
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

  
“Praise the Holy Trinity; Care for our Community; Grow in Faith and Unity” 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Por la gracia de Dios, hoy celebramos los primeros 
100 años de nuestra parroquia. Qué hermoso es 
poder hacer memoria de nuestra historia. Qué 
hermoso es poder recorrer juntos algunas de 
nuestras muchas memorias. Son muchos los 
recuerdos que se acumulan en 100 años de historia. 
Esta historia parroquial es la historia de todos 
nosotros que hemos caminado el camino de la fe en 
Jesucristo como comunidad, guiados siempre por el 
Evangelio y la presencia del Espíritu de Dios que nos 
da vida, y vida en abundancia. 
Hoy tienes ante ti este pequeño libro, donde 
intentamos recoger imágenes y anécdotas de nuestra 
vida común en nuestra parroquia. Esta vida 
parroquial es la vida de todos y cada uno de aquellos 
que celebraron la fe, y trabajaron para el Reino de 
Dios aquí en San Patricio. 
Hoy miramos un tanto al pasado, para recordar de 
donde venimos, para recordar a nuestros mayores y 
la fe que vivieron. Hoy miramos al pasado para 
agradecer a Dios su bondad, porque Él ha estado 
grande con nosotros y estamos alegres.  Pero hoy 
también proyectamos nuestra mirada al futuro, con 
esperanza. Como quienes hemos recibido un 
hermoso e invaluable legado de nuestros mayores. 
Hoy rogamos a Dios porque nos siga acompañando y 
guiando por el camino de la fe. Que todos juntos 
sigamos construyendo nuestra historia como 
parroquia, una historia de fe y de amor en Aquel que 
nos ha llamado a seguirle. 
 

By the grace of God, today we celebrate the first 100 
years of our parish. How beautiful it is to be able to 
remember our history. How beautiful it is to be able 
to go through some of our many memories together. 
There are many memories that accumulate in 100 
years of history. This parish story is the story of all of 
us who have walked the path of faith in Jesus Christ 
as a community, always guided by the Gospel and 
the presence of the Spirit of God who gives us life, 
and life in abundance. 
Today you have before you this little book, where we 
have collected images and anecdotes of the common 
life in our parish. This parish life is the life of each and 
every one of those who have celebrated the faith and 
worked for the Kingdom of God here at Saint Patrick. 
Today we look a bit to our past, to remember where 
we come from, to remember our elders and the faith 
they lived. Today we look to the past to thank God for 
His goodness, because He has greatly blessed us, and 
we are happy. Today we also project our gaze to the 
future, with hope. Like those of us who have received 
a beautiful and invaluable legacy from our elders. 
Today we pray to God to continue accompanying us 
and guiding us on the path of faith. May we all 
continue to build our history as a parish together, this 
story of faith and love in the One who has called us to 
follow him. 
 
   
Rev. Carlos A. Flores Haylock, O.S.A. 
Pastor, Saint Patrick’s Parish, 2021 
 

         
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   A Golden jubilee is necessarily concerned with 
the past. To try to recover the past would be 
unreal. To forget the past would be unwise. To 
deny the contributions of the past would be 
ungrateful. 
  It is with a deep sense of appreciation of the past 
that we dedicate this booklet of 
memories to the priests and parishioners who 
have labored for fifty years in this 
portion of the vineyard of the Lord in the area of 
San Diego known as North Park 
under the patronage of St. Patrick. 
  They have left us a heritage, a spirit of 
community. They have shown us what it 
means to "belong" to a parish. Their devotion to 
the things that pertain to God 
has been inspirational. Their generosity to the 
Church, at home and abroad, is 
legendary. 
  St. Paul wrote to the Ephesians: "You are fellow 
citizens of the saints and 
members of the household of God. You form a 
building which rises on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself 
as the capstone.” 
  We too form a building which rises on the 
foundation of those who have been 
here before us. May we "be built into this temple, 
to become a dwelling place for 
God in the spirit." (Eph. 2, 19-22) 
 
Rev. Vincent McGarvey O.S.A., Pastor 
Golden Jubilee, 1971 
St. Patrick's Church

Un jubileo de oro está necesariamente 
relacionado con el pasado. Pero intentar 
recuperar el pasado sería irreal. Olvidar el 
pasado sería ser imprudente. Negar las 
contribuciones de el pasado sería ingrato. 
  Es con un profundo sentido de aprecio por el 
pasado al que dedicamos este librito de 
recuerdos a los sacerdotes y feligreses que han 
trabajado durante cincuenta años en esta porción 
de la viña del Señor en el área de San Diego 
conocida como North Park bajo el patrocinio de 
San Patricio. 
  Nos han dejado una herencia, un espíritu de 
comunidad. Nos han mostrado lo que significa 
"pertenecer" a una parroquia. Su devoción a las 
cosas que pertenecen a Dios ha sido inspiradora. 
Su generosidad para la Iglesia, en casa y en el 
extranjero, es legendaria. 
  San Pablo escribió a los Efesios: "Por lo tanto, 
ustedes ya no son extranjeros ni huéspedes, sino 
conciudadanos de los santos y miembros de la 
familia de Dios. Ustedes están edificados sobre 
los apóstoles y los profetas, que son los 
cimientos, mientras que la piedra angular es el 
mismo Jesucristo.” 
También nosotros formamos un edificio que se 
levanta sobre los cimientos de aquellos que han 
estado aquí antes que nosotros. Nosotros 
también somos “incorporados al edificio, para 
llegar a ser una morada de Dios en el Espíritu." 
(Efesios 2, 19-22). 
 
Rev. Vincent McGarvey  
Iglesia de San Patricio, 1971 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The History of Saint Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Of North Park, City of San Diego 
 

In 1921, there were six Catholic parishes in San Diego.  They belonged to the Diocese of 
Monterey-Los Angeles, an area of more than 80,000 square miles stretching from the Mexican 
border to the south to Monterey in the north, shepherded by Bishop John Cantwell.  The rapid 
growth of the city of San Diego required new parishes to serve the needs of the people.  Father 
Gregory Ashe, a diocesan priest, was assigned to St. Patrick’s parish on October 21, 1921.  The 
official parish boundaries were: East-the City Boundary line, West-Arizona Street, North-
canyons,* South -Hawthorne Street. (*Father Healy noted later noted in a letter to the 
Assistant Chancellor in 1925 that it was “El Cajon Avenue but for the present canyons.”) 
Father Ashe’s first task was to find property in the area 
suitable for a church.  On November 28, 1921, he wrote 
the bishop from St. Joseph’s Rectory that he had found 
a “suitable site.”  With the Bishop’s approval, the lots 
were purchased and the hall, to be used temporarily as 
the church, was erected.  The building was described in 
an insurance document dated February 14, 1922, as “a 
frame building with a composite roof…cost of the 
building approximately $2,000…seat 150.”  Although 
the first Mass was said in the building at 3620 Ray 
Street on February 5, 1922, it was not officially 
dedicated until July 22, 1922.  The first baptism took 
place on March 5, 1922.  Maria Elena Rivera, daughter 
of Jose Antonio Rivera and Elena Betencourt, would 
grow up to be Helen Bordelon, a very active member of the parish until her death in February 
of 2006!  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Father Gregory Ashe, First pastor 

First church on Ray Street 



 
 
The parish house (rectory) was 

built shortly after the hall “to face 30th 
St. on the streetcar line.”  Father Ashe 
described the construction of the house 
as two story, “the lower story being 
frame and plaster, the upper, frame and 
shingle.”  The cost was approximately 
$4,000 for the 12-room structure.  By 
October 9, 1922, with the completion of the parish house, the 

official address of the church had become 3585 30th Street. 
 
 In April of the following year, the Augustinians began construction of Saint Augustine’s 
High School in St. Patrick’s parish.  On September 4, 1923, the school opened.  Father Ashe was 
one of the speakers at the school’s dedication on September 16.  Just two days later, Father 
Ashe asked for a two-week vacation noting, “The Augustinian Fathers have consented to attend 
St. Patrick’s in my absence.”  A serious illness later that year caused Father Ashe to ask for a six 
month leave in order to recuperate.  The bishop decided that this was an appropriate time to 
transfer the administration of St. Patrick’s to the Augustinians.  The Augustinians had 
administered St. Vincent parish in Mission Hills since 1922 when the Vincentian Fathers left, but 
running a parish across town from their school was inconvenient.  Father Ashe and Augustinian 
Father Thomas Healy were to arrange the exchange themselves.  During Father Ashe’s absence, 
Father Alfred H. Valiquette, OSA, a French Canadian, was brought in to administer the parish 
and prepare for the switch.  Although parishioners of both parishes were unhappy with the loss 
of their respective pastors, the switch finally took place on January 4, 1925.  Father Healy 
became St. Patrick’s second pastor, and the first official Augustinian pastor. 
 Bishop Cantwell had confided to Father Nicholas Vasey, the Augustinian Provincial, 
“while Saint Vincent’s is reaching the height of development, there is a much greater future 
before St. Patrick’s”. Father Healy wrote the bishop on January 5th, 1925 and told him “I will do 
my best in this parish while I am here.”  He immediately started an evening rosary and night 
prayers, discontinued confessions before Mass, and established Augustinian devotions in the 
parish.  His stay at St. Patrick’s, however, was short.  In September of 1926, while at the 
provincial chapter in Philadelphia, he was assigned to Saint Thomas of Villanova Church in 
Rosemont, Pennsylvania, where he died eighteen months later. 
 An interview with one of St. Patrick’s first parishioners, Dorothy Goodbody, captures 
some of the early parish life: 
 “Dorothy Goodbody and Michael D. Goodbody were married by Father Ashe at 6 AM in the old 
church on Ray Street.  It was the 6th wedding of the new St. Patrick’s parish.  Their three children, 
Edward, Bernard, and Patricia were all baptized at St. Patrick’s.  Dorothy was the first church organist.  
There was a children’s and young adult choir.  She was also organist for Sacred Heart parish at the same 
time.  Choir practice had to be held in her home because the church was not heated.  The choir was 
organized with the help of Jessamine Gillan, a pianist who would go on to marry Marten Connolly, and 
become the mother of tennis champion Maureen “Little Mo” Connolly.  Evelyn Donnelly was one of the 
original choir members. 

Helen Bordelon, first baptism at St. 
Patrick’s 



 The first church was a plain rectangle-shaped building with benches, not pews.  Mrs. Goodbody 
played the music on a small pump organ.  Meetings of parish groups such as the altar Society were held 
in the parish house (rectory).  There was very little furniture.  The parish was not heavily populated until 
the streetcars came into that area.  There were no paved streets when the first church was built, no 
sidewalks.   
 Some of the nuns from Our Lady of Peace high school came on Saturdays to teach catechism.   
 The Zellmer family had a dairy on the 3500 block of 32nd Street, and there was another dairy 
around 31st Street.  When the original church was to be constructed, another building on the site had to 
be torn down.  The Zellmer family gave $50 for the old building’s lumber, the first donation to the new 
church! 
 

 

 
Father Thomas Healy 

  
Father John Daley followed Father Healy as the third 

pastor and enjoyed an expanding congregation which was 
quickly outgrowing its 150-seat temporary church.  By March 
6, 1927, he had applied for confirmation of “40 children and 
some adults.”  Increasing contributions made it possible to form a parish committee in early 
1928 to investigate building a new church.  Permission was received on June 29, 1928, to build 
the church and Frank Hope, Jr. was selected to be the architect. M.H. Golden’s bid of $36,716 
to build the church was accepted on October 15 and “work began at once.”  The church, which 
could seat 500, was finished in time for Easter Sunday, 1929, but was not dedicated by Bishop 
Cantwell until September 8, 1929. 
 The Diocesan newspaper The Southern Cross included this description of St. Patrick’s 
Church: “The new church of St. Patrick’s, one of the most beautiful in Southern California, is of a 
Romanesque architecture and this style is adhered to consistently externally and internally. At 
the front of the church, above the rose window, is the coat of arms of the Augustinian Order, 
and below the window and just above the door is a plaque sculptured with the prototypes of the 
Blessed Sacrament. On one side is a representation of the Manna in the Desert with the 
inscription: “This is the bread which the Lord gave us to eat.” On the other side are the carved 
forms of David and the Priests carrying the ark of the covenant, with the words: “David and all 

Father John Daley and Bishop Cantwell 



the people carried the Ark.” Between the two carved pictures is an Ostensorium typifying the 
fulfillment of the promise, with the inscription: “Behold, I am with you all days, even to the 
consummation of the world.” 
 The article also noted that the choir under the direction of Florian Reater would sing for 
the dedication. The choir included Mr. and Mrs. D.J. Donnelly with Miss Roma Lindsey as 
organist. The Donnelly family singing would continue through their son, Donald, and his 
daughters, Maureen Rymer and Susan Hamilton. Roma Lindsey would become Roma Frey and 
would continue as St. Patrick’s organist, along with Edna Keays, for more than 50 years.   
 

Father Daley could feel justifiably proud as he looked out at his parishioners sitting in 
pews of finest Philippine mahogany and being watched over by Augustinian saints depicted in 
stained glass.  Although the church had cost a little more than $60,000, there was every reason 
to believe that this debt would be paid off shortly and plans could go forward for a school. Two 
months later, on October 24th, 1929, Black Thursday, the stock market collapsed and the 
nations plunged into the “Great Depression.” Together, priest, parish, and families experienced 
the hard times, and flourished in spite of them. A sign of growth was the assignment of Father 
Matthew Cunningham as the first assistant pastor of St. Patrick’s in 1935. 

Interior of church, Christmas 1931 



 In 1936, San Diego was designated a diocese and Charles Francis Buddy became its first 
bishop.  Father Daley was Deacon of Honor at the bishop’s installation. Shortly after his 
installation, Bishop Buddy paid a visit to St. Patrick’s parish and was impressed with its beauty 
and the noticeable economic potential of the area.  It was rumored that the bishop was 
considering St. Patrick’s for his cathedral parish.  The bishop wrote the Provincial of the 
Augustinians on July 19, 1939: 
 “…the parishes scattered through the Desert and…Imperial Valley present a difficulty…in 
as much as these outlying posts work a distinct hardship on the health of a priest. The fact is 
that we have come to ask for Saint Patrick’s Parish in San Diego which is needed for our secular 
priests. The Archbishop of Los Angeles has advised me that your good Fathers were never given 
a beneplacitum for this parish and we can find no record of any such grant.” 
 A beneplacitum is a church document that guarantees a religious order the care of a 
parish in perpetuity. Without one, St. Patrick’s would have to be relinquished to the Bishop for 
his cathedral. 
 Father Daley received a letter dated July 25, 1939 from Bishop Buddy stating: 
 You will understand, of course, that the request in no way reflects on your excellent 
administration of St. Patrick’s. At first sight it might seem lacking in gratitude after your erecting 
the church and rectory that we should have thought of dispossessing you. But you can look 
around yourself and size up the situation…” 
 Father forwarded the letter he received with this handwritten note: 
 “…He is referring, no doubt, to the transfer from Saint Vincent’s to St. Patrick’s which 
took place January 1, 1925…This is the only decent looking place in San Diego, and that is the 
reason they have their eye on it. I pray they won’t get it…” 
 On August 3, 1939, the Provincial responded to Bishop Buddy’s request as follows: 
 “I received with attendant great surprise your letter asking our Order to give over to the 
diocese the convent of Saint Patrick and its annexed parish in San Diego. I readily surmise that 
this request of Your Excellency was occasioned by a misunderstanding of our canonical status at 
Saint Patrick’s…Bishop Cantwell obtained a beneplacitum for our transfer from Saint Vincent’s 
to Saint Patrick’s…” 
 On August 7, 1939, the Provincial sent a hand-written letter to Father Daley which read 
in part: 
 “I hope by this time you have the assurance that we do not intend to give up St. Patrick’s 
parish…” 
 In a final letter, dated August 16, 1939, the bishop acknowledged the beneplacitum of 
the Augustinians and thanked them for their cooperation in the matter. With St. Patrick’s no 
longer available as the cathedral parish, St. Joseph’s was designated as the cathedral instead. 
 At the Provincial Chapter during the summer of 1941, Father Daley was transferred to 
St. Augustine’s parish in Troy, New York. He had labored for 15 years at St. Patrick’s building a 
beautiful church, reducing the debt, and organizing parish life. He had gained the respect of the 
bishop for both himself and his order and the deep respect and admiration of the parishioners. 
It was indeed a tearful farewell. A short three months later the country was plunged into World 
War II with the surprise bombing of Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, and a new era for 
country and parish had begun. 



 San Diego’s population had nearly doubled from 150,000 
in 1930 to 280,000 in 1942. Father Thomas A. Rowan came 
from Waterford, New York to fill Father Daley’s big shoes as 
St. Patrick’s fourth pastor in August 1941.  Father Rowan was 
“quick minded, sharp spoken, a bit impetuous, not a bit 
reluctant to express his thoughts to those whom he thought 
would benefit by them.” 
 From the time the Augustinians assumed responsibility for 
St. Patrick’s parish there was a close relationship with St. 
Augustine high school. When Father Valiquette administered 
St. Patrick’s he was also prior of the school. So began a 
tradition of administering the sacraments of Baptism and 
Marriage at St. Augustine’ school chapel. However, record 
keeping was not always current. Baptisms conferred in the 
chapel were sometimes not recorded in the parish for four or 

five years. In May or June of 1942, Bishop Buddy made St. Augustine’s High School chapel an 
Accommodation Chapel, conveniently providing two Sunday masses and confessions for those 
living nearby during a time when gas and rubber were rationed because of the war effort. Soon 
an attitude of “our church, your church” developed within the parish. Although no written 
documents are available to provide an account of what transpired, it appears that Father 
Rowan spoke his mind to the Bishop about the situation the Bishop had helped create. Father 
Rowan was abruptly transferred to Ojai in November 1942 where he was full time pastor to St. 
Thomas Aquinas Church.   

Friction continued between St. Patrick’s Church and St. Augustine’s Chapel concerning 
preaching rights and money which necessitated the creation of guidelines in 1944 regarding the 
chapel. They state in part, “Although, for the sake of convenience, members of St. Patrick’s 
parish are permitted to frequent the School Chapel, they nevertheless remain spiritual subjects 
of the pastor of St. Patrick’s.” Some unhappiness must have persisted because St. Augustine’s 
chapel mass schedule was not printed in St. Patrick’s Sunday bulletins until 1987, when Father 
Gary Sanders became pastor. 
 Father Mathew Cunningham, the assistant pastor, was transferred to Rosemont, 
Pennsylvania, in August 1942, and was succeeded by Father John Sullivan, a newly ordained 
priest, who remained assistant pastor until 1947 and carried much of the burden of the parish 
as it passed from Father Rowan to Father Burns. 
 In March 1943, Father John F. Burns arrived from Villanova College where he had been a 
professor, writer, director, historian, and retreat master for twenty years. As the fifth pastor, he 
immediately set about soothing the ruffled feathers of the bishop and managed in the process 
to develop the bishop’s very good will toward himself and the parish. Father Burns applied his 
skills as a wordsmith, pleading poor health, lack of sleep, and the plethora of work, to secure, in 
November, a second assistant priest, Father Vincent J. McGarvey, who was at that time the 
Assistant Master of Novices. Due to the illness of Father Burns, and Father Austin after him, 

Father Thomas Rowan, 4th pastor 



Father McGarvey shouldered a good deal of the 
responsibilities of the parish while he was 
assistant pastor until August 1956. 
 As an educator, it was important to Father 
Burns that the parish should have a school. Soon 
after arriving, he approached Bishop Buddy about 
a temporary school. Bishop Buddy warned him 
that he lacked facilities and it would be difficult to 
find the sisters to teach, but he didn’t say no. 
Father Burns told his assistant, Father Sullivan, 
“John, we must own the whole block.” By October 
1943, Father Burns had a temporary school 
building (the parish hall which had been the 
temporary church) and an enthusiastic parish. On 
October 10, 1943, a drive for funds officially 
began although nineteen parishioners had already 

contributed $1250. 
 Now that he had a facility and some funding, Father Burns turned to the task of finding 
teachers. In Spring of 1944, he approached Sister Generosa at the Academy of Our Lady of 
Peace, operated by the Sisters of Saint Joseph of Carondelet, about the need for teaching 
sisters at St. Patrick’s. Providentially, Father Burns had taught Sister Generosa at Villanova 
Extension School for Teaching Sisters some years earlier.  She agreed to take Father Burns to 
her provincial superior, Sister William, who in turn promised two Sisters if the school were to 
open that year. On June 15, 1944, 3586 Ray Street, the fourth lot, was purchased with the 
intention of expanding the school in the future. By July 19, Father Burns was able to report, “By 
enlarging doors (exits), increasing window space, and installing prescribed plumbing, St. 
Patrick’s Parish Hall will meet requirements of City Building and Sanitary Commissions for grade 
school use with a maximum of 54 pupils in two classrooms, 27 pupils in each.” The enrollment 
limitations were a disappointment to Father Burns, but Bishop Buddy responded, “A small 
school with an enrollment of not more than fifty-four is better than no school at all!” 
 On October 1, 1944, Sister Mary Francesca and Sister Margaret Clare arrived at St. 
Patrick’s to begin teaching fifty children.  They were divided into three grades in two not yet 
completely renovated classrooms in the Hall. The sisters lived at the convent of Our Lady of 
Angels, at Market and 24th Street, and commuted daily to their classes the entire year. With 
money still tight and materials tighter yet, Father Burns was forced to be innovative in 
expanding the school. In a letter dated February 21, 1945, he stated, “we are preparing to 
remodel a barracks for classroom purposes.” Indeed, he had purchased a used Army barracks 
and renovated it for classroom use for about $11,000.  
 

Father John Burns, 5th pastor 



 
 
 

By September 1945, the expanded school had two buildings, three teaching sisters, five 
grades and 106 children. For the next four years, the sisters would shuttle daily between their 
classrooms and the Academy of Our Lady of Peace, where they lived. (The nuns weren’t 
allowed to drive a car). On October 28, 1945, Bishop Buddy dedicated a new school and Father 
Burns used the occasion to reveal his overall plan for the church/school plant. He announced 
that “Our goal now is the completion of the parochial school…the erection of a parish 

First school 



convent…and the acquisition of more playground space.” He told the parishioners that he 
would need a treasury $75,000 to undertake the project and there was already $27,000 in 
savings for this purpose. He also announced that the parish had been assessed $29,000 for the 
new diocesan seminary in El Cajon. 
 In August 1946, tuition at the school was raised from $2 per month to $5 per month. 
When school began in September 1946, there were four teaching sisters, six grades, and 
crowding. To alleviate the crowding, Father Burns asked for and received permission to 
purchase a Quonset hut for $525 plus erecting costs of $1500. It was erected on a corner of the 
parish property by Father Burns, Father McGarvey, Father Sullivan, and some parish men. It was 
used by the 6th grade and was later sold and moved to Chula Vista. 
 The 1947 school year began with five sisters, seven grades, and 181 children. Fund-
raising began in earnest in order to buy the land on which to expand the school. Father John 
Sullivan was re-assigned to Hollywood and Father Charles P. Brown served the parish for two 
years as assistant pastor. There was a scarcity of funds and Father Burns turned to his Provincial 
to ask whether the Order could loan the money for construction costs. The Order itself was 
building a college and could not advance the money. However, Bishop Buddy had said if the 
order could not fund the project, he could himself advance the money. Classes began in 1948 
with six sisters, eight grades, and 214 children. The first class graduated from St. Patrick’s in 
June 1949 with exercises held in both the Army Quonset hut and the old “Assembly Hall.” 
Father Brown was replaced by Father Edwin Scanlon, who quickly became popular with 
parishioners. 

By the time ground-breaking ceremonies were held on St. Patrick’s Day, 1949, the cost 
of the complex, including a fully equipped parish hall, had risen to $180,000. The original 
wooden hall was sold and removed from the property to become headquarters of a Woman’s 
Club in Lakeside.  It was still in use in 1970. 

 

First 8th grade graduating class, 1949 
Father Vincent McGarvey at party for first graduating class, held in 
Quonset hut 



The new school building was ready for use on September 13, 1949.  There were seven 
sisters, eight grades, and 254 children. On October 17, the sisters were able to move into their 
new, furnished convent ending five years of daily commutes from OLP. By 1950, the parish 
owned eight of the 12 lots of block 21. The new hall was used for the first time on March 17, 
1950, just one year after groundbreaking ceremonies. When Bishop Buddy came for 
confirmation ceremonies on April 16, 1950, he took the occasion to dedicate the new hall, 
school, and convent. The second graduating class was able to use the new hall for ceremonies. 
Billie Mahedy, a graduate of the class, went on to become Father William Mahedy, O.S.A. and 
offered a Solemn High Mass at St. Patrick’s Church on February 10, 1963. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   
   

   
   

 
 
 

Father Burns breaks ground for the new school March 17, 1949 

School going up, 1949 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First day of the new school, September 13, 1949. There were seven sisters, eight grades, and 254 children.              
(Note, buildings on right were not school property). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Convent under construction 1949 



 
 
 

 
In July 1950, Father Burns 

attended the Provincial chapter 
Villanova. At this meeting he was 
transferred to Hollywood and Father 
Thomas B. Austin was assigned to St. 
Patrick’s. Father Burns left with the 
satisfaction of knowing that in seven 
years he had completed the task he had 

set out to accomplish-a real school for St. Patrick’s. 
Father Austin was no stranger to San Diego or St. 

Patrick’s. As vicar provincial, he had often visited San Diego 
and, in fact, preached at the Silver Jubilee Mass for St. Patrick’s 
on March 17, 1947. He was also involved with fundraising for 
St. Augustine’s High School. He had great respect for Father 
McGarvey, who had gotten the Catholic Youth Organization 
going in San Diego and was instrumental in the formation of 
the parochial athletic leagues. He also appreciated the talents 
of Father Scanlan who was director of the parish Teen Club. 

Father Austin had been State Chaplain of the Knights of 
Columbus in California and was Faithful Friar of the Fourth 
Degree Knights during his stay at St. Patrick’s. Father Austin, 
the sixth pastor, was well liked for his soft-hearted, jovial 
nature. Ricarda Ruplinger, in her school report “Parish Booklet” says of him, “None of us who 
attended the school will ever forget his favorite song, ‘How Much Is That Doggie In The 
Window’.” Longtime parishioners say that he would always request that the children sing it for 
him! 

Father Thomas Austin, 6th pastor 

Bishop Buddy dedicates new school April 16, 1950 



   

 
 
 
 

  

Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Carondelet, top to 
bottom: Sister Joseph 
Michael, Sr. Ellen, Sr. 
Michael Anthony, Sr. John 
Louise, Sr. Marilyn Louise 



Parish folklore also recounts Father Austin’s first sermon to have followed these lines, 
“When things come to such a state that the pastor of the place cannot even get into the locked 
bathroom before he comes to Mass, then those things have to be changed. And I’m here to 
change them. Open the doors!” He changed things in the rectory as well as he had brought his 
cook, Margaret Winters, with him. She stayed to cook for the Augustinians for thirty years. 
Father Austin’s transfer to St. Augustine’s in 1956 was sad news for parishioners, although they 
took solace in his saying 8 o’clock Mass every Sunday at St. Patrick’s. At his testimonial dinner 
on July 9, 1956, Jimmy Mott presented him with a spiritual bouquet from the parish Teen Club. 
Two members of the Teen Club, James Mott and Gary Rye, would go on to become Augustinian 
priests. Father Austin’s death in 1959 was deeply mourned by his former parish. 
 

The 50s were a busy time for the parish. Parishioner Maureen 
“Little Mo” Connolly was busy winning three consecutive Wimbledon 
Women’s Singles Tennis championships from 1952 through 1954.  A 
support group of the Augustinian priests called the Marthas was founded 
in the mid-50s. The group grew and developed into the Mission Circle in 
1961. The group was very active in the parish for many years, providing 
crafts for the Fall Festival and aid to Augustinian missionaries with funds 
generated from their Christmas boutique. During this period, priests came 
and went with regularity. In 1956, after 13 years at St. Patrick’s, Father 
McGarvey was transferred to St. Nicholas of Tolentine in the Bronx, New 
York, to be near his ailing mother. Father Henry C. Carr joined the parish 
staff that same year, but would only stay one year. Father John Burns returned as pastor of St. 
Patrick’s in 1956 although his vitality had been reduced by his chronic illness. His stay was short, 
however, as he was returned to Hollywood on January 1, 1958, to continue the building 
program there. In 1958, Father John F. Blethen and Father David Ryan came on board for a two 
year stay. Father Scanlan’s departure in 1959, after ten years, left the parish with no priest who 
had been there longer than a year. 
 

 Father John Costigan moved from St. Augustine’s to 
become eighth pastor of St. Patrick’s in 1958. It fell to him to 
guide the parish through the changes directed by Vatican II. He 
introduced new materials as soon as they were available, 
thereby encouraging his parishioners to participate in the 
English liturgy. He used “dialogue cards” and then Sunday 
missalettes to keep parishioners actively participating. He 
employed a lay theologian, James F. Walsh, to organize a 
program of doctrinal seminars for both Catholics and non-
Catholics within the parish. He also attempted to have 
parishioners tithe 10% of their income in lieu of other fund-
raising methods. He was later to concede, “tithing is not really in 
the Catholic tradition.” He supported programs at St. Patrick’s 

school which gave boys a healthy interest in athletics. A number of boys who played for the 
school went on to professional careers in sports, including John D’Acquisto (San Francisco 

Maureen Connolly 

Father John Costigan, 8th pastor 
  



Giants, Padres), Steve Christopher (Minnesota Twins), and Tom Nettles (Canadian football and 
pro golf). Father Costigan purchased the last lots to complete parish ownership of the entire 
block for $42,000 in 1962. He also started the first parish council in San Diego in1964. That 
same year, he got approval for the building of the eighth-grade classroom, library, and office 
building which was finished in early 1965. He was transferred to Saint Thomas Aquinas in Ojai in 
1966. Upon the death of Father Costigan in 1970, Father John Blethen eulogized him saying, “as 
Pastor of Saint Patrick’s in San Diego, he brought to his office a real gentleness and concern, 
especially for the sacramental nourishment of his flock.” 

 
The early sixties also saw a number of priests come and go at St. Patrick’s. Father Robert 

Churbuck (1960) and Father Laurence A. Doyle (1960) each stayed for a year or less. Father 
Thomas Walsh’s arrival in 1960 resulted in a four year stay that ended when he was transferred 
to St. Thomas Aquinas in Ojai. He was said to have had a particular gift for working with 
troubled marriages. Father Henry Carr came to the parish in 1961 and stayed until 1971. In 
1963, he wrote a ninety-seven-page manuscript on the history of St. Patrick’s which has been 
quoted often in this history. Father John Burns returned to the parish in 1965 from Hollywood 
and stayed until 1971 when he was again transferred to Hollywood. Father David Ryan returned 
as assistant pastor in 1965-66. Father John J. Kelly was assigned to St. Patrick’s in 1964-65, then 
returned as pastor in 1966. 

 
Father Kelly, St. Patrick’s ninth pastor, came to St. Patrick’s 

from Havana, Cuba, where he had been president of the Catholic 
University of Santo Tomas. He was expelled when Fidel Castro began 
to ease religious influence in the country. Father Kelly added a school 
advisory board to assist with the administration of the parish school. 
The school saw improvements with a new toilet facility added to the 
school office building in November 1966. A new altar facing the 
congregation was installed in March 1967; the old altar became the 
altar of reservation of the Blessed Sacrament. In 1968 Father Kelly 
was assigned to serve as missionary in Peru for a year. Although 

Father Kelly remained pastor, Father Henry Carr administered the 
parish in his absence. Prior to Father Kelly’s departure, he and Father Carr hired Patricia 
Montelongo as housekeeper/cook. She continued in that position for nearly 27 years. 

 
Again, in the late sixties, the parish saw regular turnovers in priests. Father Joseph J. 

Conroy (1967-68), Father Anthony M. Daleo (1968-69) and Father Ricardo Martin (1969-70) 
served the parish. In 1970, the kitchen hall was remodeled. Father Peter Marron came to the 
parish in 1970 and stayed until 1975. A tribute to his contributions is that he for many years 
was still included in the weekly prayer list for the parish. 

In 1971, Father Kelly and Father McGarvey traded parishes bringing Father McGarvey to 
St. Patrick’s where he would remain until 1980 as the tenth pastor. Bishop Quinn presided over 
the ordination of Father Dennis B. Ebel at St. Patrick’s on December 11, 1971. It was the first 
ordination in the parish church. Father Ebel remained as associate pastor for four years. In the 
spring of 1972, the parish celebrated its golden jubilee with an all-day festival of “De Gratias.” 

Father John Kelly, 9th pastor 



Father McGarvey had also been assigned to the parish when it 
celebrated its silver anniversary. While Father McGarvey was pastor, 
he carried on the programs already established: Parish Council, School 
Board, liturgical renewal, church improvements, and ecumenical 
efforts. Additionally, he participated at the diocesan level: Synod, 
Total Teaching commission, Board of Consultors, Diocesan Pastoral 
council. Participation on the diocesan level gave a broader scope to 
the vision and growth of the parish. In July 1973, the parish council 
began publishing The Good News of St. Patrick’s Parish which was 
published five times a year and contained school, liturgical, parish 
council, and social news of the parish.  It continued to be published 
until 1988. It cost roughly $1200 to $1400 per issue to produce. 

 
In the mid to late seventies, the parish again had a quick turnover in priests: Father 

Thomas J. McLaughlin (1975-77) and for the third time, Father Ryan (1975-79). Father Thomas 
W. Behan arrived in 1977 and stayed with the parish until 1985. Bingo was introduced in 1977 
as a means of support for the parish school and continued for eighteen years until local Indian 
casinos made it no longer profitable. The last “bingo” was yelled September 28, 1994. The 
parish hall underwent some modifications which began in August 1977 and 53 days to 
complete. Father Gary Sanders arrived at the parish in 1979 and stayed until 1983 when he was 
transferred to Austin House. Father Sanders was no stranger to St. Patrick’s, having professed 

Father Vincent McGarvey, 10th 
pastor 

Father Robert Gavotto, holding the Eucharist, was the parish's 11th pastor. Standing behind Father Gavotto 
is Father Gary Sanders, who would become the 12th 



his vows, been ordained, and served as a deacon in the parish. As assistant pastor, Father 
Sanders started the Youth Group, a very successful program which prospered for many years. 
 

Father Robert Gavotto, the former vice-chancellor of the Diocese of San Diego, became 
the eleventh pastor of St. Patrick’s when he replaced Father McGarvey in 1980. Father Gavotto 
was the first graduate of St. Augustine’s High School to be pastor of St. Patrick’s parish. Father 
McGarvey’s transfer to Our Lady of Grace Church in Castro Valley was sad for parishioners who 
had grown very fond of this well-respected priest.  

It was apparent to Father Gavotto that the church building itself was in need of 
updating, and he wrote to the Bishop suggesting a remodel in March 1981. In May 1982, he 
held a parish meeting attended by about 150 parishioners to discuss changes to the church. 
There was a great deal of reluctance among parishioners to change their beautiful church, and 
great pains were taken to move slowly and sensitively using two phases. 
 The first changes were scheduled for July and included: “removing one of the lecterns, 
so as to have only one ambo; moving the presider’s chair from the center to one side, placing a 
cantor’s stand on that side and moving the baptismal font to the opposite side in order to make 
room for the folk group; removal of the communion rail.” 
 The second phase was implementing a major change to the church’s interior. It was 
designed by an Environment Committee under the direction of Mr. Anthony Coker (a 
parishioner since 1950) and architect Armando Ruiz. Church property on Thorn Street was sold 
to cover the cost of the re-model. The greatest area of concern was creating the Blessed 
Sacrament chapel. The Bishop sent two representatives to meet with Father Gavotto and 
discuss his plans. They reported to Bishop Maher that “We both agreed with Father Gavotto 
that his proposal is a reasonable one and does carefully and respectfully provide for a central 
focal point for the reservation of the Blessed Sacrament. The proposal would locate the Blessed 
Sacrament in a dignified and prominent place in the center at the rear wall of the Church.” 
 After Mass on July 8, 1984, the first-grade classroom was transformed, with the help of 
long-time parishioners Joe and Gertrude Geddis, Bernie and Bonnie Goodbody, Mary Kay 
Martin, Pat Bonin, and Shiela Colon, into a place of worship for daily Mass. It took a group of 56 
parishioners to transform the church hall into a place of worship each Sunday. The effort was 
spearheaded by Carol Thomas and John Riley. Father William H. Sullivan, who arrived in 1983 
and remained an assistant pastor until 1989, was the group’s spiritual director. Father Sullivan 
had sung with St. Patrick’s children’s choir in 1938-1940, and was the first Augustinian vocation 
from the parish. 
 In addition to commercial contractors working on transforming the church, more than 
170 parishioners lent their time and considerable effort. Amazingly, the project was finished in 
two months at a cost of about $50,000. The San Diego Union noted, “In preparing for 
remodeling, carpet in the aisles and sanctuary was taken up, revealing California terra cotta tile. 
Additional tile has had to be made to fill in where gaps were left. Oak plank flooring under the 
pews also has been restored. Four polychrome statues that were at the front of the church 
flanking the altar have been replaced by two carved from Indian linden wood.” Old statues and 
other items no longer being used were given to a church in Mexico. The central piece of the 
altar depicting the last supper was saved and installed on the wall to the right of the meditation 
chapel. Confessionals in the back of the church were removed with a baptistry installed at the 



right of the entrance. A reconciliation room was created at the left of the meditation chapel. 
Father Gavotto was quoted as saying, “We have tried to create a space faithful to the original 
style of the church and suited to the liturgy of 1984. Though the actual remodeling took only 
two months, it wasn’t achieved without a struggle.” 
 Although some parishioners remained unconvinced, most were delighted with the 
changes. That year the parish census showed there were 3,000 Catholics in the parish, 1305 
registered families, 60 infant baptisms, and 10 parish organizations. Those organizations 
included: St. Vincent de Paul, Legion of Mary, Youth Group, Blue Army, Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
group, Arch-Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament, Italian-Catholic Federation, Mission Circle, 
and Senior Center. 
 In 1985, Father Gavotto brought the parish into the computer age and introduced the 
RCIA (Right of Christian Initiation of Adults). He also introduced the notion of parish tithing of 
2% for the poor. Father Richard Smith, the flying priest, was assigned to the parish from 1985-
86. Father Smith was a home-grown priest, baptized in the parish on October 28, 1928, served 
as an altar boy, and attended St. Augustine High School. His death in a plane crash on February 
20, 1987, while serving the Southern Oregon area, deeply saddened his former parish. A 
memorial fund was established at St. Augustine’s in his name. Brother James Retzner was in 
residence from 1986 to 1987. He was the first brother associated with the parish. Father 
Gavotto began the work of a mission statement for the parish, and presented the first draft to 
the parish on January 11, 1987. 

 Summer of 1987 proved to be a busy time for the parish. 
In June, Brother Michael T. Bube was assigned to the parish for 
the summer. Father Gavotto was assigned to St. Augustine’s High 
School and Father Gary E. Sanders, who had been director of 
Augustinian vocations since his departure from St. Patrick’s four 
years earlier, returned to St. Patrick’s as its twelfth pastor. A new 
youth minister, Patty Lawrence, began working July 12. In August, 
Father Anthony Wasko moved into the rectory, serving as prior 
for the Augustinian community in San Diego.  

Father Gary carried on the tradition of social services as a 
part of parish life. Feeding the homeless on Tuesday nights 
became a regular parish activity that continued for nine years. He 
held the first Town Hall Meeting of the parish on September 10, 

1987, with about 200 parishioners attending to air their concerns and give suggestions 
regarding the parish. Finances became a real concern facing the parish and the idea of Adopt-A-
Project board to designate money for specific projects became a reality in February 1988. The 
first projects offered were the new roof for the church at a cost of $60,000, and a cover for the 
book of the gospels. For the first time fifth grade boys were allowed to be altar servers and 
training began in May. At the end of May, Brother Kevin Mullins was assigned to the parish for 
two months. In July, Brother Mike Bube returned to the parish as business manager and 
pastoral associate, a position he held for several years. Parish finances required the 
consolidation of jobs, so CCD and Youth Ministry were combined. In September, the parish 
began a year-long jubilee to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the church building.  

Father Gary Sanders, 12th pastor 



 In March 1989, Bishop Robert Brom was appointed coadjutor of the diocese of San 
Diego. However, 1989 was a tough year for the parish. With Father Sullivan’s (after six years) 
and Father Wasko’s departures in June, and a decline in vocations, Father Gary would be 
without an assistant pastor for a year. The parish school, which had held its own in the past, 
suffered a decline in enrollment and began to be a drain on the parish reserves. The last of the 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet left the school and vacated the convent. Over the course of 
the next three years, the parish would subsidize the school to the tune of $100,000. 
Additionally, the parish plant was in need of repair. The entire facility was painted, the parish 
hall renovated, and the bathrooms expanded with the help of Father Gary’s brother, Don 
Sanders, who saved the parish $30,000 by doing the job at cost. Even with that, the hall 
renovation cost almost $80,000. The parish celebrated a “Homecoming Weekend” as part of 
the jubilee year that included many of the eighty-six sisters who had taught at the school as 
well as three former pastors: Frs. McGarvey, Kelly and Gavotto. Due to a rash of vandalism and 
theft, Father Gary reluctantly made the decision on December 17, 1989, to lock the church 
when Mass was not being said. 
 Easter of 1990 saw the start of Operation Cinderella, a parish drive to provide shoes for 
the orphans at La Gloria Hogar Infantil in Tijuana. The successful program continued for many 
years. For a number of years, the school had benefitted from the profits of St. Patrick’s Pickins, 
a second-hand shop run by volunteers. In April 1990, that source of revenue disappeared when 
the store closed. The school received another setback when it was discovered that the 
kindergarten didn’t have the proper permits to operate in the building on Ray Street. A decision 
was made on July 1 to re-arrange the school’s classrooms, library, teacher’s lounge, and 
CCD/Youth Ministry office to accommodate the kindergarten re-location. Additionally, a junior 
high science lab was added. All of this cost an unplanned $30,000. Bishop Brom was installed as 
Bishop of San Diego on July 24, 1989, taking over from an ailing Bishop Maher. In September 
1990, Father Vincent McGarvey returned for his third assignment to St. Patrick’s, much to the 
delight of the parishioners and relief of Father Gary. In November, Father Gary and his brother, 
Father John Sanders, presented to the parish a processional cross which they had purchased in 
Oberammergau, Germany. It is still used on special occasions. During the 1990-91 school year, 
finances became so stretched that Father Gary and Brother Mike took turns carrying parish 
debt on their personal credit cards. 
 St. Patrick’s paused to mourn the death of Bishop Leo T. Maher on February 23, 1991. At 
about the same time, a decision was made to turn the vacant convent into a Parish Center, at a 
cost of $65,000, even though $30,000 was still owed on the hall.  A parish center allowed the 
priests to conduct parish business outside of the rectory. Again, Father Gary’s brother, Don 
Sanders, saved the parish money, this time $40,000, by doing the remodel. Doug Mayoras, a 
respected architect, developed the plans for the conversion. Money to pay for the remodel 
came from the sale of St. Patrick’s share of the Sullivan House. Construction began February 15, 
and the center was in use by April 17, 1991. Father John F. Blethen joined the other priests in 
residence in June. His assignment was to the poor of Tijuana, especially as “protector of the 
orphanage La Gloria Hogan Infantil.” Lenten Soup Nights aided in financing the orphanage as 
well as the construction of houses in Tijuana. Also in June, Jon Connor became the first 
permanent deacon from the parish. A longtime parishioner, Elinor Edmiston, was in the 



spotlight in November. An official poet laureate of the United States, she celebrated her 100th 
birthday on November 25, 1991. 
 Throughout December, Father McGarvey unbeknownst to the parishioners, wrestled 
with a decision to accept an assignment as pastor to St. Joseph’s parish in Roseburg, Oregon. In 
January 1992, after 23 years of service to the parish, Father McGarvey left without saying good-
bye. Father Gary noted in the bulletin that it would have been “hard for him to say good-bye for 
a third time.” Father McGarvey did return in May, however, to celebrate his 50th anniversary of 
priesthood. 
 Again, from January 1992 until August 1992, Father Gary was without an assistant 
pastor. He asked for and was granted a sabbatical to Notre Dame University from August until 
December. Prior to his departure it was necessary to consolidate jobs even further. Mary Jo 
Waggoner was hired in June to serve as parish bookkeeper, RCIA director, adult education 
coordinator, music teacher for the school and school promotion for new parents. At the Town 
Hall that year Father Gary introduced and awarded the first Shamrock Award to Joseph and 
Gertrude Geddis for their long term and outstanding contributions to the parish. This annual 
award was often used to recognize outstanding members of the parish. In August, Father 
Thomas McLaughlin returned to the parish as administrator in Father Gary’s absence. Father 
Alan Charnon, from Vancouver, Canada, joined Father Tom in the rectory. When Father Gary 
returned in December, he was ready to tackle the continuing financial problems of the parish. 
 Early in 1993 he recruited Paula Brock and David Rowley to head up a capital campaign 
with the help of professional fund raiser, Terry Green. A feasibility study was conducted and a 
committee of twelve was recruited. Brother Mike Harkay joined the parish staff in September. 
In August, Father Gary and Patty Lawrence accompanied 13 youth from the parish to Denver, 
CO, to see the Pope on his tour. 
 Dan O’Neal became the first male principal of the school in 
July 1993 and was instrumental in increasing enrollment and 
balancing the budget. At the same time, the parish was busy 
preparing for the year-long 50th Anniversary of the school. On 
September 26, 1993, Father McGarvey was on hand as presider 
and preacher for the kickoff of the celebration “Fifty Years of 
Excellence in Education.” The kickoff was attended by former 
teaching staff, including some of the Sisters of St. Joseph, alumni, 
students, current staff, and parishioners. The year of celebration 
was interrupted, however, with tragedy. In February 1994, on yet 
another return trip to San Diego, Father McGarvey died suddenly. The 
outpouring of sympathy for the 76-year-old priest, who had not yet retired, was turned into the 
Father Vincent McGarvey Memorial Fund, a reserve account for the benefit of the school. 

At the Town Hall meeting in May, the Celebration Campaign’s goal of $659,500 was 
announced and the campaign was presented to the parish. Father Alan, who was gifted with a 
beautiful singing voice and sang every verse of a song, returned to Canada. At the close of the 
year the long celebration of the school in September 1994, the successful Celebration 
Campaign made it possible to present the school, through the Father Vincent McGarvey 
Memorial Fund with $10,000. In October, girls were allowed for the first time to participate as 
altar servers. Four girls completed training with the boys that year. 

School principal Dan O'Neal 



 Celebration Campaign funds were used in March 1995 to pay for Sunday vestments and 
tabernacle veils for the St. Augustine Chapel. By May 1995, $429,731 had been pledged as a 
part of the three-year capital campaign giving the pastor financial security for the first time, a 
present just in time for Father Gary’s 20th anniversary to the priesthood. Another $15,000 was 
added to the Father Vincent McGarvey Memorial Fund for the school. Additional funds were 
used to build an attractive fence for the parking lot and to create new gates between the 
church and the rectory. St. Patrick’s parish continued its ministries to others, developing the 
Catholic HIV ministry team in 1995. 
 By the mid-1990s the population of San Diego County reached 1,197,000. St. Patrick’s 
registered parishioners numbered 1,100 and the school enrollment was steady at 240.  
  
 
 

As the 20th century drew to a close, the world was experiencing tremendous change.  
Information technology, world travel, migration, an aging population, and shifts in social norms 
signified a transformation in the way many people lived.  For many, life went by at a faster 
pace, leaving little time for quiet reflection.  With change can come confusion, anxiety, and 
sometimes despair.  For the community of North Park in San Diego, which experienced these 
changes as much as anywhere, St. Patrick’s Church has been a resolute beacon of hope and 
consolation during times of unease.  Endowed with the traditions and teachings of the Catholic 
faith, the people of St. Patrick’s have served their parish and community with an enthusiasm 
and joy reflected in the Gospels.  The parish ended the millennium proud of its near eighty-year 
history, but ever-mindful of the great tasks at hand and the challenges to come.   

 
 In 1997 Father Thomas McLaughlin became St. Patrick’s 13th pastor.  Quiet and dignified, 
Fr. Tom had a remarkable personal history.  Born in the Midwest, he moved with his family to 
California as a teenager and attended St. Augustine High School while World War II was raging.  
At the end of his senior year, before graduation, he joined the U.S. Army Air Corps as a 
navigator and ended up flying 25 missions over Germany.  In February 1945, his plane was shot 
down, and he was presumed dead by his family and friends.  Imagine their shock at seeing him 
a few months later after being released from a German prisoner of war camp.  This earned him 
the nickname “Spook” among his friends.   

Father Tom gave a steady hand to the management of the 
parish.  He established a formal parish financial council to manage 
parish finances, prepared annual financial reports, and submitted 
detailed budgets to the diocese.  Several long-term development 
plans were adopted to fund much needed repairs to the grounds 
and buildings, which were carefully laid out by professional workers.  
Father Jim Retzner, O.S.A., a certified hospital chaplain, became the 
associate pastor, and the ministry of home visitation of the sick and 
the HIV/AIDS program was broadened.  St. Patrick’s joined several 
other North Park churches to assist nearby St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church in the collection of food for poor families in the area.   Father Thomas McLaughlin, 13th 

pastor 



 It was clear to all parishioners who knew him that Father Tom had an unmistakable love 
of the parish he served.  On being reassigned in 1999 to become the Augustinian vocation 
director in San Francisco, he wrote a beautiful farewell to the parish he so loved: 
 “Today I am offering my final Sunday Masses here at St. Patrick’s Parish.  It is with a touch of 
sadness that I move on, but also with gratitude that I have been supported by so many faithful 
parishioners, especially during the last two years that I have served as administrator.  We Augustinians 
know it is part of our life to respond to the needs of the Church whenever we are sent to do so by our 
superiors.  Sometimes it is not easy, but God speaks to us through those called to lead us.  After twenty-
four years in parish ministry, I shall find it difficult to enter into a new phase of my life.  I leave you all 
with many fond memories of the seven years I have spent here at St. Patrick’s.  God bless you all, and 
please pray for me.” 
 
 Father Jim Mott succeeded Father Tom in 1999.  He surely didn’t need much time to get 
acquainted with the parish and its facilities-he grew up in the parish and graduated from St. 
Patrick’s School in 1953, and then from St. Augustine High School in 1957.  Before coming to St. 
Patrick’s Fr. Jim had been a parish priest in other communities for 15 years.  Father Mott’s 
tenure as pastor was relatively brief, one year. 
 

 
 
 
  

 
 
Following Father Jim Mott’s departure Father Anthony Wasko, the associate pastor, 

assumed the role of parish administrator, a temporary post.  In 2001 Father Raymond Elam was 
named pastor.  As a youth Father Ray, a California native, attended the Augustinian boarding 
school in Ojai, from which he graduated in 1961.  He was ordained a priest in 1970 and served 
in many capacities, including helping the development of those called to the priesthood and 
parish work, serving in California, Wisconsin, Oregon, Hawaii, and others.  Father Ray 
celebrated his 50th anniversary in the priesthood in 2020. 

Father Ray served as St. Patrick’s pastor for three years, with Father Tom Verber serving 
as associate.  Upon Father Ray’s departure Father Tom became pastor, assuming the role on 
August 1, 2003.   

Father Tom was born in Racine, Wisconsin, the home of an Augustinian novitiate.  He 
served as Deacon at St. Patrick’s and in hospital chaplaincy.  He was ordained here at St. 
Patrick’s.   After ordination he worked at St. Patrick’s as an associate before becoming pastor, a 
role he served until 2010.   

Father James Mott, 14th pastor Father Anthony Wasko, parish 
administrator 
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Despite the repairs to the church and facilities previously 
accomplished, much remained to be done.  Of great importance was 
the upgrading of the electrical service to the entire plant. It is not 
unusual for an old building to have an electrical fire with catastrophic 
consequences. The level of service installed in the 1920s had to be 
reworked to meet the needs of the 21st century.  
 In 2004 Father Tom petitioned San Diego Gas and Electric 
company to permit more capacity for the church and the entire block.  
After about a year SDG&E consented, and, at considerable expense to 
the parish, began digging up Capps Street for the installation of new 
generators.  With the expert help of parishioner Nayo Jaime, a trench 
was dug across the parking lot to lay cable to all buildings of the 

parish, except the rectory. All old wires were pulled from all buildings and replaced by new 
wiring.  A massive amount of safe new electrical capacity was added. 
 A major overhaul of the school and hall took place in the spring of 2007.  The Shea 
Foundation is a philanthropic organization of Mr. John Shea, grandson of the imminently 
successful construction company owner J.F. Shea.  A devout Catholic, Mr. Shea dedicated 
himself to good works, many of them involving branches of the Catholic church. St. Patrick’s 
applied, and received, a grant for improvements in the school. Work began in the summer. 
Improvements were many, and included a new roof and installation of Spanish clay tiles, 
electrical system upgrade, new flooring, window replacement, replacement of damaged wood, 
and many others. The project, done with Shea Homes tremendous gift of $700,000, was carried 
out in 100 days, in time for school to open in the fall.  Many talented parishioners volunteered 
to make the job run smoothly and take care of finishing needs, such as installing a PA system, 
internet, and shelving.  
 Father Tom was succeeded as pastor by Father Michael McFadden, a veteran priest who 

had served all over the world.  Born in 1937, Father Mike grew up 
in Philadelphia and attended Villanova University with a degree in 
economics.  In 1959 he was drafted into the U.S. Army and spent 
two years as a communications specialist.  Following ordination in 
1967, Father Mike worked in parishes and schools in the United 
States and did missionary work in Central America, spending much 
time working with refugees from war-torn areas.  Before coming to 
St. Patrick’s Father Mike served as pastor at Our Mother of Good 
Counsel parish in Los Angeles and at St. Thomas Aquinas parish in 

Ojai, California.   
When Father Mike McFadden became pastor in 2010 more 

improvements on the church facilities began.  The outside of the church was painted, overhead 
fans and a new sound system were installed in the church, the house on Ray Street owned by 
the church through a donation was renovated, new carpeting was installed in the choir loft and 
sacristy, the parking lot was resurfaced, a new tile floor was installed in the hall, and a pre-
school was established.   
 The rectory was a center of much discussion among parishioners for many years.  The 
multi-functional building was constructed in the 1920s (it is the longest standing piece of parish 
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property), and by the end of the century it was badly in need of repair.  The Sisters of Saint 
Joseph no longer occupied the convent on the south side of the campus, and that building was 
serving as the parish office, sharing space with the school administration.  The original rectory 
was mainly unoccupied except for some art classes and informal meetings.  Some felt the 
building should be torn down and the space used for another purpose.  Others felt it should be 
restored to its original use.  When Father Michael McFadden became pastor in 2010, he made 
the decision to restore the rectory, and today it again serves as the residence for the priests as 
well as the church’s administrative center. 
 To assist with electrical service, a battery of solar cells was erected in the church parking 
lot. The cost for the project was $140,000, and annual savings on the parish’s electricity bill is 
around $4,000. 
  

When Father Carlos Medina became pastor in 2018 work still needed to be done.  The 
biggest challenge was the basement underneath the sacristy and sanctuary.  With the help of 

some parishioners, Father Carlos was able to do much of the work 
himself.  The basement was cleaned, mold removed, plumbing fixed and 
replaced, cabinetry replaced, and water damage repaired.  A french 
drain was installed to prevent future water damage. 

In addition to the basement work Father Carlos oversaw the 
painting of the interior of the church, the spacing and securing of the 
pews, the south door repair, the replacement of the confessional 
window frames and the door of the sacristy, the installation of security 
cameras, and the base of the altar refinished.  Much of this work was 
done by volunteer parishioners, Father Carlos, and Brother Arturo.   
 Much work was also completed on the hall and the hall kitchen, 
the restrooms, and the school.  By the year 2020 the facilities of St. 

Patrick’s, church, rectory, hall, restrooms, school, and other properties were in very good 
condition. 
  

It was obvious to many in the late 20th century that the number of religious vocations 
was severely declining.  Many parish priests were well past fifty years of age, many continuing 
to work well into their seventies when they rightfully should have been retired.  Fortunately, 
the Augustinians, and St. Patrick’s parish, saw a resurgence of vocations near the end of the 
20th and beginning of the twenty-first centuries. 

Ordination to the priesthood is a joyous event, involving the entire parish as well as 
travelers and dignitaries from around the world.  Like a wedding, it is a celebration, and a time 
to give thanks to God for the wonderful sacrament we enjoy together.  Becoming an 
Augustinian priest is a long journey, and as with any profession there are requirements to be 
met, and milestones to be achieved.  The initial formation of an Augustinian begins with the 
Pre-Novitiate period, in which the candidate lives in community with a group of Augustinians.  
Usually, the Pre-Novice studies theology during this time, and discerns, together with the 
Augustinians, whether he’s called to advance to the Novitiate. The Novitiate is a year where the 
Novice deepens their spirituality and prayer, learns the history of the Order, and contemplates 
the vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience.  After completing the Novitiate, upon mutual 
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agreement between the Novice and the Order, the man professes simple or temporary vows, 
which can be renewed every year. After at least three years in simple vows, the friar or brother 
may request to profess solemn or permanent vows. During the time in temporary vows, the 
simply professed brother studies theology and engages in supervised pastoral ministry.  
 Since 1999 seven men have served as deacons at St. Patrick’s and went on to be 
ordained to the priesthood, either at St. Patrick’s or a nearby church.  Here is some biographical 
information about these admirable men: 
 

Father Thomas Verber, OSA was born in 1940 in Racine, Wisconsin, appropriately, the 
site of an Augustinian novitiate.  He attended Catholic schools St. Edward’s and St. Catherine’s 
High School in Racine and received his bachelor’s degree in education and music at Dominican 
College, also in Racine.  He went on to earn a Master of Divinity degree at Washington 
Theological Union, as well as an advanced degree at Western Michigan University.  Fr. Tom’s 
sister is Dominican Sister Jean Verber, and he is the cousin of Brother Wayne Madalla.  Before 
ordination Fr. Tom served in hospital chaplaincy, as well as a deacon at St. Patrick’s.  While he 
was ordained later in life, Fr. Tom had a vigorous priesthood, serving as both associate and 
pastor at several churches, including the nine years he spent at St. Patrick’s.  Fr. Tom is now 
retired, and lives in residence in the friary at Austin House in San Diego. 
 

Father Maxime Villenueve, OSA, of French-Canadian ancestry, was born in Houston, 
Texas in 1987.  His family re-located to southern California, and he attended school in Pacific 
Palisades, first at Marquez Elementary, then Corpus Christi.  He completed 8th grade at San 
Roque school in Santa Barbara and went to high school at Bridgemont High in San Francisco.  Fr. 
Max’ college training began here in San Diego with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Religious 
Studies at San Diego State University.  He received his Master of Divinity from Catholic 
Theological Union, and in 2020 he began working on his master’s degree in Catholic Education 
at the University of San Francisco.  Fr. Max’s granduncle was Father Benoit Trepanier.  Fr. Max 
has always been interested in education, and while in formation he directed religious education 
Sunday school, and Confirmation classes at Saint Gabriel parish in Chicago.  He also served at St. 
Augustine High School, teaching and leading campus ministry.  After ordination at St. Patrick’s, 
he has been stationed at St. Augustine’s, where he served as chaplain, while helping with 
Sunday Mass at St. Patrick’s and other parishes in the Diocese. 
 

Father Sarfraz Alam, OSA was born in 1984 in Pakistan, in the city of Hyderabad, the 
capital of the Sindh Province.  Hyderabad has five Catholic churches, and Fr. Sarfraz attended 
St. Bonaventure’s boys High School there.  His aunt is Catholic Sister Mary Francis of the 
Franciscan Missionaries of Mary.  His nephew, Sunil Ashraf, is a Deacon being readied for the 
priesthood.  Fr. Sarfraz attended St. Mary’s Seminary in Lahore, then received his graduate 
degrees in Divinity at the National Institute of Theology in Karachi, Pakistan, and Biblical 
Ministry at Catholic Theological Union, Chicago.  While in formation, Fr. Sarfraz worked with 
many poor and refugees, serving in the dining hall at St. Anthony’s in San Francisco as well as 
Catholic Charities.  He also served as an intern in hospital chaplaincy at Sharp Memorial 
Hospital in San Diego, and as a campus minister at St. Augustine High School.  After ordination 
Fr. Sarfraz has been assigned to Sacred Heart Parish in Ocean Beach, as well as St. Augustine 



H.S. before returning to St. Patrick’s as associate pastor.  He also serves an active role at St. 
John Paul the Great Catholic University in Escondido. 
 

Father Adnan Ghani, OSA was born in Lalamusa, Pakistan, a city of about 95,000 in the 
northwestern part of the country.  He attended Tamire Milat school in Lalamusa, and then St. 
Joseph’s Catholic High School in nearby Gujranwala.  For college Fr. Adnan attended two 
seminaries in Pakistan, Our Lady of Lourdes in Rawalpindi, and St. Francis Xavier in Lahore.  His 
studies in theology were first in Pakistan at Christ the King Seminary in Karachi, then at Catholic 
Theological Union in Chicago, USA.  Father Adnan has worked extensively with the poor and 
sick, doing work at Father Joe’s Village in San Diego, Franciscan Physician’s Hospital in Munster, 
Indiana, and serving at St. Rita’s school in Chicago, and St. Anthony’s Soup Kitchen in San 
Francisco.  He has an advanced degree in Chaplaincy, and after ordination he began work in 
chaplaincy at Kaiser and Alvarado Hospitals in San Diego, as well as Sojourn/Bristol Hospice. 
 

Father Alvin Paligutan, OSA was born in Cavite City, Philippines in 1969.  His primary 
school education was at Marist School in Metro Manila. His family came to the United States 
when he was 13, and he attended high school at Montgomery High here in San Diego.  He 
attended UC Davis, where he earned a Bachelor’s degree in International Relations, followed by 
a Master of Public Administration degree from the University of Pittsburgh.  His post-graduate 
degrees are Masters of Divinity from Washington Theological Union, and a Masters’ degree in 
Catholic School Teaching from the University of San Francisco.  During formation Father Alvin 
brought communion to hospitalized patients at Providence Hospital in Washington D.C., and he 
worked with men recuperating from alcoholism and women needing support at Gift of Peace, 
run by Mother Teresa’s order, the Missionaries of Charity.   He also worked in pastoral care at 
San Isidro Church, an Augustinian parish in Morropon, Piura, Peru.  He served as a teacher’s 
aide and tutor in English as a Second Language classes at Villanova Preparatory School, Ojai, 
California.  He was also a deacon at St Anthony of Padua Church in Washington, D.C.  Following 
ordination, Father Alvin spent six years teaching at St. Augustine High School, then another five 
years teaching at Villanova Prep in Ojai.  He was then assigned as associate pastor at Our 
Mother of Good Counsel parish in Los Angeles.  After a year as associate, he was named that 
church’s pastor. 
 

Father Carlos Medina, OSA was born in1986 in the city of Barranquilla, a picturesque city 
on the northeast coast of Colombia.  He attended grammar school in Bogota at Jordan de 
Sajonia School, after which he moved with his family to northern California.  He went to high 
school at Northgate High in Walnut Creek, CA.  He began college at Diablo Valley College in 
Pleasant Hill, CA, then attended UC Berkeley where he received his bachelor’s degree in 
philosophy.  He received his Master’s of Divinity at Catholic Theological Union in Chicago.  
Father Carlos’ Great-aunt is Sister Carmen Sofia Ferrer, a nun in the Presentation Order, and his 
uncle is Father Nelson Medina of the Dominican Order (OP).  During formation Father worked 
as an intern in hospital and hospice chaplaincy, and worked with refugee resettlement 
programs, including a Catholic community of refugees from Burma.  Following ordination 
Father Carlos became associate pastor of St. Patrick’s, then was named Administrator, then 



served two years as the parish’s pastor. In 2021 Father Carlos was assigned to become the 
director of novices in Pennsylvania. 
 

Father Philip Yang was not ordained at St. Patrick’s; that took place in Los Angeles where 
his family resides. But Fr. Philip served the parish in many ways both before and after 
ordination, so it felt to many as if his Sacrament of Holy Orders was as very much a part of St. 
Patrick’s.  Born in Los Angeles, Fr. Philip attended St. Irenaeus school, then went to Servite High 
School.  His college studies included a bachelor’s degree in history from the University of 
California at Irvine, and a master’s degree in Divinity at Catholic Theological Union.  While in 
formation Fr. Philip was very active in St. Patrick’s parish work, and he also assisted in the 
Alcoholics and Addicts Ministry for a Native American community.  After ordination Fr. Philip 
became associate pastor at St. Patrick’s.   Fr. Philip was always involved with youth and young 
adult activities, both formally and informally.  In 2020 the Augustinians named him vocation 
director, a position he assumed in San Francisco. 
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The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is a very orderly event, and, as parishioners, we are very 
used to it proceeding in a systematic, neatly arranged format.  But there are many small details 
that must be scrupulously observed to help create the beautiful, liturgically compliant 
celebration we come to expect.  The priest celebrating the Mass is ultimately responsible for 
the proper format, but working with him every day is the sacristan, the behind-the-scenes 
person who sees to it that the details are carefully and reverently met.   
 St. Patrick’s has been blessed with truly conscientious, devoted, and knowledgeable 
sacristans for many years.  Attending daily Mass and most Sunday Masses, they have diligently 
performed their duties with patience, piety, and dedication.  Masses and other liturgical 
celebrations are conducted flawlessly because of their efforts.   
 The sacristan selects the proper vestments to be worn by the priest, prepares the sacred 
vessels, portions out the proper amounts of bread and wine, sees to it that the altar covering is 
appropriate, makes sure the candles are in place, and takes care of the lighting and perhaps the 
heating in the church.  Sometimes the priest will find and mark the missal for the day’s 
readings, sometimes it is up to the sacristan.  If special supplies are needed, such as holy water, 
chrism, or incense, the sacristan makes sure they are available.   
 Sometimes lectors or eucharistic ministers are not available and the sacristan must fill 
in.  They answer altar servers’ questions and provide correction and guidance when required.  
They must know the location of all the many artifacts used in liturgical celebrations and how to 
order supplies.   
 There are many more duties of the sacristan, whose work is largely unheralded, but 
vital.  The parish owes them a great debt of gratitude for a job well done. 
The sacristans of St. Patrick’s:  
Joseph Geddis, Bette Nystrom, Nydia Vian, Terrence Geddis, Gene Garibay, George Vian 

In addition to sacristans, St. Patrick’s has had other dedicated workers who work behind 
the scenes to ensure a beautiful liturgy.  The Mission Circle and Archconfraternity of the 
Blessed Sacrament were both active in the sewing of vestments and altar cloths, and ensuring 
that the church was appropriately adorned for special feasts.  They also were responsible for 
the church’s cleaning and upkeep.  While no longer active, the women of these organizations 
for many years gave of themselves for more beautiful, inspirational celebrations.  

 
  
 

  
 
 

 
 

 

The Vian Family 

Terry Geddis 

Bette Nystrom 

Joe and Gertrude Geddis 

Gene Garibay 



The Coronavirus Disease-19 Pandemic Beginning 2020 
 

 On March 11, 2020, a woman who had recently returned to San Diego from a holiday 
with friends in Colorado was seen in the emergency room of a local hospital. She was gravely ill 
and was admitted directly into the intensive care unit.  Tests showed she had contracted 
Coronavirus Disease-19, or Covid-19.  An epidemic of epic proportions had arrived in San Diego. 
 Covid-19 was first described in medical literature in December 2019, but it no doubt had 
been circulating several months before then.  An epidemic in Wuhan, China in December and 
January alerted medical authorities of impending danger, but most hoped for a quick 
resolution.  There had been warnings before, including H5N1 influenza in China (bird flu), 
severe acute respiratory symptom (SARS) in China in 2003, H1N1 influenza in 2009 (swine flu), 
and Middle Eastern Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) in 2011.  All represented a worldwide threat 
to health, but all were contained after a few months with no significant spreading.  Initially it 
was hoped the Covid -19 threat would follow the same pattern, but, unfortunately, it quickly 
became a pandemic. 
 The first notable site of infection outside of China was northern Italy, followed soon 
after by New York City.  Hospitals were overwhelmed, and deaths reported were in the 
hundreds per day.  With amazing speed, the virus was soon spreading worldwide with 
tremendous medical, economic, and social repercussions.   
 Following the initial San Diego case in early March local public health and government 
officials made the difficult decision to lock down the community, severely limiting assemblies, 
work, and travel.  St. Patrick’s was directly affected, as all religious services and school 
attendance were prohibited.  St. Patrick’s pastor Father Carlos Medina and school principal 
Hernan Valdivia quickly adapted, and Sunday Mass and school instruction were available online 
just a week after the shutdown.  In San Diego, as well as in much of the USA, the months of 
April and May 2020 were marked by severe restrictions of activity.  Assemblies of all types were 
barred with most people confined to their homes, creating hardships for many.  Face masks 
were required to be worn by all people outside their homes, and a new term entered the 
lexicon, “social distancing”—people not living in the same household had to remain at least six 
feet apart from each other.  Covid-19 was unique among viral infections, as children and young 
adults were usually not severely affected, but older people and those with underlying health 
conditions were.  For older and immunologically compromised people getting food and 
medicine was vital, but perilous.  St. Patrick’s parish recognized the problem and immediately 
set up a network of people to determine the community members most at risk and assist in 
their aid.  Parishioners donated money for food and medicine, and young members of the 
parish assisted in its distribution.  
 By June 2020 it appeared the disease was receding—the numbers of positive tests and 
hospital admissions were going down significantly.  With summer approaching the decision was 
made by state and local governments to “open up” the community, allowing more activity.  In 
the summer of 2020 churches could open, but with strict adherence to facial covering and 
social distance adherence.  The interior of the church was cordoned off to accommodate the 
regulations, with markers placed every six feet and every other pew left empty.  Ushers were 
given special training to assist parishioners in remaining safe and adhering to regulations.  



Communion from the cup was discontinued, and the bread could only be distributed to the 
hand.  Mass concluded after communion. 
 As the summer of 2020 progressed it seemed things were returning to normal.  Case 
numbers and deaths were down, and people were optimistic that the worst was over.  It was 
not to be, however, as a second wave hit.  By November hospital admissions and deaths were 
at record highs.  St. Patrick’s school, as opposed to schools of the San Diego Unified School 
District, was open for most of the period, albeit with facial coverings and social distancing 
required.  Mass was held outside exclusively.  Fortunately, the weather during the fall of 2020 
and winter 2021 was not severe, and most weekly Masses proceeded as scheduled.  Chairs in 
the parking lot were spaced at least six feet apart and awnings were set up by parishioners for 
protection from the weather.  The Saturday and Sunday 5:30 pm Masses were discontinued, 
leaving only the 7:30, 9:30, and 11:30 Masses.  The bishop had dispensed the requirement for 
Sunday Mass attendance, but the numbers of people attending were surprisingly robust, with 
around half the number usually seen on Sundays.   Sunday collections dropped by about half. 
 

Under the direction of Father Carlos Medina, St. Patrick’s was at the forefront of San 
Diego churches in adjusting to the restrictions required to mitigate the pandemic.  Online 
Masses, training of ushers and parish staff, communication with parishioners, helping those in 
need, and even drive-thru confessions all helped make the best of a terrible situation.   
 With the advent of winter coronavirus cases in San Diego and the rest of the world 
increased dramatically.  Hospitals and intensive care units filled to capacity.  Heavy restrictions 
on social gatherings were imposed by government and public health officials.  The most 
demanding and sorrowful ministry of the church was hospital chaplaincy.  Father Adnan Ghani 
was ordained at St. Patrick’s in December of 2019, just as the pandemic was beginning.  
Experienced in chaplaincy, Father Adnan was plunged into extremely trying circumstances at 
two local hospitals.  Priests are often called to administer to the dying, both to give comfort and 
to administer the last rights.  Father Adnan, as well as other local hospital chaplains, was 
overwhelmed by the sheer magnitude and sadness of the epidemic.  Priests and other clergy 
weren’t allowed by hospital rules to directly attend to the sick.  Doing so could potentially 
expose the individual to the virus and they would need to be quarantined for up to two weeks.  
In an interview with the Diocesan newspaper The Southern Cross, Father Adnan described the 
difficult and demanding work: 
 “One day he came to the hospital to anoint a patient.  Before he left, eight others 
required it.  Two of them died before he left the hospital, another the following day. 
He recalled an occasion when he was called for a severely ill 26-year-old COVID patient.  He 
wanted to enter the patient’s room and administer the sacrament of the anointing of the sick in 
the traditional manner.  He was told by hospital personnel that if he did so he would be 
considered exposed and would have to leave the hospital immediately, not even allowed to visit 
the patient’s family in the waiting room.  He had to bless the patient through the glass divider.”   
              Unfortunately, many who died of the disease did so alone, often in a hospital intensive 
care unit surrounded by machines and equipment rather than loving family members.  

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



As winter 2021 ended and the Lenten and Easter seasons approached, the epidemic in 
San Diego lessened.  St. Patrick’s continued to abide by recommendations of local public health 
officials, and Masses and other liturgical observances were still celebrated in the church parking 
lot.  Weddings and funerals were allowed in the church, provided attendance remained less 
than 60 people and facial coverings and social distancing were observed.  As with most things, 
longer-term familiarity brings acceptance, and measures to prevent the spread of the virus 
became routine.  While not nearly ideal, the celebration of the Eucharist in the parking lot did 
not lose its dignity or sanctity.  Father Carlos Medina, Father Sarfraz Alam, sacristan George 
Vian, the music ministers, ushers, Eucharistic ministers, and other faithful parishioners made 
the transition to the unusual observances beautiful and in keeping with the holiness of the 
sacraments.   
 Father Carlos Medina was reassigned in June of 2021 to 
serve as Director of Novices in Pennsylvania. His replacement was 
Father Carlos Flores, a resident of Panama. Unfortunately, the 
transition was not a quick one, as Father Flores had trouble 
obtaining a visa. Travel during the pandemic was subject to 
severe restrictions.  He arrived in San Diego in November 2021. 
During the transition Father Wm. Tom Davis assumed the 
position of parish administrator.  Following Father Carlos’ arrival 
Father Tom stayed on as associate pastor. 
 At the time of Father Medina’s departure, the pandemic 
was again receding, but it certainly did not disappear. The government and local public health 
authorities, as well as the San Diego diocese, allowed Mass and other liturgies to be celebrated 
inside the church. Social distancing and facial coverings were required, but returning to the 
interior of the church was most welcome.  
 Unfortunately, weekly Mass attendance at St. Patrick’s remained much reduced.  Before 
the pandemic between 800-1000 people attended Sunday Mass. In September of 2021 
attendance was just over 400.  The decline in regular church attendance reflected a pattern 
seen in churches of all denominations experienced throughout the entire United states. 
 
 St. Patrick’s school, in operation since 1944, experienced considerable change in the first 
two decades of the century. The community of North Park had been in economic decline for the 
last twenty years of the 20th century, with an aging population and a departure of young 
people.  Businesses were closing, many houses and buildings needed refurbishing, and the 
unemployment level was high. All of this had an impact on the school, with enrollment eroding. 
Many Catholic schools throughout the United States were forced to close, and some worried 
that St. Patrick’s school would suffer the same fate.  
 Fortunately, not only did the school remain open during difficult times, but it also 
flourished. Dan O’Neal, the school principal for many years, worked with pastor Father Michael 
McFadden to bring in new funding and invigoration. The Province of St. Augustine and the 
Augustinian Foundation were of immense assistance in carrying the school through some 
difficult financial times.  In 2018 two changes were made to the parish leadership: Father Carlos 
Medina became pastor and Hernan Valdivia principal of the school. Working closely with their 
predecessors and a strong finance board for guidance, both brought a dynamic, youthful 
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outlook. While neither could predict the pandemic and its dreadful impact, both proceeded 
with confidence and a professional manner to bring the school through very harsh 
circumstances. 

 The school, like the parish, very quickly offered online education 
during the lock-down, as opposed to the public schools which 
remained closed. Learning continued at nearly the pre-pandemic 
level. In the fall of 2020, the school was fully open for instruction, 
while, of course, adhering to the safety guidelines set down by 
Public Health. While many Catholic schools throughout the country 
were experiencing enrollment declines, St. Patrick’s saw a surge in 
new students, with a student population of 190 compared to pre-
pandemic enrollment of around 156. Most activities continued as 
usual, with over 50% of students participating in sports, 100% in 

the music program, and other activities virtually unaffected. Standardized test scores showed 
no appreciable decline in student performance. Parents widely expressed gratitude and 
satisfaction with the school’s performance, and in the fall of 2021, at the end of the parish’s 
100th year, St. Patrick’s school is a model for others. 
  
 
 
 
 
 As the first hundred years of St. Patrick’s parish in North Park ended, there were many 
questions, church attendance and financial issues being chief among them. But the parish has 
seen it all before, and has overcome them with courage, dedication, dignity, and honor. Under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the contribution of the Augustinian Order, St. Patrick’s is a 
family of believers, working as one to benefit all. For those of us blessed by being a part of it all, 
we are truly grateful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School principal Hernan Valdivia 



St. Patrick’s Pastors:      Administrators: 
 

1. 1922-1924 Father Gregory Ashe   Alfred Valiquette, O.S.A.    1923-24 
 

2. 1925-1926 Father Thomas Healy, O.S.A.  Henry Carr, O.S.A.       1968 
 

3. 1926-1941 Father John Daley, O.S.A.  Anthony Wasko, O.S.A.   2000-2001 
 

4. 1941-1943 Father Thomas Rowan, O.S.A. Wm. Tom Davis, O.S.A.     2021 
 

5. 1943-1950 Father John Burns, O.S.A. 
 

6. 1950-1956 Father Thomas Austin, O.S.A. 
 

7. 1956-1958 Father John Burns, O.S.A. 
 

8. 1958-1966 Father John Costigan, O.S.A. 
 

9. 1966-1971 Father John Kelly, O.S.A. 
 

10. 1971-1980 Father Vincent McGarvey, O.S.A. 
 

11. 1980-1987 Father Robert Gavotto, O.S.A. 
 

12. 1987-1997 Father Gary Sanders, O.S.A. 
 

13. 1997-1999  Father Thomas McLaughlin, O.S.A. 
 

14. 1999-2000  Father James Mott, O.S.A. 
 

15. 2001-2003  Father Raymond Elam, O.S.A. 
 

16. 2003-2010 Father Thomas Verber, O.S.A. 
 

17. 2010-2018 Father Michael McFadden, O.S.A. 
 

18. 2018-2021 Father Carlos Medina, O.S.A. 
 

19. 2021-  Father Carlos Flores Haylock, O.S.A. 
 
O.S.A., Order of Saint Augustine 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The rectory was the first permanent building 
constructed, 1922 



 

 
 
Iste est panis quem deus dedit vobis ad vescendum      David et ominis Domus Israel ducebat 
arcem   
 
Ecce ego vobiscum omnibus diebus usoue consummationem Saeculi   Math 28-20 

 
 
 
 

Carving over the front door of the church. Presentation of the Blessed Sacrament 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Rosewheel above church entrance 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Organists Roma Frey, John Nelson, Edna Keays 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We honor these members of Saint Patrick’s Parish who died in service 
during World War II, Korea, or Vietnam: 
 
Carey, Edward J Davis, Frank A.  James, Edward R Prusa, Harold W. 
Clement, Lester R. Enneking, William A. Johnson, Arthur A. Spoo, Harold H 
Coons, Peter M. Flores, Daniel  Naumann, Francis E. Sullivan, James W. 
Coster, Nicholas J. Hauser, Vincent V. O’Connor, Richard Wilkinson, John A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This centennial document was the work of many.  Among them: 
 
Father Henry Carr, O.S.A.  St. Patrick’s historian 
Father John Sanders, O.S.A. Author, “Before all Else,” an historical narrative of the 

Augustinians of southern California 
Jody Rowley    Parishioner; researcher and author of first 75 years 
Daniel Keays    Parishioner; researcher and author of latest 25 years 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 


