
Renew My Church: What is it? Why are we doing it?

Renew My Church is a plan to bring us new life. Resurrection, like all parishes of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, is participating. “Why?” you ask, “Why now?” Over the past 20 years, 
Mass attendance in our archdiocese has decreased by 27%. Across the country, 2 in 5 baptized 
children are not confirmed; and 85% of confirmed children leave the practice of the faith by age 
21. In many quarters of our society Christian morality is ridiculed. Families break apart, the 
dignity of human life is disregarded, loneliness and a sense of purposelessness are rampant. 

Through Renew My Church initiatives, the Archdiocese will re-commit to the gospel mandate to 
make disciples, build vital communities of faith, and to inspire witness. To bring the light and 
hope of Christ to a world in darkness! These imperatives guide all that we do in and through 
Renew My Church.

One part of Renew My Church is focused on increasing the vitality of our parishes. Cardinal 
Cupich has asked Resurrection to plan together with its neighbors. Over the course of the year, 
our parish will work with Immaculate Heart of Mary, Our Lady of Mercy, and St. Edward to 
discuss, share, pray, and discern what we need to do to become a more sustainable, vibrant 
and vital Catholic presence in our area.

Let’s acknowledge up front that change is not always easy and renewal can be stressful. For a 
lot of parishes, this renewal will mean some form of structural change, such as uniting with 
another parish. For others, it will be painful with the closure of a church or school. But honestly - 
we need something new. Despite the valiant efforts of so many clergy and lay leaders, fewer 
and fewer people find Jesus in the context of a parish community. We can’t continue like this, 
but with frank discussions and hard decisions, we will find new ways of spreading the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. 

Renewal begins within ourselves. We will pray the special Prayer for Renewal (below) 
throughout the process. Pray each line of this prayer slowly and deliberately. Thousands of 
people across our Archdiocese are praying these words on behalf of our Church. Allow it to 
become your prayer, too.

Please reach out with any questions and feel free to visit RenewMyChurch.org to learn more 
about the vision for renewal in the Archdiocese of Chicago.

Lord Jesus, you speak to us today,
as you spoke to holy men and women
who have gone before us.
In every age and in our own time,
you call to us and say: Renew My Church.
Pour out the gift of your Holy Spirit upon us,
and so enable us
    to hear you clearly
    to listen to each other attentively
    to imagine our future boldly
    to discern your direction wisely
    to persevere in your holy will courageously
    to stay together in charity



    to surrender our own plans readily
    to embrace the greater good
    to hand on your gifts to future generations.
May we remain in the holy company of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, the apostles, and all the saints.
May their example and presence
inspire us with patient confidence
in the work of your grace.
We ask this of you who live and reign
with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever. Amen


