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We have what we call a "conscience" - often described as an
"interior voice" that tells us when we are doing something

wrong.  Our conscience is often an "intuitive ability" to judge
right from wrong in any given moment - but because of sin, our

conscience can often be wrong.
 

This is further complicated by the fact that  because of the
existence of evil, we often have to choose between flawed

options, none of them perfectly "good" or completely "evil" - we
have to remember, too, that there are often more than just two

options. 
 Through constant prayer & Church teaching, God guides us
and also helps us to form a better conscience:  in times of

confusion, wise spiritual directors can help us practice
"discernment."  At all times, the Holy Spirit comes to our aid so
that we can recognize and avoid sin so as to respond to God's

will with love and Divine generosity.
 
 

"May your kindness, O LORD, be upon us, who have put our hope in you. " 
-Psalm 33:22 



Homework
 

This week find the movie "Prince of Egypt" on Hulu,
Amazon, YouTube or some source for movies that

you can access.  Watch the entire movie.  
 

Continue to reflect on the actions of your day every
evening - and to pray an Act of Contrition before bed.

 

Parents, read Chapter 23 of the Catechism again.

 
LEARN THESE DEFINITIONS

 

Original Sin - effects every person since the Fall.  Baptism
delivers us from Original Sin and from Actual Sin, but not
from the effects of Original Sin.  Original sin inclines us to

seek goodness apart from God.
 

Freedom - Freedom is the ability to control our actions so
as to become the person God created us to be.  The best

way to grow in freedom is to perform good acts - that is, to
practice the VIRTUES.  The road to loss of freedom is

participation in what is wrong, to sin.
 

Conscience - is a judgement of reason by which the
human person recognizes the moral quality of an action.
A good conscience requires lifelong formation.  A good /
well-formed conscience is one that conforms to the good
willed by God (especially learned by praying the Scripture),

according to the guidance of the Church.
 

Every moral act has three elements:  the objective
act (what we do), the goal or intention (why we do it),

and the concrete situation or circumstances in
which we act (the where, when, how, with whom, the

consequences, etc).  To be morally "good" an act must
be good in all three elements.  Some acts are always

wrong.  The circumstances are only secondary in
determining the moral quality of an action.

 

Venial Sin - smaller, less serious acts against God
 

Mortal Sin - serious sins that cut us off from God; after
mortal sin our relationship with God can only be restored
through the Sacrament of Confession.  To be a mortal sin

three things must be true of the act:  it must be a SERIOUS
matter, done with full knowledge, and full consent /

freedom.
 

Contrition means to be sorry for our sin.  Perfect
contrition means we understand and are sorry because
we have gone against God's  will.  Imperfect contrition

means we are sorry because of the consequences we
suffer, or for some reason other than how we hurt God

and others.
 

HOMEWORK & TEACHING

Moses, Prince of Egypt
 

The Book of Exodus in the Bible is all about
Moses and how God used Moses to lead the

People of God out of slavery in Egypt - and into
the Promised Land.

This was a journey of 40 years, during which the
Chosen People were led and cared for by God.
Jesus is like a "new Moses" who leads us out of

slavery to sin and into the promised eternal
"beatitude" - that is, eternal happiness - in union

with God forever.
 

Though the movie is not exactly the same as the
Bible, watching the movie can help you

understand the story - and it is a great movie,
fun to watch.

 

Watch the movie together this week.  Eat
popcorn and have fun!

 

Next week we talk about the Book of Exodus
and have a short "discernment" of how we are

doing in RCIA so far.


