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Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
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What's New?
I-ew parties are more enjoyable than a wedding

l-celebration. While the elegance of the flowers and

the extravagance ofthe food and beverages captivate

our senses, the real excitement is the love and promise

of newness. New relationships are forged, a new family

is created, and there's the possibility of new life. No

wonder the relationship between God and the people

is often described in marriage imagery, as we see in

today's first reading.

This Old Testament passage is post-exilic. The

alienation from God is over; the people and God

are now reconciled. Much of the language suggests

relationship: no longer forsaken or desolate, but now a

delight and espoused (see Isaiah 62:4). Despite having

been betrayed, God's mercy has transformed the

nation back to its virginal state: 'As a young man

marries a virgin, your Builder shall marry you" (62:5)'

This newness is something to celebrate.

The messianic character of the Cana story has

long been recognized. All the newness I mentioned

earlier is there, but newness now pertains to the entire

community of believers and not simply to the marriage

couple, who have no idea what is happening. An

important detail of this story is the nature of the wine'

What was originally water for ceremonial cleansing

was transformed into wine, the quality of which was

outstanding. This imagery tells us that there is a

messianic banquet awaiting us, one that celebrates our

intimate union with God. The ioy we experience then

will be intoxicating' 
sr. Dianne Bergant, csA
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How mightyou describeyour relationship with

God?

Do you feel alienated from God? Remember,

God's mercy can change that-
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Sacred Hearr Catholic Church

lI:00 AM
(Spanish)

Daily Masses

Mon- Wed 9:00 AM Mass

ELENA ROMERO

tOOPiVt +ANTCNIC ptNA, +LCRENZO vAZeuEZ cuMpLEANos
PE JAYDEN MARTINEZ, JOSE ARVIZU, Y CN,tiU-N SNruNHI MAR_
TINEZ, REYNALDO DUQUE.

suNDAY, JANUARY 23, tt00A]Vt +GEORGE J. BURKHOLDER,SR.

TOO P]VL POR LA SALUD DE JUANA JUAREZ, MARIA MAGDALE
NA, REYNALDO DUQUE, ALMAS DEa pURCArCruto,FEL\Z
CUMPLEANOS PARA JOSE TABULLO

Mass Intentions

offering Mass for a special Intention is a long standing tradition in
the catholic church. It is usually considered that special graces are
obtained for whom the Mass is said. Masses are offered for many rea-
sons, for the souls in purgatory, in remembrance for someone who is
deceased, or in honor of a birthday. please call the church office at

114 N. US Highway BT

Comforr, Texas ZB0l3

TX 78013

+ELISA MARI INEZ, +DELLA

MONDAYJANLIARY lZ 9:00 Atut +SUSTE GARCTA

+PEDRo GARCIA

+ENCARNACTON CARLOS

SATURDAY.JANLIARY 22 a.00pM: +GECRGE J. BURKHCLD-
ER, SR.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Sarurdays: 2:30PM-3:30pM,

Monday-Wednesday 8:30 AM or
by appointment

OFFICE STAFF:

Rev. Rudy CarrolaJr., pasror

Dave Burkart, Deacon

Pedro Fernandez, Deacon

Nidia Godinez, Administrative As-
sistant:

shc.ofc@outlook.com

Linda Pina, DRE:

sch.coord@outlook.com

George Ramirez, Bookkeeper

Wednesday loam- 6 pm

Esther Tabullo: Custodian

Dan White: Webmaster

danzLoS2@smail.com

LEIFESTER

(8so) ggs:3'o9) to offer a Mass Intention or for more informationj



Announcements/Anuncios
If you would like to receive a statement of your financial donations to the church for the zozr fiscal year, please call

the rectory_office. These statements will only be given out to those who ask for them. Deadline for sudmitting re-
quest is February r4Ih,2022.

Ifyou have a suggestion for the Pastoral Council to consider, please put it in the suggestion box located in the gather-
ing area of the church beneath the portrait of St. Pope John Paul II. Only signed suggestions will be considered.

All ushers, eucharistic minister, sacristans, and altar servers are asked to be in church for their assigned date at least
r5 minutes before mass. Those not in church at this time will be replaced.

As you leave mass, please put the books in an orderly manner.

Our office will be closed Monday January rZth in Observance of MLK.

There will not be any CCD classes on Monday January rflh.

Si desea recibir una declaraci6n de sus donaciones financieras a la iglesia para el affo fiscal zozr, llame a la oficina de
la rectoria y hable con Nidia. Estas declaraciones solo se entregar6n a quienes las soliciten. La fecha limite para
enviar la solicitud es el r4 de febrero de zozz.

Si tiene una sugerencia para que el Concilio Pastoral la considere, por favor p6ngala en el buz6n de sugerencias ubi-
cado en el 6rea de reuni6n debajo del retrato de San Juan Pablo II. Solo se considerar6n las sugerencias firmadas.

A todos los ministros de hospitalidad, ministros eucaristicos, sacristanes y monaguillos se les pide que est6n en la ig-
lesia para su fecha asignada al menos 15 minutos antes de la misa. Aquellos que no est6n en la iglesia en ese mo-
mento serin reemplazados.

Al salir de misa, por favor ponga los libros de una manera ordenada.

Nuestra oficina estar6 cerrada el lunes 17 de enero en observancia de MLK.

No habr6 clases de doctrina el lunes r7 de enero.

Baptism/ Bautizos
Baptisms will only be celebrated for registered mem-
bers ofthe parish.

Children over the age of 6 are required to attend cate-
chism classes in order to receive the Sacrament of
Baptism.

Solo se celebran bautizos para los hijos de los miembros
registrados de la parroquia.

Mayores a 6 afros deberin de asistir a clases de catecismo
antes de recibir el sacramento.

Gommunion/
Primera Gommun-
ion

Children: Are required to attend a 2 year program.

Youth and Adults: must attend r year of RCIA (Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults).

Niflos: Deber6n de asistir a programa de preparaci6n para
la primera comuni6n por z aflos. (J6venes y adultos: Debe-
r6n de asistir a un programa de RICA (Rito de Iniciaci6n
Cristiana para Adultos) por r affo.

Gonfirmation/
Gonfirmacion

Youth: attend a z-year Catechism program, usually
begins in grade ro.

Adults: attend RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for
Adults) for r year.

J6venes: Deber6ndeasistiraun programade prepara-
ci6n por z afios.

Adultos: Deber6n de asistir a un programa de RICA por r
afro.

Marriage/
Matrimonio

You must contact the office 6 months prior to the de-
sired date of marriage and schedule a meeting.

Deber6 de iniciar el tr6mite al menos 6 meses antes de la
fecha deseada llamando a Ia oficina de la iglesia para agen-
dar una entrevista inicial.

Anointing of the
Sick/ Uncion de los
infermos

Please call the office to schedule.
Favor de llamar a la oficina de la iglesia para agendar una
visita de un sacerdote.

Quinceaneras-Must be attending catechism classes 2 years prior to cele-

bration. Call the office 2 years in advance for availability.

Debe estar asistiendo a clases de catecismo 2 aflos antes de la celebraci6n.
Llame a la oficina con 2 afios de anticipaci6n para obtener la fecha.



Today's readings reveal the transformative effect God has upon the world. lsaiah proph-

esies that God will transform the lsraelites and their land from "forsaken" to
"espoused," asa suitor rejoices in his bride. Paul extols the gifts of the Holy Spirit, which

transform each person differently, but all to serve the same Lord. ln the Gospel, Jesus

transforms water into wine at a wedding in Cana, revealing his glory and inspiring his

disciples to believe in him. Listening to God's word, let us consider how God transforms

us and our world.

Las lecturas de hoy revelan el efecto transformador que Dios tiene en el mundo.

lsaias profetiza que Dios transformard a los israelitas y a su tierra de

"abandonada" a "desposada", tal como un esposo se alegra con su esposa.

Pablo ensalza los dones del Espiritu Santo, los cuales transforman a cada perso-

na de una manera diferente, pero a todos para servir al mismo Seffor. En el Evangelio

Jes0s transforma el agua en vino durante una fiesta de bodas en CanS y asi revela su gloria e

inspira a sus discipulos a creer en 61. Escuchemos la palabra de Dios y reflexionemos sobre c6mo

Dios nos transforma a nosotros y a nuestro mundo.
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Bob Wiedenfeld
Bob Driscoll
Dorothy Burkholder
Elodia Garcia
Vinnie Mack
Doug Edwards
LaNell Day
Virginia Durby

Manuel Lozano

Santos Pinedo

Holly Driscoll

Bob Eastman
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Offering Totals

January 08& 09

General Offerin$ . 95,87 9.26

Second Collections :

Online Giving : $1420.00

January L6,2O2L

Stewards Follow

"To each individuol the manifestation of the Spirit is
given for some benefit."

L CORINTHIANS 72:7

St. Poul tells us that God has blessed eoch of us for a
reoson. How hos God blessed you? Are you using
your gifts occording to God's plan? How are you
helping to build God's kingdom here on eqrth? Re-
member that if you don't do the work God planned
for you, no one else can do it. Live the tife God hos
intended for you. Toke time to discern your charisms
(gifts from the Holy Spirit). Experience the supernat-
urql Peoce and loy God desires for each of us His
Stewards.

Mass ATTENDANCE
Saturday,january 08

4:00 pm
88

Sunday, January 09
L1:00 am

142
1:00 pm

261

7iar4h W fu c/,or,/rt. ollffnnf /
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Second Collection:

January 23,ZOZ?

For the Church in Latin America in support
of priests, sisters, and catechists.

Bible Study
"Biblical Walk Through the Mass,,
Offered through Ascension press

Do you want to know more about the Mass? Want to enrich
your
Understanding of the Mass sections, the rituals, the prayers
and how they come together through Biblical scripture and
history?
Come! Join in the study which meets 5 consecutive Thursday
momings,
9:30am- 11:30am and will begin Thursday,Jantary 20,2022
and finish Thursday, February 17, 2022.

If interested, please contact Barb Linder at:
21,0-275-7807 or barblinderS@gmail.com



Our God: Transcendent Yet Immanent
lamary2022

There are many words that attempt to describe God; yet,by his very nature,
there are none that adequately do the job - as it should be. If we could successfully
know God so as to describe him well he would no longer be God, but a facsimile of
us. Remember that we are made in God's image not the other way around.

God encompasses contrasting athibutes. God is otherworldly; yet, he is
intimately present within each of us. He is unknown to us; still, we know him. He
is mystery; yet, he is right beside us. God is both Othemess and Neamess. He is
Transcendent yet Immanent. Once again, we have two sides of the same coin. St.

Niclrolas Cabasilas, in The Life in Christ, wrote that God is "more affectionate than
any friend, ,nore just than any ntlu, more loaing than any father, more a part of us

than our orpnlimbs, tttore necessary to us than oar ownheart,"
How do we begin to wrap our minds around such a Being - One who is

Ineffable, Unfathomable, Omnipotent, and still is as close as our hearts? Perhaps an
analogy would be helpful. Imagine that knowledge of God is contained in a
steamer trunk. When we open the trunk, we find first the tray that sits on top. It
contains God's Immanence, his Nearness in this world. The first section of the tray
reveals God's created world - the first five days as relayed in the Genesis narrative.
Who can escape the beauty of nature and all it entails? hr the second section we

find ourselves - our struggles and joys, God's hand in guiding us through them, the

gift of our conscience to know right from wrong. The third section of the tray
reveals our relationships with others, the Trinity reflected in all those we love.

It is only when we lift the tray to expose the contents below, that we find the

Transcendence, the Othemess of God's being. It is there that we observe what we
cannot identify, what we have no words to describe, that is not of this world. It is
as if we are looking down into a vast abyss. We do not know what is there, and yet,

however mysterious is that which we cannot comprehend, we are drawn to it, as

we are drawn to God in his infinite glory. In the words of St. Gregory of Nyssa:

"Imagine a sheer, steep uflg with aprojecting edge at the top, Now inagine
uthat e person would probably feel if he puthis foot on the eilge of this precipice

and,looking ilown into the chasmbelow, saw no soliil footing nor anything to
hold onto. This is what I think the soul experiences when it does bryond its

footing which exists from all eternity. Eor here there is nothing it can take hold of,

neither plnce not time, neither tneasure not anything else: our mind cannot
approach it. And thus the soul, slipping at eaery point lrom what cannot be

grasped, becomes ilizzy and perplexed and returns once again to what is connatural

to it, content now to knout merely this about the Transcendent, that it is
completely different from the nature of the things that the soul knouss."
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'DesnPfu,
I work hard all week and look forward to sleeping
in on Sundays. Why should I get out of bed and
go to Mass?

I imagine that your parish provides suitable Mass times, even for late
I sleepers. But there are overpowering reasons for attending Mass. First, I'll
discuss how the Mass is our present-day connection with the Last Supper,

the Passover meal Jesus celebrated with his apostles. As observant fews, they
commemorated their ancestors' escape from slavery in Egypt. Iesus used his

flnal Passover meal to teach
us how to escape a bondage
crueler than the |ews
experienced in Egypt-the
enslavement of sin.

The next day, Good

Friday, |esus would die on
the cross. Think of it: fesus,
the second person ofthe
Trinity, became human to
teach us about God's love for

us. The people's reaction to this goodness was to kill Jesus in an inhuman way.

In response, God would have been iustified in destroying the world, as he

did in reaction to the people's depravities during Noah's time. Instead, God

gave us further evidence of his patience and forgiveness. There is nothing our
Father would not forgive, including the sin of killing Jesus. At the Last Supper,

Jesus said: "This is my blood..., which will be shed on behalf of many for the
forgiveness of sins" (Matthew 26:28).

|esus' death, which we remember during the Mass, liberates us from sin.

It also liberates us from death itself. Because fesus in his mortal body was

willing to die, he shows us the plan God the Father has for each of us-a
resurrection like |esus'. The Eucharist is our thanksgiving for these gifts from
God.

Fr. Gary Lauenstein, CSsR / Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org
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Cq/endno

Monday
JANUARY 17

St. Anthony,
Abbot

1 Sm 15:16-23

Mk2:18-22

Tuesday
JANUARY 18

Weekday

1 Sm 16:1-13

Mk2:23-28

Wednesday
JANUARY 19

Weekday

1 Sm 17:32-33,
37,40-51
Mk 3:1-6

Thursday
JANUARY 20

Weekday

1 Sm 1B:6-9;19:1-7
Mk3:7-12

Friday
JANUARY 21

St. Agnes,

Virgin and Martyr
1 Sm 24:3-21
Mk 3:13-19

Saturday
JANUARY 22

Day of Prayer for
the Legal Protection
of Unborn Children
2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12,

19,23-27
Mk3:20-21

Sunday
JANUARY 23

Third Sunday
in Ordinary Time

Neh B:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10
1 Cor 12:12-30
or 12:12-14,27

Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21
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