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 Whether you are visiting, recently moved here or are returning to your Catholic faith, we want to
welcome you to Our Lady of the Ozarks. 

Our parish is committed to inviting and supporting every parishioner to become a disciple of
Christ, building His Kingdom through prayer, fellowship and service to others. 

 We look forward to meeting you and encourage you to connect with the people and ministries of
our parish community. Please call the parish office and let the friendship begin.

Serving with the joy of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

Welcome Blessings

Weekend Mass Time: 
Sunday 8:30 am                                      
Weekday Mass Times: 
Wed & Fri - 9:00 am

Our Lady of the Ozarks Mission
Statement

We are called to walk with Christ, serving
with joy, love and mercy.  We bring our
talents and shortcomings, our histories,
and our hopes.   

But most of all, we bring our shared faith
and love of Jesus.  We are blessed to
belong to Our Lady of the Ozarks
Catholic Church.
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Sacrament Preparation

Have questions regarding the Sacraments or seeking information
about the Catholic Church? 
Please contact the Office / Dcn. Dan.

Marriage: Requires at least six months advance notice for preparation
and scheduling. (If you have been married before, an annulment may
be necessary.) 

Infant/Youth Baptism: Your family needs to be registered in the parish
and it is necessary to have had class / catechesis regarding baptismal
preparation.

OCIA Adult Baptism/Confirmation: Interested in becoming a Catholic
or are a Catholic adult who has not been Confirmed?  Let’s talk about
your next steps.

Visitation of the Sick: If you know someone who is homebound and
desires Communion, call Deacon Dan. Anointing of the Sick: please call
Our Lady of the Lake Church (417) 334-2928 and request to speak to a
priest.

Date                 Mass Intention                                        Lectors                                                                 Gift Bear
Sun 9/21         Shirley Lang +                                 Marilyn / Carla                                             Dennis and Marcia Franko
Wed 9/24       Sang Lee Booth +                                 Marilyn
Fri 9/26           Maybelle Loughner +                          Charlene

Sun 9/28         Mary Bush +                                      Carolyn / Charlene                                     Laura Cairns and Charlene Hartley   
Wed 10/1        Theo Strom +                                           Dennis
Fri 10/3            1  Friday Deceased Souls +                     Kayst

                      Parish Calendar of Events

We pray for those who are ill, those in despair, and the homebound. We ask
for the heavenly intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary. May she envelope
them with her maternal protection.

For parishioners; for health-related issues: Denny & Darlene Bissell, Mary
Bloomgren, Penny O’Connor, Kathy Strader, Leonard Gross, Debbie Davis,
Gary Hickox, Arlis Stillings, and former parishioner Mary Little.

For family & friends: Sandy Schumacher’s brother, Kirk and niece Lisa,
Carolyn Townsend’s husband Bud, Patt Strom’s niece Shannon and
granddaughter Jennifer, David and Carol Sanchez’s nephew Julian, Gary
Hickox’s wife Sharon, and Carla Schmitz’s brother in-law Roger

Our homebound includes those in care facilities: Janice Elledge, Ann
Forster, Mary Lamp, Trini Scholefield, and Joyce Stenger.
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Safe Environment - Report Abuse

If you suspect or have a concern regarding misconduct or abuse, use the Report Abuse online access via the Diocesan wepage,
www.dioscg.org. then click on Report Abuse, and/or call the Director of Child and Youth Protection: William Holtmeyer, 
417-866-0841

Prayers Requested from Parishioners

http://www.dioscg.org/


Save the Dates
Sept 8-12, 15-19, 22-24 – Set Up Days 9am-2pm 
Sep 21 Sunday – Parishioners can shop after Mass
Sept 22 Monday- Furniture can be brought -Last Day for Donations 
Sept 24– 25 Wed & Thurs morning- bring in baked goods for bake sale 
Sept 25-27 Days of Bake Sale Sept 28 Sunday – pack up remaining items & clear Hall 
Sept 29 Monday- Rest
Sept 30 Tuesday - Rest
Oct 1 Wednesday – Caring Community to pick-up remaining items 
Oct 1 Wednesday after Mass - Kitchen Clean Up - Help needed

Give 5 graduates are making
an extraordinary difference 
across Missouri. Together, these 
volunteers contribute an 
estimated $6.7 million per year
in service to local nonprofits. 
A 670% return on the state’s 
annual investment in the 
program.

More than number, this impact
reflects a deeper story: older
adults using their experience, 
talents, and passions to create 
stronger connections, healthier
neighborhoods, and more
reilient communities. 
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Hey Deacon!
By Deacon Dan Vaughn

Bye, bye Miss America Pie…
the day the music died: Remembering Charlie Kirk 

 
On September 10, I was traveling to Tampa, Florida to attend the National
Association of Diaconate Directors (NADD) board meeting. As the board
member representing Region 9 (Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, and Iowa) of
the USCCB, I have the responsibility to communicate the “state-of-the-
diaconate” for my region. I was in between flights when I heard the news that
Charlie Kirk had been shot by a would-be assassin. After I landed in Tampa, I
learned that he had died.
  

On September 10, 2025, America was changed again. This time for the worse, because the evil came from within. Kirk, a rare,
young, new and generational leader, was murdered for having vision of an America that focused on returning to conservative
Christian values. A return to faith, family, and moral living. He desired to end division, violence and hatred. He envisioned an
America where public discourse can be freely and peacefully debated; to bring about independent thinking and rejecting
today’s extreme ideologies.
 
One of Kirk’s dear friends, Gia Chacon, had this to say about Charlie in an article she wrote for “National Catholic Reporter”. 
 
“As a Catholic, I cannot look at Charlie’s assassination and stop at grief because that can lead to despair. Our faith teaches that
suffering, even when it seems senseless, can bear fruit.” Chacon went on to referenced Tertullian, an early writer of the
Church, quoting, “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church.” Charlie was not a martyr in the technical sense, but his
life and his death will not be wasted. It is my hope that his legacy and voice will shape generations to come.
 
Ironically, Kirk was asked just a few months ago how he would want to be remembered upon his death. He responded, “I want
to be remembered for courage for my faith. That would be the most important thing. The most important thing is my faith.” 
 
After the senseless shooting at Annunciation Catholic Church in Minneapolis last month, Kirk was asked if there is a God, why
is there evil in the world? He responded, “The cross is God’s answer to evil. The question should not be ‘why does evil exist?’
Instead, it should be ‘what has God done about it?’ And the cross is the answer.”
 
Throughout his career, Kirk encouraged young people to get married and start families, argued against abortion and gender
ideology, and worked to inspire college students to follow Christ.
 
Charlie’s death is a warning of how far our country has strayed. But it is also a call to action; to live with the courage he
exemplified, to speak truth without fear and, to bring faith into public life without apology. Charlie’s life demands this of us.
And it may be the only answer that can save this nation.
 
And the three men I admire most
 The Father, Son and the Holy Ghost
 They caught the last train for the coast
 The day the music died

Charlie Kirk, 31-years old, was a good Christian man, a husband, and a father of two young children. A conservative man
having high moral character. He was always willing to debate those who had a different view but without belittling them. His
hope was to help them to think for themselves, to see things differently in the hope of changing their hearts and minds. 
 
It was just 24 years earlier, on September 11, 2001, that the world changed due to an attack on the U.S. from a terrorist nation.
The attack shook us to the core. American’s rallied and came together. We put political differences aside and united ourselves in
a common bond of faith, freedom, and liberty.
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https://form.jotform.com/91428400503144

Upcoming Cursillo Weekends in the Diocese:
Women's Weekend

Date: October 9 - 12, 2025
 Location: Carthage, MO

 
The Cursillo® Movement pursues two purposes or objectives.
The immediate purpose is to provide a conduit for living what
is fundamental for being a Christian, namely, the on-going and
total conversion of the person. Simply explained, the purpose
of the Cursillo Movement is that we become the Good News,
and that our actions naturally turn out to be evangelical in our
daily lives.
 
Sign-Up Online below and list Deacon Dan as your sponsor,
your Cursillista (Cursillo Alum)

To purchase an ad, contact:
Mike Rivera

mikerivera@ollbranson.com
417-527-4367

https://form.jotform.com/91428400503144
mailto:mikerivera@ollbranson.com


Page 6

Page 6

SPRINGFIELD – Sep 24 thru Nov 2
 

40 Days for Life is an internationally coordinated 40-day campaign that aims to end abortion locally through
prayer and fasting, community outreach, and a peaceful all-day vigil in front of abortion businesses. It is held every
year in the fall and during Lent. It has helped close 181 Planned Parenthood centers and saved over 25,000 lives.

This fall, the campaign will be held September 24 through November 2, 2025, at Springfield Planned Parenthood,
626 East Battlefield Rd, Springfield . You, your family, friends, and/or group are invited to sign up: 

https://www.40daysforlife.com/en/springfieldmo

https://www.40daysforlife.com/en/springfieldmo
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Forsyth Area Chamber of Commerce Harvest Moon & Highland Games
Saturday October 4, 2025 10:00 am – 4:00 pm

Our Lady of the Ozarks is having a “Community Friendship Booth” this year with the goal
of just making ourselves more visible in the community.
I am asking the youth of our parish if they would not mind assisting Craig Pollard and
Myself in manning the booth. We plant to have a few ‘Catholic’ and non-Catholic trinkets
to hand out. Hope to have a fun activity to engage the youth that stop by and offer
everyone a neighborly smile.
We will have a youth meeting on Sunday, September 21, after the Sunday Mass.



Darrel & Susan Bearden

Snapp Bearden 
Funeral  Home and Crematory

Ozarks Memorial Park 417-546-4757

Substance Use Disorder & Mental Health Treatment 
For the Whole Family

417-527-8877
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