
Renew My Church: The Journey of Renewal

At the heart of Renew My Church is the idea that whatever the age of her members, the Church 
is eternally young. Chicago needs parishes that can give birth to disciples, build community and 
inspire witness (the “mission imperatives”). Resurrection is grouped with Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, Our Lady of Mercy and St. Edward to discern how we can best achieve those goals. It will 
require prayerful discernment and challenging conversations on our part. It will also necessitate 
great trust that Jesus, our Good Shepherd, will lead us where He wants us to go. 

There are three phases to Renew My Church:

1.Discernment & Decisions: This is the phase we are starting now. The Grouping Feedback and 
Discernment Team (GFDT) will reflect upon potential scenarios of how our local parishes 
and schools could be organized differently in the future. They will develop strategies for 
achieving the mission imperatives. This stage concludes when Cardinal Cupich makes his 
final decisions regarding any structural changes affecting the grouping. 

1.Operations Transition: Once decisions are made that result in structural/organizational 
change, a dedicated support team from the Archdiocese works on-site to help pastors 
manage the transition. There will be pastoral accompaniment to walk parishioners through 
the transition, and operational accompaniment to ensure that the parishes have appropriate 
staff to do the work of ministry in the future.

1.Building the New Reality: At this point in the process, with the structural, operational, financial, 
and personnel foundations in place, the grouping will focus its efforts on living out the three 
imperatives (to make disciples, build community, and inspire witness). At the core will be a 
culture of evangelization to support the work of showing that the Catholic Church is eternally 
young and fruitful (whatever the age of her members!). Renew My Church will give 
Resurrection a head start for many years to come.

As we go, the Good Shepherd guides our steps. Jesus is with us always and assures us in the 
Gospel, “My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me.” (Jn 10:27-30). It’s on us to 
keep our ears open and to listen with our hearts throughout this process.

As always, for more information, visit RenewMyChurch.org, or ask me.


