
  

 

 

All Are Welcome  

H OLY  REDEEMER  AND  I MMACULATE  CONCEPTION  
COLLABORATIVE  PARISHES  

SERVING  MERRIMAC , NEWBURY , NEWBURYPORT , AND  WEST NEWBURY  

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

November 24, 2019 

hriccatholic.org 

òJesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.ó  
He replied to him, òAmen, I say to you, today  
you will be with me in Paradise.ó (Lk 23:42 -43) 
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Collaborative Staff  
Pastor 

Rev. Timothy Harrison, 

978-462-2724 or 978-346-8604 

info@newburyportcatholic.org,  

holyredeemer@verizon.net 

Parochial Vicar 

Rev. George E. Morin, 

978-462-2724 or 978-346-8604 

gemorin1945@gmail.com 

Weekend Assistant 

Rev. James Broderick 

Senior Priest in Residence 

Rev. William McLaughlin 

Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Paul Dow 

978-887-5350, pauldow49@gmail.com 

Office Associates 

Donald Alunni, Business Manager 

978-462-2724 x 7351 

dalunni@newburyportcatholic.org  

Sheila Cruise, Receptionist 

978-462-2724 x 7403 or 978-346-8604 

scruise@newburyportcatholic.org or 

holyredeemer@verizon.net 

Karen Leff, Coordinator of Media Outreach 

hricbulletin@gmail.com 

Linda Temple, Administrative Assistant 

978-462-2724 x7404 

temple@newburyportcatholic.org 

 

Music Ministry 

Jennifer Acorn, Nativity Organist 

jen.acorn@comcast.net 

Donna Postle, IC Music Ministry Director 

978-317-8903 

donnapostle233@gmail.com 

Tim Richard, IC organist 

trichard23@gmail.com 

Steve Swochak, IC Music Coordinator 

978-462-2855 

swochak@netzero.com 

Lifelong Faith Formation 

Aaron Giard, Director of Lifelong Faith 
  Formation 
978-462-2724 x 7405 or 978-346-8604 
agiard@newburyportcatholic.org 

Melinda Burrell, Administrative Assistant to 

  Lifelong Faith Formation 

978-462-2724 x 7420 

burrell@newburyportcatholic.org  

Marin Fortune, RCIA, 978-462-2724 

fortune@newburyportcatholic.org 

 

Immaculate Conception School 

Joan Sullivan, Principal, 978-465-7780 

jsullivan@newburyportcatholic.org 

 

 

Maintenance 

Bud Kent, IC Building Maintenance 

978-462-2724 

bkent@newburyportcatholic.org 

Eddie Martinez, IC Facilities Manager 

978-462-2724 

emartinez@newburyportcatholic.org 

Cliff Vandenbulcke, IC School Custodian 

978-465-7780  

cvandenbulcke@newburyportcatholic.org 

St. Vincent de Paul 

Saint Vincent de Paul Society at  

Holy Redeemer  

978-346-8604 x 8 

hrsvdp300@gmail.com 

St. Vincent de Paul Society at  

Immaculate Conception 

978-518-0728 

St Maryôs Cemetery 

Joseph Viel, 978-208-0266 

joeviel@comcast.net 

 

Online 
Website: www.hriccatholic.org 

Holy Redeemer - Immaculate Conception 

Collaborative Parishes 

@HRICCatholic 

hriccatholic 

 

St. Ann  
Church: 300 Main St., W. Newbury 01985 

Rectory: 46 Maple St., W. Newbury  01985 

Phone: 978-346-8604 
Email: holyredeemer@verizon.net 

 

Nativity  
Parish offices and church: 
4 Green St., Merrimac  01860 

Office Hours: By appointment 

Phone: 978-346-8604 

Email: holyredeemer@verizon.net 

Immaculate Conception  
Parish, church, rectory, and offices: 
42 Green St., Newburyport  01950 

Office Hours: MïF 8:00 a.m.ï3:30 p.m. 

Phone: 978-462-2724 

Fax: 978-234-7399 

Email: info@newburyportcatholic.org 

Immaculate Conception School  
1 Washington Street, Newburyport 01950, Pre Kïgrade 8,   

Mrs. Joan Sullivan, Principal, Phone: 978-465-7780, 
Fax: 978-234-7331, www.icsnewburyport.com 

St. Maryõs 
Cemetery  
36 Storey Avenue, 
Newburyport 01950 
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COLLABORATIVE  NEWS 

Collaborative Mass Schedule  
Dear Parishioners, 

ñJesus, remember me when you come 
into your kingdom.ò 

These words from Lukeôs Gospel this 
weekend have followed me from parish 
to parish, sung gently, humbly, and with 
great hope at countless funerals over the 
years. Capturing a tender slice of the human heart, they 
seem to say, ñNow that all is lost, You are my only hope 
left.ò How many times have we been forced to confront the 
awful reality of death and loss? We do everything within our 
human power to live and celebrate the gifts of life and love 
as they have been given to us, but every one of us 
ultimately comes to a moment when no matter what we do, 
no matter how hard we try, no matter how sincere our 
prayers and supplications are before God...we experience 
the end of all that is good in this world. Maybe that end 
comes peacefully and after a long and blissful life, or 
maybe it comes in an untimely and unforeseen mannerð
literally on a day and at an hour we do not expect. Maybe it 
is preceded with much suffering and pain. But it comes 
nonetheless and its finality can be deafening and 
overwhelming. 

Some years ago, I had the opportunity with a group of 
pilgrims from our Collaborative to climb down into what is 
believed to be Lazarusô tomb in Bethany, just outside of 
Jerusalem. Shimmying down a steep set of stairs carved 
into the soft rock and then crouching down to get into a 
small burial chamber with a rocky niche where a body once 
lay, you could ñfeelò the weight of the earth above you, the 
utter silence of death, the complete absence of sunlight and 
the stale air absent of oxygen and life. Left to himself, 
Lazarus and anyone else who will find themself in a tomb 
would stay there, lifeless and cold forever. 

Until Jesusô words, that is, call them to life: ñLazarus, Come 
out!ò ñThis day, you will be with me in Paradise!ò When all 
hope has been expended, when all is lost, when there is 
nothing else that can be done, we can still turn to the Lord, 
who is the only One who can and will turn loss into gain, 
death in to life. ñThe good thief,ò as he has come to be 
known over the years, recognized that Jesus still could 
bring Godôs blessing to what was one of the cruelest and 
worst ways to die. Somehow, there might still be something 
for him in Jesusô Kingdom. Maybe he had heard about 
Jesus during his lifetimeðnot enough to change his ways, 
but enough to speak to the depths of his heart that Jesus 
was a good man, a holy man. Although conscious of his 
own sins and failings, he knew that Jesus didnôt deserve 
this kind of death and condemnation. As a sinner, he knew 
what it was to be far from God and long for a return, 
somehow, to the righteousness that he had abandoned. 

(Continued on page 4) 

From the Pastor  
Saturday (11/23) 
 4:00pm IC (Fr. Harrison) 
 4:00pm St. Ann (Fr. Morin) 
Sunday (11/24) 
 7:15am IC (Fr. McLaughlin) 
 8:00am Nativity (Fr. Harrison & Deacon Dow) 
 9:00am IC Alan Chu, Dr. Arthur Hewett, Jr., 
 Carmella Herlihy (Fr. Morin) 
 10:15am St. Ann The LeBlanc, Saulnier, Boudreau, 
 and Melanson Families (Fr. Harrison) 
 11:30am IC John Stuart Bennett, Bart Welch, 
 Francis P. Welch (Fr. Morin) 
Monday (11/25) 
 9:00am St. Ann The Pendergast Family  
 (Fr. Harrison) 
Tuesday (11/26) 
 7:15am IC William & Ann DePippo, Robert W. 
 Cynewski (Fr. McLaughlin) 
Wednesday (11/27) 
 7:15am IC (Fr. McLaughlin) 
 9:00am IC School Liturgy (Fr. Morin) 
Thursday (11/28) Thanksgiving Day 
 8:00am IC Rita LaFlamme (Fr. Morin) 
Friday (11/29) 
 9:00am Nativity (Fr. Morin) 
Saturday (11/30) 
 4:00pm IC Stephen M. Boy, Connie Bucci 
 (Fr. Morin) 
 4:00pm St. Ann (Fr. Harrison) 
Sunday (12/1) 
 7:15am IC (Fr. Harrison) 
 8:00am Nativity (Fr. Morin) 
 9:00am IC Sandra Siemasko, Liza Mataac Dodson
 (Fr. Harrison) 
 10:15am St. Ann (Fr. Morin) 
 11:30am IC Thomas, Helen, & James Brackett, 
 Kathleen (Kay) Davies (Fr. McLaughlin & Deacon 
 Dow) 
 

In your prayers, please remember James Leonard and all the 
faithful departed. 
 

The priestsô schedule is subject to change without notice. 
 

ICðImmaculate Conception, Newburyport 
NativityðMerrimac 
St. AnnðWest Newbury 

Womenõs Evening of Prayer 
The next Womenôs Evening of Prayer will be 
Wednesday, December 11 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Ann 
Church. All women of the collaborative are invited to 
attend this evening of prayer and song. Invite your 
friends. 

Thanksgiving Office Hours  
Collaborative offices will close at noon on Wednesday,  
November 27 and will be closed on Thursday, November 
28 and Friday, November 29 for the Thanksgiving holiday. 

Thanksgiving Day Mass  
Mass will be celebrated on Thanksgiving Day at 8:00 a.m. 
at Immaculate Conception Church. The 
offertory at this Mass will benefit the St. 
Vincent de Paul Societies of both of our 
churches. Please make checks payable 
to either IC or HR St. Vincent de Paul. 
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COLLABORATIVE  NEWS 

Questions of the Week  
Adult: What changes in lifestyle does todayôs  
Gospel call you to? 
Child: When Jesus comes to judge us, what will 
He be looking for in our lives? 

This Week in Our Collaborative  
Monday, November 25  

AA Meeting 10:30am, IC St. Louis Hall 

Voice of the Faithful Mtg 12:30pm, IC Conf. Room 209 

Boy Scouts Troop 41 Meeting 7:00pm, Nativity Hall 

Compassionate Friends, 7:30pm, IC Conference Rm. 209 
 

Tuesday, November 26 

IC Knitting Ministry 1:00pm, IC Conference Rm. 209 

Breaking Bread Meal 5:00pm, IC St. Louis Hall 

IC St. Vincent DePaul Mtg. 6:00pm, IC St. Louis Hall 

HR St. Vincent DePaul Mtg. 7:00pm, Nativity Rectory 
 

Wednesday, November 27 

Collaborative Offices Closing at Noon 

Holy Redeemer Sandwich Program 9:00am, St. Ann Hall 

Holy Jammers Practice 9:00am, IC Conference Room 209 

Holy Quilters 1:00pm, Nativity Hall 

IC Youth Choir Rehearsal 4:30pm, IC Church 

IC Choir Rehearsal 7:00pm, IC Church 
 

Thursday, November 28 

Happy Thanksgiving 
 

Friday, November 29 

Collaborative Offices Closed 
 

Saturday, November 30 

St. Ann Choir Rehearsal 3:30pm, St. Ann Church 
 

Sunday, December 01 

Nativity Choir Rehearsal 7:45am, Nativity Church 

St. Ann Choir Rehearsal 10:00am, St. Ann Church 

Baptism Class 1:00pm, IC Charity Dining Room 

New England Tenors Concert 2:00pm IC Church  

Maybe Jesus could still help him? Maybe there was still a 
shred of hope? Maybe? 

I often wonder, too, what the conversation between Jesus 
and the other criminal was like after they both died. Was 
there a moment of reconciliation, of healing? Did this other 
criminal who ñreviledò Jesus while hanging on the cross 
have a change of heart before he passed? Was he able to 
be with the Lord in Paradise as well? Does Godôs 
forgiveness through Christ extend to even the most 
hardened of individuals, who when confronted with the truth 
of who Jesus is, reflect back even the tiniest ray of Godôs 
light? Does God see and recognize that? 

Sometimes we pray in the Eucharistic Prayers at Mass, 
ñRemember also our brothers and sisters who have fallen 
asleep in the hope of the resurrection, and all who have 
died in your mercyé.ò Sometimes that is mercy longed-for 
that only God knows about. In the end, only God truly 
knows the human heart and only God can fulfill and satisfy 
every human hope and desire, no matter how far off-track 
we get in this life. 

So, as we bring this month of remembering and praying for 
the dead to a conclusion, and as we celebrate this final 
weekend of our Churchôs liturgical year, we celebrate Jesus 
Christ as the King of the Universe. As the ancient hymn 
from the Letter to the Colossians calls us to ponder: ñFor in 
Him all the fullness was pleased to dwell, and through Him 
to reconcile all things for Him, making peace by the blood 
of His cross through Him, whether those on earth or those 
in Heaven.ò (Col 1:20) 

A prayer for every one of us to offer now and always: 
ñJesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.ò 
May we always long to hear His reply: ñThis day, you will be 
with me in Paradise!ò 

Fr. Timothy Harrison, Pastor 

(Continued from page 3) 

New England Tenors Concert  
Sunday, December 1, 2:00 p.m. 

Enjoy an afternoon of wonderful music to begin the 
Advent and Christmas season. 

The New England Tenors will perform a Christmas 
Concert on Sunday, December 1, at 2:00 p.m. 

Where: Immaculate Conception 
Church, Newburyport 

Cost: adults: $20 per person. Under 12 
years: $12 per person. 

Tickets available after all IC Masses or 
at the door the day of the show. 

Complimentary refreshments will be available in the  
IC School cafeteria at the showôs intermission.  

{Proceeds benefit the IC Society of St. Vincent de Paul}.  

Day of Reflection  
It's Christmas, and Youôre Not Hereé 

Holy Family and Star of the Sea Parishes extend an 
invitation to all who will be without loved ones during the 
Christmas Season. Join us for time of prayer, quiet 
reflection, and song that will bring a sense of Godôs loving 
presence in the midst of the sorrow that surrounds you.  

There is no cost for this prayer 
experience. 

Date: Saturday, December 7 
Time: 9:00 a.m.ï1:00 p.m. 
Place:  Holy Family Parish Center, 

Amesbury 

Questions and registration:  
Rose McBride: 978-388-0330,  
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COLLABORATIVE  NEWS 

Centering Prayer  

Note: Centering Prayer will not meet on November 27. 

If you are searching for the peace the world cannot give 
please consider joining us at Centering Prayer. Silently 
resting in God we assent to the Holy Spiritôs presence and 
action in our lives. In Centering Prayer we pray as Jesus 
prayed. He tells us: ñWhen you pray, go into your private 
room, shut yourself in, and pray to your Father who is in 
that secret place, and your Father who sees all that is done 
in secret will reward youò (Matt 6:6).  

Please consider leaving the noise of world and the  
busyness of your day behind for an hour on Wednesday 
evenings from 6:00ï7:00 p.m. in Conference Room 209 of 
the IC Parish Center. Following Centering Prayer, Lectio 
Divina enriches and instructs us as we listen to and reflect 
on the words of scripture.  

Contact Elizabeth McCarthy, 978-462-7483 if you are  
interested in learning more or joining us. All are welcome. 

Meet the Ministry  
Linens and Laundry 

Each year we gather at family 
tables to share Thanksgiving and 
Christmas meals. Tables are 
adorned with festive table cloths 
and napkins; closets stocked with 
fresh guest towels.  

Each day of the year in our 
Collaborative, we are invited to the 
Lordôs table to partake in the 
Eucharistic meal. The altar is 
adorned with a pressed linen altar 
cloth and corporal towel upon which 
the chalice and paten are placed. 

There is a fresh cloth on the credence (side) table for the 
mixing of water and wine. Two to three pristine and 
impeccably folded linen towels, or purificators, are for the 
washing of the hands and for the wiping of the chalices. 

With twelve scheduled Masses per week across our 
Collaborative, along with funerals, other sacraments, and 
holy day liturgies, how are the needs of our table met? 
Meet the ñLinen and Laundryò ministry.  

Each week, volunteers pick-up the soiled laundry bag from 
each church sacristy. They wash and dry the laundry at 
home using their own machines. They iron each purificator 
and fold it in thirds so that each red cross is front and 
center. They stock each sacristy with fresh linens and 
towels to meet weekly and peak needs.  

Linens and Laundry at all churches is a ñbare bonesò 
operation. St. Ann has a ñMinistry of One,ò Nativity has two 
people, and Immaculate Conception has six volunteers.  

They may be scarce in number, but they are rich in 
dedication and commitment. Some have served for 15, 20, 
or 30+ years. ñI love my church and the people that go 
there. Thatôs why Iôm involved.ò But there are concerns 
about aging out and being unable to continue helping. 
Younger parishioners are encouraged to get involved, 
including professional young adults and youth for school 
service hours. What better project since you can do this at 
your leisure in your own home and time!  

Their homage to the Lord and the Mass is reflected in their 
generosity of spirt. There is a genuine humility for what they 
call a ñsimple job that just needs to be doneò and for their 
invisibility: ñMost of the congregation has no idea. For them, 
everything is just magically refreshed!ò  

This ministry is seeking help. St. Ann would welcome 
additional backup. Immaculate Conception is urgently 
looking for volunteers for January and February to replace 
those who can no longer serve. If God is calling you to this 
ministry, please reach out to them and ask to ñMeet the 
Ministry.ò 

St. Ann Church: Linda Friel:   978-500-9245 

Nativity Church:  Joyce Nevins:  978-346-9878,  

 

IC Church: Loretta Haley:  978-465-3378 

Mass Scripture Readings  
November 24ïDecember 1, 2019 

All of us are encouraged to start or end our day praying 
with the Scriptures. Please access the HRIC webpage to 
learn about Lectio Divina as a way of praying the 
Scriptures. Go to www.HRICcatholic.org and click on HRIC 
Pastoral Plan and then click on Lectio Divina. 

¶ Sunday, Nov. 24: 2 Samuel 5:1-3; Psalm 122; Colossians 
1:12-20; Luke 23:35-43 

¶ Monday, Nov. 25: Daniel 1:1-6, 8-20; Daniel 3:52-56; Luke 
21:1-4 

¶ Tuesday, Nov.26: Daniel 2:31-45; Daniel 3:57-61; Luke 21:5-
11 

¶ Wednesday, Nov. 27: Daniel 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28; 
Daniel 3:62-67; Luke 21:12-19 

¶ Thursday, Nov. 28: Daniel 6:12-28; Daniel 3:68-74; Luke 
21:20-28 

¶ Friday, Nov. 29: Daniel 7:2-14; Daniel 3:75-81; Luke 21:29-33 

¶ Saturday, Nov 30: Romans 10:9-18; Psalm 19; Matthew 4:18-
22 

¶ Sunday, Dec. 1: Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13:11-14; 

Matthew 24:37-44 

(The free App ñLaudateò allows you to access 
the daily Scripture readings on your cell phone.)  

4th Annual Advent Vespers  
Give yourself the gift of an hour to slow 
down and reflect on Adventôs message 
of anticipation. Engage in traditional 
Western antiphonal prayer in the 
presence of Eastern icons that 
illuminate the eye and expand the soul. 

Dates: Tuesdays, December 10 & 17 

Place: St. Ann Church, West Newbury 

Time: 7:00 p.m.ï8:00 p.m. 

{Hosted by the Adult Faith Formation Team} 

http://www.HRICcatholic.org

