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Chapter 20
Running Lanes: A lesson on the Sacraments at the Service of Communion
GOAL The goal of this Edge Night is to introduce the youth to the Sacraments at the Service of Communion and how they are revealed in Scripture

MAIN IDEAS
 • God gives us different vocations because He made us unique and calls each of us to holiness in our own way. 
• In the Old Testament, priests reminded the Israelites of God’s presence and offered sacrifices. Deacons, priests, and bishops do that today, but the sacrifice they share with us is Jesus’ perfect sacrifice.
• After the fall, people made a lot of mistakes in regard to marriage, forgetting God’s original plan. Jesus made matrimony a sacrament, reminding us how beautiful and important marriage is.

SHARE THE HOLINESS 
 • Just like runners have different preferences for the types of races they run, each one choosing what is best for their athletic abilities, God has specific plans for our lives that look different than what others choose or do.
 • God made us unique. He knows what works best for one person does not necessarily work best for another. He leads us to different vocations, knowing one person’s path to holiness is different than another person’s. 
• As we grow in our faith and ability to hear God’s voice, we come to discover which vocation, or way of life, He is calling us to. Our vocation is meant to bring us to holiness and ultimately, to heaven. It is our running lane toward the finish line. 
• There are two specific vocations that God has elevated to the level of a sacrament, which we will talk about during the next few Edge Nights — the Sacrament of Holy Orders and the Sacrament of Matrimony. 
• These are not the only vocations, but they are special as they are connected to other sacraments. To become a deacon, priest, or bishop, one must receive the Sacrament of Holy Orders. To be married, the husband and wife receive the Sacrament of Matrimony. 
• Holy Orders and Matrimony are special sacraments for another reason, too. All other sacraments center on one person. Baptism, Reconciliation, Confirmation, Eucharist, and Anointing of the Sick primarily focus on connecting the recipient to God. 
• Holy Orders and Matrimony, however, are about more than one person. Holy Orders helps the ordained man become holier. Matrimony helps both the husband and wife become holier. Both Matrimony and Holy Orders also help the ordained person and the married couple makes other people holier. 
• In Holy Orders, the deacon, priest, or bishop receives graces to help him be a special representative of Christ, sharing God’s grace with all people. In Matrimony, the husband and wife receive special graces to share God’s love with each other and their children. 
• Because these sacraments affect the lives of so many people, God has told us His plans for Holy Orders and Matrimony from the beginning. Throughout the Bible, we see the special dignity God gives to married couples and the ordained.

What makes the sacraments of Holy Orders and Matrimony different from the other sacraments?____
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A PRIEST FOREVER 
 • While deacons, priests, and bishops complete many tasks, their overall goal is to help others become holy. They do this in many ways, but especially through providing the sacraments. 
• In the Old Testament, God designated one group His chosen people — the tribe of Levi — to complete priestly tasks. It was the Levites’ special job to share God’s grace with the other Israelites, so they could share God’s grace with the world. The Levites did this by leading prayers and offering sacrifices to bring the Israelites closer to God. 
• The Levites’ prayers and sacrifices were never enough to repair their relationship with God, so they had to repeat them continuously. 
• When Jesus came, He kept the goal of the priesthood — sharing holiness with the world — the same, but He offered something much deeper than the Old Testament priests could give. 
• Jesus became the true priest, living out perfectly what the Old Testament priesthood was about. His sacrifice on the cross is the perfect sacrifice that the Levite priests could never achieve. His death reconnected humanity with God once and for all. 
• At the Last Supper, Jesus instituted the Eucharist so His perfect sacrifice could be made present again and again in the Church. He also instituted the Sacrament of Holy Orders and made the apostles His first priests, responsible for sharing His grace with the world. The same authority given to the apostles from Jesus is passed down to our priests through the Sacrament of Holy Orders.

What was so special about the tribe of Levi?________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

When was the sacrament of Holy Orders instituted?__________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Who were the first priests?______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

MAKING A MARRIAGE
• The Sacrament of Matrimony is a wonderful gift to the Church and to our world. Just like Holy Orders, we can go back to the Old Testament to see God’s plan for marriage. 
• When sin entered the world after the fall, it destroyed relationships — even married relationships. God’s chosen people forgot the beauty of marriage that Adam and Eve experienced in Eden and instead, began to make poor decisions in their marriages. 
• However, some Old Testament people lived God’s original plan for marriage. The Books of Ruth and Tobit tell stories of husbands and wives who sacrificed for each other, were faithful to each other, and deeply loved one another. The Song of Solomon poetically reminds us that human love and marriage should reflect God’s perfect love for us. 
• Jesus performed His first miracle at the wedding feast at Cana. He did this to show that marriage is good, important to God, and a sign of His presence. 
• Jesus also explicitly taught about God’s original plan for marriage. In His preaching, He reminds us that God created marriage to be between one man and one woman. He also tells us that marriage is meant to be indissoluble — men and women who are married are together forever, even when things get difficult. 
• Marriage and ordained life are beautiful, but it is difficult to live God’s perfect plan for these vocations. We need to support the married couples as well as the deacons, priests, and bishops in our lives as they serve God’s people. 
• At some point, you may feel God calling you to the Sacrament of Matrimony or, for young men, the Sacrament of Holy Orders. 
• You will have time during this Edge Night to think about these vocations more and begin praying about which vocation, or running lane, God may be calling you to. 
• Remember what we have just shared about God’s plan for these sacraments and know that if God wants these for you, He will give you the grace you need to answer the call and live it well

What makes Matrimony so special? Explain_________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
