
To the Engaged Couple   
 
The people of St. Monica share your joy for the love you have for each other.  We want to help you 
prepare for your wedding day, and for a long, happy life together.  It is our goal to provide a marriage 
preparation experience that will add strength to the foundation of your marriage.   
 
It is easy to get caught up in the celebration of the wedding and lose sight of the reason for the occasion: 
A wedding is, first of all, a sacramental event, a religious rite!  Even if your wedding will not 
include the celebration of the Mass, the ceremony still is taking place under the roof where the Blessed 
Sacrament resides.  Your wedding plans and decisions on appropriateness should take this into 
consideration. 

 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION PROGRAM 
 
The Archdiocese of Indianapolis recognizes the importance of the marriage Preparation Program as a 
foundation for better marriages.  Catholics planning to marry in the archdiocese are required to 
complete such a program.  Marriage preparation at St. Monica Church offers you a variety of 
opportunities to deepen your relationship, to discover more about yourself and the partner you plan to 
marry—your strengths, weaknesses, and the expectations each of you bring to the marriage.    The four 
minimum requirements of the program include: 
  

1. Fill out a form at the parish office with one of the secretaries. An initial interview with the 
priest you want to officiate at your wedding to discuss your preliminary marriage plans.  
This should be at least 6-9 months in advance of the anticipated wedding date. Call the 
Parish Office to check on availability of dates and to set an appointment with the priest. 

 
 A newly issued baptism certificate from the Catholic church of 

baptism is to be given to the priest for your file or mailed to the office as 
soon as possible.  Non-Catholics, if baptized, are also asked to present 
documentation of their baptism. 

 
2. Participation in one or more of the enrichment programs offered for engaged couples.  The 

Fatima Retreat House located at 5353 East 56th Street offers a TOBIT Weekend Retreat.  
To find out information regarding this weekend, go to 
http://www.archindy.org/fatima/calendar/tobit.html or call317-545-7681. 

 
3. A couple-relationship inventory.  A sponsor couple from the parish will help you to 

interpret the evaluations of your inventories and what the inventories reveal about you as 
individuals and your relationship.  The priest will give you the name and phone number of 
the trained married couple you are to call for appointments. 

 
4. A second meeting with the priest to discuss your experiences in the preparation process and 

receive additional instructions on marriage as a sacrament 6 weeks before the wedding.  The 
priest also will help you plan your wedding ceremony in accordance with the liturgical 
guidelines from the Archdiocesan Office of Worship. 

 
At this meeting, be prepared to discuss with the priest the full list of family and friends who will be a 
part of your wedding.  Include Lectors and any special musicians.  (See the section on Music for 
important information concerning guest organists.)  If you are planning a Mass, remember you will 
need Altar Servers, Gift Bearers, and Eucharistic Ministers.  The priest will help you arrange for 
ministers from the parish if you need help. 
 

The success of your marriage preparation experience program will depend on you.  It is your 
responsibility to schedule the meetings and the sessions in a timely manner, and to complete all the 
meetings well in advance of your wedding.  It is up to you to give the time and attention needed for the 
program to be meaningful for both of you.   
 
It is our prayer that your participation in Marriage Preparation evenings and retreats will be a time of 
honest soul-searching, and that this preparation would be a portal to a holy, joyous, life-long loving 
relationship. 

 


