
St. Mary Parish Council Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, September 14, 2022

Present: Austin Rose, Fr. Michael Lightner, Ann Hoernke, Joel Kuplack, Carol Van Marter, Dr.
Susan Allen, Joe Fahley
Excused: Joe Lukasik, Michael Sajbel
Guest: Steve Siegel

Father Mike opened the meeting at 5 pm with a prayer.

Austin motioned to approve the agenda and Carol seconded it. Agenda was approved.

The minutes from the July 13 meeting were approved via email, and it has been decided to do
that going forth since it allows the minutes to be posted on the website sooner.

Andrea Spencer notified the council that she needs to step back from her responsibilities as the
representative of the education committee. That position is now open along with leads for the
safety and scrip committees. Steve will post those open positions in the bulletin and in the
announcements before Mass.

Fr. Mike’s Update:
● Steve Pable, from St. Gabriel parish, is the new Director of Adult Faith Formation. He is

currently assessing the needs of the 5 Neenah-Menasha parishes and working on
coordinating a common calendar.

● Renovation of the sanctuary is tentatively scheduled to begin Oct 3 with a completion
before Christmas. The start date was pushed back due to Diocesan paperwork.
Weekday Mass location will need to change to accommodate the workers. Right now it is
planned to have the Tuesday morning Mass at St. John’s and the Friday morning school
Mass for students only, and held in the cafeteria. The Wednesday evening Mass and
weekend Masses will not need to be moved since they occur outside of workers’ hours.

● Father was asked by a Diocesan “Catholics in Action” group to do a presentation about
his calling to be a priest. That presentation will be at Xavier’s Fine Arts Theater on
Monday, Sept 19 at 7 pm.

● There will be a Boot Camp Saturday, Sept 17 here at St Mary parish.
● A bigger garage is being built at the cemetery to accommodate the cemetery equipment

and truck plus have room to maintain that equipment. The old garage will be torn down.

Trustee Update:
Mass attendance has been trending upward. The 11 am Mass has had over 200 people every
weekend except for the two holiday weekends, and the 6 pm Mass has been consistently over
100 except for 95 on Labor Day weekend.

New Business:
Joe Lukasik sent a report that electrical outlets in the school that didn’t meet code, have been
repaired. The 3rd St parking lot and the Appleton St parking lot have been sealed and lined. The



Appleton St hedges have been pruned and cleaned up. Students will be recruited to help with
fall raking. The school entrance has been professionally landscaped, and the Appleton St
parking lot landscaping will be redone too. An experienced parishioner will inspect the school
roofs in the near future.

Michael sent a report that the Welcome Weekend was well-attended. He wanted to thank Carol
Van Marter, Austin Rose, the Kelleher family, Joel and Sharon Kuplack, Joe and Jean Sell, and
Steve Siegel for organizing it. Ann would like to see new members’ names published in the
bulletin when they join, similar to how we acknowledge baptisms. Michael also mentioned that
we now have welcome envelopes for visitors in the pews. He would like to see a modification of
the welcome announcement before Masses to make visitors aware of the envelopes.

Susan informed the Council about a pro-life presentation, “The Most Persuasive Pro-Life
Argument,” hosted by St Mary and St John parishes at St John’s on Monday, October 3 at 6 pm.
The speaker is Emily Albrecht - speaker, writer, coach with Equal Rights Institute.

Adjournment:
Fr Mike closed the meeting with a prayer. The meeting adjourned at 6 pm. The next meeting is
at 5 pm on Wednesday, October 12, 2022.

***Committee leaders are asked to send any updates to Joe Fahley ahead of the meeting.
All Council members are asked to come up with ways to encourage camaraderie after the
Saturday 6 pm Mass.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Hoernke
Secretary Trustee


