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I came around the bend in the road, and it looked like my entire neighborhood had decided to 
come outside at the same time. 
 
Kids of every age were riding their bikes in the road. Children were drawing hopscotch lines. 
Parents were sitting in lawn chairs in the street, on lawns. 
 
It was a beautiful Friday afternoon, and I think my whole neighborhood had grown weary of 
quarantine and home schooling. So the kids were riding, running and yelling, while moms and 
dads were drinking and drinking... 
 
I drove carefully through this impromptu block party, and as I said hello to some neighbors, I 
noticed how our neighborhood sounded so alive at that moment. Music was playing. Adults and 
teens were laughing. Kids were laughing and screaming. At any given moment, 12 or 13 kids 
were all yelling at the same time. 
 
And I noticed something. Even though dozens of kids were screaming and laughing, and even 
though their moms were chatting and sipping chardonnay, each of these moms in my 
neighborhood has an amazing talent. 
 
If THEIR child yelled out “mom,” somehow they could hear their child’s voice through the 
chorus of all the other children’s voices. If one child sounded distressed, their mom could tell the 
difference between their own child’s voice, and every other young voice in the neighborhood – 
and she would turn her head to look. 
 
I’ve noticed this talent in moms AND dads before. 
 
It seems to me that from the moment a child is born, a mom or dad listens to their child’s voice.  
You learn every nuance. Moms can tell whether their child is sad, or happy,  or frightened… you 
can tell from their voice whether they are lying to you, or telling the truth! 
 
And, even when dozens of kids in the neighborhood are yelling on a sunny afternoon, you can 
pick your child’s voice out of the crowd – because you have been lovingly listening to that voice 
for years. 
 
Today, Jesus speaks to us in John’s Gospel, and he tells us that if we are going to be his 



disciples, then we must lovingly learn to listen to his voice.  
 
We need to PRACTICE our listening, so that we will come to know what HIS voice sounds like. 
We can’t just try to listen to Jesus on occasion, or in an emergency. We’ve got to spend time, 
every day, attuning our ears to the authentic voice of the true shepherd – the one whom we love – 
the Good Shepherd who leads us to life. 
 
Jesus says in today’s Gospel, “my sheep follow me, because they recognize my voice. They 
won’t follow a stranger, because they don’t recognize the stranger’s voice.” 
 
This beautiful statement by Jesus happens in the 10th Chapter of John. But just before this, in the 
9th chapter, Jesus heals the man who is born blind. The man is thrilled, his parents are mystified, 
and the religious leaders become… worried. 
 
And those religious leaders ultimately throw this man out of the synagogue! He just has his sight 
restored, and in response he gets kicked out of his faith community! The religious leaders are 
driving away the folks who have put their faith in Jesus. 
 
And immediately after that, in Chapter 10, Jesus uses these beautiful images of inclusion, 
welcome, and safety. The shepherd of the sheep is here. He calls each of the sheep by name. And 
they follow. 
 
“I am the gate,” Jesus says. ‘So if you enter through me, you will be saved, and find restful 
pastures.’ 
 
“I have come that you may have life,” Jesus says. ‘Life, abundantly.’ 
 
What a contrast! In Chapter 9, we hear about religious leaders whose misunderstanding of God’s 
love leads them to draw lines, drive people out, exclude people from the community of God’s 
beloved. 
 
In Chapter 10, Jesus speaks of himself as the shepherding one, the including one, the living 
one… in whom we live, abundantly. 
 
And it is in the context of this gracious shepherding that Jesus says: the sheep follow the 
authentic shepherd, because they recognize his voice. They run away from the stranger, because 
they don’t recognize his voice.  
 
I think that this statement by Jesus raises two questions for our pondering this week. 
 



Question One – How can we learn to listen to the voice of Jesus? 
 
Let’s start here: how much time have you spent this past week, this past month, this quarantine, 
trying to listen to the voice of the risen Christ? The mom in my neighborhood really listens for 
her child’s voice. The sheep in the Gospel recognize the shepherd’s voice because they spend 
each day listening for that voice. That voice leads them to safety, to shelter, to nourishment. 
They’ve learned what that voice sounds like. How are you listening, how are you learning what 
Jesus’ voice sounds like? 
 
Fortunately, we are part of a Christian tradition which provides some trustworthy ways that will 
help us listen well to the voice of Jesus. These trustworthy practices help us to learn what the 
voice of the shepherd really sounds like. For instance: 
 
+ be silent. For awhile. Each day. In that silence, we can shut out some of the clamoring noise of 
our lives, and begin to listen to the still, quiet voice of the Lord. 
 
+ Christian experience tells us that we can listen to the voice of Jesus by reading and praying the 
Scriptures. Do you want to know how Jesus talks? Read the Gospels. If you want to know what 
his voice sounds like now, become familiar with what his voice sounds like in the vibrant 
narrative of the Gospels 
 
+ We hear the voice of Jesus in the teachings of our Church. We hear echoes of his voice in the 
lives of people whose holiness inspires us, in saints and great spiritual writers, in artists and 
music. Jesus speaks through the people we love, through the promptings of our conscience, 
through the voice of the poor and the hungry. 
 
I need to practice my listening. That’s how I learn what his voice sounds like. 
 
The only way to recognize the voice of Jesus in our crisis times is to practice listening to him in 
ordinary times. 
 
Which brings me to my second question: Is there some common theme, some unique accent in 
the voice of Jesus, which could help us recognize his authentic voice when he speaks? 
 
Actually, I think there are several. As you read the Gospels, you see that Jesus keeps talking 
about forgiveness, and love, and mercy. He keeps talking about sacrifice, and faithfulness, and 
truth. And above all, he keeps talking about LIFE. 
 
He said it again today – “the thief comes only to steal and slaughter, but I came so that you may 
have LIFE, and have it more abundantly.” 



 
When Jesus speaks to you, he will always speak a message that leads to life, abundant life, 
eternal life.  
 
If the voice you hear leads you to embrace and treasure the life which God creates, then chances 
are you are hearing the voice of Jesus. But Jesus warns us to ignore the voices of ‘the thieves’ – 
which glamorize death, which demean life, which destroy human dignity, which trivialize 
relationships and faithfulness.  
 
Jesus calls himself the Shepherd. In doing so, he invites us to listen, and to follow. He will lead 
us to abundant life. He will speak to your heart. He will always tell you – I love you. 
 
Isn’t that the voice we need to hear? There are so many screaming, scary, angry voices swirling 
around us these days. Even so, there is a voice which can pierce right through the clamor. That 
voice can still be heard… if we’ll learned how to listen. 
 
It’s never too late to start listening. It’s never too late to learn what his voice sounds like. Listen 
to him. He’s already listening to you. 
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