September 2, 2021

Purity of Heart: Loving God
Week 22 of Ordinary Time, Cycle B

"In your observance of the commandments of the LORD, your God,
which I enjoin upon you, you shall not add to what I command you nor subtract from it.
Observe them carefully... "
-cf. Dt 4:1-8

The LAW

The Jewish Law is contained
in the Torah, which includes
the first five books of the
Bible. In those five books
there are 613 commands.
These are only the written
portion of "the LAW,"
however. The Law - or the
Torah - in its widest sense is
everything reveald by God
and includes an "oral
tradition" with many more
customs, regulations, and
commands.

At the heart of the Law is
the Ten Commandments.
These are the binding
obligation for every Jew who
wishes to live faithfully the
Covenant with God, who
freed them from Egypt. The
Ten Commandments can be
further simplified into one
GREAT COMMANDMENT:
Love God above all else &
love your neighbor as
yourself.

HOMEWORK & REFLECTION
Homework
Read Chapters 25, 26 & 27 of USCCA - be
ready to tell others what you have
learned - what might have surprised you in these chapters. How do Protestants
and Catholics number the 10
Commandments differently?
Pray the Scriptures of August 29
Learn the "great commandment" and the
first three of the Ten Commandments by
heart.
Practice "reverence" by praying in silence
for five minutes each day in the coming
week. Let your heart be open to God's
presence. Give praise & thanks to God.

SHARE
Have you ever experienced a sense of
God’s closeness or God’s love or a sense
of great peace? Where were you? What
were you doing? How was God part of
this experience?
How do we make God the center of our
lives, rather than something on the side?
What things in your life take the place that
only God should have?
Where do other people fit into the order
of "reverence"?
What does “reverence” for God “look like”?
What reverence is due to holy objects?
To other people? How is reverence
always the same? How is reverence
different according to what we are
reverencing?

Purity

Soren Kierkegaard, a Danish philosopher, wrote
a work called "Purity of Heart is to Will One
Thing" - in which the "one thing" is to will the
WILL of God - in other words, to desire what
God desires for us.
Today's Gospel insists that purity/cleanliness
can only come from within us: it is what in our
hearts that has the power to make us clean or
unclean - not what is from the outside.
This week's second reading reminds us that all
good gifts come from God. This reading
enjoins us: "Humbly welcome the word that
has been planted in you...Religion that is pure
and undefiled before God and the Father is
this: to care for orphans and widows in their
affliction and to keep oneself unstained by the
world."

