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The long-awaited decision in the case of Dobbs v Jackson Women’s Health Organization has been announced today by 
the U.S. Supreme Court. This decision overturns the 1973 Roe v Wade decision and effectively closes a shameful period 
in American history that witnessed the evil and legalized killing of 60 million unborn babies throughout the United 
States of America.

While the Catholic Church in the United States, the faithful of the Diocese of Fort Worth, other men and women of 
good will, and I have prayed and worked diligently for this day to arrive, we must thank God and acknowledge that this 
decision does not end our work for unborn children and their mothers and fathers. We must be mindful that at the heart 
of our prayers and labor is not the changing of law but the conversion of hearts — including our own — towards greater 
gratitude, respect, and love for each human person. Human beings are only as safe as the most vulnerable member of 
our society. If unborn babies are not protected by law and safe from harm, then it follows any injury to any person can 
be falsely justified by law and society.

The Diocese of Fort Worth through its Respect Life Office, working in concert with our 91 parishes and the many pro-
life apostolates in our area, will redouble our efforts to serve expectant mothers who are in duress and to promote the 
care and support for the pre-natal and early development of their children. It is inherent to the mission of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ entrusted to us as His Church to turn our hearts away from violence and death as the false solutions to 
our shared problems of poverty and sickness and turn towards solidarity and compassion for all of God’s children. This 
will entail an ongoing promotion of behaviors and policies that foster the safety and flourishing of family life anchored 
in a loving, healthy, respectful, and fruitful marriage between one man and one woman. The anchor of society is not 
the individual but the family. The family is indispensable for healing our social anarchy and the trauma experienced by 
survivors of abortion caused by closing our hearts and minds to God and to the design of His creation.

Let us pray for those men and women who have procured abortion and, in their suffering, now rage in anger. With the 
release of the Dobbs decision by the U. S. Supreme Court, I ask all Catholics in the Diocese of Fort Worth to remain 
prayerful, peaceful, and vigilant especially in case of possible intimidation or the outbursts of protesters and social 
agitators at Mass. Now is a time for perseverance and resilience in faith in Jesus Christ who alone can grant us peace.

Sincerely Yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Michael F. Olson, STD, MA 
Bishop of Fort Worth
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