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Chapter 18
THE FINAL MILE: Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
GOAL The goal of this Edge Night is for the youth to understand that Jesus desires to bring us healing and that through the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick, those who are seriously ill can receive spiritual and, at times, physical healing.

MAIN IDEAS
 • Regardless of whether suffering and illness happen in our final mile of life or throughout our lives, Jesus is with us in our suffering. 
• This ability to heal is passed on to the Church, who carries out Christ’s healing through prayer and the means of “touch” in the sacraments. In this case, the ministry of healing is passed to us through the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick. 
• When we unite our suffering with Jesus’ suffering and pray for others in the midst of our pain, we can give our suffering even more meaning. The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick helps people offer their suffering in this way.

                                                                                   THE FINAL MILE 
• As we continue to talk about the finish line of our lives, heaven, and the journey to get there, we understand that sometimes the final miles, the last years of our lives, are filled with suffering or illness.
 • Regardless of whether suffering and illness happen in our final mile of life or throughout our lives, Jesus is with us in our suffering. 
• Suffering is a part of life because we live in an imperfect world.
 • When we suffer, it’s easy to be sad, despair, and even question why God would let something like this happen. Suffering can cause us to turn inward and isolate ourselves from God and others; however, suffering can also lead us closer to Jesus. 
• Jesus does not want us to suffer alone. He came to Earth, suffered, died, and rose so that He could enter into our suffering with us, walk with us, and heal us. We, in turn, should follow His example and surround those who are suffering with our presence and prayers. 
• One way that Jesus heals us and reminds us not only of His presence, but also of the support of a community, is through the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick. 
• The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is for those who are seriously ill or close to death. It entrusts them to Jesus, giving them the help they need in their final mile. It also helps the person have strength, peace, and courage to make it through their suffering without falling into temptation, discouragement, or fear of death
How does the Anointing of the Sick help those seriously ill or close to death?_____________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


                                                                         THE DIVINE PHYSICIAN

 • God loves all of you. You are a unity of body and soul; therefore, God cares about both. God desires to show His great love to us by bringing us healing, both in our bodies and our souls. 
• Because we are body and soul, Jesus uses physical means to bring about healing. We see this in the Gospels when Jesus asked the sick to believe and then healed them through physical means, such as mud and touch. 
• We see over and over, however, that Jesus first seeks spiritual healing. He tells people that they have been forgiven of their sins and then He physically heals them. 
• Because Jesus seeks first victory over sin and death, not all people are healed physically, but they are always given some degree of spiritual healing through the Sacrament. In the suffering of the sick though, the Church can be greatly helped
• Jesus wants to continue to heal us even now, so He passed on the ability to heal to His apostles: “In my name, they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 
• This ability to heal is passed on to the Church, who carries out Christ’s healing through prayer and means of “touch” in the sacraments. In this case, the ministry of healing is passed to us through the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick. 
• Anyone who is in danger of death from sickness, grave illness, old age, or before a serious operation can receive this sacrament, and it can be repeated as often as necessary. 
• The priest or bishop celebrates the Sacrament, but the broader community should be present if possible, whether this be at church, with family and friends, or with those present at a hospital, so that all present can surround the sick in a special way through their prayers and attention. 
• The Anointing of the Sick gives those at the point of death the strength they need to withstand the final struggles they face before entering the Father’s house. During this sacrament, the sick person can also go to the Sacrament of Reconciliation and receive the Eucharist. If this is done at the moment of death, it is called “viaticum,” meaning “strength for the journey,” to prepare one to enter heaven.
Look up some Gospels and site examples of Jesus being the Divine healer:________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Can the Anointing of the be repeated as necessary?__________________________________________
