October 21, 2021

DRINK THIS CUP: Virtues & Works of Mercy
Week 29 of Ordinary Time, Cycle B

"Jesus said to them, "The cup that I drink, you will drink,
and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized."
-cf. Mark 10:35-45

Why are the VIRTUES important?
The "Theological Virtues" are faith, hope and
love. They are called "theological" because they
pertain to God and we can receive them only as
a gift from God, not by our own power.
The "Cardinal Virtues" are prudence,
temperance, justice and fortitude. They are
called "cardinal" OR "moral" because all other
virtues "hinge" on these four ( the Latin word
"cardo" means "hinge"): they are fundamental.
The virtues are important because as we
practice them we form our minds, our desire, &
our habits for the good - we grow in freedom
and the ability to do God's will.

HOMEWORK & REFLECTION
Homework
Read the readings of Sunday, 29th week in
Ordinary Time.
Read also Chapter 24 of USCCA and re-read
Chapter 23.
Be sure you know the "three elements" of a
good act and the definition of sin, freedom,
conscience, & contrition.
Learn the three "theological virtues" and the
four "cardinal virtues" by heart.
Try to remember the Corporal & Spiritual
Works of Mercy.
Pray about what "goodness" looks like in your
life. What virtue or goodness is most
attractive to you as you pray during the
week? Be ready to share the virtue that is
most attractive to you - and maybe how you
could practice it in the coming weeks.
For help, see especially "the excellence of
virtues" on pages 315-317 of the Catechism.

Share
How do you feel when you read that James
and John ask Jesus for special seats of honor
in heaven? Would you like to be very close to
Jesus, now and for all eternity?
What is "the cup" of which Jesus speaks?
How do James and John and all of us share in
this same cup? Is "the cup" all bad?
How do you feel about drinking it?
About NOT drinking it?
How can the practice of VIRTUE help us to
"drink from the cup" required of all disciples?
Which of the Works of Mercy or Virtues are
your favorite right now, without thinking long
about it?

Since August these have been the weekly
themes of RCIA...
-Mary, first & greatest disciple
-Conversion, a NEW WAY of LIFE
-The Ten Commandments
-Sin and Grace
-Prayer
-Matrimony: Communion of Love, School
of Love, Domestic Church
-Church, Communion of Saints
-And finally, this week, the practice of
VIRTUE and MERCY
At the heart of every one of these
themes, unavoidably, is the Paschal
Mystery.
The Paschal Mystery holds out a promise
to us, a promise of perfect joy and
happiness.
How would you explain this ?

