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June 3, 2021 

 

Dear parishioners of Saint Ann and Saint George, 

As you know, last March Bishop DeGrood announced that Saint Ann and Saint George parishes would be 

linked beginning on July 1. This will mean that the Mass schedules at both parishes will undergo a number 

of changes to accommodate the new arrangement for both communities. 

I have now met with the parish and finance councils of both parishes. First, we met separately to discuss 

the particular needs of both parishes. All the councils then met together in the same setting to discuss the 

needs of both parishes. I am very grateful for their input and wise insights, and for their love for the 

parishes they know well. This consultation has helped me to determine the Mass times that we will start 

with on July 1.  

In coming to a decision, I also sought the guidance of Bishop DeGrood. I am very grateful to Matt Althoff, 

the Diocese’s Chancellor, for his assistance in bringing examples from other parish linkages within our 

diocese. I also wish to thank Fr. Bob Krantz, for his advice and support, and most especially for his many 

years of dedicated service as pastor and spiritual father to the parishioners of Saint Ann and Saint Patrick. 

In approaching the upcoming schedule changes, some of the essential considerations that I reviewed with 

the councils included: 

a) The average number of Mass attendees and the number of registered households in each of the 

parishes. 

b) How we can keep the sacraments available to the wider parish communities as much as possible? 

c) How do we help both parishes maintain their unique parish community identities, including their 

parish traditions and customs? 

d) How do we allow for the pastor to have informal contact with parishioners after Sunday Masses? 

e) How do we allow for adequate time for the necessary preparation for the reverent celebration of 

the sacraments and pastoral care of families? 

f) The Church’s expectation that a priest should only celebrate three Sunday Masses. 

As councils we decided that one aspect of the schedule is that we will not have an alternating Mass 

schedule between the parishes.  This decision was arrived at after considering the experiences of other 

parishes in our diocese and some of the unique realities that arise from our parishes being located so 

close to Sioux Falls.  

Over the coming months we will see how the schedule fulfills these needs and whether any modifications 

will need to be made. I will rely on input from the councils and from all of you as we see how the schedule 

works. 
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The schedule for both parishes will be as follows: 

Saint George  Saint Ann 
Masses    Masses 
Saturday 5:00pm  Sunday 7:45am 
Sunday 9:30am     
     
Thursday 5:30pm (followed by adoration)  Tuesday 5:30pm 
Friday 8:00am  Wednesday 8:30am 
First 
Saturdays  

8:30am (preceded and followed by confessions) 
 

   

       
Confessions    Confessions   
Saturday 3:30pm – 4:30pm  Tuesday 6:15pm – 6:45pm 
Thursday 6:15pm – 7:15pm     

 

Based on the new schedule, future weddings may be scheduled up to no later than 1:30pm. 

I understand that any new schedule will require sacrifice and changes in routine for all of you. In our case, 

both parishes will experience a significant alteration to the Mass times that have been in place for a very 

considerable time. I ask for your understanding and patience, but also that you continue to give God the 

gift of your presence and sacrifice in coming to Mass every Sunday, holy days of obligation, and on other 

days. I pray that you will find unexpected blessings and spiritual fruits as a result of the changes being 

asked of you.  

Also know that this linkage is more than just a formality. With time we can create a community where we 

share our resources to help each parish grow in faith and as communities of disciples of Christ who are 

dedicated to spreading His Kingdom in the world around us. I believe that we can do this while maintaining 

and even deepening each parish’s distinct traditions, identities and missions. As always you are welcome 

to attend Mass at either parish if you are unable to make it to Mass at your own parish. 

Let us entrust this time of change to our patrons, Saint Ann and Saint George. Saint Ann was the mother 

of the Blessed Virgin whose humble obedience to the will of God was the keystone of her fidelity to God 

and sanctity as well as of God’s plan for our redemption. This humble docility to God is something that 

Saint Ann would have taught her daughter by word and example. Saint George is a martyr who did not 

flinch from sacrifice so as to be faithful to Jesus, his Lord and his redeemer. Let us ask our patrons to 

intercede for both parishes at this time as we adapt to the changes and sacrifices that God is asking of us 

but which will also be the source of many blessings and a growth in holiness. Let us also encourage and 

pray for vocations to the priesthood and religious life-including from our own parishes - that are so 

necessary for the life of the church, and the sanctification and salvation of souls. 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

 

Fr. Paul King 


