
Daily Mass Homily – March 18, 2019 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Richmond VA 
Fr. Michael A. Renninger  
 
(Note – on a typical Wednesday, the parish Mass includes 400 students and teachers from St. 
Mary’s School. The homily is usually crafted so that it ‘speaks to’ our youngest parishioners. 
While this is obviously NOT a ‘typical’ Wednesday, Fr. Mike crafted the homily with the hope 
that it would be applicable to our younger (and not so young!) parishioners!) 
 
 
+ Don’t put your hand near the stove! 
 
+ Don’t leave your bike in the driveway. Put your bike in the garage before you come in for 
supper. 
 
+ Don’t pull the dog’s tail! 
 
When I was growing up, my mom and dad had lots of rules. It seemed like every time I turned 
around, they were telling me another rule. 
 
+ Brush your teeth before you go to school. 
 
+ Don’t run with scissors in your hands! 
 
Do your parents do this to you? Do they have lots of rules? 
 
Now, when I was very young, I usually did what my mom and dad told me to do. I followed the 
rules, because I knew I had to listen to my parents. If I did not listen to my parents, I might get 
sent to my room. I might not get to eat my favorite Oreo cookies. I might get punished! 
 
Then, as I got a little older, I learned a three letter word that I used very often. That word was 
“W-H-Y.” 
 
If mom said, “don’t put your hand near the stove,” I would ask – “why?” And she would say – 
“because I said so!” 
 
If dad said, “Put your bike in the garage,” I’d ask “WHY?” He would say “Because I said so.” 
 
That worked… for awhile. 
 
To be honest, I started to get frustrated with my parents. “So many rules. Why do they keep 
telling me what to do?” 
 



I thought my parents had all of these rules just because they were mean.  
 
At one point, I said to myself, “I’m not gonna follow their rules!” 
 
So one day,  I decided that I was going to walk over and pick up one of the pans on the stove to 
see what mom was cooking. I know, I know, the rule was ‘don’t put your hand near the stove.’ 
But I didn’t need rules. So, I put my hand near the stove. And immediately I screamed out in 
pain. I had touched the hot burner on the stove. My fingers turned red. The pain lasted a long 
time. 
 
Oh, now I get it! My mom and dad gave me a rule because they knew something I didn’t know. 
They knew how stoves work, and they knew that you can burn yourself if you touch the hot part 
of the stove. They gave me that rule because they loved me. They gave me that rule to protect 
me. 
 
I soon learned another lesson. Remember how my dad had a rule about never leaving your bike 
on the driveway? “Put your bike in the garage,” he would say. But I broke that rule one time. I 
left my bike on the driveway, right behind his truck. And the next morning, he got into his truck 
to go to work. He did not see my bike behind the truck. He backed up to leave for work – and he 
ran over my bike. It was ruined. 
 
He had that rule because he knew something I didn’t know. He had that rule because he loved 
me.  
 
Come to think of it, when I think about almost every rule my parents ever taught me, I now see 
that they had that rule because they were trying to protect me. They had the rules because they 
loved me. 
 
In today’s Bible readings, we hear a lot about God’s rules. In today’s first reading, from the 
Book of Deuteronomy,  Moses is talking to the people of Israel. He tells them about the rules that 
God has given to them: rules about how to pray, and how to eat, and how to treat each other. 
Moses calls them the “statutes and decrees” of the Lord. The “Commandments.” Those are all 
fancy words. But they all mean the same thing. God has given us rules, and he asks us to follow 
them.  
 
Jesus reminds his disciples how important it is to listen to God and to follow God’s rules. In 
Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus says that he has come to fulfill every one of the rules, commandments 
and laws of God. He didn’t come and say to us – “Oh, you don’t have to listen to that rule. You 
don’t have to follow what God said.” 
 
No, Jesus said that it is important to learn God’s Commandments, share them with others, and do 
our best to follow what God has asked us to do. 
 



Now some people - back then and today - don’t like the fact that God has given us some rules to 
live by. These people were kind of like me when I was a little boy. Some people read the Bible 
and they hear some of God’s commandments or they hear Jesus teaching us what to do, and they 
ask themselves, “Why does God have all these rules? Why does Jesus keep telling us what to do? 
Why does God want to control us? Why won’t God let us have fun?” 
 
But if we keep reading the Bible, we discover something very important. God gives us these 
rules because God often knows something we don’t know. And God gives us rules because he 
wants to protect us from making mistakes that could hurt us. God gives us ‘rules to live by’ 
because he loves us and he wants us to be happy. 
 
When I was a boy, I learned the reason why mom told me not to put my hand near the stove. I 
learned - the hard way - why dad had a rule about putting my bike away. There were great 
reasons for these rules. 
 
And when God tells us to do thing like tell the truth, or not to steal, or not say angry things to 
each other; when Jesus tells us to be patient with each other, or not to be selfish, or to take care 
of other people, he has a very good reason. God loves us. God will show us what is best for us on 
a daily basis… if we listen, and trust, and follow his rules for living. 
 
Right now, most of us are following some rules that may seem strange to us. People are telling us 
that we can’t go to play our favorite sports, or we can’t go out to our favorite restaurant. We have 
to stay home, and wash our hands about 100 times each day. We can’t even go to school, or to 
church, or to the Krispy Kreme Donut store! 
 
We may be confused about some of these rules. But I think it’s important to remember that we 
have these rules for good reasons. Your parents love you. Everyone in your family loves you. 
Everyone here at church loves you. Your teachers love you. And most importantly, God loves 
you. 
 
So, together, we are all following some new rules for awhile. These rules are designed to make 
sure that all of us stay strong and healthy, growing taller and wiser with each passing day. 
 
In the meantime…. Say your prayers. Listen to your parents. Be patient with your brothers and 
sisters (!!!). Wash your hands. Brush your teeth. Believe me, these are good rules to follow! 
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