
November 15, 2018 

 
Dear High School Parents and Teenagers, 
 

 

St. John Bosco Parish is once again sponsoring a service trip this summer to Appalachia for a 

group of high school age students. Called the Y.A.H.W.E.H. Service Team (the name standing for 

Young Adults Helping Whoever’s Experiencing Hardship), this group will be a way for younger 

members of our church to get involved and broaden their understanding of the great hardship that 

many people in the world experience on a daily basis. As part of a parish-wide initiative that is 

meant to reinvigorate the faith of young men and women in our parish, this trip will give these 

teenagers the chance to build up firsthand experience in helping others and serving God. The trip 

last year was a huge success and the teenagers had life-changing and positive experiences.  
 

There’s no doubt in our minds that this would be a wonderful opportunity for any teenager who 

would like to participate. Whether they want to work on building up relationships, broadening 

their horizons, stepping out of their comfort zone, could use a little time out of the house and off 

their phones and computers, or just want to go on a fun, rewarding trip, we believe this will be a 

wonderful, beneficial experience for everyone involved. In addition, a trip like this would fulfill 

school and church service requirements in an easy and fun way for all those who have them. 
 

This upcoming Appalachia Service Trip is scheduled to take place from June 22-29, 2019. The 

exact location and organization we will be working with is to be determined, based on the amount 

of response we get for those who register for the trip. Participants will work at home repair sites, 

rebuilding residences and providing homes that are warm, safe, and dry to families and the elderly 

who are in desperate need of aid. The total trip cost is estimated to be approximately $700 per 

person, but this expense will be defrayed by Team fundraising efforts. In fact on similar trips run 

in recent years, participants have not needed to pay any part themselves with the cost completely 

covered by fundraising. 
  

We hope that you’ll consider allowing your child to be a part of the Y.A.H.W.E.H. Service Team 

and come to Appalachia with us this June. 
  

If there is interest in a member of your family coming on this trip, please fill out the Registration 

Form attached to this letter, or found on the Y.A.H.W.E.H. Service Team page 

(www.saintjohnboscobranford.org/YAHWEHServiceTeam) of the parish website by December 
30, 2018, as knowing the makeup of our Team by this date will provide plenty of time to plan, 

fundraise, and prepare for the trip. There is a $50 deposit due upon registration. 
  

Finally, if you have any questions about the trip, please contact the parish office at 

office@saintjohnboscobranford.org or 203-488-1607. 
 

May God’s blessings be with you, especially during the upcoming holiday season! 

 
Sincerely, 

 

The YAHWEH Service Team  

http://www.saintjohnboscobranford.org/YAHWEHServiceTeam
mailto:office@saintjohnboscobranford.org

