
St. Mary Parish Council Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, July 13, 2022

Present: Austin Rose, Fr. Michael Lightner, Ann Hoernke, Joel Kuplack, Carol Van Marter, Dr.
Susan Allen, Mike Anderson, Michael Sajbel, Joe Lukasik, Joe Fahley

Excused: Andrea Spencer

Father Mike opened the meeting at 5 pm with a prayer.

Ann motioned to approve the agenda and Austin seconded it. Agenda was approved.

The minutes from the May 11 meeting were approved via email, and it has been decided to do
that going forth since it allows the minutes to be posted on the website sooner.

Mike Anderson notified the council that due to other commitments, he needs to step back from
his responsibilities as the leader of the safety/security committee. The council thanked him for
his years of service.

Fr. Mike’s Update:
● The Director of Adult Faith Formation position is still not filled. There are three

candidates, but the search committee is still discussing the interview process.
● Fr Nonito Barra is the new priest at St. Margaret Mary and Fr Judah Pigon is at St.

Patrick. Fr Jude Egbuna is living with Fr Mike in our rectory while assigned to hospital
ministry. He may be helping out occasionally at St. John and St. Mary parishes
depending on his schedule.

● Nathan Heenan has been hired as our Youth Minister. We are raffling off an electric bike
to help with funds for the Youth Ministry program.

● There are several other staff positions open - an administrative assistant, a musician to
help Kim, and a cemetery coordinator. We also need help with lawncare at the cemetery.

● Renovation of the sanctuary will hopefully begin in September with a completion before
Christmas.

● Father has an upcoming meeting with the Winnebago County Sheriff to discuss his ideas
for a law enforcement ministry.

Welcome Committee/ Welcome Table:
Michael Sajbel shared progress on improving hospitality. He has made initial contact with our
Greeters to meet about helping man the Welcome Table. He needs to pursue that further.
Michael, Ann Hoernke, and Steve Siegel met to discuss ideas on improving our Welcome
folders. Some materials were modified. It was decided to reestablish our Welcome envelopes in
the pews as an initial contact with visitors. The wording for the announcements was modified to
make note of those envelopes.

Discussion ensued regarding hosting a Welcome Weekend for new members of our parish to
meet each other and get acquainted with our staff and parish leaders. The date would be Sept
10-11 to coincide with St. John’s Welcome Weekend. There would be a gathering after each



Mass. We have had 47 families join our parish since July of 2021. Michael will organize a
committee to plan the event. Carol volunteered to be part of that committee.

It was questioned as to why we aren’t posting the new members in the bulletin like we do with
baptisms. Ann will pursue this with Dcn Don who organizes the bulletin.

Trustee Update:
Ann shared the final numbers for the “one by One” campaign, which ended June 30. According
to the diocese, our parish raised $503,240 which was 79% of the goal. There were 103 families
that participated.

Adjournment:
Father motioned to adjourn the meeting and Carol seconded it. Fr Mike closed the meeting with
a prayer. The meeting adjourned at 6:05 pm. There will not be a meeting in August. The next
meeting is at 5 pm on Wednesday, September 14, 2022.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Hoernke
Secretary Trustee


