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MASS TIMES, INTENTIONS AND EVENTS 

SUNDAY, January 8: The Epiphany of the Lord 
Is 60:1-6 (20ABC), Eph 3:2-3a,5-6; Mt 2:1-12  
       8:00 a.m. Mass at St Catherine – d. Aelgene & Suzanne Hoffman 
       10:00 a.m. Mass at St. Anne (LS) - d. Ken & Shirley Heiling 
       4-5 p.m. Adoration at St. Catherine 

MONDAY, January 9: The Baptism of the Lord 
Is 42:1-4,6-7 (21) or Acts 10:34-38; Mt 3:13-17 
       7:30 a.m. Conf./8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Catherine (LS)-d. Philip & Doreen LeGare 
       5:00 p.m. Flame of Love Rosary at St. Catherine 
       7:00 p.m. Baptism Class - St. Anne 

TUESDAY, January 10 
Heb 2:5-12 (306) or Heb 1:1-6 (306) Heb 2:5-12; Mk 1:21-28 or1:14-20 and Mk 1:21-28 

       10:00 a.m. Mass at Parkview - Belview - d. Floyd Kramer 
       4:45 p.m. Conf./5:15 p.m. Mass at St. Catherine (LS) d. Gene & Dorothy Caven 

WEDNESDAY, January 11 
Heb 2:14-18 (307); Mk 1:29-39 
       7:30 a.m. Conf./8:00 a.m. Mass at OLV (LS) - d. Bernard Goblirsch 
       2:00 p.m. Mass at Wabasso Rehab Center - d. Arnie Knott 

THURSDAY, January 12 

Heb 3:7-14 (308); Mk 1:40-45 
       8:00 a.m. Conf./8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Anne (LS) - d. Barb Hoffmann  
       9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. Adoration/with 12 pm Rosary at St. Catherine 
       10:00 a.m. –Mass at River Valley - d. Mary Weiss 

FRIDAY, January 13: St. Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
Heb 4:1-5,11 (309); Mk 2:1-12  
       7:30 a.m. Conf./8:00 a.m. Mass at St. Catherine (LS) - d. Elenore Schweinfurter 

SATURDAY, January 14 
Heb 4:12-16 (310); Mk 2:13-17 
       8:30-9:30 a.m. Conf./Adoration at St. Anne 
       3:30 p.m. Confessions at St. Anne 
       4:00 p.m. Mass at St. Anne - d. Don Schumacher 
       6:00 p.m. Mass at St. Catherine (LS) - People of our Parishes 

SUNDAY, January 15: Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Is 49:3,5-6 (64A), 1 Cor 1:1-3; Jn 1:29-34  
       8:00 a.m. Mass at St Catherine – d. Gene Heiling 
       10:00 a.m. Mass at St. Anne (LS) - d. Jim Treml 
       4-5 p.m. Adoration at St. Catherine 
        
  

   After the Lord was baptized, the heavens were 
opened, and the Spirit descended upon him like a dove, 
and the voice of the Father thundered: This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased.  
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  Area Faith Community Events & News 

  Message from Fr. Tony Hesse:  

 What an interesting couple of weeks it has been with the 
weather.  It definitely has made things interesting when it came 
to scheduling things.  For example, Fr. Cornelius and I would 
like to rotate where we are for celebrating the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass.  Originally, I was going to be in Wabasso (because 
Fr. Mallak was there last year before we had Fr. Cornelius), but 
because of the weather, Fr. Cornelius and I decided to stay put.  
Then last weekend, we wanted to invite people to our homes for 
our Open House.  This also kept us from rotating.  And now 
this weekend, I will be at Wabasso for only Saturday evening 
Mass because I will need to do the 8am Mass so that I can make 
it to the airport to go visit Fr. George Schmit who is in Florida 
for the next several months as a “snow bird”.  He was my 
pastor growing up and very influential in my discernment for 
the priesthood. 
 Although I hated to do it, I did have to cancel Mass at Our 
Lady of Victory in Lucan.  After communicating with several 
parishioners from Lucan, they recommended that I stay put.  
Although I did celebrate Mass this past Wednesday at St. 
Catherine, I felt bad for not making it out there.  However, 
when I found out numerous churches were also cancelled and 
several cars in the ditches, I felt we made the right decision.  
Plus, it gave Lucan some time to clean out the street. 
Again, as I wrote a few weeks ago, if the weather is bad and 
you are wondering if Mass is canceled, please listen to KLGR, 
check Facebook, or call us.  Also, please use your own best 
judgment whether you will be venturing out.  We all need to be 
safe. 
 Speaking of safe, feel free to use the “Epiphany Blessing 
of Homes” to bless your homes and keep them safe in this new 
year.  I also have a lengthier service near the pieces of chalk in 
the churches if you want to use them as well.  May God bless 
you and your homes, not with gold, frankincense, and myrrh, 
(although it would be nice to have those gifts – especially the 
gold one      ) but with God’s grace, love, and mercy! 

BAPTISMAL PREPARATION CLASS 
     There is a Baptism preparation class for any person 
asking for a baptism that has not been at a class in the last 3 
years.  This class is to be attended prior to baptism.  
 The next class scheduled is Monday, January 9th at St. 
Anne’s at 7 PM.  To register for class call the parish office, 
or contact Deacon Ryan at rpope@dnu.org.  
 Class will not be held if no one registers to attend. 

Epiphany Blessing of Homes 

 As we celebrate Epiphany, the Magi coming to bring 
their gifts to the Christ-child, I would like to remind you of 
the house blessing that also goes with the feast.  One 
popular religious tradition since the Middle Ages has been 
associated with the feast of the Epiphany: the blessing of 
homes with holy water (to remind us of our baptism) and 
chalk (an incarnational/personified image because it 
reminds us of the dust of the earth from which we were 
made). The ritual calls for the inside of the main door to be 
marked, with blessed chalk, the initials of the Magi and the 
numerals of the New Year connected with crosses: 

20 + C + M + B + 19 

 The initials remind us of the legendary names of the 
Magi - Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar - and also stand 
for the Latin motto: Christus mansionem benedicat, "May 
Christ bless this house." 
 
 The following can be used to bless your home: 
The three wisemen, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar 
followed the star of God's Son who became human 2000 
years ago.  May Christ bless our dwelling and remain with 
us throughout the New Year. 
 
 Please use the blessed chalk that is in back of all the 
churches and mark over the inside of the door with the 
blessed chalk: 20 + C + M + B + 19, and say "May Christ 
bless this house." 

Please bring the pieces of chalk back to church            
or bury them at home 

 

Pro Life Prayer Service - March for Life Rally  

 Your prayers do make a difference! 
Join the Prayer Service for Life and the 50th 
Annual MCCL March for Life in St. Paul on 
Sunday, January 22nd, 2023 at 2 PM. 

 The historic overturning of Roe v. 
Wade has allowed states to protect unborn 
children, and some states are doing so.  

Many lives are being saved! 

 Here in Minnesota, though, abortion-on-demand 
continues, and lawmakers are even planning to pursue 
extreme new pro-abortion legislation. 

 That’s why the annual MCCL March for Life is as 
important as ever.  When this March falls on Sunday we 
do not take a bus to the Capitol.  The pro-life prayer 
service is unable to be held because of Sunday Masses at 
the Cathedral.  MCCL will have a rally at 2 PM, people 
are still encouraged to attend on their own. 

 We need to continue to respect all human life from 
conception to natural death.  We need to educate, pray and 
fast for an end to abortion.  

Prayer Service for Life & Healing - All are welcome! 

Where: Northwood Church 

              701 Northwood Drive 

              Redwood Falls, MN  

When:  Sunday, January 22 at 4:00 p.m. 

What to Expect:  A united Redwood Falls Church 

Ecumenical Prayer Service to declare the sanctity of human 

life, created in our God’s own image.  

A reception will follow. 
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DMA Appeal – Dec 20 St. Anne St. Catherine 

Goal $16,743.12 $32,110.09 

Rec’d DNU Ministries $29,704.44 $34,077.12 

Portion rec’d for Parish $7,426.11 $8,519.28 

Total cash rec’d $37,130.55 $42,596.40 

Variance $20,387.43 $10,486.31 

Number of Donors 74 106 

Total cash & pledges $39,730.55 $45,866.40 

 Donations St. Anne St. Catherine 

Adult envelopes $3,642.00 $17,982.86 

Students envelopes $24.26 $2.00 

Loose plate $294.02 $587.00 

Christmas $21,717.88 $ 27,678.42 

Solemnity of Mary $1,746.00 $1,127.00 

All other $1,022.62 $246.00 

Total: $28,446.78 $31,604.42 

YTD Actual $204,297.89 $135,194.66 

YTD Budget $207,692.31 $ 124,615.39 

PRAYING FOR THE MILITARY 

     Please remember the military and families in your 
prayers.  We would like to continue to pray for military 
men and women that are family and friends of our 
parishioners.  Please call the parish to submit and resubmit 
names after 3 months, 342-5190 or 644-2278. 
 Jaydan Baune, Frank Bryson, James Frank, Brady 
Goblirsch, Josh Goche, Matt Honetschlager, Bonnie Imker, 
Jacob Iverson, Thomas Klann, Michael O’Callaghan, 
Alecia Plaetz, Cody Stoltenburg, Aaron Struntz, Logan 
Wagner, Sierra Wagner, Jordan Warnke. 

Guidelines for Praying for the Sick  

A)  Names are placed on the prayer list for three weeks.  
B) Names can be listed as often as one wishes but the 

request must be renewed each time by calling the office  
507-342-5190 or 507-644-2278. Sick:  

Week 1: Craig VanLoy, Andrea & baby, Sharon Ludwig,    

               DRM, Hudson, Jake 

Week 2: Ted Gatfield, Sandy Seehausen, Mary S, Beth,     

        Joe Simon, Jenny, Jackie, Halle, Veronica Frank 

Week 3: Luke, Pam, Gary, Orion, Ann, Laura & baby,    
        JCM, John Lothert, baby Mya Leona 

Religious Education: SC & SA    

 Please fill out your registration form along with your 
payment and send it with your child to Religion class. 

Religious Education Classes Dec./Jan., SC & SA 

Wednesday, January 11, 18, 25 
     - 3:15 - 4:30 PM GR 1-6 SA 
     - 5:30 –6:45 PM GR 1-6 SC & SA 
     - 7-8:15 PM GR 7-12 SC & SA 

Sunday, January 8, 15, 22, 29 
     - Sunday School at Mass 
     - 8:00 AM St. Catherine 
     - 10:00 AM St. Anne 

First Reconciliation for 2nd graders at St. Catherine’s is 
Saturday, January 21st at 10:00 a.m. 
First Reconciliation for 2nd graders at St. Anne’s is 
Saturday, January 28th at 10:00 a.m. 

Adoration on Wednesday nights from 7-8:15 pm when 
Religion classes are held.  

Youth Group is at 6 PM for grades 7-12  
Youth join us for FAITH, FOOD & FUN at: 
St. Catherine’s – January 11 
St. Anne’s - January 11, 18, 25 

SAVE THE DATE!  

 Deacon Ralph Poyo parish mission, “Call to the Deep”, 
February 11-15, 2023 at St. Catherine and St. Anne! If you 
would like to be a part of helping to coordinate the logistics 
of this exciting event please call either of the parish offices 
and let us know.  

Catholic Heart Work Camp 

 CHWC participants will be traveling to Marshalltown, 
IA the week of July 16-21.  Students in 8th grade on up can 
participate.  Work  may include home repairs, painting, 
cleaning, yard work, etc.   
 This is a chance to serve Christ by serving others,  while 
stepping outside of one’s comfort zone and having an epic 
experience.   
 Students may become a participant by paying the 
nonrefundable registration fee of $100 ASAP to Tammy 
Houle or Sherry Plaetz. 

          STEWARDSHIP:  PRAYING GRATEFULLY, 
SERVING RESPONSIBLY, GIVING GENEROUSLY 

     “Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” 

PRAYING FOR VOCATIONS 

1/9: Fr. Nathan Hansen, Fr. Anthony Hesse, Fr. John Hayes,  
       Nolan Meyer  

1/10: Fr. Jeffrey Horejsi, Fr. Ronald Huberty, David Rabaey  

1/11: Fr. Jeremy Kucera, Fr. Dennis Labat, Brent Sundve  

1/12: Msgr. Eugene Lozinski, Fr. Mark Mallak, Noah U’Ren  

1/13: Fr. Brian Mandel, Fr. Gerald Meidl, Dcn. Anthony        
   Grack, Matthew Wood 

1/14: Fr. Andrew Michels, Fr. Robert Mraz, Dcn. John   
   Hansen, Lucas Baker  

1/15: Fr. Aaron Nett, Fr. John Nordick, Nolan Meyer  

COR NIGHT- FAITH-FOOD-FUN 

 The office of Youth ministry presents COR NIGHT  
on Sunday, February 26th at 4:00 p.m. at St. Aloysius in 
Olivia, MN.  Door opens at 3:45 PM. 

 “God’s Plan is Better”  The world tells us to avoid 
suffering at all costs.  It questions why a good God would 
allow suffering.  But what would happen if you asked God 
for suffering?  Kristen Soley wants to do God’s will no 
matter what, so she told Him she’d take whatever He sent 
her.  See what happened next... 

   Register @ DNU.ORG/COR-NIGHT for grades 6-12.  



    St. Anne 

FORMED-SIGN-UP 

 FORMED.ORG is an on-demand service our parish 
sponsors at no cost to you that includes thousands of 
Catholic faith-building resources. FORMED.ORG includes 
study series, audio books, feature length films, kids 
programming and more. Every week, short devotionals are 
posted on the coming week’s Scriptures. To sign up, simply 
choose Sign-Up, Sign up as a parishioner, and search for St. 
Catherine using 56283 ZIP-Code. All parishioners in the 
AFC sign up under St. Catherine. Watched FORMED.ORG 
today! 

Shepherd's of the Field-St. Anne's 

      Fr. Anthony Stubeda 
      Ordination: 6-1-1985 
      Bread of Life/Our Lady of Prairie AFC 
      503 W. Lyon St. 
      Marshall, MN 56258 

      Fr. Jeffrey Horejsi 
      Ordination: 8-24-1991 
      Shepherd of Souls AFC 
      821 E. 5th St.  
      Litchfield, MN 55355 

 Please feel free to send a card or a note with your 
appreciation or support. Thank You!  

ST. ANNE’S – WABASSO  
MINISTERS AT THE ALTAR – Saturday, January 14 at 4:00 p.m. 
                                                         Sunday, January 15 at 10:00 a.m.  

Sat: Servers: Nolan & Elsie Leopold, Levi Salfer 
Sun:    Jack Burns, Caden Frericks, Joseph Rohlik 

Sat:  Lector: Annette Rohlik     Extra. Min: Rindy Filzen 
Sun:    8th grade class                                                            Mark Bliss 

Sat: Organist: Annette                 Song Leader: Wendy 
Sun:       Sherry                                                                       Nicole 

Sat: Ushers: Chad Arends, Francis Bernardy  Sacristan:  Candy Sobocinski 
Sun:          8th grade class                                                          Jane Imker 

Sat: Money Deposit: Judi  
Sun:           Arlene   At Home Comm: Bill/Mary Schwarz 

Money Counter: Sue & Colleen  Sunday Livestream (10 am): Anthony Ubl 

Church Cleaning: Jan 13: Melvin/Sally Schueller, Cody/Jill Schunk 
                                Jan 20: Don/Cathy Schwarz, Tina Snider, Peggy Stern  

Gift Cards-Easy Shopping 

     Check out the scrip cards in the Parish Office.  
These gift cards are purchased at face value and a 
percentage goes to help support St. Anne’s 

Catholic School in Wabasso.  Some cards we have are 
Tersteegs, Walmart, Target, Kohls, Burger King, Subway, 
Cenex, McDonalds, Pizza Ranch, Runnings, Amazon, 
Dairy King, Dairy Queen, Knott’s Corner, Cenex, Caribou, 
Starbucks. 

FREE THROW CONTEST 

 Wabasso Area KC’s free throw contest will be 
held after the 10:00 a.m. Mass on Sunday, January 15. 

BLOOD DRIVE AT WABASSO 

 Wabasso American Legion and the American Red 
Cross will again be sponsoring a Blood Drive at the 
Wabasso Community Center on Wednesday, January 11, 
from 1:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m.  You must make an 
appointment before coming, call Arlene at 342-5493. 

St. Anne’s School         

CUF Calendar Cash 

drawing winners: 

        

Jan 2: Mary Franta 
Jan 3: Jake Patten 
Jan 4: Joe Schueller 
Jan 5: Noel Kubat 
Jan 6: Bernie Knott 
Jan 7: Owen Rohlik 
Jan 8: Laura Bianchi 

CALLED TO ETERNAL LIFE 

 Our sympathy and prayers go to the families and 
friends of Neil Spiess and Rita Linsmeier. Eternal rest 
grant unto them, O Lord, and let the perpetual light shine 
upon them.  May they rest in peace. 

St. Anne’s Quilting  

 Come one come all!!  Join us as we begin 
quilting on Tuesday morning, January 10th, at 
8:30 AM at St. Anne’s School.  Any help is 
appreciated, stay for an hour or two or stay all 
morning! 

Solemnity of The Epiphany of the Lord 

 “And they came into the house, they saw the Child with 
His mother Mary; and they fell down and worshiped Him.”   

LIGHTER SIDE 

 “A New Year’s resolution is something that comes in 
one year and out the other!” 

KC Breakfast 

Knights of Columbus Breakfast at St. Anne’s on Sunday, 
January 29th after the 10 a.m. Mass. 



    St. Catherine 

The Flame of Love of the Immaculate Heart of Mary  
 at St. Catherine 

     Join us on Mondays at 5 PM at St. Catherine’s 
Church in saying the Flame of Love Rosary 
which blinds the evil one from spreading hate and 
evil in the world.  

Bus Drivers & Helpers Needed 
 We are in need of some more drivers and helpers for 
the bus bringing parishioners to Saturday evening Mass.  
We now have some great drivers and helpers, but could 
use some more.  All that is required is a valid drivers 
license and a short training.  If you are interested, please 
call the parish office at 644-2278. 

FOOD SHELF DRIVE - ST CATHERINE 
     For the new year,  please consider a donation to our food 

shelf for the families that are struggling 
through these times. Monetary donations can 
be dropped off at the parish office or in the 

collection basket.   

        Shepherd’s of the Field - St. Catherine 

  Fr. Keith Salisbury              (Retired)  
  DOB: March 10th                202 W. Church St. 
  Ordination: 6-3-2006           St. Leo, MN  56264-9008 

  Fr. Philip Schotzko  (Retired)  
  DOB:  July 20th                  1820 W. Welco Dr. 
  Ordination: 5-29-1977         St. Peter, MN  56082 

   Send a card or a note with your appreciation or 
support. 

St. Mary’s School-Bird Island-Winter Raffle 

 Only 600 tickets will be sold at $50 each for a 
chance to win these prizes: .  

1. 2023 Ice Castle Grandpa’s Hideout 6.5 x 10v fish 
house. 

2. $1000 cash    3.  $1000 cash   4-9. $500 cash each 

 Drawing will be held on 1/13/2023 at  1:30 PM 
virtually on Facebook live Facebook @ STMARYSBI.   

 If you would like a ticket please call Matt Buckley 
@ 507-430-2893. 

Raffle Tickets for 2023 - St. Catherine 

   Next years raffle tickets have been mailed out and 
you can purchase tickets until Feb. 9th, 2023.  If you 
would like to purchase extra tickets, please stop in the 
parish office. 

Knights of Columbus Free Throw Contest!! 
Special Olympic Free Throw Contest!! 

 Boys & Girls ages 9-14 register for the KC 
Free Throw Contest being held at the Redwood 
Area Community Center on Sunday, Jan. 8th, 
2023 with registration at 12:00 noon. There will 
be a Special Olympics free throw contest 
immediately after. Registration forms can be 
picked up at the parish office or school.  

Worldwide Marriage Encounter  
 Even when a marriage is going smoothly, 
there are always opportunities to make it work 
better. The Marriage Encounter experience is a 
heart haven that helps you listen, share and 
connect more deeply. There is no group 

discussion. It is just about the two of you learning to be 
the best, most loving and thriving couple you can be.  The 
next weekend is February 17-19, 2023 at Shalom Hill, 
Windom, MN.  You can contact Miki via text or phone 
call @ 1.507.227.8229 or apply online at WWME.org and 
click the “Apply” button and find your weekend.  
  

Volunteers to Livestream at St. Catherine  

 We are in need of volunteers to help with the 
livestreaming during the week day Masses and weekend 
Masses at St. Catherine’s.  If interested, please call Erica 
or the parish office. 

Volunteers needed for money counting-SC 

 We need volunteers to help with money counting on 
Monday mornings at St. Catherine’s.  If you are able to 
volunteer, please call the parish office at 644-2278. 

Prayer Blanket - St. Catherine 

 “Prayer Blanket” missions will meet again starting on  
Monday, January 23rd from 1-4 PM in classrooms 9 &10 
(next to the library).  All of our Area Faith Community 
members are invited to come and share in sewing prayer 
blankets, and to continue prayer for all the recipients. 

St. Catherine's CCW Mtg 

 CCW will have a regular meeting (instead of wine/
cheese with the KC’s) Tuesday, January 10, 6:00 PM 
following the 5:15 PM Mass 

Thank you-Meals on Wheels 

 Thank you to all who helped deliver 
Meals on Wheels for December.  You all did 
a great job.  God Bless you all! 

 St. Catherine’s are doing Meals on  Wheels for 
February so if you are able, please sign up in the 
gathering space. 

CCW Scholarship Program 

 The New Ulm Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 
(NUDCCW) Scholarship Program gives scholarships to 
volunteers in parish ministry.  If you are planning to 
attend, or have attended a workshop, conference, seminar 
or class that helps you in your parish ministry, you can 
apply for a scholarship.  Scholarship applications are due 
by March 1st and are available at the parish office. 

Bechyn Schnozzle Card Party on Sunday, January 29 at 
St. Mary’s Church, starting at 1:00 p.m. Everyone is 
invited and if you wish, bring a snack to share. For more 
info call 320-522-1218. 



Blessing of the Home on the Feast of the Epiphany 

The leader makes the sign of the cross, and all reply, “Amen.” 
The leader greets those present in the following words: 
Let us praise God, who fills our hearts and homes with peace. 
Blessed be God forever. 
R/. Blessed be God forever. 
 
In the following or similar words, the leader prepares those present for the blessing: 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling place among us. It is Christ who enlightens our hearts and 
homes with his love. May all who enter this home find Christ’s light and love. 
 
One of those present or the leader reads a text of sacred Scripture uke  
Listen to the words of the holy Gospel according to Luke: 
Jesus came to Jericho and intended to pass through the town. Now a man there named Zacchaeus, who was a 
chief tax collector and also a wealthy man, was seeking to see who Jesus was; but he could not see him 
because of the crowd, for he was short in stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree in order to see 
Jesus, who was about to pass that way.> When he reached the place, Jesus looked up and said to him, 
“Zacchaeus, come down quickly, for today I must stay at your house.” And he came down quickly and 
received him with joy. When they all saw this, they began to grumble, saying, “He has gone to stay at the 
house of a sinner.” But Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Behold, half of my possessions, Lord, I 
shall give to the poor, and if I have extorted anything from anyone I shall repay it four times over.” And 
Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house because this man too is a descendant of 
Abraham.” [Luke 19:1-9] 
 
The intercessions are then said: 
Leader: The Son of God made his home among us. With thanks and 
praise let us call upon him. 
R/. Stay with us, Lord. 
 
Leader: Lord Jesus Christ, with Mary and Joseph you formed the 
Holy Family: remain in our home, that we may know you as our 
guest and honor you as our Head. We pray: 
R/. Stay with us, Lord. 
 
Leader: Lord Jesus Christ, you had no place to lay your head, but in 
the spirit of poverty accepted the hospitality of your friends: grant 
that through our help the homeless may obtain proper housing. We 
pray: 
R/. Stay with us, Lord. 
 
Leader: Lord Jesus Christ, the three kings presented their gifts to you in praise and adoration: grant that those 
living in this house may use their talents and abilities to your greater glory. We pray: 
R/. Stay with us, Lord. 
After the intercessions the leader invites all present to say the Lord’s Prayer. 
Our Father… 
 
The leader says the prayer of blessing with hands joined: 
Lord God of heaven and earth, you revealed your only-begotten Son to every nation by the guidance of a star.  
Bless this house and all who inhabit it. Fill us with the light of Christ, that their (our) concern for others may 
reflect your love. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. R/. Amen. 
 



A Statement from New Ulm Bishop Chad W. Zielinski 

on the death of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 

 

 The faithful and I of the Diocese of New Ulm, join the Universal Church in praying for the 
eternal rest of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI.  As an extraordinary theologian, he had an unrelenting 
passion for the truth which he taught with great compassion and humility. His personal encounter 
with Jesus Christ radiated a joy that could not be contained and he desired that the entire world 
embrace Our Savior, the greatest gift of God, the Father.   

 In his first encyclical, Deus Caritas Est (God is Love), he articulated the passion of a 
shepherd’s heart: “We have come to believe in God’s love: in these words the Christian can express 
the fundamental decision of his life. Being Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty 
idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon and a decisive 
direction (#1).” 

 As we are sent as missionary disciples to carry on his legacy, may his passing spark an 
increased thirst for God’s love and may we walk in his sacred footprints recalling the abundant 
teachings he has left etched in the history of the Church as a great gift. 

Prayer for 

Pope Benedict XVI 

Almighty ever-living God, who 

made Pope Benedict XVI a wise 

teacher of your people, a gentle 

shepherd of your flock, and a  

faithful pastor of your Church, 

grant in your kindness that your 

humble servant, who in this life 

believed in you and loved you, may 

now receive your mercy and rejoice 

in your presence for ever in the 

glory of the Saints. 

Through, Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 




