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                                                               Chapter 11
                 JESUS IS A FRIEND OF MINE THE HARD SAYINGS OF JESUS

GOAL The goal of Jesus Is a Friend of Mine is to help teens understand the challenging teachings of Jesus in Scripture and cultivate a desire to live them out in their daily lives. 

KEY CONCEPTS 
• If Jesus is God, then we should listen to what He says and do what He asks of us, even when it is difficult. 
• Jesus is not a friend who enables bad or subpar behavior, but someone who calls us to be the best versions of ourselves. 
• The hard sayings of Jesus are very challenging and easily misunderstood, but they transform our hearts and fight against our desire towards selfishness and sin. 

KEY TERMS: (Define These)
Concupiscence______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Faith ________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

SCRIPTURE: Please look up the scriptures and fill in the blanks-http://usccb.org/bible/books-of-the-bible/
 Matthew 5:48-So be perfect,* just as your _____________ is perfect
 Matthew 19:22 -When the young man heard this statement, __________________, for he had many possessions
Matthew 16:24-25-24q Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wishes to come after me must _______________,* take up his cross, and follow me.25r For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it
 John 5:24 -Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever hears ______________ and _______ in the one who sent me has eternal life and will not come to condemnation, but has passed from death to life
John 8:31-32-31Jesus then said to those Jews who believed in him,* “If you remain in my word, you will truly be my disciples,32and you will know the ______, and the truth will set you____

                                                            JESUS IS A FRIEND OF MINE 
Jesus is a friend. He is not a friend who enables bad or subpar behavior, but He is a friend who challenges us to be the best version of ourselves. We probably have a friend like this. The kind of friend that makes us own up to our mistakes and ask for forgiveness. The one who challenges us to be less selfish and more generous. A friend who knows us through and through and won’t let us cop out because we are afraid. A true friend doesn’t just agree with all of our life choices, but truly cares for us and wants what’s best for us and sometimes that means challenging us
How can you be a friend like Jesus? Do you know someone in need of a friend like this?____________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

                                                                           DO YOU TRUST ME?
 Is there anyone in your life that you trust? Why do you trust them? Do you trust them enough to do something they ask of you even if you don’t understand or find it difficult? What if they ask you to jump off a cliff or what if they want all of your money with no explanation? In the Gospel, Jesus reveals Himself as a friend and asks difficult things of those who want to follow Him. However, many seeking to follow Him are unable to see beyond the difficulty and, instead of trusting, they turn away. Will we respond to His challenge with trust or will we, too, turn away?
Has there been a time where someone asked you to trust them without explanation? How did you handle it?_____________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

                                                                                HARD BUT WORTH IT
 The Christian life is not always easy. It stretches us and works out muscles that are weak. Being part of a team means listening to the coach. You do the workouts, keep up your grades, shake hands with winning team, and trust when he puts someone else in other than you. We listen to Jesus because His way shapes us into the person we were created to be, and it makes our hearts capable of receiving and giving the love of God. Jesus always gives us the grace to do what He asks. Most importantly, He does not ask us to do anything He has not already done. Anytime we encounter teachings of Jesus that are difficult, our job is to ask questions, deepen our understanding, and, ultimately, step out in faith, knowing that Jesus truly is a friend who can be trusted above anyone else
In our daily lives we are asked to carry crosses of different sizes. The crosses are discomforts we all feel. What are some crosses that Jesus asks us to carry? What good does it do to carry them?________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
