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It’s that time of year again; the days are getting shorter, the nights are getting longer, 
there’s only one more page left to flip on the calendar and we find ourselves wrapped in 
cold and dark waiting for the sun. For the liturgical year, the time is even shorter until we 
begin “next year” with a time of waiting in a world of cold and darkness for the coming of 
the Son (sound familiar?) as we remember His coming in time and wait for His return. 

The First Sunday of Advent, the beginning of the Church year, Nov. 27 this year, also 
marks the beginning of the last week of our parish’s participation in the Archdiocesan 
Love One Another Capital Campaign; all pledges are asked to be in by the Second      
Sunday of Advent, Dec. 4. As of this writing, we have met 74% of the archdiocesan goal 
for our parish, but there is much more “room for growth” in Fr. Tom’s goal for our parish, 
that all would participate, each as they can. Fr. Tom’s goal for us calls to mind a line from 
a song based on Psalm 116: “What return can I make to the Lord for all the good He has 
done for me?” We all receive blessing from Our God, each in different ways and 
measures, and we are called to make a return, each in relation to what we have received 
and have. 

We know of several people in our parish who have returned pledges for $5 a month. 
Though that might seem like a “drop in the bucket” compared to what some people are 
able to pledge, we would like to make a couple of points regarding these $5 monthly 
pledges. First, enough “drops in the bucket” will still make that bucket overflow in a river 
of thanks and praise to Our God. $5 a month is $300 the campaign would not have      
otherwise, is a pledge to our common future and is another participating in our parishes 
return to the Lord. Secondly, recall Jesus talking about contributions to the life of the   
temple (Lk 21, Mk 12). It was not the large, more prominent contributions that Jesus 
points out, it is the contribution of a poor widow who gave two small copper coins as her 
return to God, feeling that she needed to do something, however small, to be a part of 
the community and show her gratitude for His remembering her. As in the stories of the 
feeding of the crowds, God can, and does, do unbelievable things with gifts, however 
small, given from the heart.  

We won’t be the parish with the highest dollar amount raised, % over goal, single largest 
pledge, … but we CAN be the parish with the largest % of participation. Let’s show the 
rest of the archdiocese that we know how to “Love One Another” as we follow in the  
charism of our patron St. Vincent Pallotti, who back in early 1800’s called for an active, 
participatory laity, to act because “the love of Christ urges us on.” Join us in making this 
campaign a success for our parish and, by participating, our parish a success for the    
future.  

Love and םולש  

Pat and Mike Griffin  


