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A reading from Luke, Chapter 17: 

 

On his journey to Jerusalem Jesus passed along the borders of 

Samaria and Galilee. As he was entering a village, ten lepers met 

him.  Keeping their distance, they raised their voices and said, 

“Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”  When he saw them, he 

responded, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.”  On their 

way there, they were cured.  One of them, realizing that he had 

been cured, came back praising God in a loud voice.  He threw 

himself on his face at the feet of Jesus and spoke his praises.  

This man was a Samaritan. 

Jesus took the occasion to say, “Were not all ten made whole?  

Where are the other nine?  Was there no one to return and give 

thanks to God except this foreigner?”  He said to the man, 

“Stand up and go your way; your faith has been your salvation.”  
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REFLECTION 
Deacon Joe Morlino 

 

“Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”  

 

We can relate to this story from Luke’s Gospel like never before. 

I have questions I never thought to ask until now: 

First of all, isn’t it curious that there were ten?  

Was that the maximum allowed to be assembled in one place? 

+ How long had the ten been separated from their community? 

And how did they come to be together? 

+ How were they able to get necessities without WalMart or 

Kroger or Amazon?  

+ Did they did get along with each other while in quarantine? 

 

“Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”  

These words may have had different meaning for each of them. 

 

What do they mean for you? 
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Spoken or not, this is the prayer of the day.  

The most sincere prayer any of us ever say is “God Help Me!” 

 

“Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”  

“Jesus, Master, heal us! Protect us from this pandemic.  

Free us from fear and make it safe for us to end our isolation.” 

 

Forced isolation and social distancing in response to the threat 

of disease is nothing new. At the time of this Gospel story, 

anyone who showed signs of what might look like a contagious 

disease or even an unsightly disease, could be declared unclean. 

The disease we know as leprosy was only one of several possible 

reasons to be called unclean or a leper. 

 

To be identified as a leper meant that strict social distancing 

rules were imposed by law. As religious and community leaders, 

priests had the responsibility to determine if someone should be 

declared unclean and when or if the ban should be lifted.  
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To be declared unclean meant that you were ritually unclean 

and barred from participating in the religious life of the 

community, especially the temple sacrifice. 

 

For the first time in most of our lives, we have a sense of what 

that’s like. We long to gather again in each other’s presence to 

celebrate mass and to physically receive the Eucharist. Being 

prevented from doing so is a new experience for most of us.  

 

But others have known what that’s like for a long time.  

Perhaps our present situation is an invitation for us to reach out 

and to pray more urgently regarding those we, as Catholics, 

declare ritually unclean. 

 

“Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”   
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It’s interesting to note that the ten lepers did not specifically ask 

to be healed physically. By saying “have pity on us” they left it 

open for Jesus to decide how he was going to help them.  

 

Knowing Jesus’ reputation as a healer, I’m sure that they were 

hoping to be physically healed from whatever disease or ailment 

they had. But the meaning of that physical healing would be an 

end to their isolation and the beginning of reuniting with their 

families and the community.  

 

This is our prayer and our hope.  

As we pray to be physically restored, protected and renewed, 

we also pray that our relationships will be strengthened and 

renewed and that anything that isolates or separates us will be 

healed. 

 

“Jesus, Master, have pity on us” 
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So, what did the ten expect Jesus to do when they called out to 

him?  

They asked for pity, and what did they get? …Marching Orders 

He said, “GO! And show yourselves to the priests”  

Luke isn’t always good with geography, but if they were near the 

border of Samaria and Galilee and needed to get to Jerusalem 

where the priests were, they had a long way to go.  

But notice what happened next.  

It says, “And On Their Way There, they were cured.”  

They had to step out in obedience and faith, First.  

It didn’t say how far on the way it happened;  

only that it happened on the way.  

 

We are all on our way. The question is: 

Are we on the way as Jesus would have us go?  

Are we stepping out in Faith, allowing God to heal us, and direct 

us and change us in the ways God deems necessary? 

Are we patient with God’s timing? 
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“Jesus, Master, have pity on us” 

 

Ten were cured, but only one came back to praise and thank 

God.  

Did the others forget what they were on their way to do  

and who told them to do it   and why?  

Did they not connect their desperate cry for pity with the 

healing that they were now experiencing?  

It was a long trip and Jesus never said “Ok, I’ll cure you.”  

He just said: 

“Go, follow the protocol. Let the authorities do their job.”  

 

The nine began by stepping out in faith and they were healed, 

but that appears to be the end of it. 

 

What about us? 
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When this hour of need is over, will we remember our plaintive 

cries for help?  

Will we remember the gift of faith given when we were at our 

weakest? 

Will we remember how we were consoled in our fears and our 

sorrow? 

Will we remember and thank God for the many ways we have 

been healed along the way? 

Will we remember how God inspired so many to be kind and 

generous and willing to make sacrifices for others? 

Will we have the presence of mind to continue thanking God for 

all of it? 

 

While we mourn and still wait for healing, while we are still on 

our way, let us not wait to praise and thank God. 

“Jesus, Master, have pity on us 

Jesus, Living Master, you are kind and loving 

Jesus, Risen Lord, thank you” 

For Webcast Taize Prayer, St Mary’s Catholic Church, April 2020 


