”

WE ARE CALLED AS A FAMILY TO KNOW, LOVE AND SERVE GOD.

All Featured CD’s & Books and other titles can be found on the table
outside the office
 Books are $5 (or as marked)
CD’s are $3
Payment is easy with two options: 1) placing money in the cash box or 2) going on-line to our website under the “giving
and payments” tab. Be sure to note in comments that the money is for Books/CD’s.

“How to Love Yourself”
The words that we speak to ourselves shape our self-perception; how we see ourselves, and how we
act. Despite being told perhaps more than any other generation to love and believe in themselves,
this generation struggles more than any other with anxiety, self-loathing, and low self-esteem. In this
talk, speaker and author Chris Stefanick tackles the lies which hold us captive to these struggles, and
boldly shares the Good News of Jesus Christ—that Love Himself has come to redeem us, and
destined us for eternal glory.

“Seven Deadly Sins, Seven Lively Virtues”
Join noted Professor of Theology and author, Fr. Robert Barron, in this revealing presentation as he
sheds light on the Seven Deadly Sins - those great spiritual blocks that inhibit our relationship with
God and others - and the antidote to them, the Seven Lively Virtues! Fr. Barron uses Dante's DIVINE
COMEDY to expose these sinful patterns in our lives and show how they are effectively counteracted
by the cultivation of virtue through the development of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. This fascinating journey shows the
path that God has designed to lead us to health, happiness and holiness.

“Amazing Grace”
Celebrating Motherhood, one great story at a time! "Amazing Grace for Mothers" will lift your heart
and send your spirit soaring. You will laugh, you will cry, but most of all you will be refreshed by
stories of love, inspiration, miracles, and God's amazing grace. This collection of 101 stories will
bring you the faith, warmth and support of other women, all dedicated to the same glorious role motherhood. "Amazing Grace for Mothers" is the perfect gift for any mom, whatever stage of
motherhood she is in. Experience God's love. Experience His Amazing Grace.

WECONNECT PARISH

HOLY FAMILY’S NEW MOBILE APP
EVENTS CALENDAR
PARISH NOTIFICATIONS
DAILY READINGS
Follow the daily readings from home.

TO SIGN UP
Developed for iPhone/iPad and Android

iPhone Users
Text: ParishApp1 to 800-950-9952

Android Users
Text:ParishApp2 to 800-950-9952

Have questions? Call the parish office during normal business hours.
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WEDNESDAY MORNINGS
6:15 am—7:15 am OR
THURSDAY EVENINGS
5:45—6:45 pm
All meetings in St. Mary’s Hall

—Join us for —
Scripture Study - where we study the readings
for the upcoming weekend Mass. Wednesday

mornings from 10:00-11:00 am. In St. Mary’s Hall
Come as often as your schedule allows!
Bring a mask and your Bible. Don’t have a Bible?
We have extras.

*New program and content
*New-multi speaker format
*Socially distanced
*Registration NOT required
Give it a try; we think you will
be glad you did.
“This is an amazing program. Men I
want you there, and Ladies, get
them there!” quote from a Grand

MEN, IT IS NOT TO
LATE TO JOIN US
What a great opportunity
to grow closer to Jesus
Christ during this Advent
Season
That Man is You! successively
considers the three most
important relationships in a
man’s life: his relationship
with God, with his spouse and
with his children!

Rapids area Priest

Many of us are
still not
venturing far
from our homes to
attend Mass or Adult Faith
Formation events, and since the majority of our Faith
Formation classes are being held virtually, we are ReIntroducing FORMED to our Parish Family. Watch the
parish face book page and your weekly emails for
recommendations on materials to watch, read or listen to.
We will help you discover thousands of books, audio talks,
movies, documentaries, and studies…….there is
something for every member of the family to help them
grow closer to Christ and His Church. Until then, be sure
you and your family are signed up (at no cost to you) so
you are ready to take advantage of the thousands of
options available. Visit FORMED.org or search FORMED

from your favorite APP Store.
Already have an account?
1.
2.
3.
4.

Visit FORMED.org
Click sign in
Enter your email
Click the link in your email
& you are all set

Want to create a FORMED
account?
1) Visit FORMED.org or go to
our parish website
2) Click sign up
3) Select I belong to a parish
4) Search for Holy Family
Caledonia MI or 49316
5) Enter your email and you
are all set.

“Blessed is She” is launching this
Advent!
As women we often spend so much time caring for others,
now it’s your time to feed your own spiritual life.
All women of the parish and their guests are invited to join
us as we jump into the 2020 Advent reflection
devotional, Maranatha: The Story of Our Savior. This is a
daily journey of inviting Jesus into your life and discovering
more of who He is throughout the Advent season.
Each week offers Scripture exploring this main theme of
Who Jesus Christ is, a theological understanding of the
week’s sub-theme, two stories by talented writers, and
questions to journal with. Weekly you will be invited to
meditate in quiet prayer before the Blessed Sacrament if
you are able, as well as connect with other women from our
parish on this same journey with you.

Join us for this life-changing experience of seeing and
welcoming Jesus with new eyes! Kick off will be midNovember. Please watch communications in upcoming
bulletins for a kick-off gathering prior to Advent. Cost is
$25 to cover the cost of the book. (Scholarships are
available) Registration is necessary before November 5 to
allow time for the materials to arrive. Individuals can
register at the parish website or pick up a form on the CD
table outside the parish office.
Contact Lori in the parish office if you have any questions.

WE ARE CALLED AS A FAMILY TO KNOW, LOVE AND SERVE GOD.

KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS
ONGOING
CLOTHING
DRIVE

Blood Drive
Holy Family will be hosting the next Caledonia Community Church blood
drive on Tuesday, November 10 from 1:00 to 6:30 pm. By sharing 50
minutes of time you could save someone’s life. Help your community by
giving the gift of life to a patient in need. Masks and social distancing will
still be observed.
Beginning Aug. 17, Versiti started performing the SARS CoV-2 antibody test
on all blood donations. For FAQ’s on this topic, go to https://
www.versiti.org/home/coronavirus-information#FAQs.
2021 blood drives (Tuesday): Jan 12, Mar 9, May 11, July 13, Sept 14, Nov 9
Streamline your process for check in by doing an online verification ON THE
DAY OF YOUR DONATION. Log into https://www.versiti.org/versipass/
michigan-versipass then click this hyperlink
review education
materials, complete the online questions and bring printed or mobile
confirmation to your scheduled appointment (without this confirmation you
will be asked to fill out the questions again).
Appointment times are every 5 minutes. Donors without appointments will
be fit into an open timeslot. If interested in donating blood you may sign up
at https://bit.ly/CCCdonateNov10 or call Char Mello, chairperson
616-901-2803. Please join us for good fellowship, trail mix and snacks.

Book of the Dead

Item they can accept are:

Throughout the month of November, a
shrine to honor and pray for our deceased
loved ones will be situated near Mary’s
statue in the church. All are welcome to add
the names of departed loved ones to the
Book of the Dead, located at the shrine. As a parish family, we
continue to pray for the repose of their souls, and for all who continue
to mourn their loss.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and may perpetual Light
shine upon them.
May they rest in Peace. Amen.
May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the Mercy of God, rest in Peace. Amen.
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The Knights of Columbus have a
white bin at the northwest corner of
the parking lot for collection of
clothing. The clothing is collected
& distributed by World Mission
Clothing. It's easier and more
convenient than making the trip to
Goodwill!

•

clothing

•

hats

•

belts

•

purses

•

linens

•

shoes

Please be sure to place all items in a
plastic bag before putting in the bin
or World Mission will not take them.
The Knights will get money back for
the clothing collected so they are
able to donate to causes in need.
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November: Remembering the Holy Souls in Purgatory
Our Catholic Faith encourages us to pray constantly for the dead. To remind and inspire us in this responsibility, the entire
month of November is devoted to prayer for the Souls in Purgatory. Our prayer offerings assist souls who pass from this
earth in a state of grace, but are still in need of purification before they are able to enter into the Pure Presence of God in
Heaven. Prayer for the dead also strengthens our connection with the Communion of Saints. By far, the most perfect
prayer and most beautiful spiritual gift we can offer for any soul, living or dead, is the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. The Mass
is the highest form of Catholic worship and the Holy Eucharist is the greatest source of God’s Grace. Consider offering
Mass for the intention of your loved ones.

Communion of Saints
In our Catholic Creed, we profess our belief in the Communion of Saints. What does this mean? It means that all souls
living and dead, past, present and future are spiritually united into the one Mystical Body of Christ, the Church, with Christ
Himself as our Head. As members of the same Body, we are called to aid each other on our way to salvation through our
prayer and care for each other. Souls on earth pray for each other in this life, seek intercession from saints in Heaven, and
pray for the souls in Purgatory. The souls in Purgatory, who can no longer pray for themselves or for others, rely on the
prayers of souls in Heaven and on earth to hasten their journey into Heaven. Souls in Heaven have no need of prayer:
They intercede for souls on earth and in Purgatory. Especially when we receive the Holy Eucharist, we are united and
share in Holy Communion with all disciples of Christ, past, present and future. Each member of this Communion of Saints
contributes for the good of all, and shares in the same blessings, Faith, Sacraments, spiritual graces and eternal reward.

Widow Group
The Widows Group is planning to start meeting once a month in the church beginning Friday, November 13 th at 10:30 am.
The hope of this meeting is to plan our year, set the dates for upcoming meetings, share ideas about how to minister to
our fellow widows, especially those that are shut-ins, create friendships and discern the best ways to go forward
ministering to new widows in the parish. Bring your creative ideas about how we can serve others during the Christmas
season and possibly renaming the group. Contact Chris Koryto at (616) 581-7520 for more information.
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The Holy Family Giving Tree will make it’s appearance in
the Narthex on November 19. Tags will have items listed
on them that you can purchase. Have all unwrapped gifts
returned to the giving tree no later than December 7.
Note: We will also be collecting men’s socks, knit hats, gloves
and plastic reading glasses for the jail ministry and veteran’s
home. These items can be returned and placed in the donation
containers. Thank you for your generosity.

