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     Raise your hand if you received gifts at Easter, perhaps an Easter 

basket, or Easter Eggs, or new clothes or toys. And keep your hand 

up if you’ve completely eaten all the candy!  Or perhaps you are like 

me, and live to savor each piece of delicious chocolate, or my favorite: 

chocolate peanut butter ANYTHING.  

     If you polished off the whole lot in the first day or so of Easter 

week, perhaps you did what we did in my house growing up- we stole 

from our parents’ Easter basket!  At one point, a younger sibling who 

was quite the entrepreneur began to sell us her candy….big business!  

     Easter, like Christmas, is all about gifts and excitement. So much 

excitement that we celebrate Easter in the Catholic Church for 50 

days, 5-0!  Today’s gospel passage points us to some very special 

gifts from that first Easter, gifts even better than chocolate or eggs! 

    In my reflections this week, I thought about the Easter gifts that the 

Risen Lord is giving to us, especially during this time of pandemic. 

     Last week we heard in the Gospel story about the amazing 

discovery of the faithful women, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, 

Jesus Christ is Risen!  The tomb is empty - Fr. Mike shared with us 

about those special 4 words and how they are the whole of the Easter 

story in just 4 words.  Jesus and the Angel last week gave the first 

Easter gift as they told the faithful women and the disciples 4 more 

words: Do not be afraid!  Courage and strength to be fearful but 

overjoyed.  You might say that is the first Easter gift Jesus gave them. 

As you listened to and read the Gospel story today, did you catch that 
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Jesus appears to the disciples and again gives them another Easter 

gift: what does he say…. Jesus came and stood in their midst and 

said to them “Peace be with you.”  Easter gift #2, 4 more gift-filled 

words from the Risen Jesus to his followers, including us - Peace be 

with you. 

     In the Bible, right before the scene of today’s gospel passage, two 

travelers on their way home to Emmaus in the afternoon, have just 

talked to the risen Jesus and they are so excited they race back to tell 

the disciples, who are still huddled together in the upper room in fear 

of what they experienced. Wait a minute - they are locked in the same 

upper room where they shared the Last Supper with Jesus and where 

they were hiding on Easter Sunday when the faithful women arrived 

with the Good News that the tomb is empty and Jesus Christ is risen. 

Jesus told the women to tell the disciples “Do not be afraid” and that 

they would see him again.  So why are they still there in today’s 

Gospel - well it’s important to remember it’s all happening on the same 

day!  The women were at the tomb “early in the morning on the first 

day of the week,” And while they are all together, as the opening line 

of today’s Gospel said, “On the evening of that first day of the week,” 

Jesus passes through the locked doors, passes through their fears, 

regret, and guilt, and appears to them.  He hasn't given up on them. 

He brings them the second Easter gift: his peace. And he reaffirms his 

confidence in them by reaffirming their mission: "As the Father has 

sent me, so I send you." 
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     And then, just to make sure that the followers of Jesus, the Church, 

is fully equipped to accomplish this mission and communicate his 

message of peace and freedom from fear, Jesus gives the third Easter 

gift, the ultimate revelation of God's mercy - he delegates to his 

Apostles his divine power to forgive sins: "Receive the Holy Spirit. 

Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them..."  

     It was the ultimate experience of Easter gifts, the ultimate 

revelation of the Divine Mercy.  Of all the disciples there that evening, 

perhaps Thomas experienced this mercy most dramatically. 

     Thomas was mad that Jesus’ mission had failed. He was brooding 

over it, maybe nursing his anger and sorrow in solitude.  Not there for 

this miraculous appearance of Jesus to his friends.  So when he finally 

heard the news of the Resurrection from his friends, what’s his 

reaction - he won’t accept it: "Unless I see the mark of the nails... I will 

not believe."  We call him Doubting Thomas but maybe he is really 

Stubborn Thomas.  A week later, on the second Sunday after the 

Resurrection, on the first Divine Mercy Sunday, Thomas is with the 

other Apostles, still locked inside the upper room and still locked 

inside their fears and doubts about the future.  Jesus comes through 

those locked doors once again, and again greets them with his gift of 

peace.  And then what does he do?  

     Right after he greets the whole group, his very next words are for 

Thomas: Touch my wounds, Thomas; Believe in me!  And Thomas 

falls on his knees and is the first Apostle to proclaim his faith in 
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Christ's divinity, calling him "My Lord and my God", the very titles 

given to God throughout the whole Old Testament.  

     So what can we learn from this gift-filled story of the Risen Lord 

today?  In the face maybe of our being Doubting Thomases, in our 

fear, our grief, our sadness, our worry, our doubt - wondering what is 

next, what will happen, will this pandemic end, will life go back to 

“normal”?  

     I think it is precisely in those moments and this present crisis in our 

lives where the Risen Jesus wants to show us his boundless mercy, 

meet us where we are, locked in the rooms of our fears, and win back 

our faith, just as he did for Thomas. 

     Remember Jesus' Easter gifts and the disciples' response: learning 

of his Resurrection they were “fearful yet overjoyed,” Jesus appears to 

them and gives them his gift of peace.  And then gives Thomas the gift 

of faith or belief, because he could see Jesus and for all of us, the last 

Beatitude in the Gospels: “Blessed are those who have not seen and 

have believed.”  

     So this week, I invite you to focus your reflection and prayer on 

Jesus’ Easter gift of Peace, a peace of heart that gives courage and 

strength to overcome fear and doubt. Today God reminds us of his 

mercy, and with that he says to each of us, just as he said to his 

Apostles 20 centuries ago, those confused, frightened, anxious, and 

doubting Apostles, "Peace be with you."  

     By our baptisms, we become a part of the same mission Jesus 
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gave to the first disciples in today’s Gospel which we all share: to 

bring the Peace of the Risen Lord into the world every day, as 

instruments of forgiveness and divine mercy.  

    At the time of communion in this Mass, invite Jesus into your heart 

as a spiritual communion.  Ask him to help you overcome the fear, 

worry, doubt, sadness you are feeling and tell him you accept his 

Easter gifts of New Life, Courage, Peace, Love and Mercy.  And in the 

days ahead, “locked at home with your family”  

Let's really mean it. And let’s really live it. 
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