
Advent Penance Project 

Week 4 – The Finding in the Temple: Zeal 

Read the Fifth Joyful Mystery. Then read and reflect on the scripture passage proscribed for 

each day and the accompanying question. There is no right or wrong answer.  God is zealous about 

getting to know us. Jesus demonstrates that in the Nativity and on the Cross. Are we eager to do our 

part to get to know Him and to accept the responsibility of being a member of His Family? 

Monday – Luke 2:41-43 Each year his parents went to Jerusalem for the feast of Passover, and 

when he was twelve years old, they went up according to festival custom. After they had 

completed its days, as they were returning, the boy Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem, but his 

parents did not know it. 

• Have you presumed that Jesus is with you, following your every step, when in fact, 

you have moved on without him? 

Tuesday – Luke 2:44-45 Thinking that he was in the caravan, they journeyed for a day and 

looked for him among their relatives and acquaintances, but not finding him, they returned to 

Jerusalem to look for him. 

• When you discover that you and Jesus have gotten separated, do you find Him 

among the people in your life? 

Wednesday – Luke 2:46-48 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the 

midst of the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions, and all who heard him 

were astounded at his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him, they 

were astonished, and his mother said to him, “Son, why have you done this to us? Your 

father and I have been looking for you with great anxiety.” 

• Jesus is always, right where He should be, building the Kingdom. Does being 

separated from Jesus and His work, cause you to feel anxiety? 

Thursday – Luke 2:49-50 And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you 

not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” But they did not understand what he said to 

them. 

• Through the Paschal Mystery, Jesus gives us a home in the house of His Family, the 

Church. Do you understand the power and significance of Christ’s connection to the 

Church and how we discover Him, and the rest of the Family, through the Church? 

Friday - Luke 2:51-52 He went down with them and came to Nazareth and was obedient to 

them; and his mother kept all these things in her heart. And Jesus advanced in wisdom and age 

and favor before God and man. 

• How can you make amends for the times when you have lost track of Jesus or 

allowed your personal priorities to neglect your relationship with Him? 

Repentance is a call to action to be in solidarity with God whom we revere as our Creator, 

Savior, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. If we are sincere in our pursuit of a relationship with Jesus then 

we accept our role as a member of His Family, and we accept others as brothers and sisters.  When 

we ask God to forgive us our sins, we must in turn learn to forgive our brothers and sisters who 

have sinned against us. Advent calls us to recognize the Christ Child within each of us, who grows 

in time and defines our role in the Plan of Salvation. As Children of God, we share in our Brother 

Jesus’ suffering for our sin and the joy of working together for the redemption of Humanity. 

Having explored how you may have neglected your relationship with Jesus, and His 

Human Family, perform one act of kindness for someone this week as an expression of your 

desire to be reconciled with Him and in solidarity with your brothers and sisters. 

NOTE: We will continue during the Christmas season with meditations on the Nativity and 

the Flight into Egypt. 

Merry Christmas! 


