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A Message from
Deacon Don
Next to Advent and Christmas, Lent is one of
the most celebrated and revered seasons in the
year of the Catholic Church. Lent is a time to
prepare for the renewal of our life in the
Resurrection, and a renewal of our baptismal
experience of Jesus, our Risen Lord. The
word Lent comes from the Old English
word lencten or lengten, which means
to lengthen. This word was applied to the
season of the year when the days were
lengthening, the season known as Spring.
Lent and Spring, therefore bear similar
meanings. Ash Wednesday
(February 26) begins the season of Lent with
its conclusion being Holy Saturday
(April 11), the day before Christ’s resurrection
(Easter Sunday April 12). Because Sundays are
mini Easters, each Sunday in Lent is “in Lent”
not “of Lent.”
The season of Lent serves as one opportunity
for us as Christians to prepare for the coming
celebration of Easter. The season of Lent is
not made up of several opportunities for us to
pick and choose which services to attend. Each
service is intended to be a part of the total
preparation time of Lent. With that in mind,

please take advantage of this “one
opportunity” of six weeks to prepare for the
celebration of Easter. After these six weeks of
dedicated preparation, the Gospel
proclamation of Good Friday and Easter
Sunday will be that much more powerful for
you. Pray that God would grant this to you
this Lententide.
As Catholics, many of us are used to making
personal sacrifice pledges during Lent, such as
giving up chocolate, alcohol or coffee. But
with that sacrifice should be a pledge to give
something of ourselves, to walk in the path of
Christ. For us to be renewed, we have to take
some kind of spiritual journey. Call it a
spiritual work out. When we want to get
healthy, we exercise. Lent is a time for
spiritual training which makes us healthier.
That's part of it, but another part of it is
dieting and fasting. There's a difference
between abstaining and fasting, such as
abstaining from certain types of food like meat
on Fridays, while fasting is limiting the
amount of food you take. Downsizing is
another good word. That's one aspect, which
leads to renewal. We should also share the
fruits of our fasting. What we deny ourselves,
we have to give to somebody else. If we say we
are not going to Starbucks during Lent, we

should take the money we save by not going
to Starbucks, and put it aside and give it to the
food pantry. What we deny ourselves, we
need to place at the table of somebody who is
less fortunate and needy.
For those who have never participated in a
Lenten fast and who might want to try it this
year, here is how a Lenten fast is traditionally
practiced:
 The fast begins 40 days before Easter, not
counting Sundays. The first day of Lent is Ash
Wednesday.
 Sundays are excluded as fasting days.
 While most people choose to fast from
some type of food, some choose to fast from
things like television or social media. Part of
the purpose of a fast is to cultivate the spiritual
fruit of self-control.
 When you have a desire to do something
that is off limits during the fast, use that
as a prompt to spend time you would
have spent in that activity
praying or reading the
Bible.
May this Lententide lead you to
experience the awesome love
and power of Christ’s
Resurrection. God bless!

Considering Cremation?
As cremation becomes more popular, it is important to know what our Catholic Faith teaches about this
burial option. Although the Church prefers burial of the body, yes, Catholics can be cremated. Since 1963
the Church has allowed for cremation, so long as it is not chosen for reasons that are contrary to Christian
teaching. It may be done for reasons including hygienic, economic, or transit to a distant location for burial.
The Church teaches that cremated remains must be given the same respect as the body, made in God’s image
and likeness, and which once was a temple of the Holy Spirit. That being said, scattering, dividing, and the use of
cremated remains to fashion jewelry or other objects are not considered to be reverent dispositions. The reservation of
remains of the departed in a home or domestic residence is not permitted.
When cremation is chosen for a good reason, the full course of the Order of Christian Funerals
should still be celebrated. This includes the Vigil Service, the Funeral Liturgy, and the Rite of
Committal. The cremated remains of the body are to be sealed in a worthy container and laid to
rest at a sacred place, which includes burial or entombment in a cemetery. Burial can be made
on an in-ground burial plot or entombed in a columbarium niche. Both St. Mary and St. John
the Baptist Cemeteries have installed columbariums especially for cremated remains. Pre-planning your funeral is a
good way to assure that your final wishes are followed. If you are considering cremation, it is wise to discuss your
choice with your family, parish priest, or funeral director. For information regarding our cemeteries, please contact
Pete Krautkramer at (920) 725-7714 X427.
Visit your parish website: menashacatholicparishes.org for all current events, copies of bulletins and much more!
Parish Office: (920) 725-7714
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The new Credo Hymnals arrived on the First
Sunday of Advent, and hopefully they are becoming
more familiar with each passing week. Through the
generous donations of many individuals, the cost of
the program has been completely covered. When
you open a book, please be sure to pray for the
names on the book plate.
The books are broken up into three main
sections. The first section is the Order of the Mass,
including the sung responses that are used each Sunday.
The second part of the book is a collection of hymns and songs. You
will find many recognizable and favorite melodies. We will also be
learning some new material. In the preface of the book we are
reminded, “Old is not bad, simply because it is old; new is not better simply
because it is new. Our timeless deposit of faith is richer and invigorated through
the prudent blending of old treasures and new gems.” The Music Team at St.
Mary and St. John the Baptist does its best to keep this in mind each
week when planning the music. The third portion of the book is the
three year cycle of antiphons, readings, psalms, and gospel acclamations.
While this adds to the weight of the book, it also eliminates the need to
buy a separate lectionary every year. Over their lifetime, these hymnals
will save our parishes many thousands of dollars.
St. Augustine is credited with saying “To sing is to pray twice”. Please
pick up the hymnal and sing along. Active participation in the Liturgy
helps to create a vibrant parish community.

Upcoming Events
$25,000 Cash
Raffle
& Pasta Dinner
Saturday, May 2, 2020
4:30 - 7:30 pm

St. Mary & St. John the Baptist
Catholic Parishes
St. Mary Gymnasium
528 Second St.,
Menasha, WI

Welcome New Members!
It is great to have you as part of
our parish family!
SM:
John & Dale Grimmer
Michael & Cynthia Martin Family
Judith Miskoviak
Austin Rose
SJ:
Christopher Castonia
Halle Castonia
Luke & KaDree Fischer Family
David & Jami Jakubek
We look forward to helping you on your faith
journey!

Ash Wednesday,
February 26 at 8:10 am SM
and 6 pm SJ
Holy Thursday, April 9 at 6 pm SJ
Good Friday, April 10 at 12:30 pm SJ
Holy Saturday, April 11 at 8 pm SM
Easter Sunday, April 12 at
7 and 10:30 am SM and 9 am SJ

Volunteer Appreciation Lunch
To show our
appreciation
for all the
help we
receive, there
will be a
volunteer appreciation luncheon at SM on
February 20, with February 21 as a snow
day. We are so grateful for the generosity
of our parishioners’ hearts and would love
to have the opportunity to express our
gratitude. Please RSVP to the Parish office
by February 10.

Build Your Own
(BYO) Baked Potato
and Salad Bar

Did you know Eucharistic
Adoration is available before
our Weekday Masses at both
parishes?
Tuesdays & Fridays
7 am - 8 am at SM,
Wednesdays & Thursdays
6:50 am - 7:20 am at SJ,
Wednesdays
(during Faith Formation)
from 5 pm - 7:15 pm at SM

Parish Eucharistic Day of
Adoration

March 19, 2020. Starts with Mass
at 8:10 am at St. Mary. Adoration will be
available all day in church. The
Join the Knights of Columbus
Mark your calendars for
Elementary School children also
for a full breakfast including
Saturday, March 21. We
participate in Adoration. The day will
their famous Pączkis on Sunday,
will be having our Third
end with Benediction at 2:30pm. Come
January 19, and Sunday, February 16,
annual “All-you-can-eat” baked potato and and spend time with Jesus!
from 8am - 12:15pm in Msgr. Hummel
salad bar, with all the fixings, plus some
Hall, SM Cafeteria. Cost for Adults is $8 you didn’t even know you wanted! It will
and Children 4-12 are $5. Proceeds from be held Saturday March 21 from 4:00 the breakfasts will go towards the parishes, 7:00 pm in Msgr. Hummel Hall. Watch
January to SJ and February to SM.
the bulletin for more information.
Hope to see you there!

Save the dates! Knights of
Columbus Breakfasts

January 2020

Parish Event
Scrapbook
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Jolly Holly Day
Craft, Candy
and Cookie Sale

Thanksgiving Meal

Youth Ministry

Annual Meeting

40 Days for Life!

Rosary Coast to Coast
Senator Roger Roth
Joined us!

We need YOU in these pictures.
Be a part of the
LIFE of our Parishes!

Advent Lessons &
Carols

January 2020

St. Mary and St. John the Baptist Faith Formation
In the short time I have been here, I have experienced an overwhelming amount of welcome, support, and sense of community in Christ.
Each one of us is at a different place on our faith journey, but that is
what makes us, you and me, as the Body of Christ so beautiful and unique! We all
have our own stories to share with others so that we might learn from and walk with
one another on this journey we call life; I look forward to hearing many more of your
stories and walking with you all on this journey of faith!
Please join me in praying for our Faith Formation students and families as we walk
together to be educated and grow in our faith, trust, and relationship with God.

Some important dates to remember:
Jan. 8 - First Communion Parent Session 6:05 pm
Jan. 22 - “Living Rosary” Presentation by Frank and Trudy Bonack
Jan. 29 - First Communion Parent and Candidate “Mass Explained”
Feb. 26 - Ash Wednesday Mass at St. John the Baptist at 6pm
Feb. 29 - Parent & Candidates First Communion Retreat 9 am - Noon at St. Mary Cafeteria
Mar. 18 - Family Night of Reconciliation
Mar. 25 - Stations of the Cross 6 pm & Confirmation Final Interviews 5 pm
April 22 - First Communion Rehearsal
April 26 - First Communion 10:30 am Mass at St. Mary
May 3 - Confirmation at 9 am Mass at St. John the Baptist
May 6 - Last Class - Parent Night with Closing Prayer in Church 6:45 pm
May 13 - Catechist and volunteer dinner!
God bless you now and ALLways!
Bethany Doll, Faith Formation Coordinator - 920-725-7714 ext. 424
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WELCOME Bethany Doll!
Faith Formation
Coordinator!
Hello everyone,
My name is Bethany Doll,
and I am very excited that
you have welcomed me to
join your parish family
and community! I am
currently a senior at St. Norbert College
finishing my Theology and Religious
Studies degree. I’ll be in the parish office
most Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
afternoons and evenings so feel free to
drop by and say “hi”! I look forward to
getting to know all of you.
Fun fact about me: I love learning about
the saints and my favorite saint is
St. Teresa of Calcutta. “Love begins by
taking care of the closest ones, the ones at
home” ~Mother Teresa
Each day is an opportunity to bring a smile
to our loved ones, to our families, friends
and neighbors. Let’s let the love and joy of
Christ permeate our beings this week and
share that joy with everyone we meet.

Youth Ministry
It has been so amazing to be working in these wonderful parishes. This community here is so very welcoming and loving. When I
first came, the staff welcomed me right away into their family and are always very helpful whenever I have questions.We have had a
few events and Lock-Ins this year and have had a blast. One of the favorite games to play at Lock-Ins is Romans vs. Christians. We
select some people to be Romans and their goal is to get all the Christians into jail before the Christians find the church. The catch
is that there is a “secret Christian” within the Romans and their goal is to make the church for the Christians to find refuge and be
safe in. If all the Christians find the church before the Romans do, they win! The High school core team is doing an amazing job at
becoming leaders and using their unique skills they all have at the Lock-Ins. We will be having some more fun events coming up
this coming year with the youth. I want to thank you for all the support that you give me!
God Bless, Christina Marchel – Youth Ministry Intern
St Mary Catholic Schools - St. Mary Elementary School News

Did you know that:
and there is a new crop harvested
Our very own St. Mary Elementary
every other month. We look forward
School was one of 8 schools in the
to trying to grow a variety of crops.
Diocese of Green Bay to have the
 We have a focus on kindness and
highest percentage of growth in
every month students are challenged
enrollment for this school year.
to notice acts of kindness around
 We have a hydroponic planter in our
them. In November we noticed 109
entryway that grows a
acts of kindness.
substantial amount of
 Our Winter Escape event is being
delicious lettuce that has
held in the school gym on January 24th
been shared with our
at 7pm. This year we have a Hawaiian
school families, kitchen,
theme. We look forward to sharing a
and our community. The
great night of fun with you.
fifth grade class has taken
This is our biggest school fundraiser
ownership of this project
and the proceeds directly impact our


school and
students. The
funds are used for
needed classroom
supplies,
technology
updates, and
student materials. We are also
looking to use funds to make some
improvements to our playground.
We invite you to come check
out all the great things
happening at St. Mary
Elementary School.
Sandra Piotrowski - Principal

